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AGENDA 
 

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Date:  Tuesday, 14th December 2021 Time: 7:30PM 
 
Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business. 
Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined. If 
you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 

To be present: Councillors   A. Kilmartin (Town Mayor) 
    J. Bayford  (Deputy Town Mayor) 
    S. Ager 
    K. Atwill 
    P. Barlow 
     J. Goodman 
     S. Hicks 
    C. Jay 
    C. Lager 
    M. Lager    
    C. Livermore 
    T. Pleasance 
    S. Rajeev   
    M. Weeks 
    J. Williams 
    R. Williams 
       

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2. MINUTES 
 

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of Town Council Meeting held 15th November 2021 
(previously circulated). 
 

3. INTERESTS 
 

To receive any declarations of interest that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this agenda. 
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4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 
An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any 
item on the Agenda. 
 
Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no 
individual speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the 
Chairman under Standing Order 3(F) & 3(G) 
 

5. ST JOHN AMBULANCE BRIGADE 
 

Paula Franklin from Witham Branch of St John Ambulance Brigade will be attending the 
Meeting to explain possible problems that they may be facing. 
 

6. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to 
Witham. 
 

7. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
 

To receive details of the Town Mayor’s engagements attended for period – 16th November to 
14th December 2021 (attached at page 4). 
 

8. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

To receive the Town Clerk’s report on matters arising (attached at page 5). 
 

9. ELM TREE AT LYNFIELD  
 

To receive a response from Councillor Derrick Louis regarding the elm tree proposed to be 
felled and to consider appropriate action to be taken (attached at page 6). 
 

10. COLLINGWOOD ROAD – PROPOSED CYCLEWAY 
 

(a) Notes 
 

To receive the Notes from the Zoom meeting with Bellway Developers in regard to the 
proposed cycleway in Collingwood Road (attached at page 7. 
 
(b) Verbal Report 

 
To receive a verbal report from Councillor Atwill who attend a site meeting with the 
developers. 
 

11. GRANT AID – CHESS CLUB 
 

To receive an amended grant aid request form and to approve a grant of £742.00 (attached 
at page 9). 
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12. REMEMBRANCE DAY PARADE 
 

To receive a letter of thanks from Colonel (Retd) Thomas, Chairman of the Witham Branch of 
the Royal British Legion (attached at page 18). 
 

13. GIMSONS REVIEW GROUP 
 

To note the resignation of Councillor Atwill from the Gimsons Review Group and to seek a 
replacement. 
 

14. DAYTIME MEETINGS 
 

To receive a suggestion from Councillor Ager that only Councillors who no longer work should 
be Members of Groups that meet in the daytime to avoid meetings being inquorate. 
 
Order Note:  This arose from the Climate Audit Panel which was to meet on Monday, 6th 
December 2021 which was inquorate. 
 

15. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

(a) Planning Applications and Transport Committee held 15th and 29th November 2021  
Minutes 150 to 174 (inclusive) 
 
To receive a report of the Meetings. 
 

(b) Policy and Resources Committee held 29th November 2021 
Minutes 35 to 50 (inclusive) 

 
  To receive a report of the Meeting. 

 
16. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 
TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the 
consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule 
12A (S5) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

17. COMMITTEE REPORT – CONTINUED 
 
Policy and Resources Committee held 29th November 2021 
Minutes 32 to 34 (inclusive) 
 
To receive a report. 
 

 
James Sheehy 
Town Clerk        
JS/GK/8.12.2021 
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        Agenda Item 7 

 
 

 
Back to Agenda 
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        Agenda Item 8 
 

Town Clerk’s Report 
 
Matters Arising 

This report details all relevant matters arising that have occurred since the last Town Council meeting. Matters may feature 
on multiple reports, as they remain outstanding. 

MINUTE RESOLUTION DIRECTION 

124/18/10/2021 The Town Mayor be enabled to hold a meeting of all church 
ministers in the Town Hall with the purpose to make a list 
of all their activities, groups, clubs, etc. that benefit the 
public. 

Meeting cancelled. 

 
Notifiable Correspondence 

This report details all relevant correspondence raised & received in response to a resolution. Correspondence remains 
outstanding on this list until fully satisfied by Full Council or its respective committee. 

DATE CORRESPONDENCE STATUS 

 No Outstanding Correspondence  

 
Other Matters & Meetings 

4th November 2021 - Members project focus panel 
 
9th November 2021 - Capital Expenditure Meeting 
 
11th November 2021 - Town Hall Site Improvement Project Meeting 
 
14th November 2021 - Remembrance 
 
18th November 2021 - Management Meeting 
 
24th November 2021 - Virtual conference on High Streets 
 
29th November 2021 - Review of Collingwood Cycleways Scheme Meeting 
 
30th November 2021 - Transport Consultant Meeting 
 
1st December 2021 - Interview Panel Day 
 
2nd December 2021 - Setting of Corporate Strategy 
 
5th December 2021 - Witham Christmas Fayre 
 
7th December 2021 - Meeting with Cllr. Michael Lager 
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         Agenda Item 9 
 

Good Afternoon All, 

 

I have received the following response from Essex Highways: 

 

“ Please find attached the approved in principle roundabout which would serve as 
access to the Woodend Farm development, which is located immediately to the 
south-west of the Lodge Farm development and which has a resolution to grant 
outline permission, subject to the completion of a S106, from Braintree’s District 
Council’s planning committee. 

 

I understand that a condition is going to added to the permission requiring a 
feasibility study to be completed regarding the possibility of re-locating the elm tree 
however you would need to check this with Braintree District Council. 

 

In responding to development proposals, as Highway Authority Essex County 
Council’s remit is highway capacity and safety. Matters such as Arboricultural impact 
are planning matters and therefore considered by the Local Planning Authority 
(Braintree District Council in this case).” 

Best regards, 

Derrick 

Cllr Derrick Louis TD MBA CDir FIoD 

Member for Witham Southern Division (Hatfield Peverel, Witham South and Witham West) 

Cabinet Deputy to the Leader of the Council 

 

 

The plan will be on the presentation 

 

Back to Agenda 
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      Agenda Item 10(a) 
 
NOTES OF A ZOOM MEETING HELD 24TH NOVEMBER 2021 WITH BELLWAY DEVELOPERS TO 
DISCUSS THE PROPOSED CYCLEWAY IN COLLINGWOOD ROAD AS PART OF THE PHASE 4 
DEVELOPMENT OFF FOREST ROAD. 

 
Present: Councillors S. Ager 

K. Atwill 
P. Barlow 
J. Goodman 
S. Hicks 
A. Kilmartin 
M. Weeks 

 
R. Playle  Essex County Council 

    S. Wilson  Braintree District Council 
 
Developers: Cameron Scott  Connect (Media Engagement) 
  Sarah Cornwall  Bellway (Planning Consultant) 
  Steve Field  Bellway (Consultant Engineer) 
  Paul Gibbs  (Supporting Bellway Land Department) 
  Olivier Spencer  Andrew Martin (Urban Planning) 
 
    J. Sheehy  (Town Clerk) 
    G. Kennedy (Planning Officer) 
 
It was explained by Olivier that the proposed cycleway was part of an Outline Planning Application for 
Phase 4 of the Bellway Development off Forest Road and included 230 homes, sports pitches and 
allotments.  He said that whilst it appeared that the cycleway was included late in the day the reality 
was that there had been discussions with Officers from Essex County Council (ECC) and Braintree 
District Council (BDC) for the past two years to make improvements to the cycle network.  In answer 
to a question Olivier said that it was ECC and BDC that had made the proposal. 
 
Ross said that no one had been consulted regarding this unacceptable cycleway down Collingwood 
Road and considered the best use of time this evening would be to recognise that the proposal would 
not proceed and an alternative route be explored.  Members were very disappointed that there had 
been no consultation and Ross said that as the County Council Ward Member he had likewise not 
been approached.  The Town Clerk said that the development off Forest Road was in Rivenhall but 
there had been no consultation with the Town Council despite the effects on the town. 
 
Olivier said that ECC as the Highways Authority considered that a cycleway would mitigate the 
development off Forest Road and he considered that its view would not be changed.  Members were 
disappointed that officers from both ECC and BDC had not attended this meeting.   
 
Members considered that as Collingwood Road was a wide avenue it was already a safe route to cycle 
without designated cycleways, which would spoil the heritage of the street scene in a Conservation 
Area, remove parking bays as well as the loss of trees.  In addition, the proposal would result in a 
piecemeal cycleway and significantly reduce the width of the road, which was a bus route and a main 
artery of the town. 
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The Town Clerk explained that the Town Council manage most of the cycleways in Witham and there 
was a proposal to link up the River Walk to Whetmead and the Rail Trail which could be achieved on 
a limited budget.  The existing cycleway could be renovated and the aspirations of the Essex Cycling 
Strategy achieved.  It would be a colossal waste of resources to rip up Collingwood Road and a fallacy 
to continue with this proposal.   
 
Several alternative routes were put forward and could be investigated.   
 
Members were in agreement that the proposed cycleway should not proceed and that by working in 
partnership with ECC, BDC and the developers an alternative route and satisfactory resolution could 
be achieved.   
 
It was agreed that an early meeting should be arranged and that the Town Clerk would contact Martin 
Mason, officer involved at ECC and names of BDC officers passed on to him. 
 
 
 
JS/GK/26.11.2021 
 
Back to Agenda 
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        Agenda Item 11 
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Back to Agenda 
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Back to Agenda 


