Witham Town Council 27th July 2021

Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE
01376 520627
witham.gov.uk

AGENDA
WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL
Date:

Monday 27th July 2021 Time: 7:30 pm

Place:

Council Chamber, Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, CM8 2AZ

Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business.
Members are respectfully reminded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined. If
you have any interest, it must be duly declared.
To be present:

Councillors

A.
J.
S.
K.
P.
J.
S.
C.
C.
M.
C.
T.
M.
J.
R.

Kilmartin
Bayford
Ager
Atwill
Barlow
Goodman
Hicks
Jay
Lager
Lager
Livermore
Pleasance
Weeks
Williams
Williams

(Town Mayor)
(Deputy Town Mayor)

1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
To receive apologies for absence.
2. MINUTES
To receive the Minutes from the Town Council Meeting held 4th May and 28th June 2021
(previously circulated).
3. INTERESTS
To receive any declarations of interest that Members may wish to give notice of on matters
pertaining to any item on this agenda.
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4. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
An opportunity to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any
item on the Agenda.
5. ESSEX COUNTY AND BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL REPORTS
To receive reports from Essex County and Braintree District Councillors on matters relating to
Witham.
6. TOWN MAYOR’S ENGAGEMENTS
To receive details of the Town Mayor’s engagements attended for period 28th June to 27th July
2021 (attached at page 4).
7. TOWN CLERK’S REPORT
To receive the Town Clerk’s report (attached at page 5).
8. COUNCILLOR P.M. RYLAND MEMORIAL
To receive a report and suggestion from Members (attached at page 6).
9. QUEEN’S JUBILEE/40TH ANNIVERSARY OF THE TOWN COUNCIL
To consider suitable events for next year to include –
(a) Lighting of a Beacon on 2nd June 2021
To receive email from EALC (attached at page7)
(b) Commemorative Art Work
To receive a request from the Town Mayor.
10. COLEMAN’S FARM QUARRY
To receive public consultation information (attached at page 8) and consider the way ahead
11. REVISED MEETING SHEDULE FOR CIVIC YEAR 2021/2022
To endorse the Climate Audit’s Panel’s decision to meet quarterly instead of twice a year.
12. WAR MEMORIAL CORRESPONDENCE
To receive a representation from a member of the public (attached at page 17)
13. CORRESPONDENCE FROM THE PARTNERED TOWN OF AβLAR
To receive a letter from Aβlar (attached at page 18)
14. TOWN HALL SITE IMPROVEMENT PROJECT
To receive a short update ahead of progressing to ‘Stage 4 - Report’ stage.
Order Note: A short presentation will be delivered by officers.
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15. FREEDOM OF WITHAM POLICY
To consider and renew the Freedom of Witham Policy (attached at page 21)
16. COMMITTEE REPORTS
(a) Environment Committee held 12th July 2021
Minutes 1 – 15 (inclusive)
(b) Planning Applications and Transport Committee held 28th June and 12th July 2021
Minutes 1 – 30 (inclusive)
17. PETITION HUB PAGE
To receive a motion from Councillor Jay seeking a petition hub page on the Town Council
website and the proposed first petition (attached at page 22).
18. EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC
TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act
1960, the press and public be excluded from the Meeting for the
consideration of the remaining items of business on the grounds they
involve the likely disclosure of exempt information falling within Schedule
12A (S5) of the Local Government Act 1972.

19. LEGAL MATTERS
To receive an update from the Town Clerk on outstanding legal matters and transactions.

James Sheehy
Town Clerk
JS/GK/21.07.2021
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ITEM NO: 6

Officer Report: Town Mayor’s Engagements

Issue:
The Town Mayor undertook the following engagements between 28th June to 27th July 2021 –
3rd July – Attended and was one of the judges at the Town Council Dog Show
5th July – Hosted the first History Group meeting since the start of the pandemic
7th July – Took part in the Finding Your Active
9th July – Attended the official photo call to mark the Town Council gaining ownership of the River Walk
15th July – Was a VIP judge for the Witham Schools Collaboration Art Competition at Witham Library
21st July – Attended the District Scout AGM at Prances

Advice:
To receive and note.

Back to Agenda
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Town Clerk’s Report

Agenda Item 7

Matters Arising
This report details all relevant matters arising that have occurred since the last Town Council meeting. Matters may feature
on multiple reports, as they remain outstanding.
MINUTE
10/17.06.2021
12/17.06.2021
13(c)/14.06.2021
15/14.06.2021
16/14.06.2021
44/28.06.2021

RESOLUTION
Commission of investigation into play equipment across
Witham
A full CCTV report be prepared and submitted to Full
Council for review.
Town Clerk investigates figures and projections for
earmarked reserves to make a full proposal.
Investigation into reserve balance options
Town Council applies for Quality Council at this time and
for Quality Gold next year.
Town Council takes part in the Queen’s Green Canopy
and works in partnership with the Witham Tree Group.

DIRECTION
Officers undertaking enquiries
Awaiting C.A.P Recommendation
approval
Delayed
Officers undertaking enquiries
Currently progressing
Initial enquiries underway

Notifiable Correspondence
This report details all relevant correspondence raised & received in response to a resolution. Correspondence remains
outstanding on this list until fully satisfied by Full Council or its respective committee.
DATE
29th April 2021

CORRESPONDENCE
District Councillor Gabrielle Spray: Willow Tree Felling
Report

STATUS
No reply yet received

Summary outcomes of Officer Meetings (Projects Only)
This report provides headline outcomes of decisions taken by officers in relation to the progression of a discharge of
projects that have been approved by Council. This does not include administrative or management meetings.
MEETING
Capital
Expenditure
Group

DATE

OUTCOMES

13th July

Initial Cut Throat Lane Allotment inspections completed and action points set out for
putting administration in order.

Back to Agenda
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ITEM NO: 8

Officer Report: Councillor P.M. Ryland Memorial

Issue:
This matter was discussed at Minute 45 of Town Council on 28th June 2021 and it was agreed that the family would
be approached to ascertain what a fitting memorial would be.
Following discussions, they asked for a bench in James Cooke wood.
It is understood that the money raised in memory of Paul would be given to the Tree Group, who would plant a
memorial tree.
Members have since suggested that it would be a lasting tribute to Paul to accelerate planting in the town. Members will be aware of the ongoing issues with tree maintenance on both the River Walk and particularly in James
Cooke Wood. Also that a decision was taken not to plant anymore commemorative trees on the River Walk as
space was becoming limited, although in special circumstances an exception would be made. This decision was
taken to ensure that the River Walk would retain its balance of open space, wild areas, etc.
Members have suggested that a small group be set up to work in partnership with the Tree Group. Members will
remember at Minute 44 of Town Council, it was agreed under Plant a Tree for the Queen’s Jubilee to work in partnership with the Tree Group. Barry Fleet has suggested that the Town Council take this forward with both the
Tree Group and Sean Taylor, Braintree District Council’s Landscape Officer, as BDC will also be progressing this
idea.

Advice:
To approve the purchase of a memorial bench and to consider the way forward.

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 9(a)
Dear Chairman, Councillors, Clerks & Partners,
Further to my email a few weeks ago, I am writing to remind you about how local (town & parish)
councils can be involved in Her Majesty The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee celebrations.
We would like to encourage all member-councils to take part in the lighting of Beacons on Thursday
2nd June next year to celebrate the Platinum Jubilee in a similar way to how many parishes assisted
with the Diamond Jubilee Beacons of 2011/12. Please see the documents linked below for
instructions on how town & parish councils can be part of this special anniversary. If you have any
questions then please do get in touch.
A summary of the documents is as follows;
1) The first edition of the Guide To Taking Part which will be updated monthly on the following
website: www.queensjubileebeacons.com through to 1st June next year as more and more
communities join the project over the next eleven months.
2) The recent Buckingham Palace Press Release outlining the Jubilee weekend of the 2nd – 5th
June next year of which The Queen’s Platinum Jubilee Beacons is part of. See it here.
3) A covering letter outlining the event, and how councils can take part on 2nd June next year.
See it here.
4) The Guide To Taking Part. Please put this up on your Websites and use it in all forms of social media, including Facebook, Twitter and Instagram to pass the word. See it here.
I hope that your council are able to take part during this important and historic event. I would
recommend placing an order as soon as possible to ensure the council secure their beacon. These
beacons take time to be prepared and are allocated on a first-come, first-served basis. To ensure
you give yourself enough time, it would be best to arrange this by the end of September, and at the
latest by the end November. The beacons are used for all Jubilees and for Coronations so can also
be seen as an investment by the council as they will be used again.
All the information you need for this community event is included in the comprehensive guide
linked above (item 4). I am happy to field any questions you may have though, so please get in touch
should you have further queries.
I hope this message finds you well, and that you are able to assist in this important celebration for
Her Majesty The Queen.
Kind regards,

Eli Haines
Mr Eli Haines, CertHE, DipABRSM
Communications Officer
Essex Association of Local Councils

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 10
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Agenda Item 12

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 13
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Agenda Item 15

Freedom of Witham
The Local Government Act 1972 (as amended by the Local Democracy, Economic Development and
Construction Act 2009) enables Parish Councils the ability to award the status of honorary freeman
on ‘persons of distinction and persons who have in the opinion of the council, rendered eminent
services.’
The Council can grant the honour by passing a resolution with a two thirds majority.
Qualifications for freedom differ from town to town but generally fall into two categories
‘patrimony’ (inheritance) and ‘servitude’.
It will be important to keep record of those who have been granted the Freedom of Witham and
Members might like to consider a framed scroll that names can be added to as and when necessary.
The following policy is therefore suggested –
The Town Council has the power to grant persons who have rendered eminent services, the
freedom of the town. Careful consideration needs to be taken to ensure that this honour is not
diluted. People to be considered need to have given exceptional voluntary service to the town
over a long number of years.
A nomination for the Freedom of Witham will be considered by the Town Council and a two thirds
majority is required to pass the motion.

Agreed by Town Council Minute 57 – 18.1.2016

Back to Agenda
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Agenda Item 17

To motion for a petition hub page to be added to the WTC website where local 'important issues'
petitions can sit. The process for a petition to be able to sit on the page should be that each petition
comes through the council as for cllrs to vote on it fairly.
This is a fantastic opportunity for





proper joint up collaboration between cllrs and residents
highlights real you said we did style representation
encourages residents to look at WTC as a means for an authentic voice for locals
illustrates we have teeth and don't simply nod by issues because 'that's just how it is'

Part 2
First petition request = No more, we don't want phase four.
This petition is to fight against the proposed Phase 4 Rivenhall Park development.
Grounds:
Main issues:
1. Witham does not have the infrastructure to support all the new homes/people
2. Mass development taking away large areas of open green space
Background:





Bellway have already secured phases one – 222 homes and two – 163 homes. Phase four
proposing 230 new homes in Witham
Bellway have already secured the Gimsons development in town with a planned development of 68 new homes in Witham
Redrow – 630 homes with Countryside applying for 400 new homes
Sanctuary – 150 homes off Conrad Road

Cllr Jay

Back to Agenda
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