
 
  Town Hall | 61 Newland Street | Witham | Essex | CM8 2FE 

 

 

OPEN SPACES MANAGEMENT SUB-COMMITTEE 
 

AGENDA 
 

TUESDAY 14TH March 2023,  2:00PM 
 
 

 
 

 
MEMBERS: Councillors S. Hicks (Chairman) OFFICERS:  H. Andrews 
    S. Ager      S. Dyer 
    K. Atwill      S. Puckey 
    J. Goodman                  
    C. Lager 
    T. Pleasance 
    
    
    
CO-OPTEES:   S. Black - (Witham & Countryside Society) 
    S. Brailey - (Witham Tree Group) 
    J. Casement - (Witham Wombles) 
    A. Chick - (Witham Rotary Club) 
    B. Fleet  - (Tree Warden) 
    (
    

J. Palombi - CPRE) 

    
P. Shuttleworth - (Local Wildlife Interests) 

    
 

1) APOLOGIES 
To receive apologies for absence. 
 

2) INTERESTS 
To receive any declarations of interest. 
 

3) MINUTES 
To receive the minutes of the meeting of the Open Spaces Management Sub-Committee held 
on Tuesday 6th December 2022  attached  at pages 3 to 5.  
 

4) QUESTIONS & STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 
An opportunity for members of the press and public present to comment upon any item on the 
agenda or raise new concerns. 
 

5) CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS 
To consider any written representations received by the Council. 
 

6) CLERK’S REPORT 
To receive the Clerk’s Report attached at page 7  
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7) OPERATIONS MANAGER’S REPORT 
To receive the Operations Manager’s verbal report on recent open spaces activities and to 
answer any questions put by members. 
 

8) A12 WIDENING SCHEME AND WHETMEAD 
To receive an update on the A12 widening scheme project and the implications for Whetmead 
Nature Reserve attached at pages 8 to 9. 
 

9) WHETMEAD IMPROVEMENT PROJECT 
To receive information regarding Section 106 developer funding allocated to Whetmead 
Nature Reserve attached at pages 10 to 11. 
 

10) ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST WILDER TOWNS 
To consider joining Essex Wildlife Trust’s wilder towns scheme attached at page 12. 
 

11) ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
To raise enquiries or any other agenda items to be handled by the next meeting of the 
committee. 
 

12) DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 
To consider the date of the next meeting of the Open Spaces Management Sub-Committee. 
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MINUTES 

 
Meeting of: Open Spaces Management Sub-Committee 

 

Date:  6th December 2022 

 

Present:  Councillors S Hicks  (Chairman) 

K. Atwill 

J Goodman 

    C. Lager 

    T Pleasance 

                                                      

    S Black  (Witham and Countryside Society)  

    S. Brailey  (Witham Tree Group) 

    B. Fleet   (Tree Warden) 

   J Palombi (CPRE)    

    

   H Andrews (Deputy Town Clerk) 

   S Dyer  (Operations Manager) 

    S  Smith                 (P.A to the Council) 

 

21. APOLOGIES 

Apologies were received from Cllr S. Ager, J Casement and P Shuttleworth. 

 

22.  INTERESTS 

 

  No interests were declared. 

 

23.  MINUTES 

 

The minutes were AGREED and subsequently signed by the Chairman. 

 

24. QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC 

 

 There was no public present. 

 

25. CONSIDERATION OF WRITTEN REPRESENTATIONS 

 

 No written representations were received. 
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26. CLERK’S REPORT 

 

The Clerk’s report was received by Members. It was noted that the ongoing water issues at 

Ebenezer Close was being reviewed and quotes for recommended drainage work being 

obtained. A tree survey had also recently been completed on the River Walk, and priority work 

recommended was being reviewed. 

 

Members were informed that a London Plane tree had been planted during National Tree 

Planting Week, for the Queen’s Jubilee as part of the Queen’s Green Canopy.  It was noted that 

consultation continues with National Highways with regards to the A12 widening project and 

the implications for Whetmead Nature Reserve with a further meeting proposed early in the 

New Year. 

 

 Members AGREED to receive the report 

 

27. OPERATION MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

The Operations Manager provided an update and confirmed that a new member of staff had 

joined the Operations Team who was working well and had already passed their brushcutter 

training qualification.  On the River Walk, hedge cutting had been completed for the season, 

and leaves were continuing to be cleared from paths.  It was noted that the water issues near 

Ebenezer Close was continuing but temporary measures were in place until a permanent 

solution was finalised. 

 

It was noted that the team were continuing with thinning the tree canopy at James Cooke Wood 

and improvements were due to be made by replacing the car park fence with bollards.  

 

At the Closed Churchyard the team have carried out general maintenance, including weeding 

the wildflower trial and adding more Yellow Rattle seeds.  Wildflower plugs are due to be 

planted next year to continue the trial. 

 

The team regularly visited the allotments and reported no issues. 

 Members thanked the Operations Manager for his report and extended their thanks to the 

 whole team for the hard work that they do. Members informed the Operations Manager that 

 one of the planters had been damaged at the railway station. 

 

28.  RIVER WALK FOOTPATHS 

 

The Clerk informed Members that following a walk of the River Walk in August, a report had 

been received by Full Town Council on 21st November 2022 regarding resurfacing and 

restructuring the footpaths and cycleways on the River Walk. Priority tasks had now been 

agreed and it was noted that this was a long-term project over several years. 

 

Members AGREED to receive the information. 

 

 

29. ANY OTHER BUSINESS 

 

Members were updated on the Essex Wildlife Trust rewilding project where some local parishes 

had been receiving advice on wildflower planting from advisers at the Trust.  
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Members discussed the potential benefits rewilding could have on the de-trunked A12 once the 

widening project had been completed.  

 

Members commented that the land by Lidl and Churchills had been left in an unacceptable state 

by developers. The Clerk informed Members that complaints had also been received from the 

public and enquiries were currently being made with Braintree District Council regarding 

landscape plans for this area. 

 

30. DATE AND TIME OF NEXT MEETING 

 

 It was noted that the next meeting of the Sub-Committee would be 14th March 2023. 

 

 Meeting concluded at 2.55pm 

 

 

 HA/SS/08.12.2022 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 Signed by Chairman……………………………………………………………………………. 
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Clerk’s Report:  Open Spaces Management Sub-committee 
 

 

 
To note: 
 

 A contractor has now been appointed to provide drainage works in the area between Ebenezer Close and 
Bramble Road which has surface water issues.  Approval is currently being sought from Environment 
Agency due to works being carried out affecting the river, and then work will commence. 
 

 Line markings are due to be reinstalled on all dual pedestrian/cycle paths on the River Walk by the end  
March, weather dependent.  The section at Ebenezer/Bramble will be excluded until after the drainage 
works have been completed. 
 

 Following a tree survey that was carried out at the end of October 2022, some planned tree works are 
taking place by an Arboricultural company this month as recommended.  This is mainly taking place in the 
Glebelands (Ebenezer Close – Chipping Hill) section of the River Walk and is due to be completed by the 
end of March.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

Advice:  
 
To receive and note. 

 

ITEM NO: 6 
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Clerk’s Report:  A12 widening scheme and Whetmead Nature Reserve 
 

 

 
To note: 
 
The Planning Inspectorate are currently considering National Highways Development Consent Order for the A12 
widening project.  The Examination period started on 12th January 2023 and will continue on to 12th July 2023. 
 
Witham Town Council provided their Written Representation by the required deadline of 13th February 2023, a 
copy of this has been circulated separately but can also be found at  
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010060/TR010060-
001780-Witham%20Town%20Council%20-%20Written%20Representations%20(WR)%20and%20summaries.pdf 
 
To allow for the widening of the A12 a strip of Whetmead Nature Reserve of approximately 4,344 square metres 
of land will be lost.  National Highways have proposed two areas of replacement land, one adjacent to Whetmead 
(9/1a) and second smaller section of land a distance away from the nature reserve with foot access via Coleman’s 
Fishery (9/1h). 
 
The first section of land is a suitable extension to the nature reserve, is a wooded area with open glades suitable 
for picnic benches, nature habitat and educational use and has therefore been accepted by the Town Council.  
However, the second section of land is isolated from the site, would therefore be difficult and potentially costly 
for the Town Council to maintain and so it has been resolved to not accept this as replacement land.  
Conversations are continuing to resolve the issue or consider financial compensation.  

 
  

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 
To receive and note. 

 

 

 

ITEM NO:  8 
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Advice: 
 
 

https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010060/TR010060-001780-Witham%20Town%20Council%20-%20Written%20Representations%20(WR)%20and%20summaries.pdf
https://infrastructure.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/wp-content/ipc/uploads/projects/TR010060/TR010060-001780-Witham%20Town%20Council%20-%20Written%20Representations%20(WR)%20and%20summaries.pdf
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Clerk’s Report:  Whetmead Nature Reserve improvement project 
 

 

To note: 
 
There is Section 106 developer funding of £13,161.21 allocated for improvements to Whetmead Nature Reserve.  
The Section 106 agreement (17/02294/FUL U.0432) states that the funds are to be used for “towards path and 
access improvements, creation of outdoor education space, habitat enhancements, buoyancy aids, interpretation 
boards, dog and litter bins”. 
 
Following a recent meeting with Section 106 Officers at Braintree District Council, Witham Town Council will be 
carrying out this project and it has been confirmed that the expiry date for spending these funds is 31st October 
2023. 
 
Due to the short deadline and taking into account the effect the A12 widening project will have on the nature 
reserve, it is intended to apply for the following from the funds available – 
 
Steps – The steps at north end of Whetmead are in a poor condition and 
replacement steps would fit the S106 criteria “towards path and access 
improvements”.  Quotes are therefore being obtained to remove the current 
foundations and brickwork and install new foundations, brickwork and slabs to 
provide improved steps to take visitors up to the higher level of the reserve. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Noticeboard – Whetmead currently does not have a noticeboard to provide educational information about the 

site, community information and communication from Witham Town Council.  It is 
considered that this would meet the criteria and quotes have therefore been 
obtained. Witham Council installed branded noticeboards at the Cut Throat Lane 
Allotments during 2021/2022 and have recently purchased the same noticeboard to 
replace one on the River Walk.  It is therefore considered that the same style would 
be suitable on Whetmead for consistency. 
 
It is considered that this will be installed inside the entrance to the nature reserve, but 
with the possibility of temporarily moving its location, if necessary, during the A12 
widening works. 
 
 

 
 
 

ITEM NO:  9 
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Nature signs – With the balance of funds available, it is considered that some educational nature posts are to be 
purchased with appropriate information regarding wildlife that can be found on the nature reserve.  An etching 
rubbing plaque can also been installed onto the post to engage children.  The number of posts acquired will be 
dependent on the balance of funds available but there could be the possibility of purchasing more in the future 
through budgeting or from National Highways funding after the A12 widening completion. 
 
Examples below – 

 
 

Advice: 

 To note the use of funds to make improvements to Whetmead Nature Reserve. 

 To seek suggestions of species that are regularly seen on the site that could potentially be included on a 
nature sign  

Impact Assessment 
The Town Council has a statutory duty to consider the effects of its decisions on biodiversity, and crime and 
disorder in the area.  As the Council has also formed a Climate Change Working Group, this should also be 
considered – 

(a) Biodiversity –no negative impact, and could potentially educate about biodiversity. 
(b) Crime and disorder – no impact. 
(c) Climate – no negative impact, and could potentially educate about climate change. 
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Clerk’s Report:  Essex Wildlife Trust Wilder Towns 
 

 

 
Essex Wildlife Trust are running a Wilder Town Scheme.  It is for parish and town councils that want to take action 
for wildlife and nature in their own towns and villages. Essex Wildlife Trust will provide guidance and support to 
empower parish and town councils to facilitate significant and measureable impact for nature consideration. 
 
Joining the scheme would also mean that the Council will have access to webinars and workshops throughout the 
year to develop skills and knowledge, support with developing projects and access to EECOS consultancy services 
where appropriate. 
 
Witham Town Council’s Climate Change Working Group agreed at their last meeting (12.01.2023 minute 24) that 
the Council already undertakes a lot of what the initiative encourages on their open spaces, but that joining the 
scheme would provide appropriate support and knowledge which could be beneficial in the future.  
 
Further information about the scheme can be found online, which includes details of local parish councils that 
have joined the scheme and their current projects- 
 
https://www.essexwt.org.uk/get-involved/team-wilder/wilder-towns-wilder-
villages#:~:text=Wilder%20Towns%20and%20Wilder%20Villages,of%20our%20Wilder%20Essex%20vision. 
 
The Essex Wildlife Trust Wilder Towns toolkit and agreement form can be found here – 
https://www.essexwt.org.uk/wilder-towns-wilder-villages/toolkit 
 

 

Advice: 
 
To approve making a recommendation to Environment Committee to join Essex Wildlife Trust’s Wilder Town 
Scheme.  

Impact Assessment 
The Town Council has a statutory duty to consider the effects of its decisions on biodiversity, and crime and 
disorder in the area.  As the Council has also formed a Climate Change Working Group, this should also be 
considered – 

(a) Biodiversity –future projects undertaken as a result of joining the scheme could have a positive impact. 
(b) Crime and disorder – no impact. 
(c) Climate – future projects undertaken as a result of joining the scheme could have a positive impact. 
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https://www.essexwt.org.uk/get-involved/team-wilder/wilder-towns-wilder-villages#:~:text=Wilder%20Towns%20and%20Wilder%20Villages,of%20our%20Wilder%20Essex%20vision
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https://www.essexwt.org.uk/wilder-towns-wilder-villages/toolkit

