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Churches Together in Witham
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After the success of the Silver Cinema Afternoons which were held prior to the Covid lockdown, we
are pleased to announce that we will be starting them up once again.

If attendance is as good as it was prior to lockdown, we hope to continue the session on the second
Sunday of every month for the foreseeable future.

The Sunday Cinema provides regular entertainment and a day out for the elderly who might not get
out at all, and especially at the weekends. It also provides an opportunity for the family to take
their elderly friends and relatives for an afternoon out after lunch.

It also let us use our library. Many libraries are closing and this adds another important purpose to
the Witham Library — and it is back to it’s roots as it was once the Whitehall Cinema!

The cost of this lovely afternoon out is £1.00 per person — and this includes a cup of tea or coffee

and a biscuit, all with a wonderful and uRIiEing film and great camaraderie in a friendly and safe

environmenﬁ. Doors-epen at 2pm and the film starts Hgon

"y
The'showings we haveali;ﬂ so far are: P 4y,
* T
7 November 2021 — The King and | —thm_nét’ Deborah*err
12 December 2021 —Miriak/l'ﬁjllevy[ Streep and Pierce Brosnan. « A
. - . : y
9 January 2022 — West Side Story — Natalie Wood and Rita Moreno ’,}_ -
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§ 13 February 2022 — The Pink Panther — Peter Sellers and D‘a‘dﬂ%

§ 13 March 2022 — Bringing Up Baby — Cahf(-ﬁaht%n‘h'ﬁ&xn Hepburn / -
§ 10 April 2022 — Some Like It Hot- Marilyn Monroe, Jack Lem -
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| am delighted that, despite any
hesitancies initially, as we all slowly
resume life after the great pandemic, my
diary as Mayor for 2021-22 has been
really busy. From reopening businesses in
June to visiting schools for music and arts
in the Autumn, my first six months has
been pleasurably varied. | am happy to
attend any event, just ask for me by
phone or email to the town hall.

Now, Advent and Christmas seasons are
bringing joy and a sense of belonging into
our town. A sense of life arising as we
usually know it. Decorations and
Christmas trees once again make their
way out of boxes and shops into our
living rooms and onto our high
street. This is all so reassuring and
cheering and we deserve our uplifts after
a lot of misery and uncertainties.

Staff, both inside and outside the town
hall make plans, put up the Newland
Street decorations and | go off to all sorts
of tree and Carols events for children and

the elderly.

Being the Mayor means that | meet and
greet a great many townsfolk. We have
an army of volunteers doing selfless work
in many settings which | feel so honoured
to visit and applaud.

As the sea regularly comes in and goes
out, so does Christmas. The little Christ-
child brought love and hope and we, in
various ways, continue to do this
ourselves in our time here.

This is the very heart of Christmas:
nothing more, nothing less. It is worth
remembering the  simplicity and
hopefulness of this yearly message
whatever your beliefs.

I wish you all an especially happy
Christmas this year and improving health
and happiness in 2022.

Angela Kilmartin




2dzy OAf Ly@Sasdlazy wSYlIAYya
f

The Town Council remains unconvinced by a reply received from Braintree District
Council on the matter of willow trees that were felled as part of the LIDL development
adjacent to the River Walk. The Town Council completed a comprehensive
investigation in April 2021 and submitted its report to Braintree District Council. The
i - Town Council’s findings suggest that a serious
administrative failure has taken place which led
to the trees being felled unnecessarily. At the
date of this report, the Town Council waited six
months for a cabinet member to reply on this
important matter of local concern. Members
ask when will the Local Planning Authority

L ® demonstrate accountability for its actions?

-
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The Town Council is pleased to announce that the historic Town
Clock that has graced Newland Street for countless years has been
sent for restoration by order of Members. With key events such as
Puppet Festival having been curtailed by the coronavirus
restrictions, the Council resolved to utilise unspent events budgets |
on a much needed restoration of a respected and much loved local
icon. Works are anticipated to be completed by February 2022,
where the clock will be returned to its rightful place on the Town
Hall.

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
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At a meeting of Witham Town Council held 18" October 2021, Members voiced their
anger at continued delays to the much needed and overdue redevelopment of Witham
Rail Station. Members were disappointed to have received _
correspondence from Greater Anglia addressed to the e L ‘
District Council’s Head of Economic Development & b

Planning. Greater Anglia complains that District Council |
planning department’s “significant delays have now put the
project at risk” .The Town Council welcomes this much
needed investment in Witham, which is not funded by tax
intake and expects the District Council to assist Greater
Anglia in facilitating this investment. Members do not wish
to see a rare opportunity slip out of the hands of Witham’s
citizens due to planning department failures and
bureaucracy. The full letter is available to read under Item 9 g |
of the Town Council agenda paper dated 18™ October 2021 >
(page 7) available at witham.gov.uk
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"‘ churchyard by reducing vegetation to open up the site °

, more whilst still maintaining areas suitable for wildlife ;

been created by using woodchips from branches that have
' been cutback.
S

" Wildflower planting has been completed as part of =% .
these enhancements and it is hoped to see the :if

benefits of this in the spring. This is ...,
the first trial of our wildflower %
planting which we hope to extend to our other open s
spaces in the near future.
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Witham Town Council are responsible for the All Saints Churchyard

in Guithavon Street which has been closed since 1991. This is
situated at the back on Newlands Drive car park and is a peaceful

location in the middle of the town.

Our Operations Team have recently been
carrying out some improvements to the i %3

habitat and encouraging biodiversity. New pathways have =
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Sunday 19 December 10.30 am Carol service
Christmas Day 10.00 am Christmas Day Service

DdzZA G KI @2y =+ ffSe@ / KdzZNOK ozl ffSe / KdzZNOK
Sunday 19 December 11.00 am Family Nativity Service
5.30 pm Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Day 10.30 am Christmas Celebration
Sunday 26 December 11am Christians being thankful

'Ll ald / KdzNDK
Sunday 19 December 10.30 am Worship
6:30 pm Carols by Candlelight
Christmas Day 10.30 am Christmas Worship
et +Fd GKS w2elf . NhsaK [S3A2Yy ||
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Sunday 12 December 10:30 am Nativity Service, followed by
Messy Church
Sunday 19 December 6:30 pm Carol Service
Christmas Eve 11.30 pm Midnight Service including
Holy Communion
Christmas Day 10.30 am Family Celebration Service
Sunday 26 December 10:30 am Morning Worship
Friday 31 December 11:30 pm New Year’s Eve Midnight Service

{G bAO2tla [/ KdzZNOK o6! y3at Al yo
Sunday 5 December 10.00 am St Nicolas Day -

the original Santa Claus
Sunday 19 December 6.00 pm Christmas Carol Service

by candlelight
Christmas Eve 4.00 pm Crib Service

11.30 pm Midnight Communion

Christmas Day 10.00 am Christmas Communion

1 21LIS /2YYdzyAdeé / KdzZNOK 6! yat AOFyo
Sunday 19th December 10.30 am Family Service

at Howbridge C of E School
Tuesday 21 December 11.00 am “Real” Nativity at Manna Ark Farm
Thursday 23 December 11.00 am “Real” Nativity at Manna Ark Farm
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No details available yet, please see the website in December
666PsAGKE YOI GK2f AOOKdzZNOK®2 NH®Ddzl k St 02Y
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On Saturday 4th December, Witham’s brand new Christmas
Event will be hitting Newland Street. From 4pm until 9pm
the street will be lined with festive stalls selling gifts and
treats galore. Make sure to pop in to Crafter’s Corner in the
United Reformed Church too!

At 6pm we will be joined by some very interesting
characters as we switch on the town’s Christmas Lights, so

be sure to stick around!

Word has even reached the North Pole and Father Christmas himself has decided to pay

a visit! He will be setting up his grotto in the Town Hall from 4pm until 6pm, so make

sure you visit our website to book your tickets. But don’t worry if you can’t make that

day, he will be back again on the 18th and 21st December—uvisit our website for more

details!

On Wednesday 15th December we will be gathering together at Guithavon Green to sing

l5lg/l 2L¢lta /lwL{c¢al{ C

Come along to our brand new Christmas
market and enjoy the festive
atmosphere whilst shopping for gifts
and treats.

I5l;)/l 2Lb¢9w Dwh¢e¢¢h

nx Come and meet Father Christmas at our
Winter Grotto! Tickets are available to
book via our website.
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Join us for a candlelit Carol Service at
Guithavon Valley Green from 7pm.

Carols by Candlelight from 7pm, and
all are welcome to attend. Wrap up
warm and come along for a festive
sing along—it’s the perfect way to get
you in the festive mood!

All of our Christmas events are
completely free to attend. More
information can be found on our
website and social media pages, or by
contacting the Town Hall Information
Centre on Newland street.
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The Information Centre will be transforming to a festive

wonderland this Christmas, so make sure you pop in for
some fantastic gift ideas!

We have a wide selection of Wilkin & Sons products,
including their delicious individual Christmas puddings
and gift selections.

We also have our Witham calendar, with images of local
landmarks provided by locals! This is available for just £5
and is the perfect gift for anyone who loves Witham.
All of our items can be made in to a beautifully
wrapped hamper, with gift wrapping available for just
£1.

The Information Centre will be open from 4pm to
9pm on Saturday 4th December as part of

\/ Witham’s Christmas Fayre.
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TOWN HALL CENTRAL WARD

Tel : 01376 520627 45 Chipping Hill

townclerk@witham. gov. Tel: 01376 51374
Tel 01376 51084

I NFORMATI ON CENTRE

Tel: 01376 502674 WEST = WARD

15 Chel mer Road
Tel : 01376 51247

61 Newland Street, 2 Chippingdell

CM8 2FE Tel: 01376 51691
. . . T:-eql = 01376 50159
Witham Town Counci |l of f-i g clirsindhu.rajee
Thursday -5900PMM and Frid Tel : 07490909902

4: 00PM.

The I nformation Centre in
9: 00AM3IOPM Monday, Tuesda WA RD
10: 00IAM: 30PM Wednesday - a

3: 50PM Friday. Gui thavon Street

1BJ Tel : 07798 8
Both are closed Weekends chilxchlel sey| ay @g
Meetings of your Town Cou Tierti 01376 5028
attend. There is wusually éINorahHG?:‘!dFEj
beginning of each meetin O3 e a £
member s of the council r 2HB Tel 07825 0
i tems.

NORTH WARD

Full detail s wawwe wd it shmlma ygeod

Ri 'viendel | , Chal k
Agendas are on di spl ay 2BT T-efl:: 07774
Newl and Street. Oak Road, Rivenh
M ¢ Ll b ) Tel 07860 74815
AgSIlizgtSiounssua& yTraiglpr(])rta Sl Gl e g G
6: 30PM. These are held in Tel _078_36ma6|9I0:55
the Town Hal l steviehicks57 @oL

' 210 cEd-der berry Ge¢
2PT Tel : 01376 5

UPCOMI NG MEETI NGS
HATFI ELD WARD

Town Coulndctin :December , . . .
45 Chipping Hill

February, 14th March

Environdnesitt : January Tel: 01376 51084
Tel : 01376 51374

Communi28yh February

Policy & RBSDbr Masch

Pl anning & Té4ahsgol0t h Dec¢
17th & 31st January, 14t h
29t h March
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