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MINUTES

PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE
Date: Monday, 23" January 2023
Place: Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE
Present: Councillors Goodman (Chairman)
Kilmartin (Vice Chairman)
Atwill
Barlow
Heath
Hicks
Jay
Lager

Lager
Pleasance

AZO00NTITRP

@

Kennedy (Planning Officer)
And one member of the public.

210. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE

There were no apologies for absence.
211.  MINUTES
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and
Transport Committee held 9™ January 2023 be confirmed as a true
record and signed by the Chairman.

212.  INTERESTS

Councillor Barlow declared a non-pecuniary interest in application 23/00048/HH — Ruskins,
Lawn Chase, Witham as he knew the applicant.

213. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

No comment was made by the member of public present.
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214.  PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT

The Planning Officer had nothing to report but the Chairman said that he had contacted Essex
County Councillor Lee Scott, Cabinet Member for Highways, seeking a meeting to discuss
HGV routing. Councillor Scott had responded to say that he would ask officers to contact the
Town Council to arrange a Teams meeting. The Chairman said that a face-to-face meeting
would be preferable so that proposed routes could be identified on a map.

215. PART 1 APPLICATIONS

23/00001/HH

23/03483/HH

23/00048/HH

Bona Vista, Maldon Road, Witham
Two storey side extension with integral garage

NO OBJECTION

83 Blunts Hall Road, Witham
Rear dormer

NO OBJECTION

Ruskins, Lawn Chase, Witham
Insertion of rear dormer and associated alteration to the
existing roof to facilitate loft conversion

Councillor Barlow had declared an interest.

22/03479/HH

216. PART 2 APPLICATIONS

22/03463/FUL

23/00059/TPOCON
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NO OBJECTION

83 Braintree Road, Witham
Proposed drop kerb

NO OBJECTION

Land south of, Howbridge Hall Road, Witham

Change of use to ecological mitigation area (linked to the A12
widening scheme) including the creation of 3 ponds, creation
of 8 bunds and one area of wider re-grading of land from on-
site excavated material, perimeter fencing and associated
landscaping

Members were concerned that the depth of the ponds were
such as to warrant ‘deep water’ signs.

NO OBJECTION but to consider the erection of
‘deep water’ warning signs.

21 The Avenue, Witham

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation
Area: Reduce crown of Robina Tortuosa (T1) by
approximately 3 metres

The Tree Warden had made a site visit and said that the
photograph of the tree was misleading as the work had either
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23/00060/HH

23/00036/HH

217. REVISED PLANS

22/00385/FUL

218. DECISIONS
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already been carried out or the photo taken before the previous
crown reduction. He also said that there was unlikely to be
shading in the rear neighbour’s garden as suggested as the
applicant’s own garden is to the south of the tree. The
Planning Officer therefore recommended that the application
be refused as the work appeared already to have been
completed and further work would be totally inappropriate.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds that the
work appears to have already been completed and
further work would be totally inappropriate and
subject to the advice of the District Council’s
Landscape Officer.

3 Blunts Hall Drive, Witham
Erection of single-storey front and rear extensions, and
addition of first floor side extension with pitched roof

Members noted that whilst the new application had been
scaled back on the left hand side of the dwelling where the
neighbour objected, the street scene would still be affected by
this proposal.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of
adverse impact that the gables would have on the
street scene, contrary to LPP36e.

Gueth Cottage, Maldon Road, Witham
Proposed two storey front extension, first floor side extension
over existing garage and 14 no. solar panels to roof

Members recognised that there was potential for overlooking
the neighbouring property and would suggest that the side
window in the new bedroom be obscure glass.

NO OBJECTION subject to no representations
from neighbours, obscure glass being used in the side
window and appropriate tree protection.

95 Newland Street, Witham
Erection of a terrace of 2 x 2 bedroom two storey houses and
1 x 3 bedroom two storey house, together with 3 bay garage

Members agreed that the original decision to recommend
approval stand.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL

The decisions on Planning Applications pertaining to Witham were received.
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RESOLVED That the decision be received and noted.
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PARKING AT SCHOOLS — 3PR SCHEME

A report was received.

Members agreed that the 3PR scheme to educate children would by itself not solve the problem
of parking by schools. The Planning Officer said that she would make further contact with the
North Essex Parking Partnership (NEPP) to seek information about a camera outside Holy
Family School to prevent dangerous parking and to complain that the NEPP had not turned up
to the Eastlight Forums.

RESOLVED That contact be made with Holy Family School asking
them to consider signing up to the 3PR scheme.

RESOLVED That the information be received and further
information sought from the NEPP regarding how cameras can be
installed at schools to prevent inconsiderate or dangerous parking.

RESOLVED That the NEPP be contacted to complain that a
representative had not turned up to the Eastlight Forums.

22/03121/VAR — LAND ADJACENT TO LODGE FARM

Correspondence was received from the developer regarding the amendment to the above
application to remove the school drop off area.

RESOLVED That the correspondence be received and noted.

WITHAM PUBLIC HALL — ASSET OF COMMUNITY VALUE

Members were informed that the Witham Public Hall has now been re-listed as an asset of
community value.

RESOLVED That the information be received and noted.

HEALTHY HOUSING STRATEGY

Members were informed of the District Council’s survey which had been forwarded to
Members of the Neighbourhood Plan Steering Group.

Comment was made that the current climate did not encourage small private landlords so there
were less properties with higher rents.

RESOLVED That the information be received and Members asked
to complete the survey.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.18 p.m.

Councillor J. Goodman
Chairman
GK/25.1.2023
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