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This month we start to see an increase in activities around the town and surrounding area, and we try to support as
many engagements as we can to provide visibility and reassurance and provide direct access to officers who can listen
to concerns and then react, targeting issues in the neighbourhood. We actively link in with the Witham Street Warden
to find out about daily issues throughout the town and work alongside the schools and partnership agencies to resolve
crimes or concerns for people’s welfare.

The Community Special Team are continuing the fortnightly Community Beat Surgeries, located outside The Witham
Hub on a Saturday between 11am & 1pm and we are always pleased when people drop by if they have any concerns
in their neighbourhood, seek advice or just say hello!

Community Special Constables | Essex Police

2" May

It was the Witham Town Council Annual Dog Show located on the River Walk near to Chipping Hill and |
was invited to set up alongside the Witham Town Council stand to provide visibility and support the Annual
Town Meeting which was going to be integrated within the Dog Show. With the latest crime report,
information leaflets on scams and knife crime, | prepared for any questions. | also wanted to provide
positive interactions for families and visitors and brought along some Police hats to try on, stickers, and a
few other giveaways. There is always a very good attendance at the Dog Show, and many residents walk
about the parks and River Walk every day which gives them the opportunity to discuss any issues they may
see along their trails. 1 was able to gather some information relating to drug related activity and anti-social
behaviour as well as concerns for a homeless person who has recently moved to the area.

6" May

I began my shift on foot patrol in the town visiting the library and Roslyn House which had both previously
been locations of significant anti-social behaviour. | am pleased to say that this has dramatically reduced
with our targeted patrols and positive engagement with the young people, providing relief to the staff and the
builders currently renovating Roslyn House. | returned to my vehicle and spotted a vehicle that appeared to
be speeding along Newland Street, stopping it along Guithavon Road to provide the driver with words of



https://www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials
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advice. | drove up to Honeysuckle Way to check on the welfare of the 2 people currently living rough in a
tent before returning to the Skate Park where there was quite a group gathered enjoying the extra daylight. |
was pleased to see that some of the young people associated with the previous anti-social behaviour in town
were channelling this into some great tricks on the ramps and rails. | headed along the River Walk from
Highfields Road towards the Duck Pond to investigate a report of children accessing a resident’s garden
adjacent to the river and a further report that there was a “den” being frequented. During my patrols | located
the den and repaired fencing which had been broken through before meeting with the home owner to discuss
the recent poor behaviour. Fortunately, photos had been captured, and | can now work with the schools’
officer to identify the suspects and visit their homes to talk to their parents.

I resumed my foot patrols as darkness fell before concluding my shift for the evening with mobile patrols on
Dorothy Sayers Drive and a visit to the Templars estate.

8t May

| had been approached by the 1%t Witham Beavers about an engagement visit for their brand-new intake to
provide input around my role as a Community Special and | was very pleased to be able to bring with me PC
Roper and PC Hammond. We arrived in a marked police prison van and with a selection of kit, some
educational games and at times an intense Q & A, we hope that everyone enjoyed the visit. This engagement
is a vital part of my work in the community which helps to build up positive relationships with the children.
After a visit to the “cell” in the back of the van and trying on hats and handcuffs we made sure we had no
unintentional prisoners or new crew mates and headed back to the station.

gth & 10t May

Every year | attend the Temple At War event at Cressing Temple Barns, while this is just outside Witham, 1
get to meet so many people from the town as they marvel at the sights and sounds of the re-enactors and
listen to the songs and music of the war eras. For my part, | provide a highly visible presence and use this as
a great community engagement opportunity representing Essex Police. | am always on hand to provide
advice to people purchasing items from the many varied stallholders and my engagement with the Rivenhall
Air Cadets will result in a visit to them soon. | was also very privileged to be included in the Remembrance
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Service on the Sunday morning as we remembered all those who have given so much for our freedom. We
Will Remember Them.

11t May

I began my shift in the town centre before heading up to the ASDA store on Highfields Road where | parked
up and set off on foot patrol. | visited the nearby Skate Park and although | was offered a scooter to try some
of the tricks myself, a quick risk assessment, convinced me that it would be best if I just watched! I carried
out a similar patrol plan to my previous shift and pleased to see the repaired fence still intact, however,
another incident had been reported by the resident of children climbing the fence. The photos captured
confirmed the same group again and | had only just missed them when | got to the area.

I did meet a large group of teenagers walking along the River Walk from the viaduct towards the town
centre and we did try a little “foot chase” after they were convinced, | would give up. This type of
engagement with large groups, for a few minutes out of my shift, has great benefits, working with them to
deter any future poor behaviour. After returning to my car, | visited the Humber Road estate and both
Rosebay Close and Honeysuckle Way before spotting two young teenagers riding an illegal E-Scooter on
Spa Road. Unfortunately, the rider refused to stop for me when requested but | was able to immediately
recognise him and will be contacting his parents.
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I made a short visit to Hatfield Peverel where there has a been a sharp increase in anti-social behaviour and
this has now begun to centre around the rear of the library. A new Community Beat Surgery will be run by
the Essex Police Town Team, and we will continue to support with detection and deterrent patrols when we

can.

I returned to Witham following a report from concerned members of the public that there had been a break
in at the empty Poundland Store and when | arrived it initially appeared this could be true. Fortunately, after
conducting a thorough search of the premises, | was able to locate a builder who after passing on details of
his manager confirmed that they would be working during the evenings and nights to complete the
conversion of the upper floor. | provided crime prevention advice about leaving the premises open and
unattended before finishing my shift for the evening.

13t May

I left Braintree Station and immediately came across a single vehicle road traffic accident; the driver had lost
control and mounted the pavement taking out several sections of wooden fencing. When | arrived, the driver
was still sitting in the vehicle, and my initial concerns were for their safety but other than a little shaken they
were all in order. | checked the drivers’ details and the car before handing over to nearby security staff and
resuming my journey to Witham.
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I entered Witham via the Avenue which led me towards the library and a visit to Roslyn House, still no
concerns, | parked up and walked towards Favorite Chicken where | found the young rider of the E-Scooter
from the previous shift. | was attracted to the shop because there were 2 high powered E-Scooters sitting
outside. When | entered both owners listened as | explained the law concerning the use of privately owned
E-Scooters and their classification as motor vehicles. This has a significant impact on the owner / rider who
commit offences if they are using them in a public place. A rider can be prosecuted for not having insurance,
not having a valid MOT and depending on their age would be driving otherwise in accordance with a licence
(both these riders were too young to be able to apply for a licence). A quick phone call by one rider saw a
parent arrive and take on E-Scooter home with the understanding that any further use that it could be seized.
The other E-Scooter | confiscated so | could then meet with the young boys’ parents to discuss the incident
from the previous shift and ensure that it does not happen again. The risk of a serious accident that could
result in horrific injuries or death are too great to ignore and riding these on roads is increasing the risk
exponentially.
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I resumed my patrols on the Hatfield Road estate before continuing round to Haygreen Road where |
engaged briefly with the occupants of the caravans on the field behind Aldi. I patrolled the Maltings estate
before parking up on Pattison Close to conduct foot patrol along the River Walk. There have been new
sculptures added along the route, and these have sparked quite a bit of positive interest. CCTV has been
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installed alongside to help with the prevention and detection of any damage, and this will be reinforced with
visible patrolling.

I ended my shift attending 2 separate traffic related incidents at either end of Witham with the last one
resulting in the arrest of a driver who had been reported driving dangerously along the A12.

16" May

I arrived in Witham to conduct foot patrols before the Community Beat Surgery outside The Witham Hub.
The much-improved weather provided a lot of engagement both while walking about the town and during
the beat surgery, collecting information about local issues and providing advice, directions and reassurance.
I was joined by fellow Witham Community Special Constable Connor Penrose, and we were able to respond
to an emergency incident on the Hatfield Road estate within 5 minutes due to our presence in the town
centre. This really helps to demonstrate the value of having volunteer police officers dedicated to the town
and allows our regular colleagues in Braintree to be able to deploy to other incidents across the district.

Following the incident, we carried out foot patrols along the River Walk to deter anti-social behaviour that
had been previously reported near to the Duckpond and the Weir. Fortunately, there had been no further
reports but we will continue to include this in our patrols for the near future.
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For the remainder of our shift, we focused on road safety, and I issued 2 Section 59 Warnings to the 2 young
riders spoken to previously for the use of E-Scooters on the roads, causing both an anti-social impact and a
danger to other road users and themselves. The E-Scooters will be immediately seized if they are seen again
in use in public.

Riding an electric scooter: the rules - GOV.UK

Advice on e-scooter usage | Essex Police

We carried out speed checks on Spa Road / Highfields Road and Maldon Road with 3 traffic offence reports
issued for speeding, however, this was accompanied by 25 verbal warnings. We will continue with these
checks at different locations in Witham over the coming weeks to deter speeding which is a major
contributor to road accidents across the country.

18" May

I was joined by Braintree Special Constable Stevens for the evening patrols, and we began with foot patrol
in the town centre. We had received a report of a disturbance in the Grove Centre, however, when we
arrived just a few minutes later, there appeared to be no ongoing issue. We continued to the nearby Tesco
store where we were informed that 2 people had just left after shoplifting from the store. We encouraged the
store to report and to save any CCTV that would help evidence the crime and we returned to our vehicle to
search for the suspects. From the description the 2 people involved are known to me and | will be able to
contribute to the report when it has been submitted.

Our next location took us on to the River Walk to check on the welfare of 2 homeless people who were in
proximity to the Duck Pond. They are currently being assisted and have been connected with CHESS &
other support groups to try and help them into more permanent accommodation, but we remain concerned
while they are still in a vulnerable situation. We travelled across the town to conduct foot patrol on the
Templars Estate where we met a number of children and visited the park store to check for any ongoing
issues.



https://www.gov.uk/electric-scooter-rules
https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/rs/road-safety/advice-escooters/
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We took a quick trip out to Hatfield Peverel to deter anti-social behaviour around the rear of the library and
check on the meadows before heading on to Terling for a visible patrol before returning along Blunts Hall
Road towards Witham. We discovered a vehicle parked up in a layby and the person with the vehicle did not
match up with the insured party, fortunately after a phone call with the registered owner we were able to
establish a recently renewed insurance and with their assistance we were able to get the vehicle collected.

We arrived back in Witham and responded to a report of a suspected burglary in progress at the Subway
store on Newland Street. Due to our presence in Witham, we were able to arrive in under 1 minute and we
were greeted by a neighbour and the informants. A quick search of the premises revealed no obvious entry
issues and when the key holder arrived, a thorough check was carried out in the premises. It appeared that
the alarm had been triggered and this had resulted in passersby concerned of a break-in. Although a false
alarm in this instance we thanked the informant for their report.

20t May

Out on my own for this duty and I followed up on recent social media reports of fires near to the Duck Pond
on the River Walk. | discovered the remnants that a fire had been started and although this was extinguished
at the time by members of the public, we encourage you to report any concerns to the relevant emergency
services as soon as possible and not on social media which is not actively monitored. A fire on the River
Walk would be devastating to the environment, the wildlife and any person in the area, especially as access
for emergency vehicles is challenging. | was parked up for a short time on Pattison Clsoe observing the
River Walk when | was alerted to an incident of children trespassing at the Roslyn House premises. |
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immediately made my way to the location, and the owner had managed to detain one of the suspects. After
defusing the initial confrontation, | was assisted by another police unit, and we recorded the names of the
suspects and gave strong words of advice about their actions and the impact that had been caused following
previous young suspects entering the premises and causing significant damage to the listed building.

My patrol took me on to Forest Road following a report that a branch had fallen from a tree next to the road
and was precariously balanced with a risk of falling and creating a hazard. Fortunately, | was able to manage
this alone and after sweeping up the debris I continued my patrols returning to the town centre to maintain
visibility following the earlier incident. While 1 still had good light I followed up on a report of a discarded
knife that had been seen by a young child and | was keen to ensure that this was not left in a public place for
somebody to find. The location provided was very general, and | scoured a park area, hedgerows and
drainage ditches. In this instance nothing was found and there have been no subsequent reports. With the
commencement of #OPSceptre week of action around knife crime, this was a timely reminder to report any
concerns around knife crime.
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2314 May

I began my shift in Witham with foot patrol in the town centre, it had already reached 22 degrees and
following an initial circuit of the market area, Newland Street, the Witham Town park and the Grove Centre
| settled outside the entrance to the Grove Centre in the shade. Fortunately, this seemed to be an ideal
location for people to come up and speak with me, with many thanking me for being present and visible,
although...almost everyone asked me if | was hot in all my gear!

I maintained my presence for another hour in the town before heading on to foot patrol on the River Walk,
where the river initially looked very inviting, however, there has been a high number of deaths across the
country due to children playing in open water and rivers. It is vital that parents talk to their children
regarding jumping into the rivers and ponds around Witham during the extreme hot weather. | cooled down
by returning to the comfort of air conditioning for a mobile patrol around Manor Road, Cypress Road and
Forest Road. My next location took me on to Honeysuckle Way to check on 2 homeless people living in a
tent nearby, unfortunately, as | arrived, | walked into a disturbance involving them and spent the next hour
working on a resolution. Frequently we must adapt our approach to situations and draw on our experience to
help create a less hostile environment and this seemed to work well in this instance.

For the remainder of the afternoon, | was joined by fellow Witham Community Special Connor Penrose, and
we conducted speed checks on Spa Road and Gershwin Boulevard. Unfortunately, the results were quite
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poor with multiple Traffic Offence Reports issued for speeding with most between 39 & 41mph in the
30mph zones. Depending on any previous incidents the drivers could receive a speed awareness course or a
fine of £100 and 3 points added to their driving licence. Speed Kills — please respect our roads!

[

27" May

I was joined by Braintree Special Constable Stevens, and we began with a mobile patrol in the town centre.
We had intended to stay in the town for foot patrols but an emergency incident on the Hatfield Road estate
required us to attend after a carer heard screams from inside a property. When we arrived, we were able to
ensure everyone was safe and spent time with the people inside. After establishing that there were no
offences and supporting the family with a referral, we provided safeguarding advice and returned to our
patrols.

We headed straight back to the town centre and met up with police unit from the Rural Engagement Team
who had paused in Witham in case we needed support after hearing that we were heading to an anti-social
behaviour incident involving quad bikes on the Rivenhall estate. Before we got to the location, however, we
were called back in to town due to a road rage incident involving a cyclist and a lorry driver. The cyclist in
this instance had been riding on the wrong side of the road, and this had caused the issue, but on being
spoken to by the RET Officer his demeanour had suddenly changed and he had become aggressive.
Fortunately, with our additional presence he chose to calm down and proceeded on his way — on the correct
side of the road!

We returned to mobile patrols to Babbs Court to follow up on the ASB report and after speaking with the
informant we conducted foot patrol in the vicinity to understand the area for future targeted patrols. Our
final visible patrolling took us over to Spa Road and on to Honeysuckle Way before returning to Braintree
Police Station.




30t May

Special Constable Stevens joined me for a shift in Witham, and we started with foot patrols in the Newlands
Precinct engaging with the stallholders before moving down Newland Street and then into the Grove Centre.

We deviated briefly heading to Hatfield Peverel to follow up on an incident that had occurred in the last few
days. We wanted to provide reassurance to a store owner who had been the victim of a robbery and obtain
the CCTV from the store. The person in the store was pleased to see us and we informed him that we would
return later in the day and over the next week to increase visibility in the area to hopefully deter any repeat
while providing reassurance to staff and customers.

After checking on a broken-down vehicle on the A12 we headed back to Witham for the Community Beat
Surgery outside the Witham Hub. It was extremely busy with lots of enquiries, and we were able to provide
advice and answers for most of the concerns. When the surgery finished, we spoke with staff at several
shops before heading up the high street towards the library. Before we arrived, | spotted a young person with
his E-Scooter, and this gave me the opportunity to provide advice about using it in a public place which is
currently illegal in the UK. In this instance the E-Scooter was returned home due to the owner only having
owned it for 2 days.

A large group of children had assembled in a nearby car park, and we remained present in the area until they
had dispersed before speaking with library staff and visiting Roslyn House. Fortunately, there were no
reports for any nuisance or anti-social behaviour over the afternoon which was very encouraging. | have
spent a lot of my time trying to positively engage with the children over the past few weeks and this seems
to have helped by getting to know them and keeping them away from certain previous ASB hotspots in the
town centre.

We continued our foot patrols back in the town and visited the town park before once again heading back to
Hatfield Peverel for high visibility patrols, where we visited the library and spoke to staff and a member of
public that had reported the incident a few days ago. We also visited Strutt Memorial Park engaging with
families celebrating a child’s birthday in a large group in the shade of a big tree and visited the convenience
store on Maldon Road and the COOP on The Street before taking our marked car over to the train station.
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We then returned to Witham and carried out a speed check on Hatfield Road near to Augustus Way,
stopping a driver at 40mph. With the change to the road layout introducing the new crossing point and the
illuminated speed indicator device there are additional indicators of the 30mph zone. This did result in the
driver being issued a Traffic Offence Report by Special Constable Stevens.

A foot patrol on the River Walk near to the Duck Pond saw us provide words of caution to a group of young
people who had been playing in the river by the weir. While we were talking to other members of the public,
we then spotted the same young person warned about their E-Scooter earlier in the day, now riding with 2
other passengers on board along the River Walk footpath. After they refused to stop Special Constable
Stevens issued a Section 59 Warning for the offence and this will serve as an immediate deterrent for the use
of the E-Scooter. A further sighting of the rider using this E-Scooter in public will result in it being seized
and sent for destruction.

Still not quite finished, we were asked if we could attend an abandoned 999 call which had been made from
an address in Witham and we headed straight to the location. The circumstances of the call were not clear,
but when we arrived, we were pleased to see that there were no serious concerns and following a talk with
the occupants we were able to finish our patrol for the day.
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This concludes the report for May

Stay up to date with the latest policing news by signing up to our weekly e-newsletter
www.essex.police.uk/dispatch

Essex Police
ech Weekly Update

CrimeStoppers. 0800 555 111

Spedk up. Stdy safe. 100% anonymous. Always.

StreetLink - Connecting people sleeping rough to local services

You can find Witham Community Special Constable patrol updates on Twitter / X by searching and
following

Essex Police Witham (@EPWitham) / Twitter

Contact Essex Police
Emergency call &8 999

Non-Emergency Z& 101 or M Report it Online

https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.police.uk%2Fdispatch&data=05%7C02%7CSimon.Jesse%40essex.police.uk%7Ccbcc40a250704122ecd408dd127f5e92%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C638687060480767951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tTIHLIGqlHbqCzRFM9ff4xkGR82lqkAeYexPZYG3qe0%3D&reserved=0
https://thestreetlink.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EPWitham
https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/dispatch/

