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MINUTES 

 

 PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 

Date:  Monday, 5th December 2022  
 

Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 

Present: Councillors    J. Goodman  (Chairman) 
     A. Kilmartin (Vice Chairman) 
    K. Atwill 

    P. Barlow 

    P. Heath 

    S. Hicks  Arrived 6:43pm 

    C. Lager 

    M. Lager     

    T. Pleasance 

 

    G. Kennedy (Planning Officer) 

    S. Smith  (P.A to the council) 

    C. Strachan (Assistant RFO) 

 

And one member of the public 

 
    

174. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Cllr Jay. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the apologies be received and approved. 
 

175. MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and 

Transport Committee held 21st November 2022 be confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

176. INTERESTS 
 

Cllr Heath declared a non-pecuniary interest at item 180, in regards to application 

22/03135/FUL, as his brother worked at Witham Fire Station. 
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177. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

The member of the public present wished to make no comment.    

  

178. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

The Planning Officer reported that she had contacted Neil Jones regarding a site visit at the 

land at the Jack and Jenny, but had not yet had a response. 

 

She informed Members that she had attended a meeting that morning with Rivenhall and 

Kelvedon parish councils to discuss what would happen to the old A12.  Members had been 

invited to a Teams meeting on Friday, 9th December 2022 regarding the de-trunking of the A12, 

and they were encouraged to attend. 
 

In addition to this, they had been informed that the application for two new warehouses at the 

land north of Colchester Rd would be taken to a Braintree District Planning meeting, but she 

did not feel that there was any need to attend as a recommendation had been made to approve.  

 

She also informed Members that the Planning Appeal for the phase 4 Rivenhall Park 

development would commence on Tuesday, 6th December 2022 and Cllr M. Lager would be 

representing the Town Council.  
   

179. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
 

22/03158/HH   4 Porter Way, Witham 
    Single storey rear extension 

 

     NO OBJECTION 
 

180. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
 

22/03135/FUL   Witham Fire Station, Witham 
    Erection of steel framed training rig and 1.2m gates 

           

    Cllr Hicks arrived at the meeting   

           

    Cllr Heath had declared a non-pecuniary interest. 

           

     NO OBJECTION    

     
22/03156/FUL    Land, Blackwater Lane, Witham 

Ecological mitigation area (linked to the A12 widening 

scheme) including the creation of 4 ponds and 257m of 

ditches and associated landscaping 

 

Members commented that they wished to keep an open 

dialogue with National Highways.  

 

NO OBJECTION Subject to access to Whetmead 

being retained and mud etc removed from the 

underpass and access route.   
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22/03121/VAR   Land adjacent to Lodge Farm, Hatfield Road Witham 

Variation of Condition 2 (Approved Plans) of approved 

application 18/01325/FUL granted 18.10.18 for: 

Infrastructure application for the provision of primary road 

network with associated footpaths, cycleways, necessary 

drainage infrastructure and emergency access for school and 

school drop off zone within Phase 2 of the Lodge Farm 

development Variation would allow for: amendment to Phase 

2 infrastructure to demonstrate agreed new highway layout, - 

Regularisation of implemented landscaping scheme. 

 

Members discussed the issues regarding congestion that 

would be caused with parking and dangers crossing roads if 

no parking provision was made outside the school.  Members 

considered that whilst they understood the County Council’s 

decision not to encourage parking/drop off outside schools 

there would always be a parent that needed to use a car to get 

their children to different schools or on their way to work and 

mitigating measures were therefore needed.   

 

RECOMMEND REFUSAL On the grounds that a  

lack of school drop off zone would result in increased 

congestion and risk to pedestrians. 
 

RESOLVED  That further mitigating measures, such 

as an in-school drop off points, need to be considered.

     
22/03186/FUL   Olivers Farm, Maldon Road, Witham 

Extension of existing external storage area  

 

Members commented that there was a limited amount of 

information regarding the application, which made it difficult 

to make an informed decision. They agreed a more detailed 

plan with clarification on the proposed idea would be required 

before they could comment.    

       

 RECOMMEND REFUSAL On the grounds of lack 

 of information.     

   
181. REVISED PLANS 
 

There were no revised plans to consider. 
 

182. DECISIONS 
 

The decisions on Planning Applications pertaining to Witham were received. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the decisions be received and noted. 
 
 
 
 
 



Planning and Transport Committee – 5th December 2022 
 

4 

 

 

183. 20’s PLENTY 
 

Members were informed that the information requested from the webinar had still to be 

received.          

RESOLVED  That this item be brought back to committee when more 

information had been received.    
 

184. APPEAL – 20/02060/OUT – PHASE 4 LAND NORTH EAST OF RECTORY LANE, 

RIVENHALL 
 

Members were informed that the Planning Appeal for the Phase 4 Rivenhall Park development 

would commence on Tuesday, 6th December 2022 and that they could receive a copy of Cllr 

M. Lager’s report through the office.  

   

Councillor Barlow informed Members that he had also submitted a report to the Planning 

Inspectorate detailing the potential effects of the development on the North Ward of Witham.

     

    RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted. 
 

185. BUDGET 
 

Members were asked to consider requesting a budget for the Planning and Transport 

Committee for 2023 – 2024.   

 

The Planning Officer asked Members to consider whether they would like to consider an 

additional budget line for Vehicle Activated Signs, but they considered this to be unnecessary 

at this time until further information regarding costs was available.   

       
   RESOLVED  That the budget be approved and taken to the Estimates 

   Sub-Committee. 
 

186. ART WORK – LABURNUM WAY 
 

Members received information with regards to the art work in Laburnum Way which would be 

saved when the area was developed.       

  

   RESOLVED  That the information be received and welcomed. 
            

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7:28p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor J. Goodman 

Chairman 

 

GK/SS/7.12.2022 


