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AGENDA 
Via Zoom Meeting 

Meeting ID: 884 0120 7956 

Password: 756 424 

 
Meeting of: Town Council 
 
Date:  Monday, 8th March 2021  Time: 7.00 p.m.  
 
To be present: Councillors  C.  Lager      (Town Mayor) 
   A.  Kilmartin (Deputy Town Mayor) 
   S.  Ager 
   K.  Atwill 
   P.  Barlow 
   J.  Bayford 
   J.  Goodman 
   S.  Hicks 
   C.  Jay 
   M.  Lager     
   C.  Livermore 
   T.   Pleasance   
   P.  Ryland 
   M.  Weeks 
   R.  Williams 
 
  
1. APOLOGIES 
 
 To receive apologies for absence. 
 
2. MINUTES 
 

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held 8th February 2021 (previously 
circulated).  

 
3. INTERESTS 
 

To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this Agenda. 
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4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any item 
on the Agenda. 
 

5. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to 
Witham. 
 

6. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 
 To receive the Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising (attached at page 4). 
 
7. COVID – 19:  – EMERGENCY PROVISIONS FOR GOVERNANCE 
 
 To receive and endorse the amended Emergency Provisions (attached at page 5). 
 
8. LOCAL AUTHORITY MEETING REGULATIONS 
 

a) To receive correspondence from Priti Patel MP (attached at page 7) and Secretary of State 
for Housing, Communities & Local Government (attached at page 8). 

b) To review The Local Authorities Meetings (etc) Regulations 2020 (attached at page 9). 
 
9. TOWN COUNCIL ROADMAP 
 

a) To receive the summary HM Government ‘Covid-19 Response - Spring 2021’ (attached at 
page 11) and consider the Town Council’s forward business. 

b) An opportunity for Members to debate and consider setting out a Town Council ‘roadmap’ 
of priorities. 

 
10. DELEGATED DECISIONS 
 
 To receive the delegated decisions from 1st to 23rd February 2021 (attached at page 13). 
 
11. FINANCIAL ABUSE 
 

To receive a Motion from Councillor Jay to consider helping residents of Witham to be aware of 
scams (attached at page 14). 
 

12. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
 
 To receive information from the Town Mayor of any engagements undertaken. 
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13. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

TO RESOLVE that under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960, 
the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of the 
remaining items of business on the grounds they involve the likely disclosure of 
exempt information falling within Schedule 12A (S5) of the Local Government 
Act 1972. 

 

14. LEGAL MATTERS 
 

(a) To receive a verbal report from the Town Clerk. 
(b) To receive correspondence. 

  
  

 
 
 

 
 
James Sheehy 
Town Clerk 
 
JS/GK/2.3.2021 
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Officer Report: Town Clerk’s Report 

 

 

Issue: 
 
The following is to note – 
 
Local Council Update Note - Local Plans 
 
The recent ‘Local Council Update’ note states: “Nine out of ten local planning authorities have now adopted local 
plans. The Government set a deadline of December 2023 for all councils to have up-to-date Local plans in place. The 
recent Housing Delivery Test measurement shows that the majority of local planning authorities continue to deliver 
the number of homes needed in their communities, however 55 authorities delivered less than three quarters of 
housing needs, with 40 of these authorities having a local plan that is more than 5 years out of date.” 
 
Minute 122(c) – Royal British Legion Film Group 
 
To note that following the grant to the RBL, feedback has been received on how the money was spent.  Unfortu-
nately, because of the pandemic the inaugural film show planned for September had to be cancelled but they are 
hopeful that with government restrictions being lifted on 21st June 2021 the group will be able to reopen.    
 
Minute 236 – Trees 
 
The matter of trees was discussed at the Town Council Meeting on 14th December 2020.  The matter has been 
investigated and a full report will be considered at the next Town Council Meeting in private session. 

 

Advice:  
 
To receive and note. 

 

 
Back to Agenda 

 
 
 
 
 
 

ITEM NO: 6 
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        Agenda Item 7 
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Back to Agenda 
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         Agenda Item 8(a) 
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Back to Agenda 
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Agenda Item 8(b) 
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Back to Agenda 
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Agenda Item 9(a) 
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Back to Agenda 
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               Agenda Item 10 
 

 
Back to Agenda 

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 20/02233/FUL - Fortis House, King Edward Way, Witham - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 20/01827/FUL - 2 Perry Road, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00071/HH - 1 Pantile Close, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00053/HH - 53 Hatfield Road, Witham, Essex - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00035/TPOCON - 21 Guithavon Street, Witham, Essex - raised no objection subject to the advice of the Disrict Council's Landscape 

Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00016/LBC -  The Old Vicarage, Chipping Hill, Witham - raised no objection subject to the advice of the Listed Buildings Officer and 

replacement planting of any felled tree

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 20/02161/FUL - Kelsale, White Horse Lane, Witham - recommended refusal on the grounds of gross over-development of site, 

inadequated amenity space contrary to the Essex Design Guide, contrary to Essex Highways’ opinion that the roadway would not 

support further development and inadequate parking provision contrary to RLP 10

PLANNING COMMITTEE 2.2.2021 21/00181/TPOCON - 20 Newland Street, Witham, Essex - raised no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape 

Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 20-02089HH - 72 Maldon Road, Witham - no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00059VAR - Morrisons Store - recommended refusal on the grounds of - Non compliance with LPP48 in the emerging Local Plan for a 

new road link from Cut Throat Lane/Albert Road, Witham;  Failure to alleviate anticipated additional traffic congestion following the 

store extension; Failure to provide a safer and more convenient access to the store from Cut Throat Lane; The need to relieve conflict 

points at the junction of Cut Throat Lane and Albert Road, which is a bus route; That no conflict of traffic would be caused in Cut Throat 

Lane as the level crossing had been closed to vehicular traffic for many years.  It was also pointed out that the store was now trading in 

the extension despite the condition and in contravention of Section 106.

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00206TPO - New Rickstones Academy, Conrad Road, Witham - recommend refusal on the grounds that there is no justification for 

pruning back these small trees which were planted to become a landscape feature in the car park and likewise the goat willow in the 

field, subject to the views of the District Council's Landscape Officer

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00185TPO - 41 Bridge Street, Witham - raised no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer regarding the extent of crown reduction required

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00180VAR - 3 Freebournes Court, Witham - no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 20/01541/HH - 31 Avenue Road - Revised plan - raised no objection

PLANNING COMMITTEE 15.2.2021 21-00059VAR - Morrisons Store - an application was made to the Enforcement Team in regards to the breach in the Planning Inspector's 

condition that the store should not trade from the extension until the wall has been removed to allow access to Cut Throat Lane.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed that the Easter Egg Hunt should proceed.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed that Councillor Jay and the Events Co-ordinator would discuss the proposed dog show for late summer.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed to explore healthcare facilities matter further.
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE 23.2.2021 It was agreed that whilst the request to share Witham’s Community Specials with Hatfield Peverel was declined, the Town Council would

be happy to share information on the recruitment process.
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        Agenda Item 11 
 

Helping Witham Residents to not be targets of Financial Abuse 
 

Background  
Witham Resident, Andrew, came to me before Christmas following his grandmother in law being a 
victim of a telephone scam. This type of scam calls a landline and by you answering the phone and 
staying on the call for a certain amount of time, this allows the scammer to hack your phone line and 
make an outgoing call to a number that carries a charge (this will appear on your next bill).  

 

How can we help? 
Andrew has looked into this issue further and wants WTC help to not only highlight this crime wider, 
but also ask our MP to step in due to the fact he believes phone companies should automatically set 
up the ‘barrier’ that can be put on landlines to stop this from happening, without having to request it 
(many elderly and vulnerable will not be aware this option exists).  

 

Motion 
I will be requesting to pass a two-fold motion;  

1. We link in with my ECC Trading Standards colleagues for financial abuse resources, keyways 

people can protect themselves from this abuse/protect their relatives. This communication is 

then shared via 

o Social Media – particularly community groups  

o The Voice  

o Link in with Citizens Advice 

2. A letter from WTC to Priti Patel requesting that she not only looks into the scamming safe-

guards telephone companies have in place on a national level, but what is needed to be done 

to encourage them to automatically set up the ‘barrier’ that can be put on landlines to avoid 

vulnerable people being the target of the most vile crime networks who are targeting Witham 

residents.  

To note:  

I work in Safeguarding Adults as my day job for ECC and financial abuse is on the rise, with scammers 
taking full advantage of the COVID pandemic, exploiting people in new and adapted ways (a total of 
£11million has been reported lost by victims of coronavirus-related scams so far) I think it is important 
to highlight regularly to Witham residents updates from Essex Trading Standards so that they can look 
out for themselves and relatives.  

Within the Witham Community Groups so many of our residents are being targeted, or have family 
members who are, so it is certainly a cause for concern in our town.  

 

(Please see leaflet attached) 
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Back to Agenda 
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