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AGENDA

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Date: Tuesday, 30™" August 2022 Time: 7:30 p.m.
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE

Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business.
Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined. If
you have any interest, it must be duly declared.

To be present: Councillors Bayford (Town Mayor)
Goodman (Deputy Town Mayor)
Ager

Atwill

Barlow

Heath

Hicks

Jay

Kilmartin

Lager

Lager

Pleasance

Rajeev

Weeks

Williams

Williams

AEIVAZIOPRPOVNTDOANE S

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

To receive and approve apologies for absence.
2. MINUTES

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of Town Council held 1%t August 2022 (previously
circulated).

3. INTERESTS

To receive any declarations of interest that Members may wish to give notice of on matters
pertaining to any item on this agenda.
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4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any
item on the Agenda.

Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no
individual speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the

Chairman under Standing Order 3(F) & 3(G)

5. COMMUNITY SPECIAL CONSTABLE JAKE MABEY

Special Constable Jake Mabey will attend the Meeting to receive Town Council’s thanks for
the time he has spent as a Special Constable.

6. PRESENTATION OF CHEQUES

Representatives from Macmillan Cancer Care and WAOQOS will be attending the Meeting to
receive cheques from former Town Mayor, Councillor Angela Kilmartin, from her Mayor’s
Appeal 2021 - 2022.

7. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to
Witham.

8. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS

To receive details of the Town Mayor’s engagements attended for period 2™ to 30" August
2022 (attached at page 4).

9. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

To receive the Town Clerk’s report on matters arising (attached at page 5).

10. OPTION TO OPT OUT OF THE SAAA CENTRAL AUDITOR APPOINTMENT ARRANGEMENTS

To receive details from SAAA regarding options to opt out of the Central Auditor Appointment
Arrangements (attached at page 6).

11. COMMITTEE REPORTS

(a) Planning and Transport Committee held 1% and 15*" August 2022
Minutes 62 - 83 (inclusive).

To receive a report of the Meetings.

(b) Community Committee held 15t August 2022
Minutes 17 — 34 (inclusive).

To receive a report of the Meeting.
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12. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the
consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule
12A (S3) of the Local Government Act 1972.

13. COMMITTEE REPORTS (CONT’D)
Community Committee held 15" August 2022
Minute 35.

To receive a report.

14. LAND TRANSFER

To receive a report (attached at page 8).
15. FUNDING

To receive a report (attached at page 9).

\ Ut
N

Nikki Smith
Town Clerk

NS/GK/24.8.2022
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Agenda Item 8

LIST OF MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS BETWEEN
AUGUST 2" & AUGUST 30™ 2022

AUGUST 6™ 2022, WITHAM COMMUNITY ALLIANCE

Attended the “Witham Community Alliance” event run by Eastlight at Dengie Halls in
Witham.

Back to Agenda

LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME

"QUALITY



Witham Town Council — 30.8.2022

ITEM NO: 9

Officer Report: Town Clerk’s Report

The following matters are for members to note:

Neighbourhood Plan:

An application has been submitted by Witham Town Council to designate the administrative area of the Neigh-
bourhood Plan. Braintree District Council are consulting with their Witham Ward Members who have until 5 Sep-
tember 2022 to respond.

Pop Up Stall:
A Pop Up Stall has been arranged for Saturday 3™ September 2022 at The Grove Centre from 10:00-1:00pm. Essex

Police will be in attendance bike marking while councillors provide information on crime and financial fraud.

Staffing Vacancy:

The Staffing and Accommodation Sub-Committee have approved the creation of a new role at Witham Town
Council of ‘Open Spaces Administrative Assistant’. The new role will be advertised from the 5" September 2022
and an application pack will be available from the Town Clerk.

Advice:

To receive and note.

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 10

Option to opt out of the SAAA central external auditor appointment
arrangements

Dear Clerk/RFO/Chairman, Witham Town Council,

Under the Local Audit (Smaller Authorities) Regulations 2015, SAAA is responsible for ap-
pointing external auditors to all applicable opted-in smaller authorities, for setting the terms
of appointment for limited assurance reviews and for managing the contracts with the ap-
pointed audit firms. Smaller authorities are those whose gross annual income or expenditure
is less than £6.5 million.

The next 5-year appointing period runs from 2022-23 until 2026-27 and SAAA has under-
taken a procurement exercise to appoint auditors to each County area from 1 April 2022.
Now that the submission deadline for the 2021-22 Annual Governance and Accountability
Returns has passed, this is to advise you of the option to opt-out of the next round of 5-year
audit appointments.

All authorities require an appointed external auditor even if the authority meets the crite-
ria to qualify for exemption, as a Certificate of Exemption is required to be submitted to the
external auditor and the auditor must be in place in case of objections from local electors

During the previous 5-year period all smaller authorities were 'opted-in' to the central pro-
curement regime managed by SAAA - no authority decided to 'opt-out' and follow the vari-
ous complex procedures required under statute to appoint their own external auditor. If you
wish to continue as part of the SAAA sector led auditor appointment regime then no
action is required, you will remain part of central scheme.

However, all authorities must be given the option to opt-out of the central procurement and
appointment scheme and appoint their own external auditor for the next 5-year period, alt-
hough the process is onerous for smaller authorities.

This communication is to advise that whilst all smaller authorities are opted into the central
procurement of external auditors by default, any authorities who do not wish to be part of the
SAAA arrangements must formally notify SAAA that they wish to opt out within 8 weeks of
this communication but no later than 28 October 2022; this decision must be communicated
to SAAA via e mail to admin@saaa.co.uk.

If notification of your decision to opt out is not received within this 8-week period, then your
authority will be regarded as opted-in for the next five-year period beginning on 1 April 2022
and ending on 31 March 2027.

Opting-out

Opting out is a significant decision which requires careful consideration; to assist authorities
considering opting out further guidance has been developed to clarify what opting out
means in practice. This detailed information can be found at www.saaa.co.uk

An authority that wishes to opt out must formally reach and record that decision in a way
that meets the requirements of its own governance framework, by convening a full council
meeting or an extraordinary council meeting.
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Key implications are:

an opted-out authority regardless of size (including exempt authorities) MUST appoint an
appropriate external auditor;

the appointed auditor must be a registered auditor as defined by the Companies Act and
a member of Institute of Chartered Accountants (England and Wales).

an opted-out authority must convene an appropriate independent auditor panel which
meets the requirements of the Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014 (LAAA). Detailed
guidance on auditor panels is available in Schedule 4 of the LAAA Act and from CIPFA,

an opted-out authority will need to develop its own specification for its external audit
contract, will need to negotiate the price for this work on an individual basis and will need
to manage the contract, including any disputes, and any independence issues that may
arise;

an opted-out authority must ensure full compliance with the relevant requirements of the
Local Audit and Accountability Act and supporting Regulations;

any opted-out authority that does not successfully appoint an appropriate external auditor
in the correct manner and notify SAAA who their external auditor is by 30 November
2022 will have an external auditor appointed for it by the Secretary of State through
SAAA. This will result in additional costs of £300 which will have to be met by the
authority.

Regards,

admin@saaa.co.uk

Back to Agenda
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