In This Edition

1) Christmas 2018

2-3) Witham

Remembers

4) Events

5) Grant Funding
Tree Recycling

6) Christmas At the

Information Centre

Town Clerk@

Departure

7) Churches

Together

8) 1tQ Your Council

Witham Town Council

Town Hall f@
Newland Street

Witham

Essex

CM8 2FE

Tel: 01376 520627

www.witham.gov.uk

ISSUE 67 WINTER 2018

Mayords Chri

¢t has been an honour and pleasure to serve as

Town

Witham Town Mayor since May of this year. There
have been so many pleasurable opportunities to meet
so many wonderful friendly people who live, work and

serve the town.

| truly find it a privilege to be one of the 16 Town
Councillors, who are unpaid volunteers, who seek to
make this wonderful Georgian town of yours and mine,
a protected environment in creating a better place to
live, work and enjoy. But at times itQ a struggle in
getting the overseeing councils to understand what
Witham Town needs. | am in admiration and grateful to
the Town Hall officers and staff for their outstanding
efforts in maintaining such a high standard of

administration for the community.

For one of my charities | chose ¥ Hospice who care for teenagers who are unfortunate to have life
threatening conditions. In July | had the pleasure of visiting the Little Havens Hospice in Benfleet, who
now work with my chosen charity YQ Hospice, to tour and meet the nurses and staff. This was a most
humbling experience, for what it does and the emotions that are within it are so truly a paradise of
tranquillity. Before leaving | had the joy of having my hand painted blue and placed the hand print,

along with others on a wall, a most memorable deed.

The Town has had an outstanding summer, beginning with the exceptional Community Day, Town
Carnival, the unique Puppet Festival combined with sunny days; places Witham Town in amongst the
best place to be in Essex for such events. November is a time for Remembrance and 2018 is particularly
significant as it marks the 100 years anniversary when the guns fell silent ending the fighting on the
Western Front leading to the signing of the Armistice. The Town Council along with the RBL Witham
Branch, organised a number of events on the 11" November, Armistice Sunday, concluding with the
lighting of the beacon on Chipping Hill Common. The week prior to that let us thank the Town Hall Staff
for taking the initiative to ask the community to knit poppies for displaying and to drape down the Town
Hall building, WOWQand you respond on mass with over 2500 of all sizes, producing a most heart

rendering display. Take a bow Wit ham.

And now as the nights draw in and the festive season descends upon us, the TownQ finale for 2018 will
begin with various Christmas events including our Dickensian Christmas Market combined with the
Christmas tree lights switch on, FarleighQ Light up a Life Service, the Rotary Club Senior Citizens Party,
to mention a few. On behalf of myself, my wife Jenny along with the Town Councillors and everyone at

the Witham Town Hall | wish you a joyous Christmas and a healthy and prosperous New Year to come. €

st mas



Witham Re me mb er s

Witham Pulls Together in Spectacular Display of Community Spirit For

WW1 Centenary!

Following the Town Council@ call for poppies, we have been
overwhelmed by the level of support and generosity from the
citizens of Witham. With over three thousand contributions
received during the drive, Members of the Town Council worked
alongside staff to create the poppy display that adorned the Town
Hall in the lead up to the 11th November.

On the 11th, Witham saw a lone piper play at the war memorial at
6:00am. A communion service was held at St Nicolas Church
before the traditional muster formed on The Avenue marching
behind the Essex Caledonian Pipe Band to the Service of
Remembrance held at 3:00pm.
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Witham then turned out at 7:00pm to the River Walk to witness
the beacon lighting ceremony, part of the UK wide Battles Over: A
NationQ Tribute. The beacon was lit by Town Mayor Councillor
Thomas Pleasance with the evening organised by the Town
CouncilQ@ WW1 Centenary Commemorations Working Group. Past
events have included Witham 1917 featuring an evening of live
music and dance, the Drumhead Service and installation of
commemorative poppy bench on Chipping Hill.

The Town Council would like to thank everybody who took part in
the WW1 Centenary Commemorations across the town and for the
incredible display of community spirit demonstrated.
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Let us remember those who so s
abroad, whose sacrifce enabl es
we have today.

Let us remember those who camd
mentally, and the friends and
remember those who returned t
rebuild their working |lives af

Let us remember the families
sweet heart s.

Let us remember the servicemen
civilians and others fr om <Gawohnom
fought, sufered and died d

Let us remember those in reser
who kept us saf et lben ddet dirosnea

cared for the wounded, t he wom

those who worked in the factor
the war efort at h o mdg
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IS organising
Road on Saturday

§Are you involved in a Witham based

y o fundraise, showcase
i

ot
j oin.

Do you run a Dance Group who woul d

There is no charge for Community Groug
To register your interest in getng involve

Withamdos Ne

Cl

w h

communityofcer @wi t ham. gov. uk before

Mayer s “Charity Gata

IN AID OF

The J&6s Hospice & -MhiSBusSkupmdadr on ATC

You are cordially invited to a spectacular Charity Gala

Rivenhall Oaks Golf Club, Forest Road, Witham, CM8 2PS
Saturday 9th February 2019
Door Open 7:00pm. Commencing 7:30pm.
Carriages at 11:30pm
Three Course Meal & Dancing
-Featuring -
Eclipse

Dress Code: Black Tie & Evening Dress

Tickets Available at £35.00 each from the Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, CM8 2FE.
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Are you in need of funding? The deadline for Witham Town Council

grant aid applications is 31st January 2019.

Did you know that every year the Town Council provides

funding for community, voluntary and non-profit

organisations?

In previous years the Town Council has provided financial
support to a wide range of groups and organisations including
Citizens Advice, the Money Advice Service, Witham Carnival,

Witham Boys Brigade and Farleigh Hospice.

The Grant Aid scheme is overseen every year by Members of
the Community Committee who hold the power to approve
grant funding, and all applications must be received by the

Town Council no later than 31st January 2019.

Christmas Tree Recycling Returns

to Witham

Farleigh Hospice Christmas Tree Recycling is back and is once
again staging its annual door-to-door collection. On the 5"
and 6™ January 2019, a dedicated team of staff and
volunteers will be making their rounds throughout Witham,
collecting Christmas trees for a suggested minimum donation
of £5 to Farleigh Hospice, however please feel free to give

more.

The trees will be collected from the following postcodes

CMO, CM1, CM2, CM3, CM7, CM8, CM9 and CM77.

Every penny that is raised will make a huge difference to
those facing life-limiting illnesses. All of Farleigh Hospices
services are free of charge and without the generosity of the
local community we would not be able to care for nearly
4,000 people every year, help carers and families, offer

bereavement support and continue to be an integral part of

the local community.

Registration will be open on the 1 December, so please visit

www.farleighhospice.org/trees or call 01245 457 411.

In accordance with the Council@ grant aid policy, priority is
given to projects and organisations that focus on community
development, investing in young people, improving services
for older people and environmental stability. A full copy of the
aid  policy

documentation, including application forms can be freely

Town Council@ grant and  supporting
downloaded from the Witham Town Council website under

the Wouncil ServicesCGection.

Forms can also be collected from Community Manager Kim
Lumb in the Town HallQ information centre during normal
opening hours. If you require advice when applying for grant
aid, you can also telephone the Town Council on 01376 520
627 and speak to the Town Clerk.

Christmas Tree

Register before
3" January
12 noon

¥ you would like to help please call us on 01245 4S74i

It is because you care
that we can

Registered charity no 284670

Farleigh
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- Check out Christmas at Witham

" . Information Centre!

With the Christmas season fas
see us for your local favouri

Chr i st ma-sWilkinajams; enarraalade; chutneys; and local
honey.

Wi t ham me mlags;deb towels; aotebooks; notelets;
magnets; mugs; coasters; books

Theat r e-useabl&at more than 240 theatres nationwide
Di s c o QolthesterlZoo tickets
B o x  Qitketsfor Witham Public Hall

sy e

Ot her services include:

NFSOG DAD LRSIFAaY /KNRAGY!I &

w

Nat onal Express Ticketng
Coach-Wirtitpsm Depart & Ret

Tickets for local events aha! bR ERU Nge o0y sRoom & Council
availabl e t highly compettve ri

Fax & Photocopy service
Wher e can ¥yAs part 6f thedTown So@ncil, we are

Brochures for a wide range Ioc%tfed onucllfe grguﬂdlﬂé)opofaﬂ)/e To%r?l—i%lltinr}\lg\/\;laﬁ)d@tﬁeet

Recycling sacks and dog waghf Bp8H i-wearekmerfrons Monday - Thursday 0900
—M ¢ @nd Friday 0930 — M c Jfnot including bank holidays) —\‘

(4

Mark Squire set to depart Witham Town Council
after nearly 8 years at the helm.

Mark Squire, long serving Town Clerk of Witham will be leaving the Council in
the new year to take up post as Town Clerk to Loughton, Essex; his home town.

Mark commented on his departure stating that after nearly eight years, his time
in Witham has been a very rewarding experience.

OFrom the beginning, | was struck by the great community spirit in Witham and
the large number of community groups for both young and old. There is always
a lot going on. It does seems strange that | will no longer be a part of the annual
puppet festival, which draws thousands of people to the town centre.

I have been lucky to work with such supportive and diligent colleagues, who
work very hard to make Witham a better place to live in. Equally Witham has a
very strong and proactive Town Council. The Town Councillors are an extremely
committed group who work tirelessly on behalf of local residents.

I have really enjoyed my time at Witham. It has been a real privilege. | wish my

successor every success in continuing the good worké
alN] {ljdzZANBx ¢26y [/ fSN]®
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Decemdemday Decemtthari st mas Eve
.00 pnChild&r€&hristmas Servic .00 Kmib Service
Bet hel Hall, Church St St Nio€blbash (Cof E)
service for children Rtgzmtmdlé’xdwlaérse(acr?cfoéesl e3bor
meaning of Christmas . The Holy Family & All S{
.00 Manss of the Night (caro
16 Decemwuerday The Holy Family & AlIl S
10.30 a@hristingle, Nativity Gilvi30g My jghd Mass
Met hodi st Church St Nio€blbash (CofE)
11.30 imdniCommuni on
Col l ectings gwanrtnh esnbecnk s and und e ar for h.iteq
chapel Mi ssion for the Homel es United Reformed Church

10.30 amll Age I nteractive Na ity Service
(preceded by breakfast

United Reformed Church
4. 00 pnCarol Ser vaforeill gndl y se

Mal tings Academy, CMS38

Bet hel Christian Fello
4. 00 pnChristingle Service

St Ni6€bbash (Cof E)

Decemtthari st mas Day

.00 &dHmly CommBmnokomf Common P
St Nié6€Eblbash (CofE)
&Mass of the Dawn (said
The Holy Family & Al Il S{
Bami 'y Communi on
St Ni6€blbash (Cof E)
@mr i st mas Day Service

18 Decefinesday Met hodi st Church

St Nio€bluash (CofE) Witham Baptist Church
@mr i st mas Morning Servi

23 DeceiSnaday _ Bethel Hall, Church Str{
10.30 @anr ol Service (shared) Alml Age Worship

Baptist Church at Mal do i qunu.rch

. . . it'ed Reformed Church
10. 30 BRmai se & Worship Servi cg .30 @mristmas Morning Famil
Bet hel Hal I , Church Str

Vall ey Church

Bethel Christian Fell ow;j .30 @mristmas Day Service
@ar ol Qdrovilmeved by hot

pleS)Hope Community Church
Met hodi st Church .00 Manss of the Day

Monr ni ng Wor shiop

Vall ey Church

pbar vice of Nine Lessons
St Ni6€bbash (Cof E)

[ICrar ol s by Candlelight
Witham Baptist Church
pPmadi t i onalg hQGa nCdalreo | Ser
United Reformed Church 31 Deceimteewr Ya aEve

Crar ol s by Candlelight 11.00 Wat chni ght Service
Vall ey Church United Reformed Church

The Holy Family & Al

30 Decemuerday
10. 30 Rarnai se & Worship Servic

Bet hel Hal | | Church Str

Guithavon Valley Evangelical ChurBéttf&lal Creryi Chivarhfel |l owshi p
Guithavon Valley, CM8 1HF Bet hel Hall, Church Street CMS8

The Holy Family & All Saints Churdmi t({&®ked mReaf Camdad |l Cle)yr ch
Guithavon Street, CM8 1BN Newl and Street, cCmM8 1AH

St Mar@hurch (Roman Catholic) St Ni @dcluasch (Church of Engl and)
Sheepcotes Lane, Silver End, CM8 Q@WiIJpping Hill, CM8 2JS

Met hodi st Church, Wit ham Baptist Church
Guithavon Street, CM8 1BJ Royal British Legion, Newland S
Hope Community Church (Church of Engl and)

Howbridge Junior School, 7 Dengie Close, cCM8 1DJ




LOCAL COUNCIL
AWARD SCHEME
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OPPOSITE THE TOWN HALL

" FOUNDATION

Mi c hael Ripping=Hill,:

Robert Vi

John Goadima:n
=i f 1 @ 6 Powers Hall-En
NEWLAND STREET : :
Thomas P &iesienic el
1@ your counci T
Witham Town Council Offices are open  The Information Centre in the Town
Monday - Thursday 9:00AM-5:00PM  Hall is open from 9:00AM-4:30PM Angel a KiiEimar:trg:
and Friday 9:30AM-4:00PM. Monday - Thursday and Friday
Closed Weekends and Bank Holidays. 9:30AM = 4:00PM. Closed Weekends Janet Mornay
and Bank Holidays.
Meetings of your Town Council are MEET | NES: Jacqguel i wcieemelr;
open for you to attend. There is .
usually an opportunity to speak before T o wn C:014th dahubry, 21st John FPaalclhie e
the beginning of each meeting to raise  January (Budget) 4th March 2019
your concerns to the Council. Envi r anme ndnuary, 18th
Full details are displayed at  March 2019. S o Rivendell)/Chalk:
AT GO C o mmu :n4tht Bebruary, 1 April
Agendas are on display on the 2019. Jack Belvfiard
noticeboard in Newland Street. Policy & : 1Rk Becemberc — Pyl e o
Meetings usually begin at 7:30PM and 2018, 19th Feb, 15th April 2019.

i icati - . ) lithav /all
PIannlhg Aplecajuons&Transport sub Planning & 111 @th JoAnn Wilsliicaom
committee meetings at 6:30PM. December 2018, 7th, 21st January,

Meetings are held in the Council 4th, 19th February, 4th, 18th March
Chamber in the Town Hall, Newland  2019. .
Cl ar e “l6iagie
Street, Witham, Essex, CM8 2FE.
Ron Raaag2
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