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Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE 
01376 520627 
witham.gov.uk 

AGENDA 
 

Meeting of: Planning & Transport Committee 
 
Date:  Monday, 7th August 2023  Time: 6.30 p.m. 
 
Place:  Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, Essex 
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business.  
Members are respectfully remionded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined.  
If you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 
 
To be present:  

 

P. Barlow  (Chairman) 

J.C. Coleman (Vice Chairman) 

E. Adelaja 

J.M. Coleman 

L. Headley 

 

T.  Hewitt 

J. Martin 

R. Ramage 

A. Sloma 

E. Williams 

 

 

 
 
Nikki Smith  
Town Clerk 
      
           
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive and approve apologies for absence. 
 

2. MINUTES 
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning & Transport Committee held 24th July 2023 
(previously circulated). 
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3. INTERESTS 
To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this Agenda. 
 

4. QUESTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Members of the press and public will be invited to address the Meeting. 
Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no individual 

speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the Chairman under Standing 

Order 3(F) & 3(G) 

 

5. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
To receive a verbal report from the Planning Officer on any matters arising from previous Meeting. 
 

6. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
To approve officer ‘no objection’ recommendations for applications listed under Part 1 without 
debate.  Applications may be moved to Part 2 where Members are in disagreement with 
recommendations by giving 24 hours’ notice to the Planning Officer. 
 

7. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
To consider applications in Part 2. 
 

8. REVISED PLANS 
To consider the following revised plans received by Braintree District Council that have previously 
been commented upon – 
 
23/00995/FUL – Land Rear of 95 Newland Street 
 
23/00781/REM – Land north of Woodend Farm 
 

9. DECISIONS 
To receive and note decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham which have been 
received from Braintree District Council (attached at page 12). 
 

10. EAST ANGLIA PROPERTY FLOOD RESILIENCE PROJECT 
To receive and note the Environment Agency’s update on the Property Flood Resilience Project 
(attached at page 14). 
 

11. PROPOSED BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL (OFF-STREET PARKING PLACES) ORDER 2023 
To receive a letter from Braintree District Council (attached at page 15). 
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PART 1 
APPLICATIONS WITH OFFICER ‘NO OBJECTION’ 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED “EN BLOC” WITHOUT 

DEBATE. 

Applications Received: 

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town & 

Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications 

and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree 

or online at www.braintree.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be 

treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23/01641/HH 42 Braintree Road, Witham, Essex North Replacement front porch and single-storey side 

and rear extension 

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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PART 2 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERS’ DEBATE 

Applications Received: 

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town & 

Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications 

and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree 

or online at www.braintree.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be 

treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

23/01656/HH 17 Joslin Avenue, Witham, Essex Hatfield Erection of single storey rear/side extension 

23/01709/HH 74 Maldon Road, Witham, Essex Central Proposed triple garage to rear of site; proposed 

change of levels to front of site to accommodate a 

hardstanding for car parking

23/01720/LBC 19 Home Bridge Court , Hatfield 

Road, Witham
Hatfield Proposed replacement of 7no. windows and an 

entrance door

23/01555/FUL Phase 4 Land North East Of, Rectory 

Lane, Rivenhall
North Enabling infrastructure for the NE Witham Phase 4 

development (approved under 20/02060/OUT), 

including: a priority junction and revised site 

access off Rickstones Road; section of spine road 

restricted to bus, taxi and motorcycle use only; 

sustainable drainage system; landscaping; and, all 

associated development

23/01899/TPO 5 Witham Lodge, Witham, Essex Hatfield Notice of intent to carry out works to trees 

protected by Tree Preservation Order TPO - 24/83

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/01656/HH 

Address:- 17 Joslin Avenue, Witham, Essex 

Ward:- Hatfield 

Proposal:- Erection of single storey rear/side extension 

 

Summary:- This is a four bedroomed, semi detached on the Redrow Estate.  The proposal is for a single 

storey extension measuring 3.5m in depth by 6.740 m across to form a dining room with bi-fold doors and 

velux windows, and an office. All materials will match existing. 

 

Recommendation:- LPP36a states that there should be no over-development of the plot when taking into 

account the footprint of the existing dwelling and the relationship to plot boundaries.  The minimial size 

for a garden should be 100 m2 but the proposed extension would take the garden size down to 77 m2. In 

line with Braintree District Council's policy, recommend refusal on the grounds of overdevelopment of 

site so that the garden size is below that required by the Essex Design Guide. 

 

 

Policy References:- LPP36a 

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/01709/HH 

Address:- 74 Maldon Road, Witham, Essex 

Ward:- Central 

Proposal:- Proposed triple garage to rear of site; proposed change of levels to front of site to 

accommodate a hardstanding for car parking 

 

Summary:- This is a detached house set well back from the road and with rear vehicular access.  The 

proposal is to build a pitched roof, triple garage at the back of the garden and to excavate the front 

garden to allow for three parking spaces.  The depth change would be 1.35m and there would be a red 

brick retaining wall. 

 

Recommendation:- There is concern about the proposal for the front garden.  Whilst there is an eclectic 

mix of properties along Maldon Road and numerous with drives, from Street View there does not appear 

to be a similar design for parking.  Maldon Road is busy and to reverse in or out could cause a traffic 

hazzard particularly as the neighbours' wall and hedge could obscure the view of a motorist reversing 

from the site. Would therefore recommend refusal of the hardstanding at the front of the property 

because of a detrimental impact on the street scene and potential traffic hazard. 

 

 

Policy References:- LPP36e 

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/01720/LBC 

Address:- 19 Home Bridge Court , Hatfield Road, Witham 

Ward:- Hatfield 

Proposal:- Proposed replacement of 7no. windows and an entrance door 

 

Summary:- Home Bridge Court is a Grade II Listed Building. The proposal is to replace the existing 

windows and external door with timber framed more energy efficient ones of the same design. 

 

Recommendation:- As these are timber framed and replaced in the same style as existing, would 

recommend no objection subject to the advice of the Listed Buildings Officer. 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/01555/FUL 

Address:- Phase 4 Land North East Of, Rectory Lane, Rivenhall 

Ward:- North 

Proposal:- Enabling infrastructure for the NE Witham Phase 4 development (approved under 

20/02060/OUT), including: a priority junction and revised site access off Rickstones Road; section of spine 

road restricted to bus, taxi and motorcycle use only; sustainable drainage system; landscaping; and, all 

associated development 

 

Summary:- The Outline Planning Application for this site was approved on Appeal.  This application deals 

with infrastructure.  Members will remember from the last Planning Meeting that we discussed the 

Design Guide which included the spine road (The Avenue) and a possible bus loop if the egress onto 

Rickstones Road was not allowed.  There will be a 200 metre section at the junction for bus use only with 

the exception of taxis and motorcycles.  This section will be 6.75m wide to allow for two way bus use.  

There will be at least a 20 minute frequency of buses from Monday to Saturday and an hourly service in 

the evenings and on Sundays.  A surface water drainage strategy will manage surface water runoff from 

the development by the use of existing stream/ordinary watercourse on site.  Calculations have been 

made so that it can withstand a 100 year rainfall event including a 45% allowance for climate change.  The 

application also relates to landscaping at the junction, with existing landscaping being reained and a 

proposed wetland meadown where the proposed 'pond' for surface water run-off will be located. 

 

Recommendation:- The decision regarding whether egress onto Rickstones Road is still to be made, 

however the proposals would appear to be acceptable.  Recommend no objection. 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/01899/TPO 

Address:- 5 Witham Lodge, Witham, Essex 

Ward:- Hatfield 

Proposal:- Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order TPO - 24/83 

 

Summary:- Fell both T4 (Sycamore) and T6(Horse Chestnut). T6 is in the rear garden.  There is serious 

decay upwards in the trunk and the applicant is concerned that it will uproot in high winds.  T4 is in the 

front of the property and the applicant states that they have been advised that there is sign of disease on 

the trunk and it is covered in ivy.  They state that they might wish to undertake work to the house and 

driveway in the future and the felling of this tree would allow for this. 

 

Recommendation:- I would suggest that the felling of T6 which has the hole in the trunk would be 

acceptable but an inspection should be carried out of T4 to ascertain whether the tree is in fact diseased.  

In any event the tree would benefit from ivy being removed.  The applicant has stated that a mature 

replacement tree would be planted and this should be a condition to any work.  The advice of the Tree 

Warden has been sought. 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  

 

Back to Agenda 



Planning and Transport Committee – 7th August 2023 
 

10 

 

Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/00995/FUL 

Address:- Land Rear Of 95 Newland Street 

Ward:- Central 

Proposal:- Erection of 6no. 1-bedroom flats in a two-storey building, with associated parking (8no. 

parking spaces), amenity areas, and landscaping. 

 

Summary:- The original plan was for a seventh flat in the loft of the building.  The Historic Buildings Officer 

stated that they had no objection to redevelopment of the site but considered that the scale and mass of 

the design will have a harmful affect on the Conservation Area.  The design and materials used were also 

considered to be not in keeping.  The developer has now changed the design of the building to two storey 

with a flat roof.  The building will be brick with white painted timber cladding, double glazed and metal 

painted balustrade. 

Recommendation:- ECC Highways had no objection to the proposal but asked that to cut back on vehicular 

travel a residential information pack be provided per dwelling along with six one day travel vouchers.  The 

new design of the building does not lend itself to a Conservation Area.  Members will need to decide 

whether to continue to recommend refusal or to amend their decision. 

Policy References:- LPP52c - impact on amenity, LPP52m - detrimental impact on safety of highways, 

LPP52n - development should be be legible and accessible to all.  LPP53 - Conservation Areas -LPP53a, 

enhance the character of the Conservation Area, LPP53b - positive contribution and LPP53c - building 

materials of high quality and appropriate to the local context. 

Relevant Site History:- This matter was a delegated decision taken by the Planning Officer in consultation 

with the Chairman.  The application was recommended for refusal on the grounds of potential 

overlooking and access to the development contrary to LPP52c,m and n. 

             

Representations:- Hunnaballs Undertakers had complained about the potential for overlooking and the 

distress this could cause residents on occasion. 
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Application No:- 23/00781/REM 

Address:- Land north of Woodend Farm 

Ward:- Hatfield 

Proposal:- Application for the approval of Reserved Matters (Access, Appearance, Landscaping, layout 

and scale) for the central open space (Main Central Park Area), pursuant to outline application 

19/01896/OUT approved on 21.07.2022 for up to 400 residential dwellings and day nursery with all 

associated access, servicing, parking, drainage infrastructure, landscaping, open space and utilities 

infrastructure 

 

Summary:- Following comments cy the BDC Planning Officer a number of changes have been made so 

that the plans comply with the design code.  The following changes have been made, additioonal 

footpath link to the southern section, it had been proposed to have a footbridge over the swale but the 

developers have now suggested stepping stones which would be more robust, an entry has been added 

to the southern part of the park a concrete weir has been added so that in the event of over topping 

water can flow into the other basin.  The footpath round the bus stop has been pulled back and 

connected to the the new path and boardwalk.  A bench has been added at the bus stop and additional 

benches across the site. 

 

Recommendation:- Would recommend no objection 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:- This matter was considered earlier this year and recommended no objection. 

             

Representations:-  

 

Back to Agenda 
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Application & Address Proposal BDC Decision WTC Decision 

 

 

23/01249/REM Land Adjacent 

To Lodge Farm Hatfield Road 

Witham Essex

Retrospective Application for the 

approval of reserved matters (in respect 

of appearance, landscaping, layout & 

scale) for a proposed Footpath/Cycleway 

adjacent to the primary road pursuant to 

outline planning permission 

15/00430/OUT granted 27.05.2016 

(subsequently updated by application 

16/02101/VAR, 17/02176/VAR and 

20/01571/VAR) for Outline permission 

with all matters reserved other than 

strategic access point onto Hatfield 

Road, for the erection of up to 750 

dwellings, Primary School and early years 

centre, enterprise centre (use classes 

E(a)(c)(d)(e)(f)(g)/ F2(b)(c)) and retention 

of existing barn buildings for mixed use 

purposes (use classes E(a)(b)(c)(d)(e)(f)(g)/ 

F2(b)(c)), with associated infrastructure 

and landscaping (The original application 

was accompanied by a Environmental 

Statement).

Application Permitted Raised no objection but wished to highlight the Town 

Council's concerns regarding progress of a 

footpath/cycleway to the south of the railway line to 

the station and a lack of a dedicated drop off area at 

the school.

Agenda Item 9 
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23/00956/LBC Town Hall 61 

Newland Street Witham Essex

Internal refurbishments and the 

demolition of two internal walls to 

facilitate the installation of a changing 

places toilet facility.

Application Permitted The Town Council received and noted this application.

23/01411/TPOCON 43 

Collingwood Road Witham 

Essex CM8 2DZ

Notice of intent to carry out works to 

trees in a Conservation Area: Conifer tree 

- Fell

Application Permitted Raised no objection subject to a replacement tree being 

planted and the advice of the District Council's 

Landscape Office.

23/01113/VAR Land Rear Of 59 

Bridge Street Witham Essex
Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) 

of approved application 21/00318/FUL 

granted 12.12.2022 for: Erection of a 

single-storey two bedroomed detached 

dwellinghouse. Variation would allow 

for: - Addition of velux window at front 

of roof.

Application Permitted Recommended refusal on the grounds that a Velux 

window would be unacceptable in the Conservation 

Area and to the Environment Team’s letter of 22nd 

March 2021 and contrary to LPP53.

Back to Agenda 
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Back to Agenda 
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