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Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | CM8 2FE 
01376 520627 
witham.gov.uk 

AGENDA 
 

Meeting of: Planning & Transport Committee 
 
Date:  Tuesday, 21st February 2023  Time: 6.30 p.m. 
 
Place:  Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham, Essex 
 
Members are hereby summoned to attend the above Meeting to transact the following business.  
Members are respectfully remionded that each item on the Agenda should be carefully examined.  
If you have any interest, it must be duly declared. 
 
To be present: Councillors:  J. Goodman (Chairman) 
     A. Kilmartin (Vice Chairman) 
     K. Atwill 
     P. Barlow 

P. Heath 
     S. Hicks 
     C. Jay 
     C. Lager 
     M. Lager 
     T. Pleasance 
      
           
1. APOLOGIES 

To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2. MINUTES 
To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning & Transport Committee held 6th February 
2023 (previously circulated). 
 

3. INTERESTS 
To receive any declarations of interests that Members may wish to give notice of on matters 
pertaining to any item on this Agenda. 
 

4. QUESTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC 
Members of the press and public will be invited to address the Meeting regarding any item on the 
Agenda. 
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Order Note: A maximum of 30 minutes is designated for public participation time with no 

individual speaker exceeding three minutes unless otherwise granted an extension by the 

Chairman under Standing Order 3(F) & 3(G) 

 

5. PARKING AT SCHOOLS – 3PR SCHEME 
To receive a report regarding parking at Holy Family School (attached at page 3). 
 

6. A12 WIDENING 
 

(a) To note that the written Representations Report has been submitted and the Statement of 
Common Ground signed. 

(b) To receive the Applicant’s Response to Relevant Representations (attached at page 6). 
 

7. PLANNING OFFICER’S REPORT 
To receive a verbal report from the Planning Officer on any matters arising from previous Meeting. 
 

8. PART 1 APPLICATIONS 
To approve officer ‘no objection’ recommendations for applications listed under Part 1 without 
debate.  Applications may be moved to Part 2 where Members are in disagreement with 
recommendations by giving 24 hours’ notice to the Planning Officer. 
 

9. PART 2 APPLICATIONS 
To consider applications in Part 2. 
 

10. REVISED PLANS 
To consider any revised plans received by Braintree District Council that have previously been 
commented upon. 
 

11. DECISIONS 
To receive and note decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham which have been 
received from Braintree District Council (attached). 
 

12. ENERGY INFRASTRUCTURE IN EAST ANGLIA 
To receive a letter from the Minister of State for Energy and Climate (attached at page 19). 
 

13. LOCAL HIGHWAYS PANEL 
To receive an extract from the Local Highways Panel meeting held 12th January 2023 and the 
Parking and Highways Report (attached at page 22). 
 

 
 

 
 
Nikki Smith  
Town Clerk 
GK/31.1.2023 
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Officer Report: Parking at Schools – 3PR scheme 
 

 

Issue:  
 

At Minute 219 of the Planning and Transport Committee Meeting, the problems with dangerous parking in Maltings Lane was 
raised by a resident. 
 
Investigations had shown that the 3PR scheme, run by the North Essex Parking Partnership (NEPP), is an educational 
programme for schools hoping that school children would encourage their parents to park considerately.  However, there was 
another scheme whereby cameras are positioned so that motorists can be monitored as to where they park and tickets issued 
accordingly. 
 
Following the Meeting further contact has been made with NEPP and the following response received – 
 

Static CCTV cameras have been trialled over the last 12-18 months over a small number of sites within the 

Colchester and Tendring districts and have proved to be successful at changing parking behaviours of road 

users at school drop off and collection times. The scheme aims to set up cameras within resources available 

at priority sites for approximately 6-12 months dependant on the parking behaviours being observed, and 

the need for the cameras at any particular location being continually reviewed. Our projects team are in the 

process of having the cameras moved to four new sites by the end of February 2023. These site locations 

consist of two cameras being moved to schools in Earls Colne, one in Colchester, and finally another in 

Braintree. The length of time the cameras stay in place will depend on the parking behaviours observed. 
 
Contact has also been made with Holy Family School who have welcomed the opportunity to discuss the problems with parking 

at drop off and pick up times and the following emails have been received – 

 

I have just received this message from you via our office.  Parking has been on ongoing issue forever.  When the 
development of houses all around the school was in the planning stages I attended many meetings of the Maltings 
Lane Development Forum, and raised all the issues with parking that I could foresee.  Sadly, no-one listened. The 
ideas shown to us of car drop off areas (loops) were all swept away and more houses built instead. We voiced our 
concerns. 
 
We have tried so many things over the years.  I have stood beside a traffic warden who informed me that he could 
not give a person a parking ticket because the lines that they were parking on permitted them so many 
minutes.  Even though i said that they would have moved off by then, there was nothing he could do.   
 
I have sent out flyers to parents about safer journeys to school.  We have spoken to families directly over many 
years. 
 
We ran a walking bus for many years, until it folded due to lack of interest. 
 
The way highways and planners have constructed the roads and road markings around the school have 
exacerbated the issue.  I have asked so many people, over so many years to help and look at road marking s again, 
or to send regular wardens to patrol but nothing ever happens.  It is up to Highways and the council to act.  I 
cannot do more than I have done over the past 20 years - including going through parking at parental induction, 
sending out regular reminders in the newsletter, speaking to people in person. 
 

ITEM NO:  5 
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My ideas for your consideration 

 Road marking need to be changed to empower traffic wardens.   

 Council consideration for the lack of parking for an area that contains three schools in close proximity (we 
were told many, many years ago that walking to school should be encouraged.  It is but many parents drop 
children and then drive straight to work) 

 Highways/Council (not sure) who speaking to parents (i've done this so many times, but i have no 
jurisdiction outside of the school gates). 

I ask you what you are doing as Witham Town Council?  What are Highways going to do?  What are Braintree 
District Council going to do? 
 
I am happy to take part in the latest version of what we have done previously.  I will action this for our Governors.   
 
I've spent the past 20 years of headship doing my best with this, and encouraging people to be safe when they 
drop/collect.  I look forward to all the help we will at last get, and the changes made to alleviate all of this.  It would 
be good to have someone listening at last.   
 
Regards 
 
Ann Kelliher 
 
Headteacher 
Holy Family Catholic Primary School 
Maltings Lane 
 
The Head of Holy Family School, Mrs Kelliher, has shared with me your correspondence and I have personally seen all the 
various initiatives and time spent by the school to put measures in place to try to solve this problem.  As Mrs Kelliher said, the 
school has been advising parents for 20 odd years on what they should and should not do but they have no ultimate control 
over them.    
 
This issue should be addressed by Essex County Council who are the road authority for this area.  As Mrs Kelliher rightly said, 
about 20 years ago when the new developments were being planned, she suggested a turning loop which would help alleviate 
the perceived problems on Maltings Lane.  This was turned down with the lame excuse that pupils should be encouraged to 
walk, and I notice the same excuse is now being given on the Redrow estate.  Highways are well aware of the current 
problems faced by EVERY school and they know pupils generally do not walk to school as parents more than often drop off en 
route to their workplace or somewhere else.   
 
It is my understanding that Witham Town Council could themselves put in a Local Highways Scheme via Cllr Derrick Lewis, 
who is the Essex County Councillor for this area.  It is not in the school's remit to be able to solve this problem without 
Highways intervention. 
 
I can see that you are also trying hard to find a solution to this problem and I would be very happy to work with you on 
this.  My husband, Bob Wright, is also a Governor of the Holy Family School and a Braintree District Councillor.  Would it be 
possible for him to attend the next Planning and Highways meeting to discuss the problems and see if there are any 
solutions.  If he can have permission to attend, can you please let me know the date. 
 
I look forward to hearing from you and hopefully we can help resolve this very emotive problem. 
 
Kind regards 
 
Anne Wright 
Chair of Governors 
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Advice:  

 

To receive the information and to discuss possible solutions to the parking problems outside Holy Family School. 

 

GK/14.2.2023 

 

Back to Agenda 
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               Agenda Item 6(b) 
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Back to Agenda 
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PART 1 
APPLICATIONS WITH OFFICER ‘NO OBJECTION’ 

RECOMMENDATIONS TO BE CONSIDERED “EN BLOC” WITHOUT 

DEBATE. 

Applications Received: 

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town & 

Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications 

and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree 

or online at www.braintree.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be 

treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

23/00195/FUL 11A Cypress Road, Witham, Essex North Erection of external bin enclosure

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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PART 2 
APPLICATIONS FOR MEMBERS’ DEBATE 

Applications Received: 

The following applications have been made to the District Council for planning permission under the Town & 

Country Planning Acts and referred to the Town Council as a statutory consultee. Copies of the applications 

and accompanying plans may be seen at the Planning Department Causeway House, Bocking End, Braintree 

or online at www.braintree.gov.uk 

PLEASE NOTE: Under the Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985, representations cannot be 

treated in confidence. Witham Town Council is not responsible for issuing planning decisions. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

22/03100/TPO 11 Hollybank, Witham, Essex Central Notice of intent to carry out works to tree 

protected by Tree Preservation Order - 6/76

http://www.braintree.gov.uk/
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Witham Town Council – Planning Application Report 
 
 

 

 

 

 

    

Application No:- 22/03100/TPO 

Address:- 11 Hollybank, Witham, Essex 

Ward:- Central 

Proposal:- Notice of intent to carry out works to tree protected by Tree Preservation Order - 6/76 

 

Summary:- Ash (T1) - Reduce tree by 3m in height and reduce sides by 1.5m. Remove all Ivy from main 

stems.Remove major deadwood (over 3cm in diameter). 

 

Recommendation:- The Tree Warden has made a site visit and recommended no objection 

 

 

Policy References:-  

Relevant Site History:-  

             

Representations:-  

 

Back to Agenda 
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Application & Address Proposal BDC Decision WTC Decision 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22/03416/HH 52 Rickstones 

Road Witham Essex CM8 2NF

Single storey rear extension Application Permitted No objection

22/03343/HH 31 Avenue Road 

Witham Essex CM8 2DT

Proposed alterations to roof from hip to 

gable end to enable loft conversion with 

rear dormer.

 Application Permitted No objection subject to no representations being made 

by neighbours

22/02879/LBC Howbridge Hall 

Howbridge Road Witham Essex 

CM8 1DA

Demolition of exiting loggia, erection of 

single-storey extension to create link 

between main dwelling and existing 

outbuilding and erection of front porch. 

Upgrading and insulation of existing 

outbuilding.

Application Refused No objection

22/02878/HH Howbridge Hall 

Howbridge Road Witham Essex 

CM8 1DA

Demolition of exiting loggia, erection of 

single-storey extension to create link 

between main dwelling and existing 

outbuilding and erection of front porch. 

Upgrading and insulation of existing 

outbuilding.

Application Refused No objection

Agenda Item 11 
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Back to Agenda 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

22/03156/FUL Land Blackwater 

Lane Witham Essex

Change of use to ecological mitigation 

area (linked to the A12 widening scheme) 

including the creation of 4 ponds, 

257metres of ditches, creation of 5 bunds 

and one area of wider re-grading of land 

from on-site excavated material, 

perimeter fencing and associated 

landscaping.

Application Permitted No objection subject to access to Whetmead being 

retained and mud etc removed from the underpass and 

access route.

22/02684/FUL 3 Freebournes 

Road Witham Essex CM8 3UN

Proposed widened entrance and 

installation of security fence to north and 

east boundaries.

Application Withdrawn No objection
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       Agenda Item 13 
 
Extract from the Local Highways Panel Meeting held 12th January 2023 
 
Possible Introduction of 20mph Speed Limit Zones Across Essex Action: - Dan Maclean, Essex 
Highways, had been requested to circulate to Members of the Panel a copy of an article published 3 
in The Times newspaper on 30th September 2022 regarding the experience of other towns and cities 
across the Country where a 20mph speed limit had been introduced. Update: - The article had been 
circulated on 20th October 2022. 
 
Funded Schemes 2022/23:  
Consideration was given to a report on the Panel’s Funded Schemes for 2022/23, which had been 
recommended for approval. The report provided an update on the current position of all schemes in 
the 2022/23 programme of work. Members of the Panel were reminded that funding of £407,600 
had originally been allocated to Braintree Local Highways Panel 4 for the year 2022/23. 
Subsequently, further sums of £100,000 in 2021/22 and £200,000 in 2022/23 had been allocated, 
together with a sum of £177,594 following the re-profiling of schemes in 2021/22. It was reported 
that £656,000 of the Panel’s budget had been allocated to various schemes within the programme of 
work and that £59,612 had been allocated specifically to casualty reduction schemes. This meant 
that a total of £169,582 was available for expenditure in 2022/23. In an update to the report, 
Members of the Panel were advised that the allocation of £200,000 in 2022/23 might not be 
available as Essex County Council was considering if this could be identified as a saving when setting 
the budget for 2023/24. No decision had been made to date. If supported, the proposal would result 
in the Panel’s budget being overspent by approximately £30,500, but it would still be possible to 
deliver all the schemes in the 2022/23 programme. In discussing this Item, it was noted that the 
report referred to the estimated completion time for the following schemes as ‘Quarter 3’. It was 
agreed that Kandice Louis and Dan Maclean, Essex Highways would clarify if the report should refer 
to ‘Quarter 4’ instead and amend the report if required. 
 
Schemes Awaiting Funding:  
Consideration was given to a ‘Schemes Awaiting Funding’ report, which included details of requests 
received for funding from the Panel’s budget for the year 2022/23. It was noted that a sum of 
£169,582 remained in the capital budget for 2022/23 and that the total value of unallocated 
schemes on the ‘Schemes Awaiting Funding’ list was £90,500. Members of the Panel were not 
required to recommend which schemes should be included in the Panel’s programme of work at this 
time, as this would be considered at a future meeting of the Panel. However, it was proposed that 
Members should endorse removal from the list of potential schemes some which had been assessed 
as having a ‘red’ status as they did not meet Essex County Council’s criteria. In discussing this Item, 
specific reference was made to salt bins and it was agreed that information setting out Essex 
Highways’ criteria for the provision of salt bins should be circulated to Members of the Panel. Action 
By: Dan Maclean - Essex Highways. To circulate to Members of the Panel information setting out 
Essex Highways’ criteria for the provision of salt bins. Reference was also made to schemes for the 
provision of bus shelters, which were currently on hold pending the completion of a County-wide 
audit. Essex Highways’ Passenger Transport Team had indicated that terms were being finalised with 
a bus shelter contractor and it was anticipated that the contractor would start delivering schemes 
with effect from 1st April 2023. 
 
DECISION: (1) That it be recommended that the following schemes, the status of which have been 
assessed as ‘red’ as they do not meet the criteria, are removed from the list of potential schemes:- 
Traffic Management 
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LBRA212009 – Traffic management improvements, Blunts Hall Road, Witham Estimated Cost:- Not 
known  
LBRA212018 – 7.5 tonne weight restriction, Maltings Lane, Witham Estimated Cost:- Not known 
LBRA222039 – Speed reduction, Maltings Lane, Witham Estimated Cost:- Not known  
LBRA222045 – Speed reduction, Holst Avenue, Witham Estimated Cost:- Not known 
LBRA222052 – Speed reduction measures, Forest Road, Witham Estimated Cost:- Not known 
 
That the following schemes be subject to the specific comments denoted:-  
Traffic Management 
LBRA212023 – Request to investigate speeding in the area, Maldon Road, Witham (Witham 
Southern Division) Estimated Cost:- Not known 9 (Note:- (Classified as ‘red’).  
D Maclean to advise Councillor R Playle, Essex County Councillor for Witham Northern Division, if 
this scheme incorporates a similar proposal for the section of Maldon Road, Witham which falls 
within Witham Northern Division. The scheme requests for both stretches of road had been 
submitted at the same time) 
 
LBRA192062 – Improvements to road layout close to mini-roundabout, B1018 Braintree Road, 
Witham Estimated Cost:- £10,000 (Note:- (Classified as ‘green’). K Louis to discuss the purpose of this 
scheme with Councillor R Playle, Essex County Councillor for Witham Northern Division) 
 

 
 
Back to Agenda 

HIGHWAY / PARKING ISSUE RAISED FIRST RAISEDCURRENT STAGE MIN. REF

Collingwood Road - Speed Survey PA&T 2.9.2019 LHP request submitted 9.9.2019 92.2/9/2019

Avenue Road - Speed Survey PA&T 2.9.2019 LHP request submitted 9.9.2019 92.2/9/2019

Pelly Avenue parking PA&T 10.02.2020 Public consultation completed 27.03.2020. 

Liaison with Greenfields commenced

204.10/02/2020

Guithavon Valley parking issue PA&T 03.08.2020 LHP request for safety audit applied for 03.08.2020 

delegated 

decision

Maltings Lane P&T 1.6.2021 In validation 19.1.6.2021

Rickstones Road Speed survey prior to VAS P & T 29.3.2022 LHP request 267

Maldon Road Speed Survey prior to VAS P & T 29.3.2022 LHP Request 267

20 mph limit on all residential roads P & T 21.4.2022 Request via RP & DL.

Chipping Hill Bridge - withdrawn (See HGV 

routing below)

P & T 26.4.2022 LHP request for weight limit on grounds of 

amenity 286

HGV routes for Witham P & T 7.6.2022 In validation 23

Speed Survey - Cut Throat Lane P & T 4.7.2022 LHP 46

Pedestrian Barrier - Spa Road/Highfields Road P & T 25.8.2022 LHP request 82

Witham Town Council Planning and Transport Committee: Parking & Highways Report.


