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AGENDA 
 

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL 
 

Date:  Monday, 11th April 2022 Time: 7:30PM 
 
Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business. 
Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined. If 
you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 

To be present: Councillors   A. Kilmartin (Town Mayor) 
    J. Bayford  (Deputy Town Mayor) 
    S. Ager 
    K. Atwill 
    P. Barlow 
     J. Goodman 
     S. Hicks 
    C. Jay 
    C. Lager 
    M. Lager    
    C. Livermore 
    T. Pleasance 
    S. Rajeev   
    M. Weeks 
    J. Williams 
    R. Williams 
       

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2. MINUTES 
 

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of Town Council held 14th March 2022 (previously 
circulated). 
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3. INTERESTS 
 

To receive any declarations of interest that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this agenda. 
 

4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 
An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any 
item on the Agenda. 
 
Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no 
individual speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the 
Chairman under Standing Order 3(F) & 3(G) 
 

5. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE 
 

To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to 
Witham. 
 

6. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
 

To receive details of the Town Mayor’s engagements attended for period 15th March to 11th 
April 2022 (attached at page 4). 
 

7. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 

To receive the Town Clerk’s report on matters arising (attached at page 5). 
 

8. GRANT AID REQUEST – CITIZENS ADVICE 
 

To receive a grant aid request from the Citizens Advice (attached at page 6). 
 

9. A12 – WIDENING 
 

To receive a report (attached at page 13). 
 

10. COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 

(a) Planning and Transport Committee held 14th and 29th March 2022  
Minutes 244 to 267 (inclusive) 
 
To receive a report of the Meetings. 
 

(b) Policy and Resources Committee held 29th March 2022 
Minutes 51 to 63 (inclusive) 

 
 To receive a report of the Meeting. 

 
11. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 

 
TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the 
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consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they 
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule 
12A (S5) of the Local Government Act 1972. 

12. LAND TRANSFER 
 

To receive a report (attached at page 15). 
 
 

 
Nikki Smith 
Town Clerk        
 
NS/GK/5.4.2022 
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      Agenda Item 6 

 
 
Back to Agenda 
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        Agenda Item 7 

Town Clerk’s Report 
 
Matters Arising 

This report details all relevant matters arising that have occurred since the last Town Council meeting. Matters may feature 
on multiple reports, as they remain outstanding. 

MINUTE RESOLUTION DIRECTION 

 Nothing to report  

 
Notifiable Correspondence 

This report details all relevant correspondence raised & received in response to a resolution. Correspondence remains 
outstanding on this list until fully satisfied by Full Council or its respective committee. 

DATE CORRESPONDENCE STATUS 

24th March 
2022 

Letter from Councillor Butland to Councillor Lager  

 
Other Meetings 

14th March 2022- Meeting with Cherie Root, Emma Goodings and Paul Partridge from Braintree District Coun-
cil 
 
24th March 2022 - SLCC Essex Executive Committee Meeting 
 
25th March 2022 - Meeting with Andrew Lipski from Gigaclear 
 
 

To Note 
 
 
Back to Agenda  
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Back to Agenda 
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       Agenda Item 9 
 
Notes of a Meeting held 9th March 2022 to discuss the implications of the A12 widening 
particularly in respect of Whetmead. 

 
Present: Councillors:  A. Kilmartin 
     S. Ager 
     K. Atwill 
     J. Goodman 
     C. Lager 
     M. Lager 
 
Braintree District Councillor  W. Rose 
 
Jacobs:     A.  Goodwin (Safety and Construction) 

N. McCutcheon (Comms and Stakeholder Team) 
L. Wren  (Ecology) 
 

Officers:    N. Smith  (Town Clerk) 
     H. Andrews (Deputy Town Clerk) 
     G. Kennedy (Planning Officer) 
 
The Town Mayor welcomed everyone to the meeting and after introductions the presentation 
began with a reminder to ‘Go Left’ in the event of an emergency on dual carriageways and 
motorways. 
 
Mr Goodwin reminded the meeting that at the last workshop in September 2021 he had explained 
that as some public open space would be lost as a consequence of widening the A12 there was a 
requirement to replace this land.  The main purpose of the meeting was to give key updates.   
 
Mr Goodwin explained that there had been some supplementary consultations with targeted 
responses.  He specifically mentioned Market Lane and the possibility that there might be a 
requirement to temporarily remove the sound barrier to allow heavy plant onto the site but gave 
the assurance that it would be reinstated in the same position.  Any planting would be replaced but 
it had to be recognised that whilst some of the trees and shrubbery were mature it could not be 
replaced like for like. Mr Goodwin said that they had been in consultation with residents who were 
part owners of the noise barrier.  
 
Mr Goodwin then spoke about possible routing of the gas main adjacent to the A12 and explained 
that it would not be going onto the Whetmead site as it had formerly been used for landfill. 
 
Mr Goodwin hoped that a Development Consultation Order would be submitted to the Planning 
Inspector this summer and if in order a report would be prepared for the Secretary of State to 
consider.  It was hoped that construction could start in winter 2023/2024.  The scheme was over a 
25km stretch and there would be pockets of work along the whole route at the same time.  Two 
main compounds for the scheme would be to the south and north of Witham with additional 
smaller compounds along the route.  Extra cameras would be installed along the A12 and recovery 
vehicles available should there be an incident.  He added that a balance was necessary to ensure 
that the A12 would remain open with a suitable speed limit in place to ensure the safety of workers 
whilst keeping the traffic moving.  Emergency laybys would be installed.  Archaeology surveys had 
already taken place and Paleolithic remains had been found.  In answer to a question, Mr Goodwin 
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explained that conversations would be required regarding those sections of the A12 which would be 
decommissioned particularly to reduce the opportunity for fly tipping.  
 
Ms Wren then spoke about their plans to minimise the impact on habitats with new public open 
space being created and landscaping schemes providing maximum biodiversity and new habitats.  
There would be fencing along the edge of Whetmead and a special sound absorbing surface used on 
the road.  She explained that all new planting would be monitored by a landscaping team and there 
would be a responsibility to ensure planting was established.  A full arboricultural survey would be 
undertaken of all trees to be removed and would be provided in due course to the Town Council.  
 
Mr Goodwin explained that there would be no safe route onto Whetmead whilst the proposed work 
near the entrance was undertaken.  It was considered that up to 12 months of restricted access 
would be needed but access by the operations team would be achievable. 
 
Mr Goodwin then spoke about a possible scheme to re-provide public open space on land to the 
south of the River Brain, increasing the size of the nature reserve and with the capacity for linking 
this land to the Blackwater Rail Trail. The section closest to the A12 would have an attenuation pond 
so would by necessity be owned by National Highways.  There was potentially over 21,000m2 
available to replace the 5,700m2 strip lost along the A12 boundary.  The area would need to be 
established early to allow for transfer of reptiles and could have dual use as a complimentary public 
open space as well.  He asked Members to consider whether this would be acceptable to the Town 
Council. 
 
It was agreed that this suggestion would be put to the April Meeting of Town Council.  Members 
understood the constraints about achieving a cycleway linkage to Whetmead and the need for 
better connection between the two sites.  Mr Goodwin gave the assurance that he was having 
similar discussions with Braintree District Council. 
 
Ms Wren explained that further design was required regarding planting and then there would be 
further consultation with the Town Council.  
 
Members agreed that the consultation was being well handled and the Town Mayor closed the 
Meeting. 
 
GK/14.3.2022 
 
 
Back to Agenda 
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