Town Council — 23" November 2020

Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE
01376 520627
witham.gov.uk

AGENDA
Via Zoom Meeting ID: 880 5651 2077
Password: 696174

Meeting of: Town Council
Date: Monday, 23" November 2020 Time: 7.00 p.m.
To be present: Councillors Mrs S.C. Lager (Town Mayor)
Mrs A Kilmartin (Deputy Town Mayor)
Mrs S. Ager
K.L. Atwill
P.R. Barlow
J.C. Bayford
J.C. Goodman
S.E. Hicks
Miss C. Jay
M.C.M. Lager
C.S. Livermore
T.A. Pleasance
P.M. Ryland
Miss M.L. Weeks
R. Williams
1. APOLOGIES

To receive apologies for absence.
2. MINUTES

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Town Council held 9" November 2020 (previously
circulated).

3. INTERESTS

To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters
pertaining to any item on this Agenda.
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QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any item
on the Agenda.

ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to
Witham.

TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

To receive the Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising (attached at page 4).

DELEGATED DECISIONS

To receive the Delegated Decisions for the period 6™ October to 9" November 2020 (attached
at page 5).

COVID-19: EMERGENCY PROVISIONS FOR GOVERNANCE

To receive and formally agree the Covid-19: Emergency Provisions for Governance (attached at
page 7).

TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS

To receive details of Town Mayor’s Engagements to 23 November 2020 (attached at page 9).

MILL LANE STORES

The Heart of Witham Group are seeking the Town Council’s support in principle for the Mill Lane
Stores to become the Witham Museum.

TOWN CENTRE REGENERATION GROUP

To receive a request from Councillor T. A. Pleasance to step down from the Town Centre
Regeneration Group and to appoint a Member in his place.

ACCESS TO GP SERVICES

To discuss the impact on access to GP services in Witham during the Covid-19 restrictions and
to consider whether any action would be appropriate.

STREET NAMING

To receive a report on street naming (attached at page 10).
MEETINGS

To consider a report concerning future Town Council Meetings (attached at page 11).
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15. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960,
the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the consideration of
the remaining items of business on the grounds they involve the likely
disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule 12A (S5) of the Local
Government Act 1972.

16. LEGAL MATTERS

To receive a report from the Town Clerk.

James Sheehy
Town Clerk

JS/GK/17.11.2020
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HWitham TEM NG S

town council

Officer Report: Town Clerk’s Report

Issue:
The following are to note —
Christmas

Unfortunately due to the second lock-down and difficulties in the supply chain, it was necessary to cancel the pro-
posed lighting of the River Walk.

The Christmas trees for the St Georges Nursing Home and Park View have been ordered. Christmas decorations
delivered and the trees will be erected by the Open Spaces Team on Tuesday, 24" November 2020.

The Town tree will be erected on 18™" December 2020.

The two scheme ‘New Friend for Christmas’ card scheme and ‘The Christmas Box’ scheme are being promoted
through Social Media.

An open air Christmas service in the Town Park is being organised in partnership with Churches Together and will
be held the week before Christmas, date to be agreed.

Advice:

To receive and note the information.

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 7

Information Centre - Renovation Project - It was agreed to receive and note the report and thank staff for the work carried out.

Information Centre - It was agreed to receive and note the nformation and to make tentative enquiries regarding online sales.

Witham Saves Christmas - it was agreed to receive and note.

Bus Shelters - It was agreed to make further enquiries to seek one of the redundant bus shelters, making a modest contribution towards the costs if necessary, but if this fails a replacement
bus shelter be purchased and the budget increased accordingly.

Community Safety Task and Finish Group - It was agreed that the recommendation to close the Community Safety Task and Finish Groiup be approved.

Pride in the Local Community - It was agreed that the name of the scheme should be changed as it was misleading and that a Junior Town Crier should be appointed.

20/01429/HH - 80 Calamint Road - No objection

20/01478/HH - 38 Barwell Way - No objection

20/01491/HH - 35 Armond Road - No objection

20/01326/HH - 10 Rickstones Road - No objection

20/01506/HH - 1 Pantile Close - No objection

20/01456/HH 48A Collingwood Road - No objection

20/01539/LBC - 13 Guithavon Street - no objection

20/01355/FUL - Land between Oomingmak and Newton, Maldon Road - no objection subject to the front of the house being more in keeping with the street scene.

20/01366/FUL - Land adjacent 4ABCD, Maldon Road - no objection subject to the use of materials commensurate with the Conservation Area and archaeological survey

20/01464/HH - 29 Chelmer Road - Recommend refusal on the grounds of loss of amenity with the bedroom having no window except a roof window. Following discussion with the Planning
Officer at BDC it was reluctantly to relax our objections as the roof window would be larger.

20/00297/TPO - 4 Oliver Place - recommend refusal on the grounds of lack of information regarding the felling of the sycamore and subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape
Officer.

20/01481/HH - 21 The Avenue - No objections subject to necessary precautions to ensure the safety of the adjacent tree.

20/00298/TPOCON - 21 The Avenue - no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer.

20/01526 - 50 Maldon Road, Witham - no objection subject to satisfactory arrangements being made to ensure that neighbours are not distrubed by noise

20/01541/HH - 31 Avenue Road - Recommend refusal on the grounds of potential over-looking and consequent loss of neighbouring amenity and the extension not being subservient to the
original house.

20/00334/TPO - Avenue House, 16 Newland Street - no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landcape Officer.

20/01571/VAR - Land adjacent to Lodge Farm, Hatfield Road - no objection

20/01576/HH - 8 The Avenue - No objection subject to the central first floor window being in keeping with the rest of the windows in the front elevation.

19/01896/0UT - Land North of Woodend Farm - recommended that the District Council's Planning Officers should go back to the developers to negotiate an improved application on the
following grounds - An assurance that there would be no damage to the trees and hedgerows, clarification regarding the layby for lorries on the slip road, assurance regarding the access to
the farm at the bottom of the site, whether there will be sufficient capacity at the roundabout once the A12 is triple laned, a sustaintainable footpath/cycleway, not as part of the current
road system, linking up the development with both its neighbour and the railway station and that there be a logical bus route going from one estate to the other. The application had been
held up whilst transport/highways issues were considered.

20-01658HH - 77 Powers Hall End - no objection

20-01680VAR - 143 Highfields Road - no objection

20-01729VAR - Land Adjacent, 9 Carraways - no objection

20-01662HH - 15 Stevens Road - no objection

20-01575FUL - AKA Restaurant, 47 - 49 Newland Street - raises no objection subject to clarification with regard to the Planning Authority being satisfied with refuse collection arrangements

20-01486FUL - 95 Newland Street - raises no objection subject to the Planning Authority being satisfied with the refuse collection arrangements and an archaeological survey being
undertaken

20-015200UT - Ullswater, Maldon Road - recommends refusal on the grounds that the proposed site is outside the development boundary

20-00353TPOCON - Noel Pelly House, 15 Collingwood Road - raises no objection subject to the advice of the District Council's Landscape Officer
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Business Plan and Budget 2021/2022 - to receive and note

Highways Devolution Scheme - It was agreed that the criteria would again be circulated and Members walk their Wards to see what repairs could be undertaken

A12 Widening Schem - It was agreed to respond to the Planning Inspector and raise the Town Council's concerns regarding increased pollution and noise

River Walk Management Plan - it was agreed to receive and approve

Blackwater Rail Trail - that the Town Council still wished to pursue the matter and indicate to Essex County Council that majopr expenditure to improve the footpath was not envisaged.



Town Council — 23" November 2020

Agenda Item 8

Covid-19: Emergency Provisions for

Governance

Summary of emergency changes to Standing Orders & Financial Regulations including delegation of
powers to officers, consultation requirement with Members and restrictions to general working
practices.

These provisions will be in place from approval by the Council on Wednesday 25 March 2020 until week commencing Monday
14* December 2020.

Drafted: 23" March 2020
For: 23" November 2020 (Full Council)

To be reviewed at two monthly interviews by Town Council
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Summary Provisions

STANDING ORDERS:
MEETINGS (GENERALLY)

e Meetings will no longer be conducted in person at the Town Hall with all but Town Council meetings
postponed.

e Town Council meetings will be held menthly via Zoom.

e The Proper Officer is delegated authority to make all and any decisions necessary to discharge
the Council’s business, save for where such authority cannot be delegated under statute.

e Any action taken under delegated powers will be recorded in a register of Officer’s Decisions to be
considered by the Council.

e The Proper Officer is required to create ‘agendas’ of business for Community, Environment and Policy
and Resources Committees to discuss proposed actions for delegated decisions at an informal Zoom
meeting.

e Inthe case of Planning Applications and Transport Committee an ‘agenda’ of business is created for the
Chairman prior to making decisions, save for where that decision is an emergency.

ACCOUNTS AND ACCOUNTING STATEMENTS

e Under Item 17c, Statements are now seen by the Policy & Resources Committee and will be signed at
the first normal meeting after the expiration of these emergency provisions.

FINANCIAL REGULATIONS:
PAYMENT OF ACCOUNTS

e Payments made by BACS as per schedules will no longer be signed in person by those present at a
meeting. BACS schedules should be emailed to all signatories for express approval by the required
number of signatories as advised in each individual payment batch. BACS schedules will be supported
with all available corresponding bills and invoices where possible.

e Full details of all payments made under the Emergency Provisions will be reported at the informal
meetings of Policy & Resources.

GENERAL PROVISIONS:

e The Town Clerk is delegated authority to implement all and any necessary steps as advised or
imposed by HM Government in relation to the Covid-19 (Coronavirus)

e The Town Hall will be shut to all public enquiries, visits and appointments for the duration of these
emergency provisions with the exception of the Information Centre, which is currently closed due to
the second lock-down and will hopefully be re-opened from 2" December 2020.

e The Town Hall is open to Members subject to prior appointment.

e All correspondence will be sent via email, with hard copy Agendas posted to Members as and when
necessary.

®  Staffing levels were back to normal but there is now an accepted practice of some working-from-home
but this may vary if required by the necessity of Covid-19 restrictions for the duration of these
emergency provisions. At present during the second lock-down staff are working from home except to
provide cover in the Office or when duties require.

Back to Agenda
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Agenda ltem 9
TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS

On 31t October 2020, the Town Mayor judged the Best Pumpkin Competition for the
Templars Residents’ Association.

On 11* November 2020, the Town Mayor laid a wreath at the War Memorial in

remembrance of those who had died in the First and Second World Wars.

The Town Mayor regularly attends the Community 360 — Finding your Feet Walk.

Back to Agenda
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ITEM NO: 13

Officer Report: Street Naming

Issue:

It is the policy of the Town Council for names from the War Memorial to be used as street names.

There are a number of new developments in the town but only twenty names left to be used.

The Town Council has been asked to suggest names for the new street at the Old lvy Chimneys development and

rather than use one of the names from the War Memorial it is suggested that an historic name be used instead.
(Old Ivy Chimneys is the house name and cannot be used for the street).

Advice:
Members are asked to consider —
e Inview of the location and history of Old Ivy Chimneys, to give this new street an appropriate historic

name.
e To consider a policy for when the remainder of the names on the War Memorial are used.

Back to Agenda
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ITEM NO: 14

Officer Report: Meetings

Issue:

Members are asked to consider the following recommendations to be implemented whilst the Covid restrictions
are in place —

e To consider holding Community, Environment and Policy and Resources Committee meetings every three
months

e To consider Delegated Decisions for Planning Applications and Transport Committee via Zoom on alternate
weeks to other Committee and Town Council Meetings.

In line with Government Regulations just Town Council Meetings were being held monthly. It was then decided
that Community, Environment and Policy and Resources Committees meet informally to discuss delegated deci-
sions every two months. If the time between those Committee Meetings is extended it will stop the cluster of
Town Council, Community and Policy & Resources Meetings which occurs every two months.

With the Covid restrictions, Committee business is lessening and if any urgent issues arise they can be considered
by Town Council.

The Planning Applications and Transport Committee has not met since 9" March 2020. Whilst the existing scheme
of delegation works well it is considered that the expertise of Members needs to be kept up to date.

A draft Meeting schedule beginning in the New Year is attached.

Advice:

To consider the implications of the proposals.
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WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL COVID 19 EMERGENCY SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS CIVIC YEAR 2020 - 2021

MEETINGS VIA ZOOM AT 7 PM

COUNCIL,
gg%QI%BII_-[TE E MAY JUNE JULY AUG | SEPT OCT | NOV | DEC JAN FEB MAR APRIL | MAY
COMMITTEE
TOWN COUNCIL Mon Mon Mon Tues Mon | Mon | Mon Mon Mon Mon Tues Tues
Sth 6th 3rd 1st 26th 23rd 14th 11th Sth Sth 6th 4th
Mon Mon
28th (Budget) 10th
(AGM)
Dates for Delegated
decisions
ENVIEONMENT Tues Mon Mon Mon Mon Tues
COMMITTEE 26th 20th 14th 9th 25th 19th
COMMUNITY Mon Mon Tues Moaon Tues
COMMITTEE Sth 10th 6th 30th 23rd
POLICY AND Mon Mon Mon Tues Mon
RESOURCES 22nd 17th 12th Sth 22nd
COMMITTEE
PLANNING Mon Mon Mon Mon Tues Mon Mon Tues Mon Mon Mon Mon
APPLICATIONS & 11th 8th oth 3rd 1st 12th 9th Sth 18th st st 12th
TRANSPORT Tues Mon Mon Mon Mon Mon Mon Mon Mon Mon Mon
COMMITTEE 26th 22nd 20th 17th 14th 26th 23rd 21st 15th 15th 26th
Mon Tues
28th 30th
STAFFING AND Tues Tues Tues Tues
ACCOMMODATION 9th 15th 1st 23rd
ESTIMATES Mon
4th
QOPEN SPACES Weid Wed Wed Wed Wed Wed
MANAGEMENT 24th 19th 14th oth 24th 21st
SUB-COMMITTEE
AT 2.00 PM

17/11/2020

Back to Agenda
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