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July 2026

The lighter evenings and hot weather have seen an increasing number of children on the River Walk and
particularly around the weir and the Duckpond and this has prompted reports of anti-social behaviour on
local social media groups. If these are not reported directly to the Police, then we may not be aware and be
able to address any issues. Essex Police do not regularly monitor local social media groups.

We do need to talk about the dangers of our rivers and ponds in Witham, particularly to provide children
with safety advice when they head to the water during the hot days. Nationally there has been a significant
number of deaths of children due to the “cold shock” and difficulties in swimming or unseen dangers below
the surface of rivers and ponds. If the signs say “No Swimming” then please educate your children on the
risks and find somewhere safe to play.

The Community Special Team are continuing the fortnightly Community Beat Surgeries, located outside
The Witham Hub on a Saturday between 11am & 1pm and we are always pleased when people drop by if
they have any concerns in their neighbourhood, seek advice or just say hello!

Community Special Constables | Essex Police

July 1%

I began my shift with PC Roper from the Neighbourhood Policing Team, visiting a young boy who had been
a victim of an assault. We sat and listened and then provided advice and feedback to both the victim and his
Mum and by the time we had returned to the Police Station we had received a lovely email from his Mum
stating how our visit had a been left a very positive impact on the victim.

The remainder of the day was going to be a difficult challenge in the heat with both the Witham Music
Festival on the River Walk at Chipping Hill and the Hatfield Peverel Party In The Park event, fortunately |
was pleased to be accompanied by fellow Witham Community Special Connor Penrose, Braintree Special
Constable Wintin, and 3 regular colleagues from the Braintree Neighbourhood Policing Team, PC McShane,
PC Whitby and PC Kinsey. This would allow us to be able to provide a visible reassuring presence across
both events. SC Penrose and | started a little earlier and headed off to Hatfield Peverel which started a little
earlier and began with area patrols, visiting the nearby COOP and shop on Hadfelda Square before
conducting a foot patrol of Strutt Memorial Recreation Ground. The park was already packed and with the
music starting we could see everyone getting into the spirit of this fantastic community event. We spoke
with the Parish Council who organise this and explained how we would be offering our support over the
day. With our first couple of hours patrol visit we headed back to Witham to meet up with the rest of the
team.



https://www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials
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The Witham Music Festival was just getting under way, and we divided up the team so 3 officers could
return to Hatfield Peverel, and 3 officers would be carrying out visible patrolling around the River Walk.
During the first hour we extended our patrols visiting the weir and the Duck Pond before heading over to
ASDA and then returning to the festival via Armond Road. Over the course of the next few hours, we spoke
to lots of people attending and when the officers returned from Hatfield Peverel it triggered an impromptu
game of football with some children. Unfortunately, the Police team succumbed to the greater skill and
higher energy of the youngsters and were beaten 5 -3 but it was fantastic to see the positive interactions.

The crowds continued to build on the main stage area as the first of the acts entertained. During the patrols
we had many people approach us for photos and several enquiries relating to other issues in their
neighbourhood but primarily it was to praise us for our presence which helped them feel safe.

As the team alternated through the rest of the day between the 2 locations we did all have to attend an issue
in Hatfield Peverel, but we were able to arrive on scene very quickly to resolve the issue. A medical issue
back in Witham was also managed with the excellent assistance from the St. John’s Ambulance volunteers
and 2 stop searches were also carried out due to suspicious behaviour linked to potential drug supply,
however, both proved negative and the people were allowed to resume their evening.




Both events closed with everyone having a great time dancing and singing along to the bands and we were
able to finish our patrols with no other concerns.

July 7th

I began my patrol with a visit to Guithavon Valley to carry out a targeted foot patrol following a disturbing
report from the Streetwarden. An incident had been reported to him concerning a fight involving a large
group of children outnumbering a single child victim the previous evening. The incident had been filmed by
the children and some of the details of the report were distressing. Unfortunately, even though this fight was
split up by members of the public at the time, it has not been reported and so Police were unaware and there
has still be no further information shared with us.

When | arrived at the weir there was a group of very young boys and girls playing in the water and after they
all got out, we had a discussion around water safety. This group had also seen videos of the incident the
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previous evening, after it had been shared on social media, and this is a worrying trend. Please be aware of
what your children are viewing on their devices, and you can share anything of concern to Police via the
methods at the end of this report. We also discussed E Bikes which several of the children were now riding
and although these models were pedal assisted and therefore legal, the maximum speed of 15.5mph is still
extremely dangerous for young children and can only legally be ridden if they are 14 years or older on
public roads, cycle paths or bridleways. The River Walk is classified as a footpath / cycle path.

I left the group with advice and carried on my patrol in the area before returning to my vehicle. | visited the
Flora Road estates conducting foot patrol in the scrubland behind Oxlip Road after seeing a large group of
teenagers leaving the vicinity on a previous patrol. When I investigated, | could not find any signs of anti-
social behaviour or evidence of small fires which had plagued the area in previous years. This was a good
sign considering the run of extreme heat which has left the grass and bushes very dry. If you see any smoke
or fires in the area, please be sure to contact the Fire Service on 999 to prevent any major incident.

Returning to my vehicle | headed up Powers Hall End and visited the reservoir which | had been informed
was another area frequented during the hot weather, this is private land secured by fencing, however, there
were several access points around the edge that could easily be breached. The risk of accessing the deep
water is exacerbated by the difficulty in help reaching a person quickly. Please refer to the link in the report
below for information about water safety.
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My next location took me on to foot patrol around the Hatfield Road estate, with patrols around Edmund
Road, Brock Close, Christina Road, Wulvesford and King Edward Way including a visit to the Premier store
and giving advice to a car owner about a broken light. | returned to my car and headed across town to
Maldon Road where | visited Riverview and conducted foot patrol in the area following an incident that had
occurred the previous week. During the patrol | spoke with several people enjoying the summer evening




[ et
AGERY ST

2

o

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL Protecting and serving Essex

before | was directed towards an incident in Latchingdon with all other resources in the area being
unavailable. This took me out of the area for a short time, but | was able to finish off my duty in Witham
with mobile patrols around the town.

July 11t

I had been invited to attend the Chatten Free School Summer fete; this was the first opportunity since where
we had been invited to come along for the children to experience seeing and interacting with police and a
police vehicle. The school is a highly specialist school creating a unique environment for children with an
autism diagnosis and comorbid associated complex needs. My attendance was therefore designed to help
introduce the character of a police officer working in the community and it was an absolute pleasure to
watch the children and parents interact with the vehicle, shields and many even climbed into the cage in the
back for photo opportunities.

Just before 1pm | headed off to Spa Road to join the growing Witham Carnival parade and slotted into
position behind the lead Fire Engine. The theme of the Carnival was the 70’s and the floats were spectacular
along with the carnival courts, dancing groups, youth clubs and the military marching band which really
gave it a special feel as we worked our way along Spa Road, Spinks Lane, Bridge Street and up Newland
Street. The streets were lined with people, and it was a fantastic spectacle and with my colleagues Witham
Special Constable Connor Penrose and Special Constable Wintin we really felt part of the community.
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Once we arrived at the destination of the Witham Town Park we conducted interactive patrols, engaging
with stallholders and also dealt with an incident following an injury, fortunately with additional support
from the Essex Community First Aiders the person was treated at scene. It was a hugely successful event
and a real credit for the carnival committee to be able to keep this community event going which creates joy
for so many.

July 14t

I was single crewed for the evening and began with a visit to the River Walk between Ebenezer Close and
Chipping Hill to engage with the 2 homeless people who had recently been moved on from Honeysuckle
Way. Additional help is being organised to relocate them into accommodation but their situation makes
them vulnerable and this is still managed until a better solution can be found. I headed further along the
River Walk visiting the ASDA store where a suspicious vehicle failed to stop for me as | approached.
Quickly other police vehicles joined an area search but in this instance the vehicle had vanished, however, |
had gathered enough information on my body worn video camera to submit a detailed intelligence report for
future action.
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In preparation for the upcoming Water Safety event | continued my foot patrol to the weir and after
returning to my vehicle visited the large pond at Gershwin Boulevard, which had become a regular place for
children to jump into the water during the hot weather.

I next moved on to foot patrol around the Hatfield Road estate disrupting drug related behaviour and
gathering infromation for another intelligence report on the suspicius behaviour. I concluded my patrol with
a visit to the area around Helen Court and visibility in the town centre.
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July 16t

Witham Special Constable Connor Penrose demonstrated that he is always ready to help in the community
after seeing a schoolgirl collapsed on the side of Rickstones Road and stopped to help on his way home.
Connor was not on duty but quickly identified himself as a Special Constable and placed himself on duty.
He recognised the young girl needed urgent medical attention and he coordinated help and stayed on scene
until the arrival of an ambulance crew who took the young girl to hospital. Amazing work Connor —
showing that we are never off duty in our community.

July 18th

I had previously raised the idea with the Essex County Fire & Rescue team from Witham Fire Station to
create an event to raise awareness of water safety following the significant number of fatalaties, especially
children, nationally this year. The extreme hot weather had made the waterways attractive for children to
play and cool down but this can have catstrophic consequences and | wanted to raise awareness for the local
children that have been seen at the weir, the pond on Gershwin Boulevard and in the river at Whetmead
Nature Reserve. They agreed and as the lead for education in Essex they arranged to meet up on the River
Walk close to Pattison Close. To enhance the message | worked with Witham Town Council to promote the
event and also invited the Witham Community First Responders.
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We had some fantastic engagement with both parents and children exploring the different vehicles,
interacting and practising first aid with the resuscitation dolls and the defibrillator device. These life saving
techniques can really make a difference, and we encourage people to sign up for training if available. Please
continue to promote the message around water safety; we understand that people will enter the water but
want to make sure they take every precaution. No swimming signs are there to protect you but if you get into
trouble in the water, it is important that you receive help as soon as possible and education is vital to
ensuring we don’t have any more unnecessary loss of life. Please click on the link below or search Water
Safety on your mobile device, tablet or computer for more advice.

Water Safety

The event was supported by Witham Town Council with the River Walk and Whetmead Nature Reserve
being owned and maintained by them and Town Clerk and the Mayor also provided information on the new
VR Trail game which is available over the Summer holidays along the River Walk and promoting the new
upcoming Summer Fair event which we will be attending.

For the afternoon | returned to my normal foot patrols of the town centre, visiting many stores and the
market and talking with many residents and visitors around the town. | toured the town park and dropped in
to the library before setting off on mobile patrols around Honeysuckle Way and the Humber Road estate and
following up on a recent incident where the derelict buildings on Laburnum Way had been damaged and a
fire started. This criminal behaviour is extremely dangerous and we encourage anything suspicious to be
reported to us as soon as possible.



https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/water
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I eventually finished my duty with foot patrol on the River Walk around the Duckpond and the weir before a
visit to several of the pubs around the town to guage interest in the upcoming football game later that
evening. | was then able to report back to the officers on duty for the evening with the expectation that there
would be no concerns.

July 20th

I had been passed information from the Street Warden that several people had complained about an Electric
Moped which had been using the River Walk for several days, travelling at excessive speeds putting people
in fear for their safety. Mopeds of any type are classified as motor vehicles and are prohibited on the River
Walk and can only be used on the road with the correct licence, insurance and MOT, the rider showed a
complete disregard for the safety of himself or anyone on the footpath or cycle path. I decided that | would
focus my shift around visible patrolling on the River Walk to see if | could stop the rider and it was while |
was talking to members of the public near to Bridge Street that the rider blatantly rode past me and others at
speed. Fortunately I was able to capture this on my body worn video which I was then going to be able to
use as evidence...but [ wasn’t happy that he continued to ride and I began to look at potential locations that
he may appear again on the River Walk. | was fairly sure the rider would return to the Pattison Close,
Laurence Avenue area and after a patrol on Riverview | caught sight of the rider on the footpath, and he
crossed the footbridge at Helen Court and disappeared towards Laurence Avenue. Invigorated by this
sighting | started to look at some of the areas where someone could hide and before long | found the Moped
parked up. Unfortunately the rider was nowhere to be seen but using Section 165 of the Road Traffic Act I
seized the vehicle and it was collected and taken away for examination.
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With the riders helmet also seized | waited until the recovery truck arrived before heading back towards
Braintree to book it into property but on the way took a short detour to Silver End to provide a visible
presence at the COOP and the nearby playing field, which had seen a growing trend of anti-social behaviour.

I arrived back to the station and completed the booking in process and the helmet will be sent away for
forensic analysis to try and determine the riders identity so that an investigation can be launched into the
dangerous driving and other road traffic offences.

July 22nd

I returned to the River Walk at Pattison Close and conducted a foot patrol along towards Bridge Street,
checking on the new AR Game Signs that had been installed after some of these had been vandalised. While
I was checking these | spoke to several people out wlaking their dogs and | was able to update them on the
successful seizure of the Moped during my previous shift and | received thanks from every one for my
prompt action. | continued my foot patrol in to the town, visiting the Newlands Shopping Centre, the Library
and the Grove Centre before returning through the Witham Town Park. Along the route | met several other
people who all asked me what | was going to do about the Moped that had been seen on the River Walk and
they were delighted when I also updated them that it had been seized and that particular vehicle would not
be seen again. Unfortunately there are still E-Scooters and high power E-Bikes that use the River Walk and |
please encourage you to report these directly to Police or the Street Warden so that we can target our patrols
and hopefully have a similar success in making it safe for everyone to enjoy the River Walk during these
Summer evenings.
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I returned to my vehicle to drive over to Guithavon Valley where | carried out foot patrols around the weir
and the Duckpond, where | confiscated an E-Scooter. This was a little unusual due to it being a hire scheme
scooter from Braintree and | decided that it belonged back there so loaded it in to the back of the car!

I visited Bramble Court to speak with the staff but almost immediately requested to attend the ASDA store
following an in store disturbance by 20-30 children. When | arrived they had nearly all run off and | was
able to cancel the other 2 Police units who had been assigned to attend. This is not a constructive use of
Police resouce and | encourage parents to be aware of where their children are during the evenings and
ensure they are not caught up in anti-social behaviour. I completed my shift with further mobile patrols in
the town centre before once again visiting Silver End on my way back to the Police Station.

July 25t

I began my duty in Witham with a visit to Maldon Road following reports of an abandoned motorbike and
quickly located this parked up on Riverview. After completing preliminary checks to determine if the bike
had been stolen I was able to identify the owner as a Witham resident and visited the home address to find
out why it had been reported. Unfortunately it had broken down and the rider had moved it away from the
bridge to a safer location, with this news I could leave the owner to arrange recovery and close the incident.
While I carried out mobile patrols around the town the Local Policing Team Sergeant, who was addressing
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outstanding incident reports in the town, had pulled over a driver on Hatfield Road and I arrived at the
location to provide additional support if required.

I returned to the town centre and parked up in Newlands Drive to begin foot patrol in the town. Walking
through the Newlands Precinct | spend time talking to market stall holders and local businesses to make
them aware of my presence and to listen to any concerns or issues they may have. While | stood at the
entrance to Newland Street | recorded a very loud motorbike roaring down Maldon Road and I will be
looking to speak with the rider about this behaviour which caused concern for a large number of pedestrians.

I entered the Grove Centre to position myself outside The Witham Hub for the start of the Community Beat
Surgery and | was joined by Witham Town Team Officer PC Pryce. We had some fantastic engagement
with residents, visitors and positive interactions with children and families who visited the shopping centre.
We were then also joined by Witham Community Special Constable Connor Penrose, who had compelted a
speed check on Hatfield Road, before PC Pryce left to conduct foot patrol around the town centre.

With the Beat Surgery complete Myself and SC Penrose set off on foot patrol towards the Witham Town
Park where we crossed paths with PC Pryce and we continued down past Helen Court and on to the River
Walk towards Bridge Street. We split up here so I could continue towards Guithavon Valley and SC Penrose
headed in to the town centre. We hope that many more people were then able to see an officer out on patrol.
On return to our vehicles, we each conducted different mobile patrols around the town and estates before
meeting up at Spa Road for the second of the speed checks with the TruCam. The location had been shared
with us from talking to residents at the Beat Surgery and in the hour on location 5 vehicles were captured
exceeding the limit and another vehicle was stopped for insurance enquiries.
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We moved on to our final speed check location on Gershwin Boulevard, where a further 5 vehicles were
captured exceeding the 30mph speed limit. On completion we headed off in separate directions with
different objectives with PC Pryce returning to the Police Station and SC Penrose heading over to Halstead
to attend an incident, while | headed back to the town centre for mobile and foot patrols. While travelling
down Spinks Lane | spotted 2 young people on an E-Scooter travelling dangerously in the middle of the road
and when they turned into Guithavon Road | attempted to stop them, unfortunately they ignored my request
and turned on to the River Walk. This action alone is an offence of failing to stop and with combination of
other driving offences for no insurance, no licence and no MOT, the rider could expect serious
consequences. The driving purpose for intercepting these E-Scooters is the riders’ safety and the safety of
other road users and this is the reason we need parents to be aware of their children’s actions before there is
a serious or fatal accident. With the Body Worn Video footage from the incident I will be looking to
investigate this further.

Advice on e-scooter usage | Essex Police

July 27t

A shorter shift this time due to a planned full day shift the following day but I still covered a vast part of
Witham during my patrols, visiting areas on Honeysuckle Way and Bramble Road, Dorothy Sayers Drive
and Forest Road and then across town to Laurence Avenue, Pattison Close and including the Hatfield Road
estate. These patrols are deliberately trying to increase Police visibility around the residential areas and at
many of the locations | stopped to speak with people.

I conducted foot patrol along different stretches of the River Walk but it was mostly deserted and |
concluded my patrols in Witham with a visit to the town centre which was eerily quiet.



https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/advice-escooters/
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On my way back to Braintree Police Station I called at Silver End to visit the recreation ground following
recent reports of poor behaviour but pleased to see there were no issues and | spoke to several teenagers
before they dispersed for the evening.

July 28t

I had taken a day off from my normal place of work to be able to volunteer as a Community Special for the
day and had been asked if 1 would bring along a Police vehicle for a free games event in the Witham Town
Park. The Green Space Games team provided football, archery, cricket, croquet and crafting and to
compliment this | had the Public Order van with the shields, lights and Police hats to try on. It was an
extremely hot day but | did manage to get invovled with the cricket and the parachute game. These kind of
events really help to build positive impresssion of Police with younger children and | had many visitors to
the van, exploring the ‘cage’ and posing for photographs.

In the afternoon I returned to normal policing duties beginning with foot patrol in the town centre, where |
visited the library and numerous shops before heading down to the River Walk at Guithavon Valley to check
on the weir. | was able to speak with 2 groups of children about playing in the water, providing leaflets with
additional information about water safety following even more recent tradgedies.

I returned to my vehicle and visited the town centre before receiving an emergency call for assistance at the
train station for a very young child found wandering in the road. With my presence in the town | was able to
get to the location within 2 minutes and | was quickly with the child and the Mother, along with the 2 people
that had retrieved the young boy from the road and called the Police.
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The next part of my patrol took me on to the Hatfield Road estate and after conducting an inquisitive drive
around | was alerted to a vehicle travelling at excessive speed on its way off the estate. | followed the car
until we got on to Laurence Avenue where | saw an opportunity to pull the vehicle over, however, the driver
then failed to stop following the blue lights and sirens and headed away from me on Maldon Road. In order
to be able to pursue a vehicle at speeed an officer needs to have enhanced driving skills and therefore |
stopped and called for assistance. Fortunately a nearby Roads Policing Unit was able to locate the vehicle
and it was then seized for the offences.

To finish off the shift I then joined the Fire Service on Peg Millars Lane in Terling where it was reported a
group of teenagers had been seen in an area close to smoke being seen. On arrival the Fire Service were able
to extinguish a very localised fire which could have spread to nearby grass areas and become a significant
incident and | took details from the informant about the group seen in the area. Heading back towards
Witham | was able to track the group and found them crossing the fields near to Faulkbourne Road. With
one of the Fire Crew joining me we intercepted them and after listening to their account and recording their
details, they were provided with advice about the dangers of fires, how to report and shown the What 3
Words application which helps to accurately provide a location which significantly helps the emergency
services respond quickly. This can be easily downloaded on a smart phone for free from the App Store or
Google Play Store and is very straightforward to use. For more information please see the link below or
search for what3words on your mobile device application store.

what3words /// The simplest way to talk about location
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https://what3words.com/clip.apples.leap
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This concludes the report for July

Stay up to date with the latest policing news by signing up to our weekly e-newsletter
www.essex.police.uk/dispatch

Essex Police
ech Weekly Update

CrimeStoppers. 0800 555 111

Spedk up. Stdy safe. 100% anonymous. Always.

StreetLink - Connecting people sleeping rough to local services

You can find Witham Community Special Constable patrol updates on Twitter / X by searching and
following

Essex Police Witham (@EPWitham) / Twitter

Contact Essex Police
Emergency call &8 999

Non-Emergency Z& 101 or M Report it Online

https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.police.uk%2Fdispatch&data=05%7C02%7CSimon.Jesse%40essex.police.uk%7Ccbcc40a250704122ecd408dd127f5e92%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C638687060480767951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tTIHLIGqlHbqCzRFM9ff4xkGR82lqkAeYexPZYG3qe0%3D&reserved=0
https://thestreetlink.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EPWitham
https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/dispatch/

