WITHAM TOWN COUNCIL Protecting and serving Essex

June 2026

Following the recent half term we have seen a significant reduction in reports and incidents of anti-social behaviour
and seen the skate park becoming the centre of attraction for many teenagers that we have previously encountered in
the town centre. We will continue to focus our efforts on high visibility patrolling, and we would like your input on
where you think these patrols should be targeted. The issue of recent Section 59 Warnings for illegal use of E-Scooters
is also starting to make a difference with a reduction of these now seen in the town, but we will continue to tackle this
problem as well as illegally modified E-Bikes.

We would however like to raise awareness of the dangers of the rivers and ponds in Witham, particularly to children
when we start to see high temperatures. Nationally there has been a significant number of deaths of children due to the
“cold shock” and difficulties in swimming or unseen dangers below the surface of rivers and ponds. If the signs say
“No Swimming” then please educate your children on the risks and find somewhere safe to play.

The Community Special Team are continuing the fortnightly Community Beat Surgeries, located outside The Witham
Hub on a Saturday between 11am & 1pm and we are always pleased when people drop by if they have any concerns
in their neighbourhood, seek advice or just say hello!

Community Special Constables | Essex Police

15t June

| began my shift attending the quarterly Community Committee meeting with Witham Town Council at the Town
Hall. At the meeting | report back on the activity the Community Special Constable team have been carrying out and
intended actions. These activities are covered in my monthly reports which are available on the Witham Town
Council website for review. The meeting also enables the Councillors to feed back any information from the
residents of Witham so that we can target actions to support any issues.

| followed on from the meeting with foot patrol in the town centre, visiting the Grove Centre, Newlands Shopping
Precinct, the area surrounding the library and Roslyn House but pleased to find no issues.

| returned to my marked police vehicle and visited nearby Hatfield Peverel following a recent incident in Hadfelda
Square to provided reassurance and visibility with foot patrols before returning to Witham.



https://www.essex.police.uk/communityspecials
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The next location took me on to Humber Road where | conducted foot patrols along the green space at the bottom
of the estate due to reports of anti-social and dangerous riding of E-Bikes. During my patrol | could not see any issues
but will return at different times to see if | can help to prevent or stop this behaviour. | moved on to the River Walk
around the area of the Duck Pond and the weir but with no concerns | returned to my vehicle to complete my shift.

3 June

Due to the incident at the shop in Hatfield Peverel, which had caused concerns for residents, | carried out a visible
patrol on foot, visiting the involved store and speaking to staff members before completing a circuit of the
surrounding area which included the library and nearby Swan Close.

Returning to Witham | conducted mobile patrols on the Maltings estate, Allectus Way and headed up Spa Road to
the Flora Road park. Spotting a small group of people in the park on E Bikes | tried to engage with them on foot
patrol before they made off towards Honeysuckle Way. As well as the E Bikes there was a very distinctive smell of
cannabis, so | called up a nearby unit to assist with the search. During the search my foot patrols took me on to
Calamint Road before tracking through Foxglove Close and Rosebay Close but with no further trace of the group.

Returning to my vehicle | drove on to the Humber Road estate to follow up on report of E Bikes being ridden
dangerously along the grass area at the bottom of the estate. To try and establish where the bikes may originate, |
continued with my foot patrol and explored alleyways and checked for signs of a homeless person believed to be in
the area.
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As | completed an orbit of the estate, | found an insecure vehicle with the rear door wide open and notified the
owners who lived nearby. They thanked me for protecting their property and | next visited the Skate Park, engaging
with several teenagers before heading across the town to the Templars Estate. Parking in Shaw Road | rounded the
corner to the park and was invited by a small group of young children to play football — it has been many years...but |
still knew a few tricks, and we had some fun before we had a Q & A session as they quizzed me on the kit | carry. The
engagement was fantastic and this really helps to make me feel part of the community and hopefully building a
positive relationship in knowing their local officer.

The previous shift had identified an issue with anti-social behaviour involving the use of quad bikes around the
Rivenhall estate, especially around the footpath that runs along the back of the estate towards Motts Lane. We
intent to visit as often as possible to create a deterrent to this behaviour and we will take positive action if we find
the quad bikes.

6" June

| was joined by fellow Witham Special Constable Connor Penrose, and we intended to spend the day in Witham
carrying out our community patrols, however, due to the local policing team (who answer the 999 calls) being
committed to ongoing jobs we were able to provide cover for several incidents in the morning. We assisted with an
arrest attempt in Witham, conducted a “safe and well” assessment for a returning high risk missing person and
seized property and recorded a statement for a shoplifting incident that occurred in Witham the previous day.
Fortunately, as 2 of the jobs related to Witham, we still felt as though we were close to home!

In the afternoon we were able to return to our normal patrols and conducted foot patrol in the town centre, visiting
the Newlands Precinct, the Library and checking on Roslyn House. With no concerns and positive comments from
everyone we spoke with, we headed back to our vehicle and drove across town to Forest Road, Dorothy Sayers Drive
and on to the Rivenhall estate for visible patrols. Unfortunately, the weather had turned against us with rain which
left much of the areas deserted and we returned to the station to book in the property we had seized earlier in the
day and complete a full vehicle check before the handover to the next shift.

My final action of the day saw me accompany PC Roper for an educational talk with a young person who had
recently sent explicit images electronically and we stressed the potential impact these actions can have for them and
the person receiving them. If you are unsure on how to talk to your children, then you can search the links below
where there are sections on different types of online safety concerns and advice.

Online safety | Essex Police



https://www.essex.police.uk/advice/advice-and-information/online-safety/online-safety/
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Safeguarding, sexting and sharing nudes | NSPCC Learning

10 June

| began my shift with Braintree LPT (Local Policing Team) for a 999-emergency response incident in Stansted village,
due to the report we travelled on blue lights & sirens to get to the scene. This is a little bit different for me due to
the benefits of working almost entirely in one town as a Community Special, where | can generally get to any
location within 5 minutes. We arrived at the incident safely and we managed the scene until dedicated Roads
Policing Officers arrived to take over. While in the area we then attended a domestic violence incident in Little
Hallingbury which resulted in an arrest and safeguarding for the victim.

| returned to Braintree where | collected my own vehicle and headed over to Witham, first visiting the town centre
to check on the library and Mayland Road, both areas of previous anti-social behaviour, but pleased to see no issues.
| try to split my patrol time across different parts of Witham and for this shift | wanted to try and provide a visible
presence both mobile and on foot in the west. This took me up Spa Road and on to the Humber Road estate where |
had been receiving information from residents of suspicious vehicles frequenting a particular road. The reports are
submitted as intelligence reports and allow us to target our patrols to investigate and hopefully address any criminal
activity. Although nothing seen at this time, hopefully the visible marked police car provides some reassurance to
residents that we are out and about responding to their needs.

| next headed up Flora Road and into Honeysuckle Way, which then began the first of 2 incidents, the first time |
rounded the bend at the bottom of Honeysuckle Way | disturbed 2 riders on illegal off road motorbikes with both
speeding off, one through an alleyway on to the field and another across the pavement and onto the road. Due to
the potential risks in a built up area | did not pursue but did carry out an area search and information received
recently has identified a potential location where the bikes are stored for future action. | continued my patrols and
another circuit of Honeysuckle Way then saw another Electric Motorbike evade me from outside of the convenience
store. Initially | stayed at the location to engage with a group of teenagers | knew from the area to see if they were
able to help identify the rider and we had a positive discussion around the legality of Electric Bikes and the
classification according to the current UK law.

| left the area via Bramble Road and as | was about to head back towards the town | thought | caught a glimpse of a
motorbike going into Rosebay Close, following my instinct | turned into Rosebay Close as | saw the back wheel turn
into Speedwell Close, | continued to follow and saw the Electric Motorbike rider stopped behind the garages. Leaving
my vehicle, | approached on foot and cornered the rider allowing me to deal with both him and the E-Motorbike
with a Section 59 issued to prevent it being used again in public. If the rider now uses it again or is seen riding any
other vehicle in the next 12 months, or the motorbike is seen again being ridden by another person — it will be seized
and disposed. With the age of the rider, his parent came to the scene and explained that it had been purchased for
track riding — a location specifically designed to be able to ride quad bikes, motorbikes and this type of E-Motorbike,
which is the correct place to use them and not on the roads or footpaths around Witham.



https://learning.nspcc.org.uk/online-safety/sexting-sharing-nudes-semi-nudes?ac=225100
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13* June

| started at Braintree Station where | compiled 2 intelligence reports from information shared to me on my previous
patrol before heading over to Witham to begin my day. | parked in the Newlands Drive car park before walking
through the Newlands Shopping Centre talking with stall holders and pausing at the entrance to the centre on
Newland Street for a short time to build my visibility.

S | -y
| continued down Newland Street, crossing into Kings Chase, to patrol through the park before crossing Maldon Road
and entering the Grove Centre where | began my Community Beat Surgery outside The Witham Hub. Initially it
seemed very quiet, however, | started to meet with an increasing number of people who came up to speak to me
about recent issues in neighbouring areas including several vehicles dotted about the Witham estates and positive
interaction with families who wanted their children to meet a policeman. Once again, my traditional custodian
helmet sparked conversation around my “bobby on the beat” image and provoked stories from people’s youthful
days.

At the conclusion of the 2 hours beat surgery | headed on to Mayland Road and up to Roslyn House to meet with the
owner and review the progress of the refurbishment. The building which had been standing empty for so many
years, attracted significant anti-social behaviour and criminal damage, but now the inside of the building was fresh
and fully restored. This had been possible with targeted interventions with the groups of children that had previously
frequented the location and increased visibility in the area. A few steps along the road and | visited the library where
again they had seen a huge improvement with the behaviour of the teenagers that had visited the library, with
almost no anti-social behaviour or disruption.

| returned to my vehicle via the Newlands Shopping Precinct and headed over to Guithavon Valley following a report
that a wooden gate had been opened along the footpath which provided access to private property. | had previously
visited the area due to reports of children discovering a den like area and | secured the gate before moving on to my
next location at Dorothy Sayers Drive. Unfortunately, there had been a report from a resident that during the
previous day, children had been on the roof and torn away the boarding which was securing the entry to the derelict
flat. Although the flat is derelict the damage caused over previous break-ins has left sharp glass shards everywhere
with the floors and roof unstable. It is extremely dangerous for anyone to enter these buildings, and | urge you to
educate children of the dangers as well as the impact of criminal behaviour.
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| left the area and visited nearby Hatfield Peverel to check on the shops and library, and | am still working with the
officer investigating the recent shoplifting incident during the school half term. Returning to Witham | visited the
ASDA store to discuss a recent shoplifter that has developed a certain time pattern and will look at other CCTV in the
area to try and determine the identity of the suspect. This spate of shoplifting has been reported to police which will
allow me to support the investigation process. | moved from the store up to Colne Chase to follow up on an online
report of “door kicking” by school aged children on properties along the edge of the field. While this may seem a
low-level offence compared with some crimes, it can significantly affect people living in their homes, especially if
they are vulnerable. | did engage with a large family gathering to celebrate a birthday and was asked if | could pose
with the birthday person to which | happily obliged.

| returned to my car and carried out CCTV scoping to support an investigation, following an incident involving a dog
on Bramble Road and with this complete | returned to my mobile patrols. Within a few minutes an incident of a
missing child was reported in the area, and | began a search for the young person. | visited the Witham Football Club,
the ASDA store, Rosebay Close park, Flora Road park and conducted foot patrol close to his home but it was a group
of older children that | had spoken to near to ASDA that alerted staff at the 4G football pitches where he was found.
Unfortunately, he had sustained injuries after trying to climb on to the pitch and this resulted in a further call for an
Ambulance to take him off to hospital with his parent for checks. | can confirm that he was very lucky but will
recover fully.

| finally finished my shift a full 12 hours after | started.

15% June

| had been asked to support a community engagement visit to White Notley for Beavers & Squirrels (Young Cub
Scouts) and in company with PC Hammond & PC Roper we travelled in the marked police van. Unfortunately, the
moment we arrived we had to immediately leave PC Hammond and head to Witham following a large disturbance
on Humber Road. | knew all the parties involved and this helped to identify people to the other officers who had
called for assistance and to disperse the groups. With one person safely detained and now in the back of another
police car we were then redirected to another immediate assistance incident in Black Notley. The van has a secure
cell in the rear, and this was needed to transport an agitated person. Due to the person having a recent injury which
had not been treated we were instructed by our custody team that they would need to be assessed by the hospital
first and we headed to Broomfield A&E. This was the start of a much longer night, where we had to restrain the male
several times outside the department.

While | waited next to the van with our detainee | saw an elderly gentleman walking towards me and he informed
me that “It was a waste of time and that he couldn’t stay here in the queue any longer and that he would rather go
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home and die there” Obviously taken aback, | empathised with the man but | was able to convince him to give it
another 10 minutes and that | would be waiting nearby. His daughter silently thanked me before they returned to
the queue, | stood nearer to the entrance and several times he looked back and smiled, eventually getting through
to see the triage team. Almost 2 hours later the daughter came out to see me and thanked me again saying “Thank
you so much, he was admitted straight to Majors and is now receiving a transfusion — you have saved his life
tonight” Such a small act on my part but it shows the value of simple communication. We were not quite done with
helping people while we waited however, and while | spoke to a person in mental health crisis, PC Roper assisted
with a concern from Ambulance regarding a heavily intoxicated 12 year old girl who had been recovered in
Chelmsford and then with the assistance of another Neighbourhood Policing team that had accompanied us to
hospital, we intervened to prevent another person self-harming in the car park.

Fortunately, by the time all these incidents were dealt with, we were relieved by the night turn officers looking after
our detainee and we returned to finish to Braintree Police Station to finish our shift.

17" June

| began my shift with a visit to Cypress Road following a recent report that young people had been gathering in the
stairwell of the flats, causing a nuisance & potentially using drugs. When | arrived, there was nobody around but
from the rubbish left behind it was evident that there had been a group here. On a windowsill was evidence of the
use of cannabis and | will be visiting the location again, however, in this instance the issue should be reported to
your housing group as well.

| next stopped on Bramble Road following another report of anti-social behaviour involving teenagers riding E-
Scooters on the pavements and roads and mention of several NO2 cannisters which are misused to give a quick
artificial 'high'. On arrival there was no one present, but | did confiscate the cylinders for disposal. An area search
was carried out on the estate but no further trace of the E-Scooters.

| patrolled the Humber Road estate with foot patrol for visibility & reassurance following an incident in the last few
days before heading out to Hatfield Peverel for an incident involving off road motorbikes. Although there was no
sign of them, | have obtained additional information which is building a pattern of behaviour for future action
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against the riders. During my mobile patrols | located a suspicious vehicle which made off on seeing me and a police
information report has been submitted and the vehicle added to the ANPR hotlist for 24 hours.

| returned to Witham where | parked up in Mill Lane for a short while to monitor traffic and then moved up to
outside the Town Hall where | had positive engagement with people out and about before | started a foot patrol. |
checked the areas around the library before meeting up with Braintree NPT officers in the Newlands Shopping
Centre.

| finished my shift with the sound of cheering from the nearby pub as England scored again in the World Cup. | am
pleased to report that there were no issues during or following the game.

20" June

Witham Special Constable Connor Penrose took out the TruCam speed measuring device in Witham visiting sites on
Hatfield Road and Gershwin Boulevard to support the Safer Street Partnership. Unlike the SL700 device we have
been using previously, the TruCam is set to capture an image and the speed of a vehicle and writes this to a memory
card without the requirement for the officer to stop the vehicle and manually complete a Traffic Offence Report. This
device can capture multiple infringements, increase officer safety particularly when single crewed and prevents
disruption to other road users. Following an assessment from the Road Safety Team tickets are automatically sent to
the vehicle owners address.
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His actions resulted in 32 vehicles captured exceeding the 30mph speed limit in both locations. To compliment these
actions SC Penrose conducted patrols on Maldon Road, Spa Road and Allectus Way to provide visibility and
reassurance.

24" June

| began with a visit to Dorothy Sayers Drive due to reports that builders had begun clearing the derelict flats. When |
arrived there was a significant amount of building waste and easy access to the site which included live power to
several of the flats presenting a greater risk. Children have been attracted to the area over the last 5 years which has
seen criminal damage and anti-social behaviour. | will be contacting the builders to try and make the site inaccessible
while undergoing their work.

| stopped a vehicle on Forest Road following a patrol on Southfields and then seeing it appear at different roads
around Conrad & Forest Road. Details have been recorded due to historic markers on the vehicle, but everything
appeared to be in order, and | moved on to Cypress Road. No further signs of the anti-social issues at the flats were
observed and | headed back towards the town centre after dropping in at the train station to provide visibility.

| parked up behind the library to conduct foot patrols and when | entered, | was appraised of a mysterious 'wanted'
character hidden in the library. With my 'coppers nose' | managed to locate him almost immediately - much to the
surprise of the staff!

990 orts by
B

| walked in to town and stood prominently for a while outside the Newlands Shopping Centre before patrolling
through the Grove Centre and returning to my car.
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| was asked if | could assist an investigation into a vehicle theft with CCTV scoping and conducted a thorough search,
identifying possible sources before updating the investigation log. | was also able to engage with some children in
the nearby green space who were familiar with seeing me about the town.

| had heard about a person seen behind the library in Hatfield Peverel several nights in a row and sure enough when
| arrived, | was able to engage, gather details and investigate the circumstances. After running several police checks
with our control centre, we had a chat and then moved on to visit the nearby store that had been targeted during
the last half term school break. Providing an update to the owner | headed back towards my vehicle before being
confronted by a very angry resident who demanded to know why Essex Police had disturbed his night's sleep a few
days earlier. Fortunately, | was able to defuse and direct his frustration and provided a method for him to report this
as a complaint to Essex Police...and he departed after thanking me.

| had seen a young man pacing up and down nearby and when | was alone again, he approached me. This proved
extremely brave for him, because he then explained that his mental health was suffering badly due to the loss of a
family member to suicide. This had happened several years earlier, but everyday triggers saw him sink lower into his
thoughts. We spoke about anything and everything, we went through how the various mental health teams were
working with him, the previous police engagements, ambulance interventions and we talked about some potentially
positive actions that he could try. There was no rush, no judgement and no expectation but after 30-45 minutes he
thanked me for lifting him up and making him feel content from his earlier conflicted state.

There was no incident here in Hatfield Peverel, just part of a visible patrol and within an hour | had spoken to 4 very
different people, | listened, provided advice, gave my time and reassurance - this is a behind the scenes snapshot of
a Community Officers role and although it cannot be directly measured, is core to working in a neighbourhood
environment.

After mobile patrols in the village, | returned to Witham where | parked up near the River Walk at Guithavon Valley
and proceeded on foot to the weir and then on to ASDA and the Spa Road park, engaging positively as | met people
along the route. This brought an end to my patrols as the temperature finally dropped to 24 degrees as the sun
disappeared over Witham.

26" June

| started in Witham in company with PC Edwards and we visited Laburnum Way due to reports of builders on site at
the derelict flats and | wanted to exchange contact details so we could stay in touch if there were any issues in the
future.
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We moved on to the Town centre, calling in at the Town Hall to record a crime following the discovery of a damaged
memorial bench at Whetmead Nature Reserve.

| had been asked to visit a shop on the High street due to an ongoing complaint and then we carried out a short foot
patrol visiting several other stores to provide reassurance and visibility, however, due to the intense heat we
returned to our vehicle and the relief of the air conditioning!

We made a short visit to Hatfield Peverel to follow up on an enquiry from a few days earlier, before calling in at the
COOP following a report of theft involving children. When | reviewed the CCTV | was able to clearly identify the
suspect, and this took us back to Witham to call on their parent.

With a positive discussion with the parent, we left to head down to the ASDA store where we parked up to conduct a
short foot patrol up to the weir. We located about 15 young children who were either in the river or sitting by the
gauging station. They all quickly assembled around us and listened as we discussed water safety with them. This is a
critical message now due to the recent tragedies during the previous hot weather that resulted in 19 people losing
their lives of which 13 were children.

If you would like to find out more and be able to talk with your children, then please follow the link below

Water Safety

We returned to the ASDA store to obtain CCTV and a witness statement for a recent shoplifting incident to support
CID who needed the information quickly due to the suspect currently in custody.

With this complete we conducted one more mobile patrol through the town before completing our shift.

27" June

| arrived in the Newlands Drive car park and headed through the market in Newlands Drive to visit Polly’s Pie & Mash
shop following a report of the premises being insecure. When | arrived a staff member greeted me and explained
that when she arrived to open the café one of the plate glass front doors was completely smashed. Fortunately, it
did not appear that this was to enter the shop after the staff member confirmed that there had been no further
damage or items missing and the alarm had not been triggered. The glass had been cleared up and with no other
signs of what may have caused the damage | left to begin enquiries with businesses close to the scene. | was able to
find out that this may have been damaged accidentally but | have recorded a criminal damage for further
investigation.



https://www.essex-fire.gov.uk/water
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| returned to my car following more interactions with stallholders and headed to my next location to support
ChipFest, the annual fete at Chipping Hill school. Once parked | was able to open my marked police van and it quickly
filled with children trying on hats, posing for photographs in the “cage” and asking lots of interesting questions. | also
got to speak with lots of parents, and it was nice to be recognized in my role around Witham.

With a Fire Truck attending we had a great time entertaining the visitors on a very hot day!

As the fete ended, | patrolled briefly through the town centre before heading to the Medieval Fayre at St. Nicolas
Church on Chipping Hill. As | strolled around the fayre | met many of the residents, | normally see in the town centre,
before coming across the Mayor having wet sponges thrown at him! With the high temperature | couldn’t resist and
volunteered to stand the next time — which | only partly regretted, when a young girl armed with 6 cold wet sponges
managed to hit me squarely with every single one! At least it was refreshing...

With a final walk around the church grounds, | headed back to my vehicle and back towards the town centre where |
was flagged down on Mill Lane by a group of people concerned for the welfare of a person laying on the pavement.
They were already on the phone to 999 and | thanked them before taking over, but this was a real positive show of
community spirit. When the paramedics arrived on scene, we were able to get the person safely into the ambulance
for further observations before it was agreed that a hospital visit was necessary.

When | was able to leave the scene, | started my return journey back to Braintree Police Station but just before | got
back, | was diverted to help another single crewed officer attending a disturbance in the MacDonalds car park on
Galleys Corner. With this resolved quickly | finally completed my shift for the day.

This concludes the report for June

Stay up to date with the latest policing news by signing up to our weekly e-newsletter
www.essex.police.uk/dispatch

Essex Police
ech Weekly Update



https://eur03.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.essex.police.uk%2Fdispatch&data=05%7C02%7CSimon.Jesse%40essex.police.uk%7Ccbcc40a250704122ecd408dd127f5e92%7Cf31b07f09cf940db964d6ff986a97e3d%7C0%7C0%7C638687060480767951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=tTIHLIGqlHbqCzRFM9ff4xkGR82lqkAeYexPZYG3qe0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.essex.police.uk/police-forces/essex-police/areas/essex-police/au/about-us/dispatch/
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CrimeStoppers. 0800 555 111

Speak up. Stay safe. 100% anonymous. Always.

StreetLink - Connecting people sleeping rough to local services

You can find Witham Community Special Constable patrol updates on Twitter / X by searching and
following

Essex Police Witham (@EPWitham) / Twitter

Contact Essex Police
Emergency call 999

Non-Emergency 101 or M Report it Online

https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/



https://thestreetlink.org.uk/
https://twitter.com/EPWitham
https://www.essex.police.uk/ro/report/ocr/af/how-to-report-a-crime/

