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MINUTES 
 

WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL 

 
 

Date:  Monday, 4th July 2022   
 

Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 

Present: Councillors    J. Bayford  (Town Mayor) 
    J. Goodman (Deputy Town Mayor) 
    S. Ager 

    K. Atwill 

    P. Barlow 

    S. Hicks 

    C. Jay 

    C. Lager 

    M. Lager    

    T. Pleasance 

    M. Weeks 

 

Essex County Councillor   R. Playle  (Witham Northern) 

 

Braintree District Councillors  P. Horner  (Witham West) 

    W. Rose  (Witham West) 

     

    N. Smith  (Town Clerk) 

    G. Kennedy (Committee Clerk) 

    S. Smith  (PA to Council) 

 

And one member of the public. 
       

42. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Kilmartin who was unwell, Rajeev, J. 

Williams and R. Williams who had previous engagements. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the apologies be received and accepted. 
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43. MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of Town Council held 

7th June 2022 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Town 

Mayor. 
 

44. INTERESTS 
 

 No interests were declared. 

 

45. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

No comment was made by the member of public present. 

 

46. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL UPDATE  
 

A report was given detailing highway issues including confirmation that the Chipping Hill 

Bridge would be closed from 15th August to 7th October and the diversion would be via the 

town centre. 
 

Members were informed that the District Council had agreed the funding for the community 

centre at Maltings Lane.  Members whilst welcoming the news said that this centre originally 

to include a medical centre and a place of worship should have been built twenty years ago. 

 

Members were told of recent noise complaints and it was explained that the District Council 

Enforcement Team had recently recruited six new members of staff so matters should improve. 

 

The Town Mayor thanked everyone for their reports. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the reports be received and noted. 
 

47. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS 
  
Details of the Town Mayor’s engagements attended for period 8th June to 5th July were 

received. 
 

   RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted. 
 

48. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
 

 The Town Clerk’s report on matters arising be received and noted. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted. 
 

49. COMMITTEE REPORTS  
 

(a) Planning and Transport Committee held 7th and 20th June 2022  
 

Minutes 13 to 37 (inclusive).  

 

The Chairman of the Planning and Transport Committee, gave his Report en bloc. 

 

RESOLVED  That the Report of the Planning and Transport 

Committee be received. 
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(b) Policy and Resources Committee held 20th June 2022  
                

Minutes 1-10 (inclusive).  

 

The Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee, gave his Report en bloc.  He drew 

Members attention to Minute 6 – Members’ Attendance Policy, and that Members must give 

their own apologies if they are unable to attend a Meeting but have until the close of business 

the day after a Meeting to do so.   

 

RESOLVED  That the Report of the Policy and Resources Committee 

be received. 
 

50. VERBAL REPORT ON THE WITHAM DOG SHOW 

 

The Town Mayor said that the Dog Show had been very well attended and enjoyed.  He asked 

that thanks to staff be recorded. 

 

The Town Clerk considered that over 1,000 people had attended this popular event. 

 

RESOLVED  That the information be received and thanks to those 

staff involved be recorded. 
 

51. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC 
 

RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) 

Act 1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the 

consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they 

involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within 

Schedule 12A (S3) of the Local Government Act 1972. 
 

52. COMMITTEE REPORT- CONTINUED 

 

Policy and Resources Committee held 20th June 2022  
 

               Minutes 11-12 (inclusive).  

 

 The Chairman of the Policy and Resources Committee continued his Report. 

 

RESOLVED  That the Report of the Policy and Resources Committee 

be received. 
 

53. LAND TRANSFERS 

 

An update regarding Witham Town Council land transfers was received. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted. 
 

54. MALTINGS LANE COMMUNITY CENTRE 

 

A verbal report was received. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted. 
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There being no further business the Town Mayor closed the Meeting at 8.35 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

Councillor J. Bayford 

Town Mayor  

       

               NS/GK/7.7.22 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


