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MINUTES 
 

 PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 

Date:  Monday, 6th March 2023  
 

Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 

Present: Councillors    J. Goodman  (Chairman) 
     A. Kilmartin (Vice Chairman) 
    K. Atwill 

    P. Barlow 

    P. Heath 

    S. Hicks  (arrived 6.42 p.m.)  

    M. Lager     

    T. Pleasance 

 

    G. Kennedy (Planning Officer) 

    S. Smith  (PA to the Council) 

    C. Strachen (Assistant RFO) 

 

    

249. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor C. Lager and from Councillor Hicks who 

would be late. 

 

Councillor Jay was absent. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the apologies be received and approved. 
 

250. MINUTES 
 

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and 

Transport Committee held 21st February 2023 be confirmed as a true 

record and signed by the Chairman. 
 

251. INTERESTS 
 

No interests were declared at this time but at Minute 258 – Planning Appeal – Gershwin Park, 

Councillor Barlow declared a non-pecuniary interest as had had worked for the appellant; and 



Planning and Transport Committee -  6.3.2023 

2 

 

at Minute 259 – Planning Appeal – Howbridge Hall, Councillor Hicks declared a non-

pecuniary interest as the appellant was a neighbour. 

 

 

252. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
 

There was no member of the press or public present. 

 

253. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
 

It was explained that the application for the change of use to an ecological mitigation area for 

land south of Howbridge Hall Road would be going to the District Council’s Planning 

Committee on 7th March 2023.   
 

The next Local Highways Panel Meeting would be on 23rd March 2023.  This would be at 2 

p.m. in Causeway House. 
 

Information had been received about a temporary road closure for the May Day 10 Mile Road 

Race on Monday, 1st May 2023 from 10.15 to 10.45 a.m. between Blunts Hall Road and 

Dancing Dicks Lane.  Members were asked if they had any representations they wished to 

make. 
 

   RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted. 
  

254. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
 

There were no Part 1 Applications. 

 

255. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
 

23/00341/FUL   3 Freebournes Road, Witham 
    Widened entrance 

 

     NO OBJECTION 
 

23/00364/HH   58 Powers Hall End, Witham   
Erection of detached outbuilding to be used as home office.  

Demolition and replacement of existing garage/stable 

building.  Alterations to existing basement in main dwelling, 

including lowering floor, underpinning walls and installing a 

drained cavity membrane system 

 

 NO OBJECTION 
 

23/00303/LBC   58 Powers Hall End, Witham 
Erection of detached outbuilding to be used as home office.  

Demolition and replacement of existing garage/stable 

building.  Alterations to existing basement in main dwelling, 

including lowering floor, underpinning walls and installing a 

drained cavity membrane system 

 

Members were informed that the Listed Buildings Advisor 

might suggest that the demolition of the garage was 

unnecessary and the building could be renovated instead. 
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NO OBJECTION  subject to the Listed Buildings 

Advisor being satisfied that the building is beyond 

repair. 
 

 

256. REVISED PLANS 
 

22/03186/FUL  Olivers Farn, Maldon Road, Witham 
   Extension of existing external storage area 

 

Members were reminded that his application was originally discussed 

on 5th December 2022 when it was recommended for refusal on the 

grounds of lack of information. 
 

  NO OBJECTION 
 

257. DECISIONS 
 

The decisions on Planning Applications pertaining to Witham were received. 

 

    RESOLVED  That the decisions be received and noted. 
 

258. PLANNING APPEAL – 21/03618/FUL – GERSHWIN PARK 
 

Councillor Barlow declared a non-pecuniary interest as he had worked previously for 

Barchester Healthcare.   

 

Details of an appeal against the District Council’s decision to refuse the above planning consent 

was received.  Members were asked whether a letter in support of the appellant should be sent 

to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 

RESOLVED That that a letter in support be sent to the Planning 

Inspectorate explaining that on two occasions at the consultation 

stage, the Town Council had offered no objections to the development. 
 

Councillor Hicks arrived at the Meeting. 

 

259. PLANNING APPEAL – 22/01301/LBC – HOWBRIDGE HALL 
 

Councillor Hicks declared a non-pecuniary interest as the appellant was a neighbour. 

 

Details of an appeal against the District Council’s decision to refuse the above planning consent 

was received.  Members were asked whether a letter in support of the appellant should be sent 

to the Planning Inspectorate. 

 

RESOLVED  That a letter in support of the appellant be sent to the 

Planning Inspectorate. 
 

260. HGV ROUTING 
 

Members were informed that a Teams meeting had been held last week with Essex County 

Councillor Lee Scott, Cabinet Member for Highways Maintenance and Sustainable Transport, 

to discuss HGV routing.  It was agreed that details of the preferred HGV route from Braintree 

along either The Avenue or Collingwood Road, turning left onto the B1389 to join the A12 at 

Junction 22 would be sent to him so that the Sat Nav companies could be made aware of the 
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route.  In addition he asked that a Local Highways Panel request should be made via the Essex 

County Councillors regarding the agreed route. 

 

Essex County Councillor Louis, Witham Southern, had responded to the LHP request and 

asked that in view of the HGV restriction in Bridge Street, the amenity weight restrictions over 

Saul’s Bridge and the requested restriction for Chipping Hill Bridge, Members would need to 

consider where HGVs could be routed when they enter the town from other directions such as 

Faulkbourne.   

 

Members agreed that a map should be circulated so that Members could decide appropriate 

routing for HGVs around the town along with details of the LHP request. 

 

RESOLVED  That Members be provided with a map of the town 

along with the Local Highways Panel request, so that appropriate 

routes around the town could be agreed. 
 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.04 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor J. Goodman 

Chairman 

 

GK/8.3.2023 


