Town Council — 8.3.2021

Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE
01376 520627
witham.gov.uk

AGENDA
Via Zoom Meeting
Meeting ID: 884 0120 7956
Password: 756 424

Meeting of: Town Council

Date: Monday, 8" March 2021 Time: 7.00 p.m.
To be present: Councillors C. Lager (Town Mayor)

A. Kilmartin (Deputy Town Mayor)
S. Ager

K. Atwill

P. Barlow

J.  Bayford

J. Goodman

S. Hicks

C. Jay

M. Lager

C. Livermore

T. Pleasance

P. Ryland

M. Weeks

R. Williams

1. APOLOGIES
To receive apologies for absence.
2. MINUTES

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held 8" February 2021 (previously
circulated).

3. INTERESTS

To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters
pertaining to any item on this Agenda.
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4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any item
on the Agenda.

5. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to
Witham.

6. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

To receive the Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising (attached at page 4).

7. COVID - 19: — EMERGENCY PROVISIONS FOR GOVERNANCE

To receive and endorse the amended Emergency Provisions (attached at page 5).

8. LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING REGULATIONS

a) To receive correspondence from Priti Patel MP (attached at page 7) and Secretary of State
for Housing, Communities & Local Government (attached at page 8).
b) To review The Local Authorities Meetings (etc) Regulations 2020 (attached at page 9).

9. TOWN COUNCIL ROADMAP

a) To receive the summary HM Government ‘Covid-19 Response - Spring 2021’ (attached at
page 11) and consider the Town Council’s forward business.

b) An opportunity for Members to debate and consider setting out a Town Council ‘roadmap’
of priorities.

10. DELEGATED DECISIONS

To receive the delegated decisions from 1t to 23" February 2021 (attached at page 13).

11. FINANCIAL ABUSE

To receive a Motion from Councillor Jay to consider helping residents of Witham to be aware of
scams (attached at page 14).

12. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS

To receive information from the Town Mayor of any engagements undertaken.
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13. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

TO RESOLVE that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960,
the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of the
remaining items of business on the grounds they involve the likely disclosure of
exempt information falling within Schedule 12A (S5) of the Local Government
Act 1972.

14. LEGAL MATTERS

(a) To receive a verbal report from the Town Clerk.
(b) To receive correspondence.
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James Sheehy
Town Clerk

JS/GK/2.3.2021
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ITEM NO: 6

Officer Report: Town Clerk’s Report

Issue:
The following is to note —

Local Council Update Note - Local Plans

The recent ‘Local Council Update’ note states: “Nine out of ten local planning authorities have now adopted local
plans. The Government set a deadline of December 2023 for all councils to have up-to-date Local plans in place. The
recent Housing Delivery Test measurement shows that the majority of local planning authorities continue to deliver
the number of homes needed in their communities, however 55 authorities delivered less than three quarters of
housing needs, with 40 of these authorities having a local plan that is more than 5 years out of date.”

Minute 122(c) — Royal British Legion Film Group

To note that following the grant to the RBL, feedback has been received on how the money was spent. Unfortu-
nately, because of the pandemic the inaugural film show planned for September had to be cancelled but they are
hopeful that with government restrictions being lifted on 21 June 2021 the group will be able to reopen.

Minute 236 — Trees

The matter of trees was discussed at the Town Council Meeting on 14" December 2020. The matter has been
investigated and a full report will be considered at the next Town Council Meeting in private session.

Advice:

To receive and note.

Back to Agenda

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
"FOUNDATION 4




Town Council — 8.3.2021

Agenda Item 7

Covid-19: Emergency Provisions for

Governance

Summary of emergency changes to Standing Orders & Financial Regulations including delegation of
powers to officers, consultation requirement with Members and restrictions to general working
practices.

These provisions will be in place from approval by the Council on Wednesday 25" March 2020 until week commencing Monday
3" May 2021.

Drafted: 23" March 2020 (Updated 26.2.2021)
For: 8™ March 2021 (Full Council)

To be reviewed at two monthly intervals by Town Council
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Summary Provisions

STANDING ORDERS:

MEETINGS (GENERALLY)

Meetings will no longer be conducted in person at the Town Hall with all but Town Council meetings
postponed.

Town Council meetings will be held monthly via Zoom.

The Proper Officer is the delegated authority to make all and any decisions necessary to discharge

the Council’s business, save for where such authority cannot be delegated under statute.

Any action taken under delegated powers will be recorded in a register of Officer’s Decisions to be
considered by the Council.

The Proper Officer is required to create ‘agendas’ of business for Community, Environment, Policy and
Resources and Planning Applications and Transport Committees to discuss proposed actions for
delegated decisions at an informal Zoom meeting.

ACCOUNTS AND ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS

Under Item 17c, Statements are now seen by the Policy & Resources Committee and will be signed at
the first normal meeting after the expiration of these emergency provisions.

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS:

PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

Payments made by BACS as per schedules will no longer be signed in person by those present at a
meeting. BACS schedules will be emailed or delivered to all signatories for express approval by the
required number of signatories as advised in each individual payment batch. BACS schedules will be
supported with all available corresponding bills and invoices where possible.

Full details of all payments made under the Emergency Provisions will be reported at the informal
meetings of Policy & Resources.

GENERAL PROVISIONS:

Back to Agenda
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The Town Clerk is delegated authority to implement all and any necessary steps as advised or
imposed by HM Government in relation to Covid-19 (Coronavirus).

The Town Hall will be shut to all public enquiries, visits and appointments for the duration of these
emergency provisions with the exception of the Diabetic Eye Clinic.

The Town Hall is open to Members subject to prior appointment and the wearing of face masks.

All correspondence will be sent via email, with hard copies of Agendas and Minutes posted to Members
as and when necessary.

At present during the third lock-down staff are working from home except to provide cover in the Office
or when duties require.

Subject to conditions meeting the four tests, the road map states that all retail outlets will be open
from 12 April 2021 which will be the date when the Information Centre re-opens.
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Agenda Item 8(a)

THE RT. HON. PRITI PATEL MP
WITHAM HOUSE OF COMMONS
LONDON SW1A 0AA

Tel: 020 7219 3528
E-mail: withammp@parliament.uk

Website: www.pritipatelmp.com

Mr James Sheehy
Town Clerk

Witham Town Council
Town Hall

Newland Street
Witham

Essex

CMS8 2FE

Our Ref: ZA65666 18 February 2021

Dear Mr Sheehy,

I attach for the interest of Witham Town Council a letter I have received from the Secretary
of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, The Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP,
in response to the letter from the Council regarding the application of Regulations for local
authority committee and sub-committee meetings.

The letter states that formal business can be transacted at remote meetings of committees
and sub-committees of town and parish councils.

I trust that this reply is of assistance and if I can make any further representations or
enquiries on this matter please do let me know.

Yours sincerely,

l/\\-;L\i C‘(“J:ql(co,& sk y

Rt Hon Priti Patel
Member of Parliament for Witham
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ﬁ Rt Hon Robert Jenrick MP
o ) Secretary of State for Housing, Cammunities and Local
Ministry of Housing, Government
Communities &
Local Government Ministry of Heusing, Communities and Local
Gowvermmant
Fry Building
2 Marsham Strest
Londen
SWP 4DF
Rt Hon Priti Patel MP

House of Commons Tal: 0303 444 3450
London Email: robert. jenrick@eommunities. gov.uk

SWIA 0AA WO gov, ukmihcly

Cur Ref 10078326

He
9 January 2021

:)E_ﬂ.f T}-"’; J"*' 3

Thank you for letter of 21 December enclosing the letter from Witham Town Council with a query
about the application of the local authority remote meetings regulations as they apply to Town and
Parish Council committees and sub-committees.

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local Authority and
Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020 enable all local
authority meetings to be held remotely, including allowing remote access by members of the
public.

With specific reference to your constituent's query, Part 1 (3) of the regulations contains the
definition of a "local authority meeting” listed as {a) to (d) — (a) being "local authority” which
includes Parish Councils and everything in the listed definition of “local authority™ (a) to (g)
immediately preceding. Information about the specific part of the regulations can be found at:
www. legislation.gov. uk/uksi2020/392/regulation/3

In summary and for the avoidance of doutt | am confirming that under the regulations Witham
Town Council can indeed transact formal business at remote committees and sub-committse.

Though it is down to each individual local authority to decide what is appropriate in their specific
circurnstances.

| am grateful to all local authorities, including Town and Parish Councils, who have responded so
magnificently to the challenge of ensuring vital council business continues by conducting their
council meetings remately during these unprecedented times.

Thank you again for your letter.

Cons

RT HON ROBERT JENRICK MP

Back to Agenda
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Agenda ltem 8(b)

The Local Authorities and Police and Crime Panels (Coronavirus) (Flexibility of Local
Authority and Police and Crime Panel Meetings) (England and Wales) Regulations 2020

UK Statutory Instruments 2020 No. 392 PART1 Regulation 3

Table of Contents  Content  Explanatory Memorandum )  More Resources ()

1 Previous: Provision | | Next: Provision 1 Plain View Print Options

Status: This is the original version (as it was originally made),

Interpretation

3. In these Regulations—

‘the 1872 Act” means the Local Government Act 1972(1);

“local authority” means—

(a)
(b)
(e
(d)
(e)

)
)]
(h)

(i)

(i
(k)

m
(m)
(n)

{0)
(P
(a)
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a county council;

a district council;

a London barough council;

the Commaon Council of the City of London;

the Greater London Authority;

the Council of the Isles of Scilly;

a parish council;

a joint board continued in being by virtue of section 263(1) of the 1972 Act;

a port health authority constituted under section 2 of the Public Health {Control of Disease) Act 1984(2);

an authority established under section 10 of the Local Government Act 1985(3),

a joint authority established under Part 4 of the Local Government Act 1985;

a joint committes constituted to be a local planning authority under section 29 of the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004(4);
a combined authority established under section 103 of the Local Demacracy, Economic Development and Construction Act 2009(5);

a fire and rescue authority constituted by a scheme under section 2 of the Fire and Rescue Services Act 2004(6) or a scheme to which section 4 of that
Act applies, or created by an order under section 4A of that Act;

a Mational Park authority established under section 63 of the Environment Act 1995(7);
the Broads Authority established by section 1 of the Norfolk and Suffolk Broads Act 1988(8); and

a conservation board established under seclion 86 of the Countryside and Rights of Way Act 2000(9);
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“local authority meeting” means a meeting of—
(a) a local authority;
{b)  an executive of a local authority (within the meaning of Part 1A of the Local Government Act 2000){10});
(¢} ajoint committee of two or more authorities;
{d) acommittee or sub-committee of anything within paragraphs (a) to (c);
‘remote access” is to be construed in accordance with regulation 5{6)(c);

‘remote attendance” is to be construed in accordance with regulation 5(2) and (3).

(1) 1972 €. 70.

(2) 1984 ¢. 22.

(3) 1885 ¢. 51. There are amendments to section 10 which are not relevant to this regulation.

) 2004 ¢. 5.

(5) 2009 ¢, 20, Section 103 was amended by sections 12 and 14 of the Cities and Local Government Devolution Act 2016 (c. 1).

(6) 2004 ¢. 21. Sections 2 and 4 were moved under a new heading entitled "Combined fire and rescue authorities” by section & of and paragraph 4 of Schedule 1 to the

Folicing and Crime Act 2017 {c. 3). Section 4A was inserted by section & of and paragraph § of Schedule 1 to the Policing and Crime Act 2017,

)] 1995 ¢. 25.
(8) 1988 c. 4. Section 1 was amended by S.1. 2005/1067.
(9) 2000 ¢. 37, Section B6 was amended by section 118 of and paragraph 23 of Schedule 7 to the Planning and Compulsory Purchase Act 2004 and by 5.1. 2005/2847

and S.1. 2013/755.

(10) 2000 c, 22, Part 1A was inserted by section 21 of, and Schedule 2 to, the Localism Act 2011 (c. 20).

Back to Agenda
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COVID-19 RESPONSE - SPRING 2021 43

Agenda Item 9(a)

STEP 1 (sTer2
8 March 29 March No earlier than 12 Apnl ,

At least 5 weeks after Step 1

£2 EDUCATION €2 EDUCATION

8 MARCH « As previous step
+ Schools and colleges open for all students
* Practical Higher Education courses

" SOCIAL CONTACT ff SOCIAL CONTACT
8 MARQH 29 MARCH * Rule of 8 or two households outdoors
- Exercse and . Ru'e of 6 or * Household on'y indoors
recreation outdoors  two households
with househoid or outdoors
one other person * Household only
* Household only indoors
indoors

ﬁ BUSINESS & ACTIVITIES
e

ﬁ BUSINESS & ACTIVITIES

8 MARCH 29 MARCH = All retail
* Wraparound care,  * Organised outcoor » Personal care
including sport, sport {children + Libraries & community centres
for all children and adults) » Most outdoor attractions
*Outdoorsportand ., jnyoor jeisure inc. gyms (individual use only)
leisure facilities * Self-contained accommodation
* All outdoor * All children’s activities

children’s activities » Outdoor hospitality

’ Oqtdoorparent & * Indoor parent & child groups (up to
child group (up to 15 parents)
15 parents)
Q traveL
8 MARCH 29 MARCH * Domestic overnight stays (household only)
« Stay at home * Minimise travel * No international holidays
* No holidays * No holidays
¢ =
* Funerals (30) * Funerals (30)
* Weddings and wakes (6) * Weddings, wakes, receptions (15)
* Event pilots
LOCAL COUNCIL 11
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No earlier than 21 June

( STEP 3 ) [ sTEP4
| No earlier than 17 May ’

At least 5 weeks after Step 2 At least 5 weeks after Step 3

All subject to review

£Z EDUCATION £2 EDUCATION

*» As previous step * As previous step

* Maximum 30 people outdoors

* Rule of ¢ or two households indoors
(subject to review)

» No |legal limit

ﬁ BUSINESS & ACTIVITIES é BUSINESS & ACTIVITIES

» Indoor hospitality * Remaining businesses, including
» Indoor entertainment and attractions nightclubs
*» Organised indoor sport (adult)
* Remaining accommodation
* Remaining outdoor entertainment
{(including performances)

» Domestic avemight stays

» Domestic overnight stays
* International travel (subject to review)

* Internationai travel

' EVENTS ’ EVENTS

+ Most significant life events (30)

* Indoor events: 1,000 or 50%

» Qutdoor seated events: 10,000 or 25%
* Outdoor other events: 4,000 or 50%

* No legal limit on life events
* Larger events

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 10

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 20/02233/FUL - Fortis House, King Edward Way, Witham - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 20/01827/FUL - 2 Perry Road, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00071/HH - 1 Pantile Close, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00053/HH - 53 Hatfield Road, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00035/TPOCON - 21 Guithavon Street, Witham, Essex - raised no objection subject to the advice of the Disrict Council's Landscape
Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00016/LBC - The Old Vicarage, Chipping Hill, Witham - raised no objection subject to the advice of the Listed Buildings Officer and
replacement planting of any felled tree

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 20/02161/FUL - Kelsale, White Horse Lane, Witham - recommended refusal on the grounds of gross over-development of site,

inadequated amenity space contrary to the Essex Design Guide, contrary to Essex Highways’ opinion that the roadway would not
support further development and inadequate parking provision contrary to RLP 10

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00181/TPOCON - 20 Newland Street, Witham, Essex - raised no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape
Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 20-02089HH - 72 Maldon Road, Witham - no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00059VAR - Morrisons Store - recommended refusal on the grounds of - Non compliance with LPP48 in the emerging Local Plan for a

new road link from Cut Throat Lane/Albert Road, Witham; Failure to alleviate anticipated additional traffic congestion following the
store extension; Failure to provide a safer and more convenient access to the store from Cut Throat Lane; The need to relieve conflict
points at the junction of Cut Throat Lane and Albert Road, which is a bus route; That no conflict of traffic would be caused in Cut Throat
Lane as the level crossing had been closed to vehicular traffic for many years. It was also pointed out that the store was now trading in
the extension despite the condition and in contravention of Section 106.

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00206TPO - New Rickstones Academy, Conrad Road, Witham - recommend refusal on the grounds that there is no justification for
pruning back these small trees which were planted to become a landscape feature in the car park and likewise the goat willow in the
field, subject to the views of the District Council's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00185TPO - 41 Bridge Street, Witham - raised no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer regarding t
PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00180VAR - 3 Freebournes Court, Witham - no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 20/01541/HH - 31 Avenue Road - Revised plan - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00059VAR - Morrisons Store - an application was made to the Enforcement Team in regards to the breach in the Planning Inspector's
condition that the store should not trade from the extension until the wall has been removed to allow access to Cut Throat Lane.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed that the Easter Egg Hunt should proceed.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed that Councillor Jay and the Events Co-ordinator would discuss the proposed dog show for late summer.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed to explore healthcare facilities matter further.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed that whilst the request to share Witham’s Community Specials with Hatfield Peverel was declined, the Town Council would

be happy to share information on the recruitment process.

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Iltem 11

Helping Witham Residents to not be targets of Financial Abuse

Background

Witham Resident, Andrew, came to me before Christmas following his grandmother in law being a
victim of a telephone scam. This type of scam calls a landline and by you answering the phone and
staying on the call for a certain amount of time, this allows the scammer to hack your phone line and
make an outgoing call to a number that carries a charge (this will appear on your next bill).

How can we help?

Andrew has looked into this issue further and wants WTC help to not only highlight this crime wider,
but also ask our MP to step in due to the fact he believes phone companies should automatically set
up the ‘barrier’ that can be put on landlines to stop this from happening, without having to request it
(many elderly and vulnerable will not be aware this option exists).

Motion
| will be requesting to pass a two-fold motion;

1. We link in with my ECC Trading Standards colleagues for financial abuse resources, keyways
people can protect themselves from this abuse/protect their relatives. This communication is
then shared via

o Social Media — particularly community groups
o The Voice
o Link in with Citizens Advice

2. Aletter from WTC to Priti Patel requesting that she not only looks into the scamming safe-
guards telephone companies have in place on a national level, but what is needed to be done
to encourage them to automatically set up the ‘barrier’ that can be put on landlines to avoid
vulnerable people being the target of the most vile crime networks who are targeting Witham
residents.

To note:

| work in Safeguarding Adults as my day job for ECC and financial abuse is on the rise, with scammers
taking full advantage of the COVID pandemic, exploiting people in new and adapted ways (a total of
£11million has been reported lost by victims of coronavirus-related scams so far) | think it is important
to highlight regularly to Witham residents updates from Essex Trading Standards so that they can look
out for themselves and relatives.

Within the Witham Community Groups so many of our residents are being targeted, or have family
members who are, so it is certainly a cause for concern in our town.

(Please see leaflet attached)
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Government

Counter Fraud

Function

COVID-19:

GOV.UK/coronavirus

SMS / Text message SCAMS

TOP 4 SMS SCAMS

==

Lockdown fines
suggesting you have
breached lockdown

Fake URL links claiming
to link to GOVIUK
website to claim
supposed COVID-189
related payment

HOW DO SMS SCAMS WORK

Cyber criminals are preying on fears of the
coronavirus and sending ‘phishing’ text
messages that try and trick usaers into clicking
on a bad link. Messages are short and simple
and often claim to be from a known entity.
Web links are harder to spot on a SMS as
they are shortened so apply caution clicking
on linksl

Sender of UK Government SMS:

Genuine text messages from the UK
Governmeant will only come from UK_Gov

You will only ever be directed to
GOV.UK/coronavirus.

EME
"FOUNDATION
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Offers of health
supplements that
will prevent you
becoming infected

Financial support offers
that appear to be from
your bank

HOW TO VERIFY THE MESSAGE?

Challenge - Could it be fake? It's
ok to reject, refuss or ignore any
requests that don't feel right. Check

GOV.UK to ensure it's genuine.

Be wary of text messages that try to
get you to send money, or
important personal information such

as bank details or passwords.

Take a moment to stop and think
before parting with information to
keep you safe or your monesy.

Use official government websites
and refer to *Contact Us' sections
of websites to access information

and services.
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&I National Cyber &

Security Centre

Government

Coun’ger Fraud

Function GOV.UK/coronavirus
GENUINE UK

GOVERNMENT SMS EXAMPLES OF SCAMS

GOVUK MERT
CORDNAVIALS

< COovID
1t has come %0 our atfension that you
Nave been st of the house more
han once. Dus 10 18 mesponstie
Behaviowr, we ame ssung you 8
formal waming and £250 Sre. If this
conlinues, e fne could ncreade to
3 mawman of £5000 andjor an
et Payrraet will be ok
mtomaticaly out of your account
Call Q000 240 9999 Yor ary ~
wequiies of Lo ippesl N

GOV UK ALERT
CORONAVIRUS

New rules in force now: you
must stay at home. More info
and exemptions at goy. uk/
coronavine

Stay at home. Protect the NHS
Save lives

Deotota & Ueond 1 Swetvedmotong (0 BOENT: The UNSTY hoe

i 8 panrrent of £258 % ol
wcov.uk SN -

bty u
) bt COM

o ey .

Enter Your Post Code To
Apply for COVID-19
Relleve

rats

OMD 19 Fctass 13 te

COYAIE CONChENY
Hone mhas B lorrorevt e
nmnrmum e !

]

A e

=
m—
¥

Wiat you need 10 kiow
e

Fuleve conve » e

RECOMMENDED STEP-BY-STEP ACTIONS TO TAKE
@ Don’t Respond

@ Report the SMS Scam to Action Fraud

@ Forward the message to 7726 (‘'SPAM’ on a keypad)

Public Sector Organisations: The Cabinet Office has formed a COVID-19 Fraud
Response Team to assist the government with its counter fraud response. Requests
for assistance should be emailed to: covid19-counter-fraud@cabinetoffice.gov.uk

Public: Please report to Action Fraud

Back to Agenda
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