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MINUTES 
 

 PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 

Date:  Monday, 29th April 2024  
 

Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 

Present:  Councillors   P. Barlow  (Chairman) 
     J.C. Coleman (Vice Chairman) 

E. Adelaja 

  J.M. Coleman 

  L. Headley 

  T. Hewitt 

  J. Martin 

  R. Ramage 

  A. Sloma 

  E. Williams 

    

     G. Kennedy (Planning Officer) 

     S. Smith  (PA to the Council) 

  

And one member of the public. 
    

266. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

No apologies for absence were received.  

 

   RESOLVED  That the apologies be received and approved. 
 

267. MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and 

Transport Committee held 15th April 2024 be confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

268. INTERESTS 
 

Councillor T. Hewitt declared a non-pecuniary interest at Minute 272 - 24/00821/TPOCON, 

14 Guithavon Street, Witham, as he knew the applicant. 
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269. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

The member of the public present commented that they attended to observe the discussion on 

Minute 277 - Tackling speeding in Witham.      

  

270. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

The Planning Officer advised Members that she had received information that Braintree 

District Council would be considering application 24/00284/FUL – Appledale, 1 Eastways, 

Witham for Change of Use at its Planning Meeting on 7th May 2024.  This Committee had 

recommended approval.       
 
She explained that planning approval had now been received from Braintree District Council 

to install the defibrillator cabinet to the rear of the Town Hall. 

 

    RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted. 
 

271. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
 

24/00774/HH   16 Saxon Drive, Witham 
Proposed front porch extension and change of roof form to 

garage 

 

     NO OBJECTION 
 

272. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
 

24/00779/TPOCON  Walnut House, Collingwood Road, Witham 
Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation 

Area 

 

Members were advised that the Tree Warden had made a site 

visit and considered that to reduce the crown by 2.5m would 

be excessive.  He had suggested that 1.5m would be 

acceptable.  The Planning Officer therefore advised that 

Members should recommend refusal on the grounds that 

crown reduction of 2.5m was excessive but there would be no 

objection to a reduction of 1.5m. 

 

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds that 

crown reduction of 2.5m would be excessive but there 

would be no objection to a reduction of 1.5m; and 

subject to the advice of the District Council’s 

Landscape Officer. 
 

24/00721/FUL   65 Newland Street, Witham 
Demolition of 1970s office building and construction of 3 no. 

2 bedrooms 

 

Members were reminded that there was a precedent for back 

land development and the Town Council wished to support 

development on brown field sites in the town centre. 

 

 NO OBJECTION 
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24/00766/LBC   65 Newland Street, Witham 
Demolition of 1970s office building and construction of 3 no. 

2 bedrooms 

 

NO OBJECTION Subject to the Listed Buildings 

Officer being satisfied with the materials. 

  
24/00821/TPOCON  14 Guithavon Street, Witham 

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation 

Area 

 

The Planning Officer explained that the application was to 

either fell or trim back the conifers.  The Tree Warden had 

made a site visit and considered that there were no grounds 

for the trees to be felled and recommended that the conifers 

be cut back to allow headroom of the required height of 2.1m. 

 

RECOMMEND REFUSAL to allow felling of the 

trees but to offer no objection to the trees being cut 

back to allow headroom of the required height of 

2.1m; and subject to the advice of the District 

Council’s Landscape Officer. 
 

24/00791/HH   45 Ashby Road, Witham 
Proposed porch, single storey rear and first floor side 

extension 

 

The Planning Officer advised that there would be an imposing 

flank wall on the boundary and suggested therefore no 

objections subject to no representations being received from 

neighbours. 

 

NO OBJECTION Subject to no representations 

from neighbours.    

   
273. REVISED PLANS 
 

24/00045/FUL   The Grove Garage, Newland Street, Witham 
    Change of Use 

 

The Planning Officer reminded Members of their concerns 

regarding the impact of the car wash on the neighbouring 

property.  Additional noise attenuation fencing would now be 

added and there was a proposed 2m boundary treatment, 

although the details appeared not to be available.  The office 

and car wash sit on a smaller footprint than the current 

building. 

 

   NO OBJECTION Subject to the neighbour being  
   content with the proposals.   

  

274. DECISIONS 
 

The decisions on Planning Applications pertaining to Witham were received. 
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RESOLVED  That the decisions be received and 

noted. 
 

275. REVIEW OF ADOPTED LOCAL PLAN 
 

A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the review of its adopted 

Local Plan and a ‘call for sites’. 

 

Members commented that although they were not landowners who could offer any sites, it 

would still be worth the Town Council submitting a representation in response. Although 

members were aware that no housing growth was not a viable option, more consideration was 

needed by the District Council to ensure that there was either adequate existing infrastructure 

in proposed development areas, or that new infrastructure would be created to meet local needs. 

 

Members discussed suggestions for where to locate future housing including land by the de-

trunked A12 and the potential for a ‘Garden Community’ as an alternative was mooted. 

 

RESOLVED That the decisions be received and 

noted. 
 

RESOLVED  That the Planning Officer writes a 

report incorporating Members’ comments and points 

from the proposed Witham Neighbourhood Plan. 

       
276. STATUTORY CONSULTATION – NORWICH TO TILBURY – THE GREAT GRID 

UPGRADE 
 

Details of the statutory consultation which runs from 10th April to 18th June 2024 were received 

and Members noted the event to be held in the Public Hall on 14th May 2024. 
 

      RESOLVED That the details be received and noted.

  
277. TACKLING SPEEDING IN WITHAM 
 

Details of the procedure to install Speed Indicator Devices were received. 

 

     RESOLVED That the details be received and noted.

  
RESOLVED That the Planning Officer investigate 

potential locations for Speed Indicator Devices and 

bring their proposals back to a later meeting. 

  
278. 20’s PLENTY 
 

Details about the next meeting and newsletter were received. 

 

     RESOLVED That the details be received and noted. 
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There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7:26p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor P. Barlow 

Chairman 

 

GK/SS/30.4.2024 


