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MINUTES 
 

 PLANNING AND TRANSPORT COMMITTEE 
 

Date:  Monday, 24th October 2022  
 

Place:  Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2FE 
 

Present: Councillors    J. Goodman  (Chairman) 
     A. Kilmartin (Vice Chairman) 
    P. Heath 

    S. Hicks  (arrived at 6.35p.m.)   

    C. Lager 

    M. Lager     

         

    G. Kennedy (Planning Officer) 

    S. Smith  (PA to the Council) 

  

And two members of the public. 
    

128. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Barlow, Atwill, Pleasance and Jay. 

 

   RESOLVED  That the apologies be received and approved. 
 

129. MINUTES 
 

The Chairman pointed out that at Minute 114 – Interests, he had declared an interest but the 

application number 22/02329/TPOCON had not been included. 

 

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning and 

Transport Committee held 10th October 2022 to include details of the 

application as above, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the 

Chairman. 
 

130. INTERESTS 
 

All Members declared a non-pecuniary interest in relation to Minute 137 – LHP Requests, as 

they all frequently use Chipping Hill bridge. Later in the Meeting Councillor Hicks declared a 

non-pecuniary interest at Minute 134 – Part 2 Planning Applications, in regards to application 

22/02610/HH, as he knew the property owner.  
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Councillor Hicks arrived at the Meeting.       

   

131. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC    
            

 Mr Green of Maltings Lane commented on the HGV routing throughout the town. He proposed 

 signage to deter the HGVs leaving the A12 at exit 21 and redirect HGVs to the next exit to 

avoid the town centre.         

        
Members thanked Mr Green for his comments.      

   
132. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT       

            

 The Planning Officer explained that matters arising would be dealt with as part of specific 

agenda items.    
         

133. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
 

There were no Part 1 applications. 

 

134. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
 

22/02593/ADV   Lidl UK, Ryland Drive, Witham 
    Retention of freestanding internally illuminated flagpole sign 

 

Members considered that this sign should have been 

positioned further back from the road in a more discreet 

position.       

   

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of the   

sign having a detrimental effect on the street scene, 
especially as it is adjacent to a conservation area.

      

  

22/02637/FUL   Morrisons Supermarket, Braintree Road, Witham 
Erection of car valeting facility    

        

 Members were divided on this application, but on balance it

 was agreed.      

        

  NO OBJECTION    

   
22/02660/FUL   78, Newland Street, Witham 

Replacement of cold storage with associated upgrades to 

operation areas.  Relocation of external air conditioning plant. 

 

     NO OBJECTION    

   
22/02661/LBC   78, Newland Street, Witham 

Replacement of cold storage with associated upgrades to 

operation areas.  Relocation of external air conditioning plant. 

           

     NO OBJECTION subject to the advice of the Listed 
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     Buildings Officer.    

   
22/02610/HH   2 Blunts Hall Farm Cottages, Blunts Hall Road, Witham 
    First floor rear extension    

           

    Councillor Hicks declared a non-pecuniary interest, as he

    knew the property owner.    

           

     NO OBJECTION 
 

135. REVISED PLANS 
 

There were no revised plans. 
 

136. DECISIONS 
 

The decisions on Planning Applications pertaining to Witham were received.  

            

     RESOLVED  That the decisions be received and noted. 

    
137. LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL REQUESTS 

All Members had declared non-pecuniary interests.  

The report regarding a proposed LHP request for a weight restriction on Chipping Hill bridge 

was received. It was agreed that the proposed weight restriction should be resubmitted. 

           

    RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted and 

    and that the request for a weight restriction be resubmitted to  
    the LHP. 

 
138. ESSEX MINERALS LOCAL PLAN REVIEW 

The information from Essex County Council regarding additional call for sites was received.

           

    RESOLVED That the information be received and noted.

  
139. TEMPORARY FOOTPATH CLOSURE 

 

Details of a temporary footpath closure of Footpath 121 were received. The Planning Officer 

informed Members of correspondence received regarding this footpath and the newly laid one 

across the greensward behind Elderberry Gardens.     

       

RESOLVED That the information be received and that a 

Member and Officer should visit the site to assess the 

situation.  
     

140. A12 WIDENING 

 

Members agreed that the A12 widening meeting on 4th October 2022 had demonstrated that 

the existing open dialogue and ability for active engagement between the Highways Agency 

and the Town Council remains positive and ongoing. 
  
Members discussed the implications to the A12 widening project, these included: 

 Change to the traffic flow during the works 
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 Opportunity for better connectivity to B1019 to Maldon 

 Noise and safety, to include fencing and bunds 

 The impact on Whetmead and the replacement of land 

 The impact on local utilities 

 Designated funding 

 

RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted. 
 

141. PLANNING APPEALS        
            

 Members were informed that the Rivenhall Park phase 4 inquiry would be on 6th December 

2022, and that we would be contacted in due course, regarding venue. 
 

Members were disappointed that the District Council would not be engaging an advocate to 

defend Members’ decision which was against Officer’s advice.    

         

RESOLVED That a response be made to the District  

Council expressing Members’ opinion that an advocate 

should be engaged to defend Members’ decision to refuse 

the application. 
     

142. CORRESPONDENCE REGARDING PLANNING APPLICATION 22/02283/FUL 

 

RESOLVED   Due to time restraints, it was agreed that the review be 

held in abeyance until the next meeting.                                           
                                                                  

143. COPY OF PUBLIC NOTICE 

 

RESOLVED   Due to time restraints, it was agreed that the review be 

held in abeyance until the next meeting.                                           
 

144. NEIGBOURHOOD PLAN INTERACTIVE WORKSHOP 

 

Members were informed that an initial Neighbourhood Plan workshop would be taking place 

on Saturday 12th November between 1-3pm at the Royal British Legion Hall, Witham. This 

would be open to all members of the public, and the office was distributing this information 

in as many forms as possible. 
    RESOLVED That the information be received and noted. 
 

 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7:30p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Councillor J. Goodman 

Chairman 

 

GK/SS/03.11.2022 


