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It has been such a pleasure serving as Mayor of
Witham since May of this year. I have had an
opportunity to meet some of the amazing people
that live, work and serve this town. We have so
many people, young and old, who volunteer their
time, their homes, their talents and even their
money to help others. Witham also has so many
incredible young people who help with Guides,
Scouts, Twirlettes, music, theatre, football, rugby
and on and on. We have people like Sydney King, this
year’s winner of the Mayor’s Youth Award, who is
active in everything from her school to Rainbows,
helping other young people recognise and develop
their talents and abilities. The young talented actors
and actresses, dancers, singers, costume designers,
set makers, etc that help Witham Operatic
Workshop to put on such amazing shows each February half term. And of course there are all the
adults who work with these young people to pass on their skills and knowledge.
There are many negative voices around us all the time, but I am inspired by the majority of people
who choose to make Witham a better place to live and that is why I am so proud to be the Mayor. We
now host 3 major events for the town to enjoy, free of charge – The Witham Puppet Festival, the
Witham Community Day in Maldon Road park in June and the Dickensian Christmas Market at the end
of November. We also have the wonderful Witham Carnival every July, put on by the Witham Carnival
Committee. The Town Council continues to work hard to give the residents a beautiful town with wide
open space like the Riverwalk, Whetmead and James Cooke Wood. If you haven’t visited all of these
places, please do – they are beautiful, peaceful and free to use. Thanks to volunteer organisations
such as the Witham Wombles, the litter in these beautiful places is kept to a minimum. Of course, if
the people who visit these places didn’t leave less mess, it would make it an even better place for
everyone! It might surprise some residents just how many individuals, groups and organisations work
every day to make Witham a better place. To all of these, far too many to mention, I want to thank
you on behalf of all of the people of Witham.
To the young people of Witham I would like to say that there are many places that you can get
involved and spend your time. There are groups for all ages for football, rugby, Tae Kwon Do, Karate,
musical theatre, RAF cadets, British Legion Youth Division, Police Cadets, Army Cadets, Scouts, Guides,
Rainbows, Boot Camp, Boys Brigade, Youth Chamber of Commerce, The Big Sing – the list goes on and
on. If you want something to fill your time, make new friends and build towards a better future then
please look into one of these groups that interest you. If you want to know more about local
government or are interested in what the Town Council does, please let us know at the Town Hall and
you can come for a chat or a tour and of course all Council meetings are open to the public, so come
along and see what we do and don’t forget to add your voice.
On behalf of myself and my family as well as everyone at Witham Town Council, I wish you a very
Merry Christmas and a wonderful New Year to come.
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Witham 2018 Calendars are now available!
The Witham Information Centre is and surrounding areas, capturing the
now selling exclusive Witham Town beauty hot spots and diverse nature
that our Town offers including local
calendars.
landmarks and stunning shots of the
Witham resident Mr Brian Wilmer is a River Walk.
member of the Witham Camera Club
as well as the Witham Horticultural
Society and often displays his works in The Witham Information Centre is
the Information Centre, 61 Newland located in the Town Hall, 61 Newland
Street and is open from 9:00am to
Street.
4:30pm Monday to Thursday, and
After this year’s art display he worked 9:30am to 4:00pm on Fridays.
with the Tourist Information Centre to
design this calendar for 2018. It can
only be purchased at the Information
Centre for the bargain price of £4.50
and contains lovely views of Witham

RNLI Fundraising
The R.N.L.I. Witham Fundraising Group is
launching a brand new fundraising project
beginning in November 2017.

Entitled “Betty’s 5p Lifesaver Pots” you can
save your loose five pence pieces to help
save a life at sea, on the beaches and even
in severe flooding.

You can collect a pot to start saving from
the Tea Rooms, Newland Street. When
your pot is full, cash it in for an empty one
with your fundraising efforts helping to
support the crucial work of the R.N.L.I.

Witham Choral
Witham Choral is presenting a Sing
Christmas! concert on Saturday 9
December at 7.30 p.m. at Witham
Public Hall which will include carols
galore for both choir and audience.
In addition to the carols, it will be a
splendid Christmassy mixture of
excerpts from Messiah, Charpentier’s
Midnight Mass and Vaughan Williams’
Christmas Fantasia. Witham Choral will
be accompanied by the Colchester
Philharmonic, conducted by Patrick
McCarthy, and baritone soloist Alastair
Merry will be joining in the seasonal
celebrations.
Tickets: £12 or £5 for those in full-time
education available from Witham Public
Hall
at
0345
017
8717
or
www.withampublichall.co.uk, Witham
Information Centre in the Town Hall on
01376 502674, as well as from choir
members or from 01376 513713.
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Town Carol Service
Everyone is welcome to begin the Christmas
Festivities by singing carols around the
Christmas tree (opposite the Town Hall) on
Wednesday, 13th December 2017 at 7 p.m.

The traditional carol service will include old
favourites ‘O come, all ye faithful’ and ‘We
three kings’ and include bible readings. We
will be joined by the enthusiastic voices of
the Big Sing which will add to the festive
occasion.

There will be a collection for the Town
Mayor’s charities and all followed by
refreshments

at

the

United

Reformed

Church.
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Witham’s 1st Responders
The Local Lions Club of Witham and District
recently decided to raise money to sponsor the
setting up of a local Community First Responders
Group.
Community first responders are volunteers who
have been trained and examined by the East of
England Ambulance Service to attend certain
types of emergency calls in the area where they
live or work. Their aim is to reach a potential life
threatening emergency in the first vital minutes
before the ambulance crew arrives.
Their role is to help stabilise the patient and
provide the appropriate care, such as resuscitation, until the more highly skilled ambulance crew arrives on scene to take over the
treatment.
First responders must drive under normal road conditions with no visible or audible devices e.g. ‘blue lights or sirens’.
Your local First Responders are: Robert Ostler, Steven Hardy, Bob Hamilton and Chris Batson for more information please contact the
East of England Ambulance Service on 0345 601 3733 (01603 481220 out of hours).

Be Part of Witham’s Next Community Day!
Witham Town Council is organising its annual Community
Day to be held in Maldon Road Park on Saturday 9th June
2018.
Are you involved in a Witham based Club, Group or
Organisation?
Opportunity to fundraise, showcase what your club has to
offer and encourage new members to join.
Do you run a Dance Group who would like to give a display?
There is no charge for Community Groups to take part in this event.
To register your interest in getting involved please email Pauline Merritt:
communityofficer@witham.gov.uk before 31st January 2018
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Witham Town Council is Working for Residents of the Maltings Lane Estate.
The story so far….
A consortium of landowners submitted a
planning application for a development at
Maltings Lane. The development which
consisted of up to 850 homes together
with a business and retail park, primary
school, shops and community facilities was
granted planning permission in 2000. The
effect of the last recession has delayed
completion of the development despite
the planning permission being revised in
2008 and 2012.
To date over 750 homes have been built
alongside a primary school, pub/
restaurant, supermarket, day nursery,
play areas and highway improvements.
Still to come ….
Leisure facilities … developers are
required to provide playing fields and a
multi-use games area (MUGA) which will
be transferred to the District Council. The
developer has laid out the MUGA; grass
pitches, access road and parking spaces
and will be completing the outstanding
works in order to proceed with the
transfer.
More employment … the landowners are
actively marketing plots of land to
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prospective employers. Persimmon Homes
have constructed a new 10,000 sq.ft
regional office on the site and it is hoped
that this will increase interest in the
remaining sites and attract further
employers.

Community facilities … The original master
plan identified that land was to be
provided for a nursery, a health facility, a
place of worship and a community centre.

A health facility will not be provided on the
site due to plans to provide a large health
Public art installations … £120,000 has facility for Witham in a central location
been received to provide works of art and which is the preferred option for local GP’s
craft within the development site. In the and their partners.
New Year an art consultant will be
appointed to carry out a consultation with The nursery has been provided elsewhere
the local community
and the efforts to attract a religious group
More housing … the last parcel of land interested in the site have not been
which remains undeveloped has planning successful.
permission for up to 78 homes. The land
is owned by private individuals, not a The District Council is currently exploring
housing developer and approval for the options and other funding sources in order
design and appearance of the homes will to identify opportunities to provide a
need to be sought.
better community facility for the town.
Due to the size and complexity of this
project and the link to other funding
New Shops … the new shops are linked to sources the facility may take time to be
the last phase of the housing delivered, however it is intended that the
development - under the terms of the proposed facility will suit the needs of the
current planning permission the developer community. There will be opportunities for
will be required to provide 3 x small retail the local community to be involved in the
shops. The conditions of the planning project as it progresses.
permission require these shops to be built
before the occupation of 15th home
within the last phase.
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What is the Town Council Doing For Community Safety?
Witham has recently seen an upsurge in thefts and antisocial
behaviour, especially targeting vans containing expensive tools and
equipment. Reduced Police funding has resulted in a reduced
response with delays in attendance and very little visible on-street
presence. The Police do of course promptly attend the most urgent
and serious incidents.
The Town Council has held a long term commitment to improving
the safety and security of local citizens in Witham and in response to
a series of thefts and vandalism which have targeted local business
and residents, a new Task & Finish Group for Community Safety was
launched in May 2017 consisting of Council members,
representatives of Essex Police and members of the public.

The Council also want to “re-invent” Neighbourhood Watch with the
community keeping an eye open and reporting unusual activities,
mainly through existing and new Residents’ Associations. There will
be advice and publicity to help prevent crime in the first place
through use of locks, parking vehicles securely and keeping friends
and neighbours informed of absences. The Council would also like to
see more integration of the numerous CCTV installations across the
town.

Interested in becoming a Special
Constable? You can find out everything
you need to know and begin your
application on the Essex Police
Website:

https://www.essex.police.uk/join-thepolice/special-constabulary/

As part of a pilot project being driven by Essex Police, Witham Town
Council has agreed to be one of the first towns in Essex to benefit
from newly recruited Community Special Constables which will help
return visible, community policing to Witham. As part of the scheme,
the Town Council will commit to funding up to five dedicated
Community Special Constables who will hold full arrest powers and
will be accountable to the Town Council for local policing, through
Essex Police.

The project forms part of the wider aims of the Police, Fire & Crime
Commissioner to double the number of Community Special
Constables in Essex.

Local residents and businesses are invited to join the Task & Finish
Group for community safety to help shape the future of Witham’s
policing and raise issues of concern, and can do so by making an
expression of interest to the Town Council.

If you would like to make your voice heard and influence the future
of crime prevention in Witham, then please contact
deputytownclerk@witham.gov.uk to join the Task & Finish Group
for Community Safety.
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Witham’s Voice
Town Mayor’s Youth Award 2017
On Wednesday 4th October, Witham
Town Council presented the Mayor’s
Youth Award of 2017 to Sydney King for
her outstanding contribution to the local
community and in recognition of her
hard work and determination. Sydney
was presented with a cheque for
£250.00 and awarded a further £500.00
to be donated to a charity of the
winner’s choice.
Sydney selected Amy & Friends who
provide support for those with Cockayne
Syndrome. Town Mayor, JoAnn Williams
said “I am so excited to bring the youth
awards back as there are so many
wonderful young people in Witham who
deserve to be recognised. The nominees
were all very impressive so the judges
found making a decision very difficult.
The winner Sydney King is an amazing
young woman and fine example for
everybody
in
the
community.
Congratulations to all the winners and we
hope that we will receive more
nominations for next year’s award.”

Mayor Councillor JoAnn Williams with the Youth Award Stars.
In addition to the Winner & Superstar of
the Mayor’s Youth Award, Courtney
Brooks, 11, was crowned the Rising Star
of 2017 and nominees Eloise Wood,
Lauren Stevens, Ruby Hassler and Lily
Burke crowned Shining Stars for their
exemplary nominations and involvement

in Witham.
The Mayor’s Youth Award will be
accepting the next round of nominations
in Summer 2018 and celebrates the
diversity
of
Witham’s
younger
generation.

Increasing Development in Witham.
“Looking around Witham at the moment you can’t fail to notice
the housing going up everywhere. And it’s not just Witham –
planning permission has recently been granted for substantial
developments in Halstead, Silver End, Hatfield Peverel, and even
more is planned in Braintree.
In Witham, 750 dwellings are going up at Lodge Farm, next to
Witham Lodge on the Hatfield Road, and at the adjacent
Woodend Farm a further 350 are in Braintree District Council’s
draft Local Plan. Some 385 dwellings are under construction off
Forest Road. Approval was granted in July for up to 150
dwellings at Conrad Road, and last February for converting the
former NHS building in Collingwood Road into 61 flats, with an
application being considered for 65 Dwellings at Rickstones
Road opposite the Academy and the Maltings Lane
development remains incomplete. It adds up to over 1,800,
increasing the town’s population to over 30,000.
With this burst of activity comes the need for transport and
road improvements, schools, health services, jobs, sports and
leisure facilities, meeting places, parks and open spaces,
shopping, indeed everything that’s needed to make a real
community and not just yet more housing estates.

All this housing really is needed, firstly because we need to get
the cost of housing down and that can only be done by
expanding the supply, and secondly because we are simply not
replacing the older stock anything like fast enough.
Furthermore, the government’s planning rules require each
District to show it has enough land allocated for housing to
meet the coming five years’ needs, and in Braintree there is only
enough for under four. This means that it becomes relatively
easy for predatory builders to get consent on unsuitable sites.
Your Town Council looks carefully at every planning application
and provides comment and advice to the Local Planning
Authority, Braintree District Council, that actually makes the
decision. It’s become very clear in the rush to build that there
won't be enough doctors, road improvements and shopping,
which is leading to problems in accessing GPs and increased
congestion in particular. The Council is doing what it can to
persuade the NHS, Braintree District Council and the County
Council to act to put this right and continues to fight for
Witham’s interests through the Improving Healthcare Facilities
in Witham Working Group and the Task & Finish Group for S106
matters.”
Councillor M.C.M Lager
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CHURCHES TOGETHER IN WITHAM - CHRISTMAS SERVICES 2017
3 December – Sunday
10.30 am
Toy Service
Methodist Church

United Reformed Church
Christingle Service

10.00 pm

The Holy Family & All Saints Church (RC)
Carols by Candlelight
The Valley Church
Shepherds’ Mass (carols 30 mins before)

St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)

11.30 pm

The Holy Family & All Saints Church (RC)
Midnight Mass

11.30 pm

St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)
Midnight Communion

10 December – Sunday
10.30
Toy service - for the Angel Tree Project
4.00 pm

17 December – Sunday
10.30 am
Christingle Service
10.30 am

24 December – Christmas Eve (continued)
4.00 pm Carols by Candlelight
Rickstones Church
5.30 pm Angels’ Mass (carols 30 minutes before)

Methodist Church
All Age Interactive Nativity Service
(preceded by breakfast at 9.45 am
United Reformed Church
Christmas Family Service

6.30 pm

United Reformed Church
25 December – Christmas Day
8.00 am Holy Communion (Book of Common Prayer)
9.30 am

St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)
Mass of the Divine Word

10.00 am

St Mary, Silver End (RC)
Family Communion

Witham Baptist Church
Christmas Celebration Meeting

10.00 am

St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)
Christmas Day Service

Maltings Academy, CM8 1EP

10.30 am

Methodist Church
Christmas Family Service

6.00 pm

Bethel Christian Fellowship
Nine Lessons and Carols

10.30 am

Witham Baptist Church
Christmas Day Service

6.30 pm

St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)
Traditional Carol Service

10.30 am

Bethel Hall, Church Street
Christmas Day All-age Worship

10.30 am

Rickstones Church
All Age Worship

10.30 am

United Reformed Church
Christmas Family Service

10.30 am

Valley Church
Meeting for Worship

11.00 am
4.00 pm

Valley Church
Carols by Candle-light & refreshments

Offering for Little Havens Children’s Hospice
4.00 pm

United Reformed Church
19 December - Tuesday
4.00 pm
Christmas Messy Church
St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)
24 December – Christmas Eve (Sunday)
10.30 am Christmas Eve Family Service
10.30 am
4.00 pm

Bethel Hall, Church Street
Carol Service
Methodist Church
Crib Service. St Nicolas’ Church (CofE)

Friends Meeting House, Butt Lane, Maldon
11.00 am The Kings’ Mass
The Holy Family & All Saints Church (RC)
31 December – New Year’s Eve
11.00 pm Watchnight Service, United Reformed Church

Guithavon Valley Evangelical Church (Valley Church)

Bethel Christian Fellowship

Guithavon Valley, CM8 1HF

Bethel Hall, Church Street CM8 2JH

The Holy Family & All Saints Church (Roman Catholic)
Guithavon Street, CM8 1BN

United Reformed Church
Newland Street, CM8 1AH

St Mary’s Church (Roman Catholic)

St Nicolas’ Church (Church of England)

Sheepcotes Lane, Silver End, CM8 3PJ

Chipping Hill, CM8 2JS

Methodist Church,

Witham Baptist Church

Guithavon Street, CM8 1BJ

Royal British Legion, Newland Street, CM8 2AZ

Rickstones Church
Rickstones Road, CM8 2NG

TOWN HALL
Tel: 520 627
townclerk@witham.gov.uk

INFORMATION CENTRE
Tel: 502 674

YOUR COUNCILLORS
CENTRAL WARD
Michael Lager: 45 Chipping Hill, Witham, CM8
2JT.
Tel: 513 747
Robert Williams: 25 Guithavon Valley,
Witham, CM8 1HF.
Tel: 510 845

WEST WARD
John Goodman: 2 Chippingdell, Witham, CM8
2JX.
Tel: 516 918
Patrick Horner: 6 Powers Hall End, Witham,
CM8 2HE.
Tel: 501 857
Thomas Pleasance: 5 Helford Court, Witham,
CM8 1TL.
Tel: 501 597
Bill Rose: 110 Humber Road, Witham, CM8
1TU.
Tel: 07553 082 384

It’s your council...
Witham Town Council Offices are open
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM-5:00PM
and Friday 9:30AM-4:00PM.
Closed Weekends and Bank Holidays.
Meetings of your Town Council are
open for you to attend. There is
usually an opportunity to speak before
the beginning of each meeting to raise
your concerns to the Council.
Full details are
www.witham.gov.uk

displayed

at

Agendas are on display on the
noticeboard in Newland Street.
Meetings usually begin at 7:30PM and
Planning Applications & Transport subcommittee meetings at 6:30PM.
Meetings are held in the Council
Chamber in the Town Hall, Newland
Street, Witham, Essex, CM8 2FE.
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The Information Centre in the Town
Hall is open from 9:00AM-4:30PM
Monday - Thursday and Friday
9:30AM - 4:00PM. Closed Weekends
and Bank Holidays.
MEETINGS:
Town Council: 15th January, 23rd
January (Budget), 5th March 2018.
Environment: 22nd January, 19th
March 2018.
Community: 6th February, 3rd April
2018.
Policy & Resources: 12th December,
20th February, 16th April 2018.
Planning
&
Transport:
12th
December 2017, 8th, 22nd January
2018, 6th, 20th February 2018, 5th,
19th March 2018.

SOUTH WARD
Angela Kilmartin: Flat 3, Iceni House, Newland
Street, Witham, CM8 2FS.
Tel: 502 872
Janet Money: 11 Carraways, CM8 1XW
Tel: 515 990
Jacqueline Kempf: 29 Guithavon Valley, CM8
1HF.
Tel: 501 608

NORTH WARD
Philip Barlow: Rivendell, Chalks Road, CM8
2BT
Tel: 514 033
Jack Bayford: 12 Court 2, Bronte Road, CM8
2QQ
Tel: 07860 748 151
Paul Ryland: 6 Old Parsonage Court, CM8
1XP
Tel: 512 042
JoAnn Williams: 25 Guithavon Valley, CM8
1HF
Tel: 510 845

HATFIELD WARD
Clare Lager 45 Chipping Hill, CM8 2JT
Tel: 513 747
Ron Ramage: 9 Graces Close, CM8 1QH
Tel: 515 295
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