Planning and Transport Committee —21.11.2022

* Witham

town council

Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE
01376 520627
witham.gov.uk

PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START TIME OF 6 P.M.

AGENDA
Meeting of: Planning & Transport Committee
Date: Monday, 21st November 2022 Time: 6.00 p.m.
Place: Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, Essex

Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business.
Members are respectfully remionded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined.
If you have any interest, it must be duly declared.

To be present: Councillors: Goodman (Chairman)
Kilmartin (Vice Chairman)
Atwill

Barlow

Heath

Hicks

Jay

Lager

Lager

Pleasance

4200V OmORP S

1. APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence.

2. MINUTES
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning & Transport Committee held 7th November
2022 (previously circulated).

3. INTERESTS
To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters
pertaining to any item on this Agenda.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.
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QUESTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC
Members of the press and public will be invited to address the Meeting regarding any item on the
Agenda.

Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no
individual speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the
Chairman under Standing Order 3(F) & 3(G)

PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT
To receive a verbal report from the Planning Officer on any matters arising from previous Meeting.

PART 1 APPLICATIONS

To approve officer ‘no objection’ recommendations for applications listed under Part 1 without
debate. Applications may be moved to Part 2 where Members are in disagreement with
recommendations by giving 24 hours’ notice to the Planning Officer.

PART 2 APPLICATIONS
To consider applications in Part 2.

REVISED PLANS
Application 22/02283/FUL — Land North of Colchester Road, Witham

DECISIONS
To receive and note decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham which have been
received from Braintree District Council (attached at page 12)

UK FISH BAR, NEWLAND STREET

To note that a complaint has been received from a resident concerning the signage of the UK Fish
Bar which is inappropriate in a Conservation Area and to agree to send an enforcement request.
(Photo of the Fish Bar frontage on presentation).

RURAL MOBILITY IN PARISHES SURVEY
To receive information about the Rual Mobility Survey (attached at page 14).

NATIONAL GRID — APPLICATION FOR AN ORDER GRANTING DEVELOPMENT CONSENT FOR THE
EAST ANGLIA GREEN ENERGY ENABLEMENT (GREEN)(THE PROPOSED DEVELOPMENT
To receive a letter from the Planning Inspectorate (attached at page 15).

ECOLOGY MITIGATION AREA
To note that information has been received from Ardent regarding an application for an Ecology
Mitigation Area as part of the A12 widening scheme.

CHURCHILL DEVELOPMENT
To receive a copy of a complaint from a member of the public concerning the barren land left at
the Churchill Development (attached at page 18)(photos will form part of the presentation).

NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN STEERING GROUP
To receive a verbal report.
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16. BUS SERVICE SURVEY
To note that a bus survey can be completed using the link -
https://survey.euro.confirmit.com/wix/7/p350931054797.aspx?ebrm=2&I=9 which has been
advertised through Facebook

ATV

Nikki Smith
Town Clerk
GK/15.11.2022


https://eur02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsurvey.euro.confirmit.com%2Fwix%2F7%2Fp350931054797.aspx%3Febrm%3D2%26l%3D9&data=05%7C01%7C%7C85d711b9390744235ad008dabd8056a0%7Ca8b4324f155c4215a0f17ed8cc9a992f%7C0%7C0%7C638030656145764328%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Jvc4n72jNYPWW0fGYBGgDgpU9NiMKeHVx6nmEcbKmgo%3D&reserved=0
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PART 1
APPLICATIONS WITH OFFICER ‘NO OBJECTION’
RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED “EN BLOC” WITHOUT
DEBATE.

Applications Received:

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town &
Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications
and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree
or online at www.braintree.gov.uk

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be
treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions.

22/02892/VAR 14 Freebournes Road, | Central Variation of Condition 8 (Flood Risk
Witham, Essex Assessment and Drainage Strategy)
of permission 21/03747/FUL
granted 16.06.2022 for: Erection of
3 buildings to provide 10
commercial units (Use Classes
E(g)(iii), B2 and B8) together with
access, parking, landscaping and
associated works. Variation would
allow for: Amendments to drainage
strategy.



http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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PART 2
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERS’ DEBATE

Applications Received:

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town &
Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications
and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree
or online at www.braintree.gov.uk

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be
treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions.

22/02959/HH 38 Constance Close, | South Loft conversion, including dormer
Witham, Essex extension and roof light window
22/02960/TPOCON St Nicholas Church, Church | North Notice of intent to carry out works to
Street, Witham trees in a Conservation Area:
22/02878/HH & | Howbridge Hall , Howbridge | South Demolition of exiting loggia, erection
22/02879/LBC Road, Witham of single-storey extension to create
link between main dwelling and
existing outbuilding and erection of
front porch. Upgrading and insulation
of existing outbuilding
22/02968/TPOCON 25 Collingwood Road, | Central Notice of intent to carry out works to
Witham, Essex trees in a Conservation Area
22/02956/TPOCON 27 Avenue Road, Witham, | Central Notice of intent to carry out works to
Essex trees in a Conservation Area:
Sycamore tree - to be reduced back
to previous cut. Tree causes shading
and excessive leaf shedding



http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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Witham Town Council — Planning Application Report

Application No:- 22/02959/HH
Address:- 38 Constance Close, Witham, Essex

Ward:- South

Proposal:- Loft conversion, including dormer extension and roof light window

Relevant Site History:- 22/01932 - raised no objection subject to no representations being received from
neighbours but refused by the District Council on the basis that the proposed dormer and roof lights
would be unacceptable and impact on the appearance of the dwelling and the surrounding streetscene.

Representations:-

Summary:- The Town Council considered this application on 1st August 2022 and although concerns were
raised about the adverse effect on the street scene, Members agreed no objection. This new application
seeks to resolve the obections raised by the Planning Authority. The applicant seeks to change the
hipped roof to a gable end to allow for a loft conversion. The dormer window on the rear of the house
(being a corner plot it can be seen from the street) has been radically reduced in size so as not to be
dominant.

Recommendation:- The proposals are far better than the original and would recommend no objection.

Policy References:-
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Witham Town Council — Planning Application Report

Application No:- 22/02960/TPOCON
Address:- St Nicholas Church, Church Street, Witham

Ward:- North

Proposal:- Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area:

Relevant Site History:-

Representations:-

Summary:- Sycamore tree 28 - Fell tree. The Church Warden has advised that it had been agreed to
coppice the sycamore but during the pandemic a growth spurt resulted in excessive growth. They have
now sought to fell the tree.

Recommendation:- Advice has been sought from the tree warden as to whether the sycamore could still
be coppiced and if allowed to be felled whether it would be approprate to request a replacement tree to
be planted.

Policy References:-
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Witham Town Council — Planning Application Report

Application No:- 22/02878/HH & 22/02879/LBC
Address:- Howbridge Hall , Howbridge Road, Witham

Ward:- South

Proposal:- Demolition of exiting loggia, erection of single-storey extension to create link between main
dwelling and existing outbuilding and erection of front porch. Upgrading and insulation of existing
outbuilding

Relevant Site History:- 22/01300/HH - considered by this Committee on 7th June and whilst some
concern was exprressed as to whether the proposals would have an adverse impact on the exisitng
building and the internal features, on balance it was decided to raise no objection. The Planning
Authority refused the application on the grounds of insufficient information to identify and assess the
significance of the building affected by the proposal and over development of the building and an
unjustified loss of historic fabric, detract from architectural significance and character of the Grade Il
Listed Building and result in 'less than substantial harm' to this heritage asset.

Representations:-

Summary:- Howbridge Hall is a Grade Il Listed Building which dates back to the late 16th century. Itis
proposed to remove the existing loggia which is not historical and to build in its place a detailed and
designed extension that creates an open warm family space with a link to the courtyard garden. The new
extension will connect to the existing kitchen through a proposed opening in place of the existing
window. The roof above the morning room will be replaced with a new roof and along with a larger
opening to the morning room that leads into the proposed extension. A new entrance porch is proposed.
Where there is a loggia connection between the dovecote and main house the proposal retains this
through the use of a small covered porch. Insulation will be upgraded in the dovecote along with an
improved entrance.

Recommendation:- This is a scaled back proposal and would therefore suggest no objection to the HH
application and no objection subject to the advice of the Listed Buildings Officer for the LBC.

Policy References:- LPP57
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Witham Town Council — Planning Application Report

Application No:- 22/02968/TPOCON
Address:- 25 Collingwood Road, Witham, Essex

Ward:- Central

Proposal:- Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area

Relevant Site History:-

Representations:-

Summary:- 1 Holly: Crown reduction by 1.5m to manage size and prevent damage to the boundary fence.2
Holly: Crown reduction by 1.0m to manage size and prevent damage to the boundary fence. 3 Apple:
Crown reduction by 3.0m to previous cutting points. 4 Crown reduction by 3.0m to previous cutting points.
5 Malus: The tree has a fungal growth and a bow recently fell down in high wind exposing the extent of
damage (see photos below). We are seeking permission to either i) reduce the crown by 1.5m and thin by
approx. 20%, or ii) remove the tree if the extent of fungal growth has affected the whole tree. 6 Yew:
Tree/bush to be topped and trimmed. 7. Holly: Tree to be topped and reduced in size and scale. The tree
has become too large for its setting. 8 Lilac: Remove small lilac tree. 9 Tree removed under previous
application 10 Tree removed under previous application 11 Tree fell down and removed prior to our
ownership of the property

Recommendation:- The work appears reasonable but advice has been sought from the Tree Warden.




Planning and Transport Committee —21.11.2022

Witham Town Council — Planning Application Report

Application No:- 22/02956/TPOCON
Address:- 27 Avenue Road, Witham, Essex

Ward:- Central

Proposal:- Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area: Sycamore tree - to be
reduced back to previous cut. Tree causes shading and excessive leaf shedding.

Relevant Site History:-

Representations:-

Summary:- The proposal is to reduce a sycamore tree back to a previous cut. The tree is causing shading
and excessive leaf shedding.

Recommendation:- There is no indication as to how much of the tree will be removed and a
recommendation of refusal should therefore be based on lack of information. The Tree Warden has
agreed with this advice.

Policy References:-

10
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Witham Town Council — Planning Application Report

Application No:- 22/02283/FUL
Address:- Land North Of Colchester Road Witham

Ward:- Central

Proposal:- Erection of two B8 (storage / distribution) units with office space and associated infrastructure

Relevant Site History:- This application was considered on the 26th September and recommended for
approval subject to noise mitigation.

Representations:-

Summary:- It would seem that Simarco has now shown an interest in the second building so revised
elevations are shown. Concern was expressed about landscaping and with the planting of mature trees an
irrigation system using rainwater will be built.

Recommendation:- The use of a rainwater collection scheme and irrigation system to ensure that trees,
etc. are properly watered is to be welcomed. Recommend the original decision of recommend approval
subject to noise mitigation stands.

Policy References:-

Back to Agenda
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Application & Address

22/02428/HH - 9 Britten
Crescent Witham Essex CM8
1QE

22/01676/HH - 13 Albert
Road Witham Essex CM8 2BS

22/02430/HH - 27
Constantine Road Witham
Essex CM8 1HL

22/02218/HH - 38 The
Avenue Witham Essex CM8
2DJ

22/02184/TPOCON - 59 The
Avenue Witham Essex CM8
2DN

22/01415/LBC - 26 Newland
Street Witham Essex CM8
2AQ

Proposal

Single-storey rear extension

Erection of balustrade, privacy screen,
external stair and enlargement of
existing first floor external roof terrace

Single-storey rear extension

Single-storey rear extension,
replacement of window to side
elevation, and relocation of existing
shed to rear of garden

Notice of intent to carry out works to
trees in a Conservation Area - Take the
horse-chestnut tree back to boundary.
Located in neighbouring garden (55a
The Avenue)

Refurbishment and extension to
existing garage, relocation of boiler
and flue, removal of partition wall in
kitchen, insertion of partition wall in
hallway, conversion of bedroom to
bathroom

BDC Decision

Application Permitted

Application Permitted

Application Permitted

Application Permitted

Application Withdrawn

Application Permitted
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WTC Decision Agenda Item 9

No objection

No objection subject
to no representations
being received from
neighbours

No objection

No objection

No objection subject
to symmetry of
pruning and the advice
of the District Council's
Landscape Officer

No objection subject
to the advice of the
Listed Buildings Officer
being satisfied with
the proposals and
materials to be used.

12



22/01414/HH - 26 Newland
Street Witham Essex CM8
2AQ

22/00016/FUL - Newland
Court Newland Street
Witham Essex

Back to Agenda

Refurbishment and extension to
existing garage, relocation of boiler
and flue, removal of partition wall in
kitchen, insertion of partition wall in
hallway, conversion of bedroom to
bathroom

Replacement of timber sash framed
windows to front elevation

Application Permitted

Application Permitted
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No objection subject
to the proposed
summer house being
in single occupancy
with the main house.

No objection subject
to good quality UPVC
windows being used
which would be in
keepingin a
Conservation Area and
that the District
Council should be
reminded of its own
policy in the use of
tradition materials in a
Conservation Area.

13
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Agenda Iltem 11

From: Transport East <TransportEast@suffolk.gov.uk>
Sent: 31 October 2022 16:00
Subject: Rural Mobility in Parishes Survey

Dear Clerks,

As announced at the Transport East Summit, we are launching our first Rural Mobility Survey. This
survey will reveal a wider picture of the connectivity challenges and opportunities in our region as
well as understanding the baseline for transport in rural areas.

All Town and Parish Councils in Essex, Norfolk and Suffolk will be in receipt of the survey link. The
survey will run for a period of 6 weeks until 16" December, just prior to Christmas break.

In terms of responding, we would like just one response from each Parish, if you or another member
of your Parish Council could respond on behalf of your community this would be much appreciated.

The survey is now live and can be filled out at https://www.smartsurvey.co.uk/s/TERural/.
A summary of the survey questions are attached for ease and if you require a paper copy or have
any queries or difficulties with the survey, please contact transporteast@suffolk.gov.uk

About Us
Transport East is one of seven Sub-National Transport Bodies in England, working to deliver a
collective vision for the future of transport in Essex, Norfolk, Suffolk, Southend-on-Sea and Thurrock.

As a partnership, we bring together the local transport and planning authorities, and business
leaders with Network Rail and National Highways. We enable the region to speak with one voice on
the transport investment needed to drive transformational growth and improve the quality of life for
all that live and work in the region.

More information about us and our rural workstream can be found on our website.

Kind Regards,

Jo Hazell-Edwards

Communications and Project Support
Transport East

Back to Agenda
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Agenda ltem 12

The Planning Inspectorate
Yr Arolygiaeth Gynllunio

Environmental Services Customer
Central Operations Services: 0303 444 5000
Temple Quay House e-mail: eastangliagreen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk

2 The Square
Bristol, BS1 6PN

Our Ref: END20027

Date: 7 November 2022

Dear Sir/Madam

Planning Act 2008 (as amended) and The Infrastructure Planning
(Environmental Impact Assessment) Regulations 2017 (the EIA Regulations)
- Regulations 10 and 11

Application by National Grid Electricity Transmission (NGET) (the Applicant)
for an Order granting Development Consent for the East Anglia Green Energy
Enablement (GREEN) (the Proposed Development)

Scoping consultation and notification of the Applicant’s contact details and
duty to make available information to the Applicant if requested

The Applicant has asked the Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the Secretary of State
for its opinion (& Scoping Opinion) as to the information to be provided in an
Envirenmental Statement (ES) relating to the Proposed Development.

You can access the report accompanying the request for a Scoping Opinion via our
website:

Alternatively, you can use the following direct Imks

Scopmg Report (lncludmg Appendices B to K)
in lanningin r v nt/EN 7=~

Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 1 of 8 - Figures 1.1 to 6.5):
http: /finfrastructure. planninginspectorate.qov.uk ment/EN020027-000013

Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 2 of 8 - Figures 7.1 to 8.2):
http: //infrastructure.planninginspectorate.qov.uk/document/ENG20027-000014

15
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Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 3 of 8 - Figures 8.3 to 8.4):

http: /infrastructure. planninginspectorate.gov.uk/document/EN020027-000015
Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 4 of 8 - Figures 9.1 to 9.2):
http: /finfr re_planningin rate. \ ment/EN 7= Q

Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 5 of 8 - Figures 9.3 to 9.4):
http://infrastructure. planninginspectorate.qov.uk/doecument/EN020027-000017

Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 6 of 8 - Figures 10.1 to 12.1):
hitp: //infrastructure. planninginspectorate.qov.uk/document/EN020027-000018

Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 7 of 8 - Figures 12.2-13.2):
http://infrastructure.planninaginspectorate.qov.uk/document/ENG20027-000019

Scoping Report (Appendix A - Part 8 of 8 - Figures 14.1 to 16.1):
http://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.qov.uk/document/EN020027-000020

The Planning Inspectorate has identified you as a consultation body which must be
consulted before adopting its Scoping Opinion. The Planning Inspectorate would be
grateful therefore if you would:

« Inform the Planning Inspectorate of the information you consider should be
provided in the ES; or

« Confirm that you do not have any comments.

If you consider that you are not a consultation body as defined in the EIA Regulations
please let us know.

The Planning Inspectorate on behalf of the SoS is entitled to assume under Regulation
10(11) of the EIA Regulations that you do not have any comments to make on the
information to be provided in the ES, if you have not responded to this letter by 5
December 2022. The deadline for consultation responses is a statutory requirement
and cannot be extended, Please note that your response will be appended to the
Scoping Opinion and published on our website consistent with our openness policy.
Any consultation response received after 5 December 2022 will not be Included
within the Scoping Opinion but will be forwarded to the Applicant for information and
will be published on our website as a late response.

The Applicant has provided the Inspectorate with spatial data for the purpose of
facilitating the identification of consultation bodies to inform a Scoping Opinion (as set
out in cur Advice Note 7, available on our website), Requests by consultaticn bodies
to obtain and/or use the spatial data for other purposes should be made directly to
the Applicant using the contact details below.

In order to support the smooth facilitation of our service, we strongly advise that any
responses are issued via the email identified below rather than by post, Responses to
the Planning Inspectorate regarding the Scoping Report should be sent by email to
eastangliagreen@planninginspectorate.gov.uk.

Once complete, you will be able to access the Scoping Opinion via our website, using
the following link:

https://infrastructure.planningin orate.qov.uk/or t-anglia-

green-energy-enablement-green-project/
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As the Planning Inspectorate has been notified by the Applicant that it intends to
prepare an ES, we are also informing you of the Applicant’s name and address:

National Grid Electricity Transmission,
National Grid House,

Warwick Technology Park,

Gallows Hill,

Warwick,

CV34 6DA

EastAngliaGREEN@nationalgrid.com

You should also be aware of your duty under Regulation 11(3) of the EIA Regulations,
if so requested by the Applicant, to make available information in your possession
which is considered relevant to the preparation of the ES,

If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact us.

Yours faithfully
Emma Cottam

Emma Cottam
Senior EIA Advisor
on behalf of the Secretary of State

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 14

Sent: 13 November 2022 15:50
To: infocentre@witham.gov.uk; csc@braintree.gov.uk
Subject: Churchill / Lidl Witham Development

Good evening all,
| imagine that BDC is the one at fault here, but WTC copied in FYI.

| was wondering if there was an expectation for Churchill Housing to properly clear up after
themselves now that they seem to have built the flats behind Lidl. They seem to have cleared the
land adjacent to the development and left it barren. There is a traffic cone and a large metal fence in
the hedges/shrub next to the river walk path, and the fence was built to seal off the area for the
development and as such should clearly be moved. It would also make sense for the company, who
will likely make huge profits from this development, to properly landscape the area with trees and
shrubs for wildlife but also to make the area (and development) look nice!

It seems that if a new development is planned in Witham, Witham should benefit with the area
being improved, rather than the land around the development simply being cleared. Surely any
district council worth its salt would insist upon this?

| do note that Churchill have created a tiny garden area in the scrub land on the right hand side as
you head into the development, but left everything else is barren.

Somebody has also taken the nonsense decision to prohibit access directly from the river walk to
Lidl, having to go up to the main road and round. There is already a path there and people are clearly
going to take the easiest route. As such this will likely always look awful, unless an actual path is
created and the low wooden fence section removed.

Likewise, prior to their involvement, Lidl developed their store, cut down a beautiful Willow tree,
and seem to have replaced this with some dreadful landscaping which features some dead trees.
They clearly spent the smallest amount of money possible and then failed to even water the trees.
Witham has a lovely riverwalk at its heart and surely a sensible district council would ensure that this
feature is enhanced and also developed, promoting Witham as a garden town. There are plenty of
areas which could be improved with trees being planted. One such area is Highfields Road, between
the school and Asda, where the grass dies yearly and is just yellow scrub. Surely a line of trees (with
minimal route systems such as Silver Birch) would vastly improve the road. | could name dozens of
areas.

Litter is also a problem all over the town.

| have attached some photos showing the Churchill’s/Lidl development. | do appreciate it is
Autumn/Winter but Summer didn’t make any difference to the area already “landscaped”.

Please advise what the plan is,
Regards,

Stephen Kelly

Back to Agenda
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