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MINUTES 
 

 PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 

Date:  Monday, 10th October 2022  
 

Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 

Present: Councillors    J. Goodman  (Chairman) 
     
    P. Barlow 

    C. Lager 

    M. Lager     

    P.           Heath 

 

    N. Smith  (Town Clerk) 

    S. Smith  (PA to the Council) 

    C. Strachan (Assistant RFO)  

 

And two members of the public. 
    

112. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Atwill, Kilmartin, Hicks, Jay 

and Pleasance. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the apologies be received and accepted. 
 

 

113. MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and 

Transport Committee held 26th September 2022 be confirmed as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

114.  INTERESTS 
 

Councillors C. and M. Lager declared non-pecuniary interests in Item 12 – Local 

Highways Panel Requests as they live close by – Councillor Goodman declared a non-

pecuniary interest in Item 7 Part 2 Applications as the applicant is known to him. 
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115. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

The applicant referred to Item 7 Part 2 Applications 22/02329/TPOCON stating that 

the crab apple trees had been pruned in the last year but are back to roof level. The tree 

surgeon had confirmed verbally that the roots could affect the sewer and the trees could 

affect the wall and house. 

 

The Chairman thanked the applicant for his comments. 

 

 

116. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

A detailed written report was received from the Planning Officer. 

 

 

   RESOLVED That the report be received and noted. 
 
 

117. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
 

 

                                                    RESOLVED That the Planning Officer’s report be agreed ‘En Bloc’ 
                                                                            with no objections. 
 

 

118. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
 

 
22/02515/HH  1 The Stables, Howbridge Hall Road, Witham 

 

Two Storey side extension and conversion of loft with rear 

dormer roof extension. 

 

There had been 3 objections from neighbours due to a loss of 

privacy. As it was a small plot the members noted that the 

amount of development in relation would be overbearing. 

 

RECOMMEND REFUSAL On the grounds that this would 

create over development and adversely affect local residents 

due to the lack of privacy and loss of amenity. Officer to 

inform B.D.C. that if they allow the loft extension, the 

windows should be of obscured glass and not able to be 

opened. 
 

 

22/02523/HH              31 Armond Road, Witham, Essex 
                                                                Single-storey side and rear extension. 

 

RECOMMEND REFUSAL contrary to LPP41 on the 

grounds that this development would have a negative impact 

on the street scene and character of the property. The owner 

has also previously been refused the erection of a fence 

around the property. 
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22/02490/HH  54a Church Street, Witham, Essex  
Single-storey rear extension, raising of existing flat roof by 

250mm and addition of rooflight.   

 

NO OBJECTION     

       

   
     22/02491/LBC   54a Church Street, Witham, Essex  

     Single-storey rear extension, raising of existing flat roof by  

                                                                 250mm and addition of rooflight. 

 

NO OBJECTION subject to the Listed Buildings Officer’s 

consent. Officer to make sure a match with existing materials, 

and comment on roof height.  
 

 

22/02184/TPCON 59 The Avenue, Witham, Essex CM8 2DN 
                              To carry out work on trees affected by the Conservation Area 

 

NO OBJECTION - Follow recommendation from Officer to 

prune back the trees due to the tree warden’s advice. 

Symmetry of pruning to be passed onto B.D.C. 
 

 

   22/02329/TPOCON 16 Chipping Hill Witham Essex CM8 2DE 
Carry out work on trees affected by the Conservation Area. 

Three bay trees and two crab apple trees. 

 

RECOMMEND APPROVAL Subject to the oral advice 

provided by the tree surgeon being passed onto B.D.C.  
 

 

119. REVISED PLANS 
 

No revised plans were received. 
   

 

120. DECISIONS 
 

To receive and note decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham which          

have been received from Braintree District Council. 

 

 

    RESOLVED  That the decisions be received and noted. 
 

 
121. PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE – OVERVIEW OF 

DELEGATED RESPONSIBILITIES 
                 

Members received details of the Overview of Delegated Responsibilities. 

 

Members noted that more information could be shared with residents regarding S106 

contributions and how they were used.  
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Members noted that the NEPP (North Essex Parking Partnership) are running a 3PR 

scheme and it was suggested that one of their members be invited to attend the 

committee to provide a report. 

 

RESOLVED  To receive and note with the above caveats. 
     

 

122. NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 
 

(a) To receive the Notice under Regulation 7 of the Neighbourhood planning 

Regulations 2012 ( as amended ). 

 

RESOLVED  To receive and note. 
 

 

(b) To receive the Notes from the Neighbourhood Plan Initial Workshop Meeting held 

9th September 2022. 
 

 
It was noted that a meeting is planned for Saturday 12th November 2022 at the 

Royal British Legion between 1-3:00pm for residents, led by Jan Stobart.  
 

RESOLVED  To receive and note. 
 

 

123.      LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL 
 

To receive a report regarding the proposed LHP request for a weight restriction on 

Chipping Hill bridge. 

 

 

RESOLVED  Due to time restraints, it was agreed that this item 

would be held in abeyance until the next meeting.  
 

 

124.       ESSEX MINERALS LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 
 
 

RESOLVED   Due to time restraints, it was agreed that the review be 

held in abeyance until the next meeting.                                           
                                                                  

 

125.       TEMPORARY FOOTPATH CLOSURE 
 

                      

RESOLVED  Due to time restraints, it was agreed that the review be 

held in abeyance until the next meeting.                                           
                                                                   

 

126.       A12 WIDENING 
 

RESOLVED  Due to time restraints, it was agreed that the review be 

held in abeyance until the next meeting. 
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127. PLANNING APPEALS 

 

The Town Clerk verbally updated members regarding the Rivenhall development as 

Braintree District Council had just confirmed that they would not be actively fighting 

the appeal. The Town Clerk informed members that Witham could explore the 

possibility of joining up with Rivenhall Parish Council and apply for Rule 6 status.  

Due to the lateness of the information being received, it was not possible to provide 

costs so quotes would be sought along with advice from a planning consultant. If the 

appeal is allowed, Officers must inform B.D.C. that the infrastructure should be 

improved in line with previous comments. 
 

RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk obtain quotes and advice from planning 

consultants with regards to applying for Rule 6 status at the Rivenhall 

Development Appeal and if feasible to do so.  If it is decided to proceed with 

Rule 6 status that Rivenhall Parish Council be approached about the possibility 

of joint working.  
 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7:30p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor J. Goodman 

Chairman 

 

CS/SS 19.10.2022 


