Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 2nd September 2008.  Cont’d.
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B.J.
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(Vice Chairman in the Chair)




P.R.
Barlow




S.E.
Hicks
(arrived 7.32 p.m.)




M.C.M.
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(arrived 7.40 p.m.)

Mrs
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N.D.
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Mrs
K.E.
Tearle

W.S.

Tearle


Councillors:
G. 

Butland
Braintree District Council


Dr.
R.L.
Evans

Braintree District Council

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.A. Heath and Mrs P.M. Lee and Councillor M.C.M. Lager who would be late.
40.
MINUTES





RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings held 8th 



July and 11th August 2008 be confirmed as a true record 



and signed by the Chairman.
41.
INTERESTS


Councillors P.R. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and Mrs J.M. Money all declared a personal 
interest in Minute 52 – Essex Wildlife Trust, as they are members of the trust.

Councillor N.D. Scales declared a personal interest in Minute 57 – Newspaper 
Vendor – Albert Road, as he uses this facility.


Later in the Meeting at Minute 58 – Stansted Second Runway Application, 
Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest as he has a 
relative that works at Stansted Airport.


Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived at the Meeting.


ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for comment from the member of the press present.
Ms Louise Cooper asked for Members opinion regarding the nil investment in the town for industry despite the increase in new housing.

The Chairman was not sure that this point would be covered by Councillor Butland’s presentation so therefore advised that she listen to the debate and ask questions after the Meeting.  The Chairman then reconvened the Meeting.

42.
VISION FOR WITHAM
The Chairman welcomed Councillor Graham Butland, Leader of Braintree District Council and his colleagues to the Meeting.
Councillor Butland thanked the Town Council for the invitation to explain the ‘Vision for Witham’.  He said that plans to revitalise the three town centres had been in his party’s manifesto and this was the first stage of that work.  He added that this is the time to listen to stakeholders’ comments and ideas.
Councillor Butland explained that each town had different circumstances.  In Witham the Newlands Precinct, which is an area in need of modernisation and regeneration, is part owned by the District Council with the retail section owned by a private company.  He considered this to be the ideal starting point to revitalise the town along with the proposals to work with the new Academies to provide new leisure facilities for Witham.  He explained that public consultation will take place this month and proposals referred to the Local Development Framework later this year.  
Councillor Butland said that the District Council’s consultants, Cushman and Wakefield had been in conversation with the owners of Newlands Precinct who appear keen to consider ways to improve the precinct and their investment.  
Councillor Butland then spoke of initial proposals to make the shopping centre more attractive to retailers and shoppers alike.  It was proposed to bring the shop frontages forward providing larger retail units with a covered walkway and incorporate residential development.  Proposed housing in Guithavon Street would need to be sympathetic with the buildings opposite and likewise whilst there is a temptation to provide a multi-storied car park, the proximity of the Church needs to be considered. Further housing is proposed in Collingwood Road and he suggested that there is potential to redevelop adjoining areas and the Council would be happy to discuss proposals with other landowners.  He reiterated that a significant face lift to the Precinct would improve the shopping experience and encourage new retailers.
Councillor M.C.M. Lager arrived at the Meeting.  

In answer to a question, Councillor Butland explained that he would be disappointed if no movement had been achieved within four years, however much would depend on present market conditions.  He said that consultation would take place within the next couple of months so that by the new year a development brief would be available.
Councillor N.D. Scales asked whether the improvements to the precinct would be achieved through demolition of the existing buildings or by extension, and asked about an anchor store for the development.  Councillor Butland replied that the increase in retail space would be achieved by bringing the existing frontages forward which would make the area more attractive and that it was understood that a supermarket had expressed an interest in coming to the town.

In answer to a question, Councillor Butland explained that no discussions had yet been held with the owners of the Iceland Store and he confirmed that there is better potential for a return in investment, by creating accommodation above the retail units.  Councillor P.R. Barlow also spoke of the valuable trading area that would be lost in Collingwood Road and the importance to the town and traders alike in retaining the market.  Councillor Butland confirmed that space would be available for market stalls.  Councillor Barlow understood the need to preserve the view of the Church but considered that it would be worth investigating decking the car park adjacent to the telephone exchange particularly if that area becomes available for redevelopment.
Whilst Councillor W.S. Tearle speaking of the need to encourage new retailers into the town, referred to the lack of infrastructure at the new Maltings Lane development and how residents travel to Chelmsford or Colchester rather than shop in the town.  Councillor Butland agreed the need to improve the retail experience and considered that with a good quality anchor store for Newlands others would follow.  
The Chairman considered that with the increasing population and new housing developments, the Council should be looking fifteen to twenty years ahead and planning ways to encourage residents to shop in the town.
Councillor S.E. Hicks suggested underground parking as a solution.  He was also concerned about the market site particularly the loss of permit holder car parking.  He was particularly annoyed that long established retailers had to close because of high rents and suggested that empty retail units should be subject to higher rates to encourage the owners to let the premises.  Councillor Butland acknowledged the point regarding underground car parking but explained that higher costs would be involved.  He recognised the need to keep space for market stalls and stressed that he wanted to work with the owners of the precinct who appeared genuinely interested in the proposed redevelopment.  
Councillor Mrs K.E. Tearle suggested that the market stalls would be better supported if they were to move into Newland Street and agreed with the suggestion of decking the car park adjacent to the telephone exchange.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager welcomed the proposals.  He said that it was good to hear that the District Council would be working with the private sector to rejuvenate the area which he considered to be out of date and of poor design.  He suggested that it would be unrealistic to demolish the precinct and therefore it was necessary to build on what is already available.  He considered that the proposals would not rule out the market being held either in the shopping centre or in Newland Street.  He agreed that decking the car park adjacent to the telephone exchange gave the potential of expansion, if the building was to be demolished.  He suggested that the area of Collingwood Road to the junction with Newland Street was an eyesore and could likewise be redeveloped making this a more comprehensive scheme.
Members agreed that Lockram Lane should not be ignored but asked that its historic presence be preserved.  Members were keen for the consultation to take place and for the scheme to come to fruition but referred again to the lack of facilities on the Maltings Lane development particularly that the business park will not be built until after the houses are completed.  Councillor Butland gave the assurance that the District Council had every resolve to redevelop the Newlands in partnership with the private sector.  He agreed that housing should be linked to employment.
Councillor Butland explained that there would be a Public Consultation on Wednesday, 17th September 2008 at the Public Hall and that the Local Committee would be involved in the Development Brief.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Butland and his colleagues for attending the Meeting.
43.
TREE PLANTING


The Chairman welcomed Mr Stephen Lester, Landscape Officer, Braintree District Council, to the Meeting and a report was received.

Mr Lester explained that he had visited the proposed sites and asked for Members’ opinions regarding priorities.


Members were conscious of the financial restraints on this project particularly as the £1.2million funding from Essex County Council would only provide whips that were unsuitable for urban settings.  It was agreed that a letter of complaint should be sent to Essex County Council.

After much discussion it was suggested that planting on the green at Ebenezer Close should be the first priority, followed by planting in Maldon Road, chestnut trees at the cemetery and additional planting at Highfields Road.  It was pointed out that consultation, particularly in Ebenezer Close should be undertaken.


Mr Lester undertook to complete the statutory undertakers enquiries.





RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the Cabinet Member 



of Essex County Council explaining that the whips are 



unsuitable for planting in an urban setting.




RESOLVED That the report be received and planting, as 



itemised above, be approved.

The Chairman raised the question of planting trees in containers along Newland Street.  Mr Lester explained the principles and it was agreed that a report from Mr Lester would be available for the next Meeting.


The Chairman thanked Mr Lester for attending the Meeting.
44.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report on matters arising was received.

It was agreed that the Local Committee should be asked for a response in regard to funding improvements to the entrances to the town.  It was also pointed out that the ‘Witham’ signs are now badly in need of being replaced.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and Essex 



County Council approached in regard to supplying new 



‘Witham’ signs. 

45.

PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 14th and 28th July, and 11th and 26th August 2008 were received.
It was agreed to write to Braintree District Council concerning membership of its Planning Committee.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
46.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

(a)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 17th July 2008 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
(b) LITTER ADJACENT TO THE VIADUCT

A report was received.
Members were pleased to note that the area adjacent to the viaduct will now be regularly litter picked and monitored.  It was also pointed out that Network Rail should be reminded of its obligations to regularly litter pick its land.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
47.
PARKING ON HUMBER ROAD ESTATE 

Members were informed that Councillor Miss L. Barlow has not yet completed her survey of the Humber Road estate.  It was agreed to await her report.



RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
48.

CARBON FOOTPRINT GROUP

A report was received concerning the Town Council’s measures taken to reduce its carbon footprint.
Members were pleased with the results which were a credit to Members and staff alike.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

49.
ZEBRA CROSSING – CONRAD ROAD

Members were informed that funding has now been made available for the proposed zebra crossing to be installed this financial year.

Members referred to the request for an additional crossing in Maldon Road.  The Town Clerk advised that there was no County Council funding available and that whilst there is no movement on the proposed development of the old Sunday Market site, there would be no Section 106 funding.  It was agreed that Essex County Council should be asked the priority rating for this crossing and costings to see whether the Town Council could part fund the project.



RESOLVED  That the information be received and 



welcomed.




RESOLVED  That Essex County Council be asked the 



priority rating for the proposed crossing in Maldon Road 



and probable costs.
50.
CANCELLATION OF ELEVEN BRAINTREE LOCAL PLAN REVIEW POLICIES


A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the cancellation 
of eleven Braintree Local Plan Review Policies.




RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
51.
BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL 
DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT (DPD)

A report was received concerning the District Council commencing work on its Development Control Development Plan Document that will contain the policies that determine planning applications.
It was agreed that a meeting with a District Council Planner might be useful to advise on appropriate policies for inclusion.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and a meeting 



sought with a Planning Officer.

52.
ESSEX WILDLIFE TRUST


Councillors P.R. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and Mrs J.M. Money had declared personal 
interests.

The Town Clerk advised Members that the Town Council has renewed its membership of the Essex Wildlife Trust and that four permits to visit reserves are available in the Town Hall Office.



RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted. 

53.
FUNDING FOR HIGHWAYS PROJECTS


A report was received concerning the Essex County Council’s Community 
Initiatives Fund which now provides funding for highways projects.  


Members discussed the list of suggested projects.  A proposal was made that 
rather than extend the bus stop at the station to allow the newspaper van to remain 
in-situ, the lay-by could have a single yellow line and the van relocated to that 
position..  




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 





suggestions, including the single yellow line at the lay-by 




outside the railway station, be referred en bloc to Essex 




County Council.

Councillors P.R. Barlow and Mrs K.E. Tearle left the Meeting at this point.

54.
HGV ROUTES/PLANNING CONDITIONS

A report was received concerning complaints about TMC gravel lorries using 
Avenue Road as a short cut.

Members discussed whether there was a planning condition on lorry movements 
from the Agricultural Reservoir in Cressing Road and that the complainant should 
have referred the matter of bad driving directly to the police.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Clerk seek clarification concerning possible planning 




conditions.

55.
HIGHWAY DEFECTS/POTHOLES


A press release was received concerning the pilot project to improve highway 
defects in the Braintree District.

Members welcomed the scheme but asked that it be extended to include footpath 
defects.





RESOLVED  That the press release be received and Essex 




County Council asked to extend the scheme to include 




footpath defects.
56.
WITHAM TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT LIAISON MEETING

The Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd June 2008 were received and Members informed that the next Meeting will be held on 7th October 2008.
Councillor S.E. Hicks, the Town Council representative explained that he would be unable to attend the next Meeting.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
57.
NEWSPAPER VENDOR – ALBERT ROAD


Councillor N.D. Scales had declared a personal interest.


A report was received concerning the newspaper vendor at the railway station.

Members were sympathetic to Mr Rao’s problems but recognised that they were 
unable to assist him directly.  It was considered that the best option, as discussed 
at Minute 53, was to allow him to use the lay-by directly outside the station which 
would cause little obstruction in the morning.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

Councillor W.S. Tearle left the Meeting at this point.
58.
STANSTED SECOND RUNWAY APPLICATION


Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the 
Council Chamber.


A report was received concerning the request for the Town Council to give 
evidence at the Public Enquiry.  

Members recognised both the employment benefits and the environmental impact 
of a second runway at Stansted Airport.  It was agreed not to give oral evidence at 
the Public Enquiry as it was considered that a decision would be made on the 
basis of the detailed reports and representations.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

Councillor S.E. Hicks returned to the Council Chamber.


Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting.

59.
ALLOTMENTS


A report was received concerning the District Council’s decision to encourage 
self management of allotments.

Members noted that the allotment holders are seeking to establish an Allotment 
Association but caution was advised with regard to the Town Council taking over 
management as it might not wish to subsidise the running of the allotments.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
60.
RESIDENTS’ PARKING IN GUITHAVON STREET

A report was received concerning the Residents’ Parking in Guithavon Street.

Members agreed that a letter should be sent to Essex County Council asking that 
in light of the information provided by Mr Nye, the additional residents’ 
parking bays, in particular the one adjacent to the church, should revert to short 
term parking.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and Essex 




County Council asked to reconsider its decision not to 




revoke the additional residents’ parking bays in Guithavon 




Street.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC




RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions 


to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded 


from the Meeting for the following items of business on the 

grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 


interest.

61.
CRITTALL BRIDGE BOWLS’ CLUB


A report was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted. 
62.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that Minute 61 – Crittall Bridge Bowls’ Club, should remain in Private Session.



RESOLVED  That Minute 61 – Crittall Bridge Bowls’ 



Club should remain in Private Session. 

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.30 p.m.
Councillor B.J. Fleet
Chairman


AH/GK/5.9.2008 

�








� The Town Clerk spoke to Alan Massow, Development Control, who advised that this is the opportunity for the Town Council to review matters and policies that it considers to be unsatisfactory and to ask for supplementary guidance and additional policies to be included in the Braintree Local Plan Review.  If such a policy is adopted Developers’ attention will be drawn to the Plan to take note of recommendations.


� Shelley Birch, Planning Officer at Essex County Council, has advised that the actual lorry routes outside the site cannot be prescribed however the following enforcement does exist – 60% of the lorries travel north away from Witham and 40% travel south through the town.  The later lorries are restricted from leaving the site between 08.15 – 08.45 and 15.15 – 15.45, school arrival and departure times.
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