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MINUTES
PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE

Date: Monday, 9" January 2023
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE
Present: Councillors J. Goodman (Chairman)
A Kilmartin (Vice Chairman)
K. Atwill
P. Barlow
P. Heath
S. Hicks
M. Lager
G. Kennedy (Planning Officer)
S. Smith (PA to the Council)

And one member of the public

200. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C. Lager, C. Jay and T. Pleasance.
RESOLVED That the apologies be received and accepted.
201. MINUTES
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and
Transport Committee held 19" December 2022 be confirmed as a true
record and signed by the Chairman.

202. INTERESTS

Councillor Kilmartin declared a non-pecuniary interest at Minute 206, regarding application
22/03422/HH — 34, Blunts Hall Road, Witham, as she knew the property owner.

203. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

No comment was made by the member of public present.
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PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT

The Planning Officer explained that she had contacted Neil Jones, Senior Planning Officer at
Braintree District Council regarding Minute 197 — Appeal Phase 4 Land off Rectory Lane. He
had advised that Schedule 14 indicated that the first dwelling could not be occupied until the
contribution had been paid. He suggested that it would be two years at least before houses
would be released.

She had also been making enquiries regarding the 3PR initiative mentioned at Minute 198 —
Parking near the Holy Family School, and would make a full report at the next Meeting once
further information was received.

She reported that the proposed meeting between Essex County Council and National Highways
to discuss the de-trunking of the A12 had been postponed and would now be held on 16%
January 2023.

RESOLVED That the report be received and noted.

PART 1 APPLICATIONS

22/03416 52 Rickstones Road, Witham
Single storey rear extension

NO OBJECTION

PART 2 APPLICATIONS

22/03343/HH 31 Avenue Road, Witham
Proposed alterations to roof from hip to gable end to enable loft
conversion with rear dormer

NO OBJECTION subject to no representations being made
by neighbours.

22/03362/TPOCON  Foster Court, The Grove, Witham
Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area

Members were informed that the Tree Warden had agreed that the
work was reasonable and recommended no objection subject to a
replacement tree being planted.

NO OBJECTION subject to the advice of the District
Council’s Landscape Officer and a replacement tree being
planted.

22/03391/TPOCON 32 Newland Street, Witham
G1 -4 no. Limes — re-pollard

Members were informed that the Tree Warden had agreed that the
work was reasonable and recommended no objection.

NO OBJECTION subject to the advice of the District
Council’s Landscape Officer.
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22/03367/FUL Land adjacent Unit A, Eastways, Witham

Erection of commercial unit (Use Class B8) together with access,
parking, landscaping and associated works.

Members commented that any development within the industrial
estate was encouraged, especially if it would result in greater
employment opportunity for Witham.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL

22/03422/HH 34 Blunts Hall Road, Witham, Essex
Single storey front and rear extensions and first floor side extension.

Councillor Kilmartin declared a non-pecuniary interest regarding the
application as she knew the property owner.

It was noted that the extension would contain a music room and it was
hoped that sufficient sound proofing would be included.

NO OBJECTION subject to the extension being subservient
to the house and the LPA being content with the proposed
render of the gable.

REVISED PLANS

There were no revised plans to consider.

DECISIONS

The decisions on Planning Applications pertaining to Witham were received.
RESOLVED That the decisions be received and noted.

20s PLENTY

Members were asked to consider a motion to support the 20s Plenty Campaign.

Members debated at length the benefits and drawbacks to supporting this campaign, including,
but not limited to, safety and environmental factors. They discussed how Witham Town
Council had historically been in favour of a 20mph limit, but agreed they did not want the
campaign to lead to a “blanket” limit across the whole town.

RESOLVED That the Planning and Transport Committee take no
further action regarding the motion to support the 20s Plenty
Campaign.

It was pointed out that as it was a Town Council policy to support a 20 mph speed limit in
residential areas of Witham it would be necessary to refer this matter to the Policy and
Resources Committee.

RESOLVED That the information be received and noted, and that
this item be referred to the Policy and Resources Committee.
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7:06 p.m.

Councillor J. Goodman
Chairman

GK/SS/11.1.2023
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