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Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE 
01376 520627 
witham.gov.uk 

AGENDA 
 

Meeting of: Planning & Transport Committee 
 
Date:  Monday, 3rd April 2023  Time: 6.00 p.m. 
 
Place:  Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, Essex 
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business.  
Members are respectfully remionded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined.  
If you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 
 
To be present: Councillors:  J. Goodman (Chairman) 
     A. Kilmartin (Vice Chairman) 
     K. Atwill 
     P. Barlow 

P. Heath 
     S. Hicks 
     C. Jay 
     C. Lager 
     M. Lager 
     T. Pleasance 
      
           
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2. MINUTES 
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning & Transport Committee held 20th March 
2023  (previously circulated). 
 

3. INTERESTS 
To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this Agenda. 
 

4. QUESTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Members of the press and public will be invited to address the Meeting regarding any item on the 
Agenda. 

PLEASE NOTE EARLIER START TIME 
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Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no 

individual speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the 

Chairman under Standing Order 3(F) & 3(G) 

 

5. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
To receive a verbal report from the Planning Officer on any matters arising from previous Meeting. 
 

6. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
To approve officer ‘no objection’ recommendations for applications listed under Part 1 without 
debate.  Applications may be moved to Part 2 where Members are in disagreement with 
recommendations by giving 24 hours’ notice to the Planning Officer. 
 

7. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
To consider applications in Part 2. 
 

8. REVISED PLANS 
21/01542/FUL - 2, Maldon Road, Witham 

Two storey rear extension, iternal reconfiguration, replacement 
windows and alterations to shopfront 
 

9. 23/00403/DAC - Gimsons, Kings Chase, Witham 
The above application for discharge of conditions has been submitted regarding the boundary 
treatment between Gimsons and the park.  The Planning Authority has asked the Town Council 
for its views.  (Report attached at page 9). 
 

10. DECISIONS 
To receive and note decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham which have been 
received from Braintree District Council (attached at page 14). 
 

11. A12 WIDENING 
To receive the notes from the A12 Officers’ meeting on 15th March 2023 and the National 
Highways Response to the Town Council’s written representations (attached at page 15) 
 

12. HGV ROUTING 
To receive a map of routes for HGV proposed by Councillor M. Lager (attached at page 31). 

 
13. TUESDAY MARKET 

To note that the temporary suspension of parking in Newland Street on a Tuesday for the weekly 
market has been extended to 19th March 2024. 
 

 
 

 
 
Nikki Smith  
Town Clerk 
GK/28.3.2023 
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PART 1 
APPLICATIONS WITH OFFICER ‘NO OBJECTION’ 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED “EN BLOC” WITHOUT 

DEBATE. 

Applications Received: 

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town & 

Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications 

and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree 

or online at www.braintree.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be 

treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions. 

 
23/00654/ADV  14 Freebournes Road, 

Witham, Essex 

Central 1 No. Externally illuminated free 

standing sign  

23/00662/HH  81 St Nicholas Road, 

Witham, Essex 

North Single storey side extension  

23/00681/HH  3 Bradshaw Gardens, 

Witham, Essex 

Hatfield Single stoey rear extension 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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PART 2 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERS’ DEBATE 

Applications Received: 

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town & 

Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications 

and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree 

or online at www.braintree.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be 

treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 22/03121/VAR Land Adjacent To Lodge Farm Hatfield Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) of 

approved application 18/01325/FUL granted 

18.10.18 for: Infrastructure application for the 

provision of primary road network with associated 

footpaths, cycleways, necessary drainage 

infrastructure and emergency access for school 

and school drop off zone within Phase 2 of the 

Lodge Farm development. Variation would allow 

for: - Amendment to Phase 2 infrastructure to 

demonstrate agreed new highway layout. - 

Regularisation of implemented landscaping 

scheme

23/00627/LBC 85A Newland Street, Witham, Essex Central Removal of felt covering on box gutter and 

replace with EPDM reinforced membrane

23/00737/REM Land North Of Woodend Farm, 

Hatfield Road, Witham

Hatfield Application for the approval of reserved matters 

(in respect of access, appearance, landscaping, 

layout and scale) for the purpose of this reserved 

matters application is to provide the detail for the 

general arrangement of the main development 

spine road, which provides the link between the 

approved new site access from Hatfield Road and 

the development parcels. Pursuant to outline 

planning permission 19/01896/OUT granted 

21.07.2022 for: Outline Planning Permission with 

all matters reserved for up to 400 residential 

dwellings and day nursery with all associated 

access, servicing, parking, drainage infrastructure, 

landscaping, open space and utilities 

infrastructure

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 22/03121/VAR 

Address:- Land Adjacent To Lodge Farm 

Ward:- Hatfield 

Proposal:- Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) of approved application 18/01325/FUL granted 

18.10.18 for: Infrastructure application for the provision of primary road network with associated 

footpaths, cycleways, necessary drainage infrastructure and emergency access for school and school drop 

off zone within Phase 2 of the Lodge Farm development. Variation would allow for: - Amendment to 

Phase 2 infrastructure to demonstrate agreed new highway layout. - Regularisation of implemented 

landscaping scheme 

 

Summary:- This application was originally discussed at the end of last year.  The application has now been 

amended but in essence remains the same with no drop-off for the school but with 7 visitor parking 

spaces outside the school. 

 

Recommendation:- Members recommended the original application for refusal on the grounds that a lack 

of school drop off zone would result in increased congestion and risk to pedestrians and that further 

mitigating measures, such as an in-school drop off points, need to be considered.  The agents responded 

to this decision explaining that it was an Essex County Council decision that there should be no drop-off 

zone.  Members now need to decide whether they wish to retain their original decision to refuse or to 

recommend no objection but to express disappointment that ECC has taken this short-sighted stance not 

to recognise that some parents today need to take their children to school by car. 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

  

Application No:- 23/00627/LBC 

Address:- 85A Newland Street, Witham, Essex 

Ward:- Central 

Proposal:- Removal of felt covering on box gutter and replace with EPDM reinforced membrane 

 

Summary:- This is a Grade II Listed building, formerly the Post Office, with a 18th century brick front onto 

an earlier timber framed house.  The proposal is to remove an area of felt between two pitched sections 

of the roof and replace with EDPM which looks like felt but has a longer life.  (EPDM stands for ethylene 

propylene diene monomer and is an extremely  durable synthetic rubber roofing material) 

 

Recommendation:- The box gutter is only visible from the roof.  Would recommend that no objection be 

given subject to the Listed Buildings Officer being satisfied with the use of a modern material. 

 

 

Policy References:- LPP57a - use of approriate materials on a Listed Building 

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 
  

Application No:- 23/00737/REM 

Address:- Land North Of Woodend Farm, Hatfield Road, Witham 

Ward:- Hatfield 

Proposal:- Application for the approval of reserved matters (in respect of access, appearance, 

landscaping, layout and scale) for the purpose of this reserved matters application is to provide the detail 

for the general arrangement of the main development spine road, which provides the link between the 

approved new site access from Hatfield Road and the development parcels. Pursuant to outline planning 

permission 19/01896/OUT granted 21.07.2022 for: Outline Planning Permission with all matters reserved 

for up to 400 residential dwellings and day nursery with all associated access, servicing, parking, drainage 

infrastructure, landscaping, open space and utilities infrastructure 

 

Summary:- This application deals with reserved matters.  There is a 57 page Landscape and Ecological 

Management Plan.  The document states that existing trees have been retained wherever possible, 

additional wildlife habitats would be created with enhancements to biodiversity.  The management 

objectives would be to maintain newly planted trees and shrubs to ensure maintenance of landscape and 

interestingly from footpaths, to remove leaves and snow; spreading rocks salt in freezing conditions.  A 

robust screening of native trees and shrubs is proposed to create a buffer to reduce noise and visual 

intrusion. 

 

Recommendation:- The details appear reasonable and would therefore recommend no objection subject 

to the trees on site being actively nurtured for ten years  and failing trees replaced on an annual basis. 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:- 19/01896/OUT - letter was sent to the Planning Department in January 2022 

expressing strong outrage that it was proposed to fell the mature elm tree opposite Lynfield Motors to 

allow for a roundabout.  The application was granted and under clause 34 it states that if the elm tree 

cannot be relocated then it can be removed. 

             

Representations:-  
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Application No:- 21/01542/FUL 

Address:- 2 Maldon Road, Witham 

Ward:- Central 

Proposal:- Two-storey rear extension, internal reconfiguration, replacement windows and alterations to 

shopfront 

 

Summary:- This was originally considered by this Committee in June 2021 and Members recommended it 

for refusal on the grounds that the new shop front, windows and cladding would be inappropriate. 

Following consultation with the Heritage Consultant the proposal  no longer includes the use of cladding 

and plastic windows in favour or traditional brick and slate with timber windows. 

 

Recommendation:- The revised plans still show different fenestration to the existing window panes on the 

first floor and in place of a 'mirrowed' ground floor the waiting room window has been enlarged.  This is in 

a conservation area and it is considered that the proposed windows are not in keeping therefore 

recommend refusal. 

 

 

Policy References:- LPP53a 

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  

 

Back to Agenda 
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Officer Report: 23/00403/DAC - Boundary Treatment between Gimsons and the Park 
 

 

Issue:  

 

The discharge of conditions for boundary treatments has now been submitted to the Planning Authority and the Town Council 

has been asked to comment. 

 

The Senior Planner has advised that - 

 

In terms of current options, which may assist the Councillors in the planning meeting, I think these are our potential options: 

 

- Re-instate the old railings where appropriate (leaving a gap to allow for pedestrian / cycle access) 

o The issue with this option is the poor state of the existing railings – it is not clear who would pay for a 

refurbishment at this stage and that is if a refurbishment was possible – Bellway consider that the railings are 

beyond repair 

o The money in the S106 agreement for the development is all allocated for a specified purpose (which is not 

the railings – see attached index) so there is no money to be allocated from the development – there may 

however be some money from other developments to the general improvement of Witham Town Park – 

although I understand multiple projects are already underway to improve the park. We could potentially try 

and explore this further with the Town Council should there be a strong desire to retain the existing railings 

- Require Bellway to provide new railings – perhaps akin or similar to the ones which go around the Cricket Club  

o This could either be on their land or with the agreement of BDC/WTC, potentially instated on land owned by 

the Council with a suitable agreement to allow access to complete the works  

o I think there is scope to do ask Bellway to do this 

- Go for something different along the boundary – they are proposing the extension of the knee rail fencing which 

already exists by Saul’s Bridge – personally I think this wouldn’t be as good adjacent to the park but if others were in 

agreement then it could be an option 

 

 

Advice:  
 

It is for Members to discuss what options they would wish to see for this boundary.  Once the views have been submitted to the 

Senior Planner a meeting will be requested in due course. 

GK/27.3.2023 

  

ITEM NO: 9 
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Back to Agenda 
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Application & Address Proposal BDC Decision WTC Decision 

  

 

23/00195/FUL - 11A Cypress 
Road Witham Essex CM8 2SR 

Erection of external bin enclosure. Application Permitted No objection 

23/00162/HH - 94 Highfields 
Road Witham Essex CM8 
2HH 

Proposed first floor rear extension Application Permitted No objection subject to no representations being 
received from neighbours 

22/03463/FUL - Land South 
Of Howbridge Hall Road 
Witham Essex 

Change of use to ecological mitigation 
area (linked to the A12 widening 
scheme) including the creation of 3 
ponds, creation of 8 bunds and one 
area of wider re-grading of land from 
on-site excavated material, perimeter 
fencing and associated landscaping. 

Application Permitted No objection subject to consideration being given to 
deep water warning signs being erected 

Back to Agenda 

Agenda Item 10 
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       Agenda Item 11 
 
 
NOTES FROM AN INFORMAL MEETING OM 15TH MARCH 2023 WITH ANDY GOODWIN, NATIONAL 
HIGHWAYS, IN RELATION TO THE A12 WIDENING 
 
Present: Nikki Smith, Hayley Andrews and Geraldine Kennedy 
  Andy Goodwin, National Highways 
And via Teams: Niamph McCutcheon and Nuno Fernandes from National Highways 
 
Andy explained that they had pinned their response to the Inspectorate’s website on Monday night.  
He understood that there were two issues outstanding –  
 

 Replacement land 

 Slow moving vehicles being required to use Witham. 
 
Andy was asked about the proposed footbridge over the A12 near Gershwin Boulevard which was an 
issue for residents in Olivers Drive and Maldon Road.  Andy explained that this had been on the 
plans since June 2021 and been part of the consultations but nothing had been raised.  He said that 
this was a historic route which was severed when the Witham by-pass was built and it was the 
intention to reinstate the public footpath both in that position and for another one near Eastways.  
He understood residents’ concerns but there was no intention to change the position at this late 
stage.  He added that other residents would be affected if the bridge was to be moved. 
 
Andy said that the Stage 4 deadline was 11th April 2023 with the final deadline on 12th June 2023 
when a Statement of Commonality would be submitted. 
 
Andy then spoke about the Town Council’s decision to refuse the parcel of land divorced from 
Whetmead.  He believed that it was appropriate for the woodland that would be lost by the 
widening to be replaced with woodland.  He said however that there was a possibility that a parcel 
of land adjacent to the mitigation area the other side of the River Brain to Whetmead could be used.  
This would be in excess of the amount required as replacement land.  He explained the difficulties of 
the National Highways obtaining land to give to other parties and that if the land was not used the 
original owner had to be offered the land first.   
 
It was agreed that a site meeting would be set up with Nikki and Spencer and that Andy would speak 
to the Land Agent to arrange the visit. 
 
GK/21.3.2023 
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