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AGENDA

Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Tuesday, 2nd September 2008

Time:
7.30pm
Place:

Town Hall, 61 Newland Street, Witham.

Members are requested to attend the above meeting to transact the following business.  Members are respectfully reminded that each item on this Agenda should be carefully examined.  If you have any interest, it must be duly declared.

Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)




B.J.
Fleet

(Vice Chairman)



Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow




P.A.
Heath




M.C.M.
Lager

S.J.

Lambourne


Mrs
P.M.
Lee


Mrs
J.M.
Money


N.D.
Scales


Mrs
K.E.
Tearle

W.S.

Tearle


APOLOGIES

1.
MINUTES


To receive the Minutes of the Meetings held 8th July and 11th August 2008 (previously circulated).

2.
INTERESTS

To receive any declaration of interests that Members may wish to give notice thereof on matters pertaining to any item on this Agenda. 


ADJOURNMENT

An adjournment to enable members of the press and public present to comment upon any item on the Agenda.

3.
VISION FOR WITHAM
Councillor Graham Butland, Leader of Braintree District Council will give a presentation on his Council’s Vision for Witham.  (Minute 36 of Environment Committee Meeting held 8th July 2008 refers).
4.
TREE PLANTING


To receive a report (attached).  Mr Stephen Lester, Landscape Officer, Braintree District Council, will be attending the Meeting to expedite this matter.
5.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

To receive the Town Clerk’s report on matters arising (attached). 

6. PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

To receive the Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 14th and 28th July, and 11th and 26th August 2008 (previously circulated).

7. RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

(a)
MINUTES

To receive the Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 17th July 2008 (previously circulated).
(b) LITTER ADJACENT TO THE VIADUCT

To receive a report (attached).

8. PARKING ON HUMBER ROAD ESTATE 

To receive a report.

9. CARBON FOOTPRINT GROUP

To receive a report (attached).

10.
ZEBRA CROSSING – CONRAD ROAD

To note that confirmation has been received from Essex County Council that funding has now been made available for the zebra crossing to be installed this financial year.

11.
CANCELLATION OF ELEVEN BRAINTREE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW POLICIES


To receive and note a letter from Braintree District Council (attached).

12. BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT (DPD)

To receive a report (attached).

13.
ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST

To note that an acknowledgement has been received for renewal of membership and to consider the mechanism for deciding who should be given the four permits to visit reserves. 

14.
FUNDING FOR HIGHWAYS PROJECTS


To receive a report (attached).

15.
HGV ROUTES/PLANNING CONDITIONS

To receive a report (attached).

16.
HIGHWAY DEFECTS/POTHOLES


To receive and note the attached press release.

17.
WITHAM TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT LIAISON MEETING

To receive and note the Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd June 2008 (attached) and to note that the next Meeting will be held on 7th October 2008 

18.
NEWSPAPER VENDOR – ALBERT ROAD


To receive a report (attached).

19.
STANSTED SECOND RUNWAY APPLICATION


To receive a report (attached).

20.
ALLOTMENTS


To receive a report (attached).

21.
RESIDENTS’ PARKING IN GUITHAVON STREET

To receive a report (attached).
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


TO RESOLVE That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

22.
CRITTALL BRIDGE BOWLS’ CLUB


To receive a report (attached).

23.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

To consider whether the item discussed in Private Session could be moved into the Public Domain.

Audrey Harrington (Mrs)

Town Clerk

AH/GK/DC/26-08-08 

	TREE PLANTING                                              Agenda Item 4


	Background Papers:

Minutes 17 and 27 refer.

Report from Mr Lester (attached).




	Summary:
Members will remember that proposed tree planting locations had been identified by Ward Members and an initial meeting held with Mr Stephen Lester, Landscape Officer at Braintree District Council. The Projects Officer has since met with Mr Lester on 19th August 2008.

Mr Lester, has now completed a survey of potential planting sites in Witham and asks that Members prioritise the locations for planting.  No statutory undertakers enquiries have yet been completed.

The tree planting scheme offered by the Rural Community Council of Essex in conjunction with Essex County Council will not be appropriate for these locations as only whips are provided not the more substantial trees required in an urban situation.  These whips would be suitable to replace those trees lost through fire at James Cooke Wood and this is being pursued by the Projects Officer.  




	Financial Implications:

There is £3,000 currently in the tree budget.  Suitable trees will cost in the region of £30 - £40.  It would be hoped that some of the planting could be undertaken by the Open Spaces Operatives but in the event of dry weather the need to water trees should be taken into consideration.


	Advice:

To receive the report and to prioritise locations.
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(Pages 2 – 6 are not available on-line)

PRIVATE 

	TOWN CLERK’S REPORT                             Agenda Item 5


	Summary:
To note the following matters that have arisen since the last Meeting –

Minute 27 – Tree Planting  At the Town Council Meeting on 4.8. 2008 (Minute 32(b) refers) the Chairman intimated that a full report concerning the potential to create a new community woodland would be taken to this Meeting, however the land in question has since been sold.

Minute 32 – Entrances to the Town  To note that no response has yet been received from the Local Committee with regard to funding.




	Advice:

To receive and note the report.
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PRIVATE 

	                                                                               Agenda Item 7(b)

RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD WORKING PARTY – LITTER ADJACENT TO THE VIADUCT


	Background Papers:

Minute 29 of the Environment Committee Meeting held 8.7.2008

Defra’s Code of Practice on Litter and Refuse obtainable on line at www.defra.gov.uk/environment/localenv/litter/code/index.htm 


	Summary:

Members will remember that it had been agreed at the last Meeting not to pursue the suggestion that the Town Council maintains the area under the railway viaduct but that the District Council be asked to provide details of its legal requirement for litter picking that area.

The District Council has stated that the amount of littering there is in an area and the type of area, will determine the Council’s response.  It would seem that this area has not been put on the rota for regular litter picks hence the reason it is badly littered.  The area has been litter picked and the monitoring officer will ensure that it is kept clean.




	Advice:

To receive and note the information and to monitor the situation.
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PRIVATE 

	CARBON FOOTPRINT GROUP                                   Agenda Item


	Background Papers:
Minute 31 of the Environment Committee Meeting held 8.7.2008 refers.

Report from the Town Clerk (attached).

Planning for sustainable design and construction – Interim Guidance and Checklist (both available on line at www.braintree.gov.uk )




	Summary:
In response to the Town Council’s request that energy efficient homes and improvements should be a condition for any planning consent, the District Council has sent the Interim Guidance and Checklist.  Items covered are energy, transport, pollution, materials, water, land use and ecology, health and wellbeing, and management. An example question is ‘What provision for rainwater harvesting and grey water recycling has been included in the development?’  The developer has to state how the issue has been addressed or why it has been unable to do so. 




	Advice:
To receive and note the report.
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(Agenda Pages 10, 11 and 12 not available on-line)

PRIVATE 

	                                                                                                 Agenda Item 12

BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT


	Background Papers:

A letter from Braintree District Council


	Summary:

Braintree District Council is commencing work on its Development Control Development Plan Document (DPD) that will contain the policies that determine planning applications.  Part of the process is to consult stakeholders to establish what content and policies the document should include, hence views are requested.


	Advice:

Members should consider whether they would like to comment at this stage or to form a small group to discuss the matter further perhaps with a member of the planning policy team at Braintree District Council.
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	FUNDING FOR HIGHWAYS PROJECTS              Agenda Item 14


	Background Papers:

Press Release from Essex County Council.


	Summary:
Information has been received concerning the Essex County Council’s Community Initiatives Fund which now provides funding for highways projects.

Eligible projects include speed indicator devices, village gateways, dropped kerbs at crossings and hard standing at bus stops.  Projects are limited to £25,000 for any application.

Suggestions from Members are as follows –

· Speed reduction measures in Gershwin Boulevard

· Extend the bus stop at the station to allow newspaper van to remain

· Improve Town Gateways

· Increase width of road by grass triangle o/s 81 - 97 Glebe Crescent or install grasscrete

· Widen road to create a right hand turn lane for traffic from The Grove onto Colchester Road

· Re-surface Guithavon Street

· Speed indicator at Chipping Hill




	Advice:
To receive the information and to consider referring possible highways projects to the area highways manager.
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PRIVATE 

	HGV ROUTES/PLANNING CONDITIONS                                      Agenda Item 15


	Background Papers:
Email from Mrs Wilson.


	Summary:
Councillor B.J. Fleet asked that this matter be referred to the Environment Committee.

Mrs Wilson has complained specifically about TMC gravel lorries using Avenue Road as a short cut.  It is understood that conditions of planning consent may also have been contravened in relation to the ‘Farm Reservoir’ in Cressing Road where the lorries have collected aggregate.  Her complaints regarding bad driving will be referred to the Community Committee.




	Advice:
To receive the report and to consider -

· A request to Essex County Council to consider ways to ensure that lorries keep to designated routes

· Writing to Essex County Council complaining that the planning conditions in relation to the ‘Farm Reservoir’ in Cressing Road are not being complied with.
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(Agenda Pages 16 – 26 unavailable on line)

	NEWSPAPER VAN, WITHAM RAILWAY STATION     Agenda Item 18


	Background Papers:

Letter to Councillor W.S. Tearle from Essex County Council (attached)

Letter from Councillor Dr. R.L. Evans (attached)


	Summary:
It is understood that Mr Rao unfortunately allowed his street trader’s licence to lapse and he was not granted a new one for his van that parks outside the railway station in the morning.  There has been a van selling newspapers at the station for a great many years and commuters have complained strongly that this service is now in jeopardy.


	Advice:
To receive the information and to consider what action should be taken by the Town Council.
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(Pages 28 – 31 not available on line)

PRIVATE 

	STANSTED SECOND RUNWAY APPLICATION             Agenda Item 19


	Background Papers:
Minute 109 of Environment Committee Meeting held 17th March 2008

Email from Stop Stansted Expansion




	Summary:

Members will remember that the Stop Stansted Expansion campaign requested the opportunity to give a presentation to the Town Council.  It was agreed that it would be inappropriate to limit the presentation to just the Town Council and the matter was referred to the District Council.

We have now received an email asking if the Town Council would like to give oral evidence at the public inquiry.  There is also a reminder that the closing date for comments to Uttlesford District Council is 26th September 2008.




	Advice:

To receive the report and to consider whether to make any representations in this matter bearing in mind the impact of the airport on the town and the residents who are employed there.



Agenda Page 32

	ALLOTMENTS                                                  Agenda Item 20


	Background Papers:
Minutes 114 of Environment and 30 of Resources Committee.

Notes of a Meeting held with the Allotment Holders on 23.7.2008 (attached)

Model Constitution and Rules for an allotment society

Report and costings of the Halstead allotments (attached).

Information from Councillor N.D. Scales relating to boundary fencing (attached).




	Summary:

Following the District Council’s decision to encourage self management of allotments by town councils and allotment associations a subsequent Meeting was held.  The allotment holders were keen to work towards an element of self management in partnership with the Town Council.  It was agreed that suitable fencing must be erected before the allotments are taken over.  




	Financial Implications:
At present there are approximately 90 allotments, as they fall vacant they will be divided to provide smaller more manageable plots.  This number is about 25% of the allotments at Halstead.  Staffing costs at Halstead are estimated in the region of £6,000 but to set up the system in Witham will obviously take time.

There is no budget at present for allotments.




	Advice:

To receive the report and to resolve to take over management of the allotments in partnership with the allotment holders.
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Notes of a Meeting held 23rd July 2008 with Allotment Holders

Present:
Councillors
M.C.M.
Lager



P.R.
Barlow



B.J. 
Fleet



S.E.
Hicks



N.D.
Scales


Mrs
K.E. 
Tearle


Mr
R.
Flint


Mrs
C.
Othen


Mr
P.
Othen


Mr
R.
Playle


Mr
B
Stevens


Mr
K.
Taylor


Ms
H.
Waring

Councillor Lager welcomed the Allotment Holders to the meeting to discuss the outcome of the District Council’s Cabinet Meeting, in particular that an approach of self management by town/parish councils and allotment associations be adopted.  He spoke of the need to ensure that allotment sites are improved before they are taken over and to consider that whilst at present the allotment holders are keen for an element of ‘self management’ what would happen if this enthusiasm was to wane.  

The Allotment Holders agreed to work towards an element of self management and agreed their preferred choice would be for the Town Council to be their partner.

A number of issues were identified –

Local Allotment Association
Mr Flint explained that at present there was no local allotment association but he had joined the National Association.  It was agreed that he would obtain a sample constitution.

Publicity
It would be necessary to contact all the allotment holders and therefore Mr Playle would write a letter and ask Braintree District Council to send this to the sixty or seventy allotment holders.

Rent
The collection and setting of rent would need to be considered.  In the past the allotment holders were prepared to accept an increase in rent for better facilities.  It was agreed 
Agenda Page 34
that the present date that the rents are due is not appropriate with the growing season and the Town Clerk undertook to clarify the situation.

Allotments
It was agreed that powers would be required to ensure that the allotments are tended but it was recognised that some sub-division, by agreement, could ease this and the problem of waiting lists.

The Allotment Holders should also detail their requirements.
Security of Site
Everyone agreed that the security of the allotments was paramount and that it was necessary to ensure that suitable fencing is erected before taking over the allotments.  It was understood that Mr Day, Braintree District Council had previously drawn up a specification for a secure fence around the allotments in Cut Throat Lane.  The Town Clerk detailed the requirements in being able to erect a solid, pronged, security fence.  It was noted that the District Council would not be able to provide funding for a fence until 2009/10 however earlier funding through the Witham Local Committee, Greenfields’ Community Grant and the County Council’s Initiative Fund might be possible.

The Town Clerk would obtain the specification for the fence from Nick Day and circulate to the Allotment Holders for their comments.

The Town Clerk undertook to speak with Melvyne Crow at Braintree District Council concerning the possible pollarding of trees and the hedge at Cut Throat Lane before any fence is erected.

It was agreed to work towards the end of March as being the date to take on management of the allotments and that a further meeting should be held probably in the autumn.

Councillor Lager thanked everyone for attending and was encouraged by the progress made.

AH/GK28.7.2008
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(Agenda Page 36 not available on line)

File Note

Allotments

I spoke to Sheena at Halstead Town Council this morning concerning allotments.

Halstead Town Council successfully runs the local allotments and has been cited by Braintree District Council as a model.

Sheena explained that from this September the cost of allotments will rise from £1 per rod to £1.50.  Historically an allotment is ten rods but as they become vacant she is splitting them into two smaller allotments.  She finds that they are more manageable and the allotment holders keep on top of the work, in addition it helps reduce the waiting list.

She said that the allotments are expensive to run and the rents obviously do not cover the costs, the main expenditure is on security, fencing of sites and the provision of new padlocks and keys.  She said that the Town Council in addition to the administration also strims the pathways, cuts back brambles and trims back trees.

Sheena is responsible for the annual invoicing of rents which is time consuming, as she will then need to chase those who have not paid.  She also maintains the waiting list.

On some sites an allotment holder will be a voluntary warden and will inform Sheena of any problems.  If the allotments are not being maintained, after an inspection she will give a warning and if there are no improvements she will make the decision to withdraw the lease.  She normally makes 4 or 5 site visits a year.

Halstead has upwards of 400 allotments.  They have three large sites and the three small sites have between 2 and 15 allotments.  Despite recently increasing a site and creating 30 new plots, there are still 25 people on the waiting list.

Geraldine Kennedy

4.8.2008
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(Agenda page 38 not available on-line)

PRIVATE 

	RESIDENTS’ PARKING IN GUITHAVON STREET     Agenda Item 21


	Background Papers:

Minutes 92 and 107 refer

Letter from Braintree District Council


	Summary:
Mr Nye complained earlier in the year that short term parking bays in Guithavon Street had been changed to residents’ parking bays that were dramatically underused.  The Catholic Church added to the complaints explaining that carers dropping off children at the Pre-school had been inconvenienced and women volunteers were now forced to use the car park late at night.  Essex County Council had stated that they would not consider re-instating the bay.

Mr Nye undertook a comprehensive survey and Members considered that the new scheme was not working.  Information regarding the number of permits issued was sought from Braintree District Council.

A reply has now been received from Braintree District Council explaining that there are eleven active resident parking permits issued.  Each resident is also entitled to up to three visitors’ permits but no information on numbers is available.  There are approximately ninety metres of residents parking.




	Advice:
To receive the report and to consider writing to Essex County Council formally requesting that the short term parking bay be re-introduced.
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(Agenda Page 40 is in Private Session)
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