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 As the end of England’s second national 
lockdown draws to a close,  many of us are 
starting to think about how we will manage 
to see all of our friends and family over the 
festive period, and what effect the 
Government guidelines will have on our 
plans. However, for some,  the question is not 
who they will spend Christmas with, but how 
they will cope on their own.  
  Usually December would see a number of 
gatherings where isolated members of the 
community could come together and 
socialise, with Home Alone on Christmas Day 
providing a Christmas Day meal for those 
who might have no one else to share it with. 
However this Christmas will look very 
different, with social distancing restrictions 
meaning these gatherings cannot take place. 
And as many isolated members of society are 
also placed in the vulnerable category for 
COVID-19, the need to stay distanced from 
others is vital.  
Witham Town Council has partnered with 
Home Alone on Christmas Day to ensure that 
those who have to be on their own at 
Christmas will still feel some festive cheer. 
Hot lunches will be prepared and delivered to 
individuals on Christmas Day, including a 
delicious traditional roast dinner with a 
serving of Christmas pudding. This will be 
prepared and delivered by a small group of 
volunteers following strict guidelines to 
ensure a safe and Covid-friendly service.  This 
service wouldn’t be possible without 
sponsorship from local organisations in and 
around Witham.  
  Meals can only be prepared for those who 
reach out, so if you feel you would benefit 

from this scheme, or know of a friend, family 
member or neighbour who might be on their 
own this Christmas, please contact Susan on 
07395 150669 and leave a message with your 
contact details and any dietary requirements 
you may have. Alternatively you can send an 
email to xmas@445.org.uk. 
  Organisations such as Home Alone on 
Christmas Day rely heavily on the help of 
volunteers, and wouldn’t be able to provide 
the service they do without them. If you have 
your own vehicle and are able to help by 
delivering some hot meals on Christmas Day, 
please get in touch.  
Witham Town Council have also launched ’A 
New Friend for Christmas’ and ’Christmas 
Boxes’, which aim to collect cards and gift 
boxes for those who are socially isolated. 
More information can be found on page 6, 
but if you know of anyone who would benefit 
from these schemes or if you feel you are 
socially isolated, please contact 
events@witham.gov.uk or call 01376 520627.   
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Witham’s Voice 

Have you seen our brand new Christmas lights?Have you seen our brand new Christmas lights?Have you seen our brand new Christmas lights?   

We may not have been able to deliver the Christmas event we had hoped to, but we We may not have been able to deliver the Christmas event we had hoped to, but we We may not have been able to deliver the Christmas event we had hoped to, but we 

have managed to install a new set of festive lights on Newland Street for 2020! have managed to install a new set of festive lights on Newland Street for 2020! have managed to install a new set of festive lights on Newland Street for 2020!    

Visit Newland Street between 1st December and 4th January to check them out!Visit Newland Street between 1st December and 4th January to check them out!Visit Newland Street between 1st December and 4th January to check them out!   

Town Council launches dog bin sponsorship scheme 
 

Witham Town Council has launched a new fun dog bin sponsorship scheme for the town.   
 
Having recently replaced most of the dog waste bins along the River Walk, the Council is now providing a sponsorship scheme 

in which those taking part can have a large vinyl photo sticker of their dog placed 
on their selected sponsored bin. In addition to the River Walk, bins can also be 
sponsored in James Cooke Wood and Whetmead Local Nature Reserve. 
 
The scheme provides a unique opportunity for the sponsor to see a large photo of 
their beloved dog on one of Witham Town Council’s dog bins during their daily 
walk, while also including an advertising reminder for dog owners of their 
responsibility to clear up after their dogs.  Sponsorship is provided at a fixed cost 
of £50 for one year. £15 of this fee will go to a selected dog charity of the 
sponsor’s choice. 
 
Witham Town Council recognises the importance of keeping the town clean and 
this sponsorship scheme can help towards this. In addition to the recent 
installation of new dog waste bins, the Council also provides free dog waste bags 
at the Town Hall Information Centre which owners are welcome to collect during 
opening hours. 
 
Further information and a leaflet about the sponsorship scheme can be obtained 
from Witham Town Hall. Those interested can pop in to discuss or call the office 
on 01376 520627. 

Commemorative Bench Scheme 

Witham Town Council’s Commemorative Bench Scheme was launched during the 

summer for those wishing to have a bench in memory of a loved one.  Great interest 

has been received about the scheme and the first bench has now been installed by 

the Council’s Operations Team. 

Witham Town Council is responsible for the River Walk, James Cooke Wood and 

Whetmead Nature Reserve and one of these locations can be chosen to place a 

commemorative bench.  Two different benches are available to purchase; a Georgian 

style cast iron seat with an engraved plaque (as pictured) at £1,100 or a traditional 

wooden bench with an inscription engraved into the back rail of the seat for £600.  

Further information and a leaflet about the scheme can be obtained from Witham 

Town Hall Information Centre. 
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Community News 
Witham Town Council Staff Receive J9 Training 

J9 Domestic Abuse Initiative 

The J9 Domestic Abuse Initiative is named in memory of Janine Mundy, who was killed 

by her estranged husband while he was on Police bail. The initiative was started by 

her family and the local police in Camborne, Cornwall, where she lived and aims to 

raise awareness of domestic abuse and assist victims to seek the help they so 

desperately need. 

 

J9 training sessions are intended to raise awareness and increase knowledge and understanding of domestic abuse for staff 

in public and voluntary sector organisations.  In the course of their work, these staff may come into contact with someone 

they suspect is a victim of domestic abuse, or a client may reveal that they are suffering abuse.  The training aims to ensure 

that staff are equipped to respond appropriately and effectively.  

 

All of the members of staff at Witham Town Council have now completed their J9 training, ensuring they are equipped to 

respond appropriately and effectively to any member of the public seeking help for domestic abuse. The J9 logo (above) is 

now proudly displayed in our Information Centre window, signaling that we are a safe space for anyone suffering with 

domestic abuse, and that our staff have the resources to put you in touch with organisations that can help.  

 

J9 training is available for free to businesses and organisations that would benefit from learning how to recognise and assist 

victims of domestic abuse. If you would like more information about J9 training, please email Jo Majauskis at 

j9community@outlook.com 

 

Guest Traders are here!  

Two local businesses have taken up temporary residence in our Information Centre.  

The Soy Wax Candle Company 

100% natural hand-poured and vegan friendly candles in a variety of scents. Gift boxes 

are also available to purchase.  

Messy Mama Maldon 

Handmade resin gifts, jewellery and decorations.  

These fantastic ‘handmade-at-home’ products will be available to purchase in the 

Information Centre up until Christmas, making them ideal presents for your friends and 

family! They can also be added to hampers via our Made to Order service (see page 7) 

If you have a local handmade business and would like to enquire about shelf space, 

please contact our Information Centre on 01376 502674 or email 

infocentre@witham.gov.uk 



PAGE 4                WINTER 2020 

Witham’s Voice 
A Christmas Message 

From the Mayor of Witham 
 

Last year when I wrote my Christmas message I never dreamt that I would 
be writing this year's as well and under such very different circumstances. 
I'm the first Witham Town Mayor to have had that honour for 2 
consecutive years and as I wasn't able to have the last social events in 
2019/20 I really hope I'll be able to hold them in the New Year. This would 
enable me to have a Civic Service and procession which will hopefully mark 
the return to normal town life. 
        
2020 has been a very difficult year for everyone, both young and old, and 
as we are hopefully coming to the end of our second lockdown I encourage 
everyone to take the government guidance seriously. Please, please, follow 
the rules and let's hope that this will mean we can have a Christmas 
celebration, although it will be much diminished.   
 
I am hearing of many acts of help and kindness which is wonderful and I 
hope to make public recognition of all these when I can. Food parcels are 
being delivered to make sure no one goes hungry and there are people and 
organisations giving freely of their time to make regular contact with lonely 

and isolated people. All your Town Councillors are available to contact if you need help and you can get in touch 
with us as listed on the back page.  
 
The Town Hall staff has been working exceptionally hard  to keep everything running and I thank them very much 
for their dedication and enthusiasm. 
 
In closing I wish you all as Happy a Christmas as possible and a much, much better 2021! 
 
Clare the Mayor 

Our doors may be closed, but we are still here to help… 

Unfortunately we have had to close our doors during the lockdown to protect both the public and our staff. 

However, our staff are still working hard and are monitoring phones, emails and post as usual, so please get in touch 

if you have any issues to report or if you are in need of any assistance. 

Our Information Centre is still offering limited services, such as a ’Made to Order’ hamper service. Hampers and gifts 

can be ordered and paid for over the phone and collected at an agreed time. Orders can be made Monday, 

Wednesday and Fridays mornings by calling 01376 502674. Please get in touch for our full range of gifts.   

You can also still contact your local councillor as usual about any local issue you may have.  You can find out which 

ward you are in on our website www.witham.gov.uk along with all contact details, which can also be found on the 

back page of Witham’s Voice.  
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Council Updates 

A Message from the new Community Committee Chair 

 

When I was elected as a Witham Town Councillor, my main aim was to be able to help people within our 
Community. I have always felt that community was the heart of any town, without it, it just becomes a place to 
live. Being asked to become Chairman of the Community Council is my opportunity to put my beliefs into 
practice. My aim is to ensure that we can all live in a beautiful, peaceful 
environment in the historic Town of Witham. The new business plans for the 
Community Committee encompass everything from expanding the reach of our 
CCTV system, recruiting more Community Special Police, community safety to 
allotment management. Part of the Community Committee is the Youth Group, 
tasked at looking at ways in which to help the youth within the town. The Social 
Isolation Group has been working on ways to keep people in touch, especially at 
this difficult time. They are supporting the delivery of a hot meal on Christmas day, 
by supporting the ‘Home Alone on Christmas’  organisation, to those who are home 
alone. I would like to encourage anyone who has questions or ideas to improve our 
community to please get in touch with us.  

 

Susan Ager 

A Message from the new Deputy Mayor 

 

In my fifth year as a Witham Town Councillor, the resignation of Cllr Ramage brought many changed council 
circumstances.  

 

Already chairman of Braintree District Council, I still felt Witham should maintain 
tradition and have a stand-in Deputy Mayor so I volunteered to be it until next May. 
My fellow councillors agreed and voted me in so here I am temporarily and happily 
available to assist Councillor Clare Lager, the councillors and the officers.  

Councillors receive no pay or stipends, it's a purely voluntary service and you do four 
years at a time. You have to love doing it and of course, you get to meet many 
citizens, groups and charities over time. Witham Town Council is a very transparent 
council which the public can view on our own Web page. This is a happy section of 
my life and I look forward to the rest of my time in the council and being Deputy 
Mayor until May.  

 

Angela Kilmartin  
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 Christmas Boxes 

 Donate a Christmas Box full of treats for a socially isolated member of the community this festive season. 

Small wrapped boxes should be openable and filled with items from the following list : 

Chocolates, sweets, soap, hand cream, tea, coffee, biscuits, gloves, warm socks, pen, notecards, puzzle book, small 

ornament, jams, chutney, preserves, magazine, small bottle of wine, small gift eg. keyring or magnet.  

Boxes can be handed in to the Town Hall Information Centre on Newland Street once we re-open in 

December.  We will also happily accept single items from the list that will go in to another box. Please 

ensure all items are non perishable and are within date until at least the end of December.  If you have any 

questions then please contact our events coordinator at events@witham.gov.uk or call 01376 520627. 

Donations must be handed in by 

Friday 18th December 



PAGE 7                WINTER 2020 

Churches Together in Witham 

Wish you all a very happy and blessed Christmas, and a healthy and happy New Year 2021. 

Due to the uncertainties of regulations applying to church services in the months ahead, the 

churches are unable to plan forward with any certainty. We would therefore ask those who wish 

to attend a Christmas service to check on the website of the relevant church in early December, 

where details of services and the booking of places for them will be displayed.  

 

The websites are: 

 

Baptist Church                      www.withambaptist.org.uk 

Bethel Christian Fellowship    www.bethel-witham.co.uk 

Guithavon Valley Evangelical Church  www.valleychurch.co.uk 

Rickstones Evangelical Church   www.rickstoneschurch.com 

St Nicolas Church (C of E)    www.withamparishchurch.org,uk 

United Reformed Church    www.withamurc.org.uk 

The Holy Family & All Saints Church  www.withamcatholicchurch.org.uk 

Methodist Church (Facebook)   www.facebook.com/WithamMethodistChurch 

Christmas In Witham 

 Made to Order Hamper Service 
 

Pop in to the Information Centre and choose from a selection 

of ready made hampers or pick your own items for a bespoke 

option. 

Choose from a selection of Wilkin & Sons products, sweet and 

savoury treats and an array of gifts.  These will then be hand 

wrapped ready for collection. 

 

During lockdown, bookings and payments can be taken over 

the phone on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings.  

A full range of items can be found on our Facebook page or by 

contacting the Information Centre. 

To order your hamper, please call 01376 502674 



It’s your council... 

 

TOWN HALL 
Tel: 01376 520627  

townclerk@witham.gov.uk 

 

INFORMATION CENTRE 
Tel: 01376 502674  

infocentre@witham.gov.uk 
 

YOUR COUNCILLORS 
 

CENTRAL WARD 
Michael Lager:  45 Chipping Hill  CM8 2JT. 
 Tel: 01376 513747 

Robert Williams:25 Guithavon Valley CM8 
 1HF Tel: 01376 510845 

 

WEST WARD 

Susan Ager: 15 Chelmer Road CM8 2EY 

 Tel: 01376 512470 

John Goodman: 2 Chippingdell CM8 2JX.  
 Tel: 01376 516918 

Tom Pleasance: 5 Helford Court CM8 1TL. 
 Tel: 01376 501597 

Paul Ryland:  6 Old Parsonage Court CM8 
 1XP  Tel: 01376 502500 

 

SOUTH WARD 
Kevin Atwill:  11 Guithavon Street CM8 
 1BJ Tel: 07798 873544 

Chelsey Jay: cllrchelseyjay@gmail.com 

Angela Kilmartin: Flat 3, Iceni House, 
 Newland Street CM8 2FS.                

 Tel: 01376 502872 

Cliff Livermore:  4 Norah Guilder House, Strutt 
 Close, Hatfield Peverel  CM3 
 2HB Tel: 07825 093394 

 

NORTH WARD 
Philip Barlow:  Rivendell, Chalks Road CM8 
 2BT  Tel: 01376 514033 

Jack Bayford:  112 Oak Road, Rivenhall 
 CM8 3HG Tel: 07860 748151 

Steve Hicks:  9 Malyon Road CM8 1DF Tel: 
01376 512590 email: 
steviehicks57@outlook.com 

Michelle Weeks: 20 Elderberry Gardens 
 CM82PT Tel: 01376 515912 

 

HATFIELD WARD 
Clare Lager:  45 Chipping Hill CM8 2JT 
 Tel: 01376 513747 

 

Witham Town Council Offices are 

open Monday - Thursday 9:00AM-

5:00PM and Friday 9:30AM-

4:00PM.  

Closed Weekends and Bank 

Holidays. 

Meetings of your Town Council are 

open for you to attend. There is 

usually an opportunity to speak 

before the beginning of each 

meeting to raise your concerns to 

the Council. 

Full details are displayed at 

www.witham.gov.uk 

Agendas are on display on the 

noticeboard in Newland Street. 

All meetings are currently being 

held via zoom and start at 7pm. 

 

Meetings are held in the Council 

Chamber in the Town Hall, 

Newland Street, Witham, Essex, 

CM8 2FE. 

The Information Centre in the 

Town Hall is open from 9:00AM-

4:30PM Monday, Tuesday and 

Thursday, 10AM –4PM 

Wednesday and Friday 9:30AM - 

4PM. Closed Weekends and Bank 

Holidays. 

DUE TO THE CURRENT 

PANDEMIC WE  ARE ONLY 

RUNNING FULL TOWN 

COUNCIL MEETINGS. 

UPCOMING DATES OF THESE 

ARE: 

 Monday 14th December 

 Monday 11th January 

 Monday 18th January 

 Monday 8th February 
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Missing out on Town Council meetings 

due to social distancing?  

Whilst the social distancing measures are in 

place, many Town Council meetings are  available 

to the public  via video conferencing .  

Details of each meeting will be published in 

advance on our Facebook page, or alternatively 

you can contact the Town Council directly for 

details on how to virtually attend a meeting. 

Witham Town Council 


