WITHAM TOWN COUNGIL Protecting and serving Essex

August 2026

The hot weather has continued and there were community engagements during the month, which we have
supported with visibility and interactions. Previously across the Summer school holiday periods we have
seen an increase in anti-social behaviour reports, especially in the town centre and we have been targeting
patrols and suggesting diversionary activities to reduce any recurring issues, which seems to have had a
positive effect. We have also stepped up visiting the weir and other water areas around Witham to promote
water safety due to the continuing rise in deaths across the Country. Please take time to review the
information in the link below and share with your children.

Water Safety

The Community Special Team are continuing the fortnightly Community Beat Surgeries, located outside
The Witham Hub on a Saturday between 11am & 1pm and we are always pleased when people drop in if
they have any concerns in their neighbourhood, seek advice or just say hello!

Community Special Constables | Essex Police

August 15

I began with foot patrol in the town centre visiting the market in the Newlands Precinct and | maintained a
visible presence near to the junction of Newland Street and Maldon Road. | had many people approach me
to talk about how nice it was to see a police presence in the town which is a primary part of my Community
Special role in Witham. The Force Control Room alerted me to an incident developing on the Hatfield Road
estate and | returned to my vehicle to rendezvous with a unit on their way from Braintree. We entered the
estate together following reports that two people had engaged in an altercation. Potentially it could have
been a dynamic situation, and we coordinated our attendance, with my local knowledge and previous
experience of the people involved, | was able to help to defuse the situation. Only one of the people involved
was still in the area and while my colleagues recorded the incident and identified any offences, | maintained
a visible presence in the area looking for the other party and helped to coordinate a further search but with
no success at this time, | returned to my previous commitments.

I resumed my high visibility foot patrols visiting the River Walk, concentrating on the weir and area around
the Duck Pond due to recent reports of anti-social behaviour and children playing in the river. | was able to
hand out water safety leaflets and provide advice before I returned to the town centre for further foot patrols.



https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/water
https://www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials
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In the afternoon | extended my mobile patrols visiting nearby Terling where | stopped at The Rayleigh Arms
so people could come and speak with me before continuing to Hatfield Peverel where | visited Hadfelda
Square talking with the locals and the shop staff. I am pleased to report that there had been no further issues

in the area.
v

August 2nd

I had been asked if | could represent the Witham Community Specials at the Witham Fire Station Open Day
and we arrived at a little after 9am to set up for the event. With the Marked Public Order van we were able
to open up the van for children to explore and the “cage” once again became a “selfie” booth rather than
striking any fear! The parents of course were always quick to add “That’s the first and last time I want to see
you in there!” which of course we hope is true. With the Public Order shields and a range of Police Hats to
try on, Myself and Special Constable Connor Penrose had a steady stream of visitors throughout the day. We
did get a short break to enjoy the display of the impact of incorrectly putting water on a simulated “oil chip
pan fire” and the fireball this generated was both impressive and extremely scary if this was contained in a
kitchen! We were also joined by an Ambulance with CPR demonstrations which helped to make it a real
emergency services event. With the Fire Officers also providing water safety advice and allowing the
children to try out hoses and explore the appliances it was a very popular event for the residents and visitors
to Witham.
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Driving back towards Braintree we noticed a rising cloud of smoke and after dropping my colleague back to
the station | deployed to Panfield Lane where a field fire had swept through two fields threatening nearby
houses. Fortunately four fire appliances were quickly on scene and with the assistance of a specialist off
road fire truck they managed to damp down all of the hotspots and we could reopen the surrounding roads.

August 5t

I was single crewed for the evening shift and called up to attend an incident at a property adjacent to the
River Walk where children had climbed over a boundary fence, trespassed and broken garden furniture
before being chased from the gardens by the homeowner. Items were then thrown over the fence one of
which struck a person. This is completely unacceptable behaviour and those involved were between the ages
of 12 & 14, please understand that this could result in action taken against these acts which could result in a
criminal record. This can have a huge impact on their life, from job applications & potential careers and has
wider reaching implications of travel restrictions to a growing number of countries, for essentially anti-
social behaviour that has then escalated out of control.

With the victims account recorded and some CCTV footage secured | will be looking to identify the
suspects for further action, and I will be speaking with groups of children that | see in the area to inform
them of the potential impact they are having on residents and other people using the River Walk.

I met up with PC Pryce and PC Bright of the Witham Town Team on the River Walk and we carried out a
patrol in the area of the Duck Pond where we spoke with 2 older teenagers battling it out with
sticks...fortunately this was simulated martial arts and controlled but we did warn them about the perception
to passing people and the risk that this would be reported for police attendance and classified as an offensive
weapon tasking! While we were present a small group of younger children had gathered by the viaduct, 3 of
these were on Revii Electric Bikes — these are illegal to use in Public! With no pedals to assist the rider
they fall into the same classification as Electric Scooters and Electric Motorbikes like Sur-Rons which
would require Insurance, MOT and a Driving Licence. There is currently no method in the UK to obtain
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insurance and therefore they are illegal to use in Public. These bikes can be used exclusively on private land
for which they are sold. If Police stop, a child, on one of these Revii Bikes, you can expect it to be seized,
and this may result in it being disposed.

Please do not let your children ride these in Public.

My final location took me to Newlands Drive to collect several barriers that had been deployed following
and incident earlier in the day where a lorry had struck a tree causing a large branch to fall and obstruct the
road. A team had since been out and removed the branch and reopened the road. The tree looked very sorry
for itself!
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August 8t

I arrived on Haygreen Raod in Witham to follow up on the unauthorised encampment by travellers the
previous evening. Although all the vans had left the area following Police intervention there were several
sections of fencing damaged which would allow further access to the playing field area. After my
assessment | intended to return to the area throughout the day to make sure there was a visible policing
presence to deter further incursions.

It was the fortnightly Community Beat Surgery in the Grove Centre outside The Witham Hub and it was the
busiest session | had attended for a while with lots of people coming to see me and talk about issues in their
neighbourhood. I also received lots of praise for my presence in the town centre and I even had the
opportunity to pose for visitors to the town who were pleased to see the traditional British Bobby! While |
was at the Hub a rider of an Electric Bicycle came through the centre at speed and | immediately stopped the
rider and confiscated the bike. This particular style of electric bicycle is pedal assisted and therefore is legal
to use, however, not at the speed through a pedestrian area and | took this to my vehicle for the safety of
everyone in the centre. | obtained the details of the 14 year old rider and would return it later to the owners
parents with suitable words of advice on the appropriate usage of the bike.

While I was in the town centre Witham Special Constable Connor Penrose had set up with the TruCam
speed camera on Hatfield Road and Gershwin Boulevard where he captured another 20 drivers exceeding
the posted speed limits. These numbers are high and we really need drivers to pay attention while driving,
especially with the Summer school holiday period where there are a lot more children out on the roads with
bikes and E-Scooters. We will continue to intercept these when we can, however, speeding increases the risk
of a serious accident so please stick to the limits!
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I carried out foot patrol through the town visiting the newly opened convenience store opposite Greggs to
speak with staff and understand the products they would be selling and to talk to them about the sale of
vapes and alcohol around children who regularly target these stores in an attempt to obtain them. | then
spoke with staff at other stores in the Newlands Precinct and Newland Street before returning to my vehicle
to begin mobile patrols. Unfortunately these were cut short due to an ongoing incident on Speedwell Close
and both myself and Witham Special Constable Connor Penrose attended.

In this incident a rogue trading group had arrived earlier in the day and had removed the entire roof from a
mid-terrace property of an elderly couple before a relative had arrived and challenged the workmen. When
the company refused to engage with the family, Police were called and 4 of the roofing team were taken in
to custody for further enquiries. As the driver of the Public Order van we were able to convey them all to
Colchester custody.

We returned to Witham and began foot patrols around the River Walk near to the weir and the Duck Pond
due to recent anti-social behaviour and we were ble to engage with a group of children who had been
previously involved and explained to them the impact they were having on nearby residents and the action
that we would be taking if their poor behaviour continued. I am pleased to say that since this ‘talk’ there has
been no further issues reported by the resident.

We fininshed our duty for the day with a final foot patrol in the town centre completing a day of increased
visibility and reassurance across Witham.
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August 10t

I began in Witham with foot patrol in the town centre, spending 2 hours visiting the shopping areas, the
library and the Witham Town Park engaging with members of the public as | moved from place to place.
With previous intelligence concerning electric bikes and E-Scooters on the River Walk | conducted patrols
at different points including Pattison Close, the Duck Pond and Moat Farm Chase.

While travelling up Hatfield Road towards ALDI | spotted vehicles parked up adjacent to the field near the
new Witham Community Centre and | headed around to Haygreen Road. When | arrived, one of the vehicles
belonged to a contractor repairing the previously broken fencing to secure the field, however, as |
approached the other vehicle, the driver got out, locked the vehicle and hastily walked off. When | pulled
alongside the car there was a strong smell of cannabis and | suspected that the driver may have been using
drugs and panicked on seeing my presence. After a search around the vehicle my suspicions were confirmed
after finding a cannabis joint on the ground under the drivers side of the car and items within the car
associated with drug use. Recording details of the vehicle | began a search of the area for the driver and
although I saw them try to apporach the vehicle several times they ran off on seeing me which further raised
my suspicions. The vehicle has now been marked on the ANPR list for future stops. Statistically there has
been a significant increase in driving under the influence of drugs and this is a priortiy under the VisionZero
operation.

I completed my patrols in Witham with mobile patrols on the Hatfield Road estate and the Humber Road
estates before heading out towards Faulkbourne to return to Braintree Police Station.

August 12t

In my first task | created a Police Information Report (PIR) from intelligence shared by a resident in Witham
concerning suspicious activity in their neighbourhood. These intel reports are essential to help us understand
ongoing issues and then plan resources to be able to intervene and stop criminal activity and I would
encourage you to continue to report issues using one of the methods at the bottom of this report.

I headed straight in to the town centre to conduct visible and reassuring foot patrols speaking with shop staff
and members of public. A resident had reported that their mobility scooter had been taken and abandonded
somewhere in Witham and | began a search covering most of the town centre on foot before returning to my
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vehicle to widen the search radius. While I sat at the traffic lights on Maldon Road | saw 2 teenagers riding
an E-Scooter through the Newlands Precinct and | was able to intercept them on Guithavon Street where |
seized the Scooter.

Fortunately after a wider search area | did locate the missing mobility scooter and collected the very happy
owner so they could drive it back home.

I next visited Hatfield Peverel where | met up with PCSO Stranger for foot patrol around the village, visiting
Hadfelda Square and Strutt Memorial Recreation Ground to provide reassurance and visibility and we
discussed recent reports of anti-social behaviour before I returned to Witham. During mobile patrols around
Greenfields and Mayland Road I was alerted to an incident on Colchester Road near Catholic Bridge where
there had been a vehicle SOS alarm activated. On arrival there had been a 2 vehicle collision which had been
due to another broken down vehicle just beyond the brow of the hill. Fortunately both drivers were
unharmed, however, due to the airbag deployment on one of the vehicles it was unable to be moved and
recovery was arranged. The increasing flow of traffic as many people finished work at the nearby industrial
estates required extra assistance and | was joined by another Police unit to provide traffic control until the
road could be cleared.
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I stopped on Spa Road to conduct foot patrols down to the weir and pleased to see that there were no
ongoing issues before driving on to the Humber Road estate to engage with a group of children. The time
had finally arrived for the eclipse and expecting people to head out towards the fields around Witham |
conducted patrols on Terling Road and Blunts Hall Road and there were lots of vehicles parked up on the
roads as the people watched the Moon move across the Sun. There was a definite change to the evening light
but not quite the expectation that everyone was hoping for as mobile phones were held aloft to try and
capture the moment. | did pause at one location for a few minutes with some others before the full sunshine
returned and I continued my patrols.

With no reported incidents in Witham and a short engagement with a group of teenagers on Newland Street |
headed back towards Braintree to assist with a criminal damage incident before completing my duty.

August 14t

My first location in Witham took me to Church Street to investigate a noise complaint with motorbikes
being ridden up and down the street. | was able to locate the bikes and the owner and provide some suitable
words of advice, explaining potential powers that could be used if the nuisance persists. | then headed on to
the Humber Road estate before heading down Spa Road and in towards the town centre. | parked in
Newlands Drive to begin a period of presence on foot patrol in the town centre ahead of the Green Space
Games event in the Witham Town Park. | settled in a position at the entrance to The Grove Centre where |
could be visible to drivers and pedestrians and this proved very helpful to several people who came to see
me and ask for advice.




Protecting and serving Essex

I collected my vehicle and headed in to the Witham Town Park setting up the Public Order vehicle so that
any of the families attending the event could come and have a look around the van, try the shields and
experience the cell in the back. The next part of my day was a surprise for both me and a person wanted for
questioning in connection with an incident over the previous night. | had set up the van and walked across to
the shop on Maldon Road where | recognised a person wanted in connection with the incident. Over the next
20 minutes | kept the person calm and controlled while | waited for another unit to take the person into
custody. Communication is a key aspect of my role as a Community Special Sergeant and this worked
especially well in this situation where | could deal with a suspect without putting myself or anyone else at
risk.

I returned to the park and over the course of the 2 hours | was able to entertain groups of children with a
demonstration of the Public Order van and the equipment. I also had a few opportunities to be able to join in
some of the Green Space Games with the children, which helps to build a positive impression of Police with
the younger children.

With the games complete | returned to my patrols visiting Spa Road, Humber Road and the Flora Road
estates before completing my shift for the day.
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August 15t

I began on the Humber Road estate where I noticed a young person riding an E-Scooter, on seeing me they
jumped straight off but I was concerned that they may jump straight back on when my vehicle was out of
sight, after a circuit of the estate and a trip in to the town centre and back | ended up stopping the person
riding the E-Scooter on the River Walk near to Highfields Road. There has now been a significant amount of
information on public social media forums, and the news for parents to be aware that these E-Scooters are
illegal to use in public and the video in this link from Essex Police is a further warning on the action that
will be taken.
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Buying an e-scooter for the summer holidays? Watch this first.

I next moved up to Maltings Lane and stopped off in the SPAR car park, where staff quickly alerted me to a
young child who had walked in to the shop alone. The child appeared to be non-verbal and was only wearing
underwear and a t-shirt, and although had arrived safely at the shop, it was now a priority to get them to a
place of safety and hopefully home. Fortunately in addition to the wonderful staff who had kept the child
safe, | had assistance from 2 members of the public who dropped all their plans to try and help. Both had
SEND experience and were able to keep the young person engaged and calm, while I communicated with
my control team to get additonal resources to the area and make background enquiries. Fortunately there
was a happy ending with a simulataneous incoming report of a missing child and the arrival of a parent to
our location. With an additional unit to assist me, we returned to the origin address where safeguarding
assessments were carried out. In this instance the young child had managed to open a door and make their
own way to the shop.

After finally speaking with the parent of the young girl who had been riding the E-Scooter | returned to my
patrols in the town centre. In the past week | had been providing an increased visible presence around
Newland Street and the shopping areas and I hope this helped to provide reassurance and a deterrent to
shoplifting crimes.



https://www.youtube.com/shorts/JdIq5Ha2yCk

ESSEX
" POLICE

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL Protecting and serving Essex

For the remainder of the afternoon | headed back across the town to carry out foot patrols on the Humber
Road estate and the River Walk and captured the flyover of the Sally B Flying Fortress as it passed over
Witham.

August 17t

| first attended a property on Ashby Road where a concern had been raised for the welfare of the occupants
who had not been seen for a few days, this was unusual and had followed a disturbance at the address a few
days earlier. Initially the property seemed secure but a window was found to be unlocked and when an
additional unit arrived we were able to access and check the house. Fortunately there were no concerns and
we found a method to secure the window and leave the property secure and updated the informant to put
their mind at rest.

I visited the River Walk between Bridge Street and Pattison Close to provide some visibility before | was
called to support an incident at the play park on Spa Road. A report had been submitted where children in
the new play area, which was still under construction, had been throwing stones at vehicles travelling on Spa
Road. With another unit in attendance | drove to Blunts Hall Road following a report the children involved
had run off towards the rugby club. As I got out of my vehicle they all ran back towards the park but entered
the football club ground and escaped over the fence towards the Humber Road estate. Fortunately, with my
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local knowledge, | was able to identify 2 of the children and we will be speaking to them in connection with
the incident. | stayed in the park area to prevent further issues but a larger group of children then assembled
and although I advised them the park was not open for use, the damaged fencing allowed them easy access.
With no criminal damage or anti-social behaviour it is a trespass issue, which is a civil matter and does not
require police attendance. The contractors were contacted to return and secure the site to prevent further
incidents.

August 19t

I headed to the location of an incident that had been reported earlier in the day by the Streetwarden, where
there had been Electric Bikes riding up and down the River Walk between Bridge Street and Pattison Close,
and a family of Grandparents and their Grandchildren had nearly been struck. There has been an increased
number of reports of Electric Bikes being used in an anti-social and dangerous manner. If these bikes have a
throttle and can be operated independently of the pedals then they are illegal and risk being seized.
Unfortunaly I was then called back to the Spa Road park again following another report that the fences had
been damaged and children were playing on the unfinished park. The park renewal had been started just
before the start of the Summer school holiday period and had not yet been completed, however, the low
security fencing had not proven much of a deterrent to the children who wanted to play on the new
equipment. When | arrived there were a small group in the play area but they all exited when | spoke with
them before an additional Police unit arrived. With none of the group identified causing a nuisance we were
then approached by a nearby resident who provided some further details of what had been happening to the
park over the last few days and this helped me to identify a couple of children. I will be visiting parents to
discuss their behaviour.

| left the park and as | drove down Guithavon Road a teenager on a E-Scooter was observed riding down the
centre of the road, | followed looking for a suitable location to try and stop him but he then cut straight on to
the River Walk and out of sight. It can be extremely dangerous for the rider and other people in the vicinity
in these circumstances and we have continually put out messages and information to try and provide
education to the owners and particularly parents who are either purchasing or allowing their children to use
these illegal motor vehicles.

I finished my patrol with visibility in the town centre but generally we have seen a significant reduction in
anti-social behaviour in the town over the recent months.
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August 22nd

I was joined by Braintree PCSO Johnson, Witham Town Team Officer Jonathan Pryce, Witham Special
Chief Inspector Lorne Campbell to attend the Witham Summer Fair. The brand new event on the River
Walk organised by Witham Town Council pulled together over 80 stalls, childrens entertainment, singers,
acrobats and competitions for everyone to enjoy. The area chosen between Bridge Street and Maldon Road
was a perfect setting and we provided a reassuring and visible presence over the afternoon. With the event
well organised, the flow of visitors allowed everyone to take part, whether around the food stalls and the
arena or browsing the many vendors. Our interactions were all positive and we were also able to collect
some information that will help in future investigations, this would not have been possible without being out
on foot patrol and talking to everyone we could. With lots of requests for photos and even some
opportunities to interact with the mobile zoo the event passed without any incidents of concern with
everyone appearing to enjoy the Summer Fair.

August 25t

I had taken the day off and this enabled me to start an afternoon shift alongside my Witham Town Team
colleagues. We initially assisted in Braintree with an arrest attempt for a potentially troublesome suspect but
once this had been successfully completed I headed out to Witham with the other officers following on.

My first location saw me travel to Laurence Avenue and the Morissons Daily store to complete a crime
record for shoplifting offences that had occurred the day before. With additional details collected I was able
to crime the offences and I then moved across the road to patrol the River Walk around Pattison Close. After
speaking to a family playing on the field they alerted me to a person that had approached them very
intoxicated and | requested assistance from the Witham Town team offciers to help in a search. Fortunately
my local knowledge was able to direct them to an address where they found the person. In this instance no
offences were identified but they proivided some words of advice and left to conduct foot patrols in the town
centre and along the River Walk towards Highfields Road.

My next visit took me to the Spa Road park where there had been significant rise in reports of nuisances due
to the children accessing the incomplete play park. There were quite a lot of children at the nearby skate
park and a few loitering around the new equipment but after a good discussion with the group they dispersed
and left the play area.
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I headed down towards Guithavon Valley where | visited the weir but pleased to see that apart from a father
and his son fishing there was noone else around and after checking the nearby DuckPond | returned to my
vehicle and went to the town centre.

I next parked my vehicle at Helen Court and carried out a foot patrol around the surrounding areas, visting
the Witham Town Park where | provided a bit of fun engagement with a father and a group of girls burning
off energy in the play area, with the birthday girl trying out my handcuffs for a photo opportunity. | said my
farewells and walked down Maldon Road back towards my vehicle before spotting the intoxicated person
from the earlier reports. After making sure the person was safe enough to walk along the road | monitored
their progress until they reached the train station and departed safely. While | was at the station | gained
some information from a person concerning a potential criminal activity and this has been submitted on to
our system for further investigation.

August 29t

I began with foot patrol in the town centre as the skies finally changed and it threatened to rain, it was the
Community Beat Surgery at The Witham Hub and I always try to stay outside to provide visibility and give
people the chance to speak with me which has worked very well in providing reassurance. Naturally the
moment | picked my spot the rain began but with the large oak tree in the centre providing shelter, I did still
manage to speak with lots of people over the 2 hours, providing advice and gathering information to help
with future patrols. Following this action | then headed across the road into the entrance of the Newlands
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Precinct before a car driver grabbed my attention driving at excess speed. After providing them with some
stern advice | returned to the centre.

Maldon Roaq
Recreat:on Ground

When | checked on my mobile device I could see that there had been an accident on Oak Road and |
returned to my vehicle and headed to the location. The driver had sustained some injuries and an abulance
had been called but they were out of their vehicle and supported by friends, and a kindly resident, who had
called Police and an Ambulance. After checking on the driver I reviewed the damage to the car and updated
UK Power networks due to the car resting against a pole carrying electricity to the nearby houses.
Fortunately the damage looked superficial but they agreed to come out and inspect it. As time passed
waiting for the ambulance | started to monitor speeds on Oak Road approching the scene and I was shocked
that even with my police vehicle present with flashing lights, there were still cars exceeding the 30mph limit
with one stopped at 43mph! The conditions were poor due to the heavy rain falling and after a very long dry
spell the roads had become slippery. Please take extra care and drive to arrive!

Due to the demand on the Ambulance service a friend of the driver agreed to take them off to hospital A&E
and after securing belongings from the car we were able to clear the road.

I returned to my patrols and with a break in the rain I carried out foot patrols around Pattison Close,
speaking with dog walkers and other people using the footbridge over the river before completing my shift
for the day.
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This concludes the report for August.

Stay up to date with the latest policing news by signing up to our weekly e-newsletter
www.essex.police.uk/dispatch

Essex Police
ech Weekly Update

CrimeStoppers. 0800 555 111

Spedk up. Stdy sdfe. 100% anonymous. Always.

StreetLink - Connecting people sleeping rough to local services

You can find Witham Community Special Constable patrol updates on Twitter / X by searching and
following

Essex Police Witham (@EPWitham) / Twitter

Contact Essex Police
Emergency call 999

Non-Emergency 101 or Report it Online

https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.police.uk%2Fdispatch&data=05%7C02%7CSimon.Jesse%40essex.police.uk%7Ccbcc40a250704122ecd408dd127f5e92%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C638687060480767951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tTIHLIGqlHbqCzRFM9ff4xkGR82lqkAeYexPZYG3qe0%3D&reserved=0
https://thestreetlink.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EPWitham
https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/dispatch/

