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New Look

We are thrilled to announce that our Council
newsletter has undergone a complete Witham Street
transformation, with a brand new format! This Entertainment Festival
has been designed to make it easier to access Programme

important information about your local

community, upcoming events and news from the
council.
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We would love to hear your thoughts on the new
format, so please do not hesitate to contact us
with your feedback. You can reach us at
admin@witham.gov.uk or by calling

01376 520627.

New Councillor for South Ward -Councillor
Tom Hewitt

I moved to Witham in 1977 to work at Bridge Hospital as a
Nursing Assistant, Staff Nurse, and the Charge Nurse for
in-service training, before transferring to Anglia Ruskin
University as a Senior Lecturer (Learning Disabilities). |
have previously been a Town Councillor, and served as
Witham’s “Millenium Mayor”.

I am proud of the Council’s co-operation with the Town’s
many excellent voluntary organisations and will involve
myself fully in such work.
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MANAGED OPEN SPACES

Below are the open spaces which are exclusively managed and maintained by Witham Town
Council.

The River Walk

Witham’s River Walk was conceived as a way of bringing a touch of the countryside through the
middle of the town as it began its expansion in the early 1970’s. It meanders for about 3.3km
along the River Brain, and covers an area of 36 hectares, from Ebenezer Close in the north, to
the Whetmead Nature Reserve in the south-east. The River Walk is managed to encourage
wildlife, and as such some areas are left untended. As you walk through, you may be lucky
enough to glimpse heron, kingfishers, muntjac deer and even otters.

Whetmead Nature Reserve

Whetmead is an area of meadow, woodland and open water. The site is rich in wildlife and
covers around 10 hectares. The site was passed into the care of Witham Town Council in 2005,
and is today home to many species of plants and animals. The rivers Blackwater and Brain
merge on the reserve, and a path follows both river banks. You may be lucky enough to glimpse
a basking lizard on a sunny day, or a water vole on the riverbank.

James Cooke Woods

The woodland was planted with British trees local to the area by Witham Town Council. The
main tree species are: Wild Cherry, Oak, Silver Birch, Alder and Ash. Further areas are planted
with smaller, shrubby species such as Hazel, Field Maple, Guelder Rose and Spindle. This
variety of trees provide the maximum benefit for wildlife. The woodland is surrounded by
hedgerows that originally acted as the boundary to the former arable field. The hedges are
especially important for threatened farmland birds, such as the yellowhammer, providing
them with a food source and a place to nest.

The Closed Churchyard

On 20th March 1991, the All Saint’s Churchyard was closed. In accordance with the Local
Authority Act the Town Council, in conjunction originally with the PCC of St Nicolas Church,
took over responsibility for its management.

The Church was dedicated in 1842 as a Church of Easement, and was made redundant in 1969.
It was later sold to the Roman Catholic Church to become, after extensive renovation, the Holy
Family and All Saint’s Church in 1989
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WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL EVENTS

Boasting picturesque outdoor spaces and a central high street, Witham is the ideal
spot for a variety of events. Alongside some fantastic independent arrangements,
Witham Town Council hosts a range of community focused events for residents and
visitors alike. From long-standing family events such as the Puppet Festival (now the
Witham Street Entertainment Festival) to the revamped Christmas Fayre and brand
new Hallowe'en Spooktacular, you are sure to find an event for all ages. Always
looking to engage the community and offer variety and entertainment for all, Witham
Town Council is committed to providing enjoyable events for all ages.

Easter
;- This year's Easter Event took place on Witham's River
= Walk on Saturday 8th April. So children could follow
the Easter Bunny's trail along the River Walk and claim

an Easter treat at the end.

It was a beautiful sunny day and the event was
enjoyed by everyone.

Witham Music Festival
On May 6th 2023 Witham Town Council held a Musical
Festival on the River Walk in Celebration of King Charles |
and Queen Camilla’s Coronation. This event included live
music, food and drink stalls, rides, and entertainment for
all the family. :

Witham Street Entertainment Festival
Witham Street Entertainment Festival returns on
Saturday 16th September 2023, and will feature the

Be
5
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™ - Jé Keep an eye on our website and social media for
‘ 3'7“?&‘\;\@\ further details.

Hallowe'en in Witham
This year's Hallowe'en event will take place on Saturday
28th October. More details will be released nearer the
time. Last year involved a 'Wizard of Witham' trail along
the River Walk, with lots of fun characters to meet along
the way.
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:\& Remembrance Sunday Parade
: The Remembrance Sunday Service takes place this
= year on Sunday 12th November.

> As usual, the parade will start at 2.15pm from The

v BB 0 - Avenue, progressing up towards the junction with
Collingwood Road where it turns left and continues
down Collingwood Road to the junction with
Newland Street. There, the procession will turn left
and finish at 3pm at the Memorial Gardens where a
short service will take place. Local Road Closures
will be in force.

Christmas in Witham
Witham Christmas Fayre returns on Saturday 2nd
December. This event sees Newland Street filled

o)

with stalls, music and performers. You can also visit.‘f % o g ; -
Santa in his Grotto, and browse the 'Crafters B 3 !
Corner' at the United Reformed Church. S ~ ’%\,

PREVIOUS EVENTS....

Queen's Platinum Jubilee

with food, drink and entertainment for all the
family, culminating in a lighting of a beacon and
finishing at 10pm. The weather was sunny and the
event was well supported.

Witham Dog Show

Witham Dog Show was back in 2022, and a fabulous
time was had by all at our second Dog Show. The
crowds enjoyed the opportunity to try some flyball
and our agility course, the shopping, the food and
drink stalls and of course the show arena with our fun
competitions. "
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SUNDAY CINEMA /7>

Join us for just £1 at Witham's Sunday Cinema for an incredible movie
experience! This takes place at the Witham Royal British Legion and
doors open at 2pm.

Bring your friends, family and fellow film enthusiasts for an afternoon
filled with laughter, emotion and memorable moments. The next
showing will be of 'Roman Holiday' on Sunday 8th October.

This is held at the Witham Rugby Club and gives
11- 17 year olds a space to come and hang with
" their friends, take part in sports, crafts, games
and much more. Each session costs £1 and you
can find further details on their website:
https://withamhangout.co.uk/

The LGBTQ+ Youth Group is for members and friends of the
community between the ages of 13-19. This takes place on
Mondays between 5-7pm. To join, or for further details,
contact Anastasia on

07788 301600.

The Explorer Scouts is for those aged between
14-18 and takes place on Mondays between
8-9:30pm.

Contact Simon on 07979 226707 for further
details.

The Platinum Majorettes Group is based at Parkside Youth
Centre and meets on Thursdays & Fridays between 6.30-
8.30pm. Contact Caroline on 07966 376245 for more details

For any questions regarding local groups you can also contact
the Information Centre on 01376 520627 (op 1)

Vol. 86 September, 2023 Page 8



UPCOMING EVENTS
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This year's
Hallowe'en event
9 will take place on
Saturday 28th |
WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL WELCOMES YOL N
TO FOLLOW CURIOUS CAT FOOTPRINTS October. More
ALONG THE RIVER WALK! . .
% details will be
- SATURDAY 28TH OCTOBER
NS DAL d8Wh.0 released nearer
\ FIND OUT MORE INFORMATION AND BOOK YOUR FREE the tlme
TICKETS ON:
WWW.WITHAM.GOV.UK =

DECEMBER
S 3PM-7PM %

WITHAM

%Wm

Witham Christmas

Fayre returns on
Saturday 2nd
December. Follow us
on social media for
more details nearer
the time.

REARGRIE

NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM
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