Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 31st March 2008.  Cont’d
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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee

Date:

Monday, 31st March 2008



Present:
Councillors:

Mrs
J.M.

Money
   (Chairman)





Mrs
P.A.

Brunton






B.J.

Fleet







S.J.

Goodfellow





S.E.

Hicks
    (arrived 7.47 p.m.)
S.J.

Lambourne




Mrs
P.M.

Lee


B.

Rose

Also in attendance:
Councillor

M.C.M.
Lager


APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow and W.S. Tearle.

94.
MINUTES

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 5th February 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
95.
INTERESTS

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 100 – Secondary Education as his wife is employed at The Rickstones School.
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Councillor B. Rose declared a personal interest in Minute 107 – 24/7 Health in Mid Essex – Launch of Discussion Document, as he is employed in the Social Care sector.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest in Minute 97 – Town Clerk’s Report, as she is the complainant regarding the lack of assistance given to the disabled at the local civic amenity site.
Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 100 – Secondary Education in Witham as an Essex County Councillor he would be involved in the rebuilding of schools.

Later in the Meeting at Minute 104 (b) – Grant Aid – Home-Start, Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest as he has been involved in the provision of the Children’s Centre at Powers Hall End School.

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for comment by the members of press present but as none was made, reconvened immediately.

96.
POLICE LIAISON


(a)
The Chairman welcomed Police Sergeant Kerry Hackett and Police Community Support Officer Jackie Bardsley to the Meeting.

Sergeant Hackett explained that she was attending the Meeting as Inspector Murray is currently on annual leave.


Councillor B. Rose spoke of his concerns regarding Colne Chase and whether residents in that area had been contacted by PCSOs as part of their ‘door knocking’ initiative.  Sergeant Hackett explained that PCSOs now have to knock on fifty doors a month throughout the town.  The data base keeps details of who has been contacted in this way but not the dates.  She said that the area targeted for such an exercise is driven by complaints received or hotspots previously identified.


Councillor B. Rose explained his concerns regarding youths congregating and drinking in the Humber Road area and by the Rugby Club.  Sergeant Hackett believed that this is not at present a hotspot probably because of the recent cold weather.

Councillor B. Fleet asked what issues the Community Warden would report to police.  Sergeant Hackett said that in general it would be anti-social behaviour, criminal damage, graffiti and youth issues.  She said that the Community Warden will often patrol with a PCSO and that anti-social behaviour problems are easier to remedy than graffiti.  


(b)
A letter was received from Mr Allan Waight concerning drinking in public areas.

The Town Clerk explained that the Town Council had explored the possibility of introducing a bye law to ban the drinking of alcohol in the town centre.  She said that the District Council would need to implement the bye law and it was unwilling to do so.  

Sergeant Hackett considered that there was no evidence to support the need of such a bye law.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.


The Chairman thanked Sergeant Hackett and PCSO Bardsley for attending the Meeting.

97.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted.


Whilst the above matter was being discussed Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived at the Meeting.
98.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT
The Community Warden’s Report for January 2008 was received.



RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
99.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY

(a)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Working Party held 10th March 2008 were received.

Members asked that a full report relating to the proposal to install additional equipment at the Skate Park, the numbers that would use the new facility and the possibility of a teen shelter be prepared for Members’ information.  The Town Clerk said that this project would not have just cost implications but the Town Council would need to prepare a planning application, go out to tender for the equipment, find funding and oversee the installation.

Members commented on the number of children using the new play facilities in Spa Road, congratulated the Working Party and spoke of the valuable partnership achieved by the Town and District Councils working together.


RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and a full report prepared relating to the proposals concerning the Skate Park, to include the possibility of a teen shelter.

(b)
REQUEST FOR EVENING MEETINGS


Councillor B. Rose asked if Meetings of the Working Group could be occasionally held in the evenings as he works during the day.

The Town Clerk said that normally only Working Group Meetings held during the working day would be staffed as there is a cost implication however, the District Council staff would be happy to attend early evening meetings.


RESOLVED  That the Playground Working Party occasionally meets early evening to allow Councillor B. Rose to attend.
100.
SECONDARY EDUCATION IN WITHAM


(a)
The Chairman welcomed Mr Graham Ranby, Essex County Council, to the Meeting to discuss the future of Secondary Education in Witham.  Councillor Simon Walsh had been unable to be present but hoped to be able to attend a future Meeting with Mr David Triggs, Principal of Greensward College.

Mr Ranby explained that Essex County Council is not the consultant in the proposal to close the Greensward College in Hockley and The John Bramston and the Rickstones Schools in Witham and reopen as three new academies.  He said that the contract for this proposal would be with the Secretary of State as the new academies would become publicly funded independent schools.

Mr Ranby detailed the background to this proposal.  Greensward College is a high performing, over-subscribed school.  It has been invited to act as a sponsor for  Bramston and Rickstones schools to bring up their standards.  Bramston is currently under special measures following an Ofsted inspection and Rickstones has poor examination results.  Each academy will have two specialisms.  Mr Ranby explained the set up of the proposed Trust with each academy having its own governing body and principal.

Mr Ranby spoke of the greater flexibility and innovations that could be achieved by this partnership and the resulting rise in standards at the two Witham Schools.  He detailed the financial arrangements that would result in additional funding being available.  Whilst specifying how the academy is run, the funding agreement will provide a greater flexibility to be innovative and creative in its curriculum and staffing.

Mr Ranby then spoke of the process to become an academy.  He said that following the consultation the Governing Bodies would issue Public Notices for closure of their respective schools.  Essex County Council would then make the decision to close conditional on the Secretary of State signing the contract.  The proposal will be dependant on the three schools partnership and as the Secretary of State must be satisfied that a higher level of education will be achieved it will hinge on Greensward College.  There is an accelerated timetable as it is proposed that the academies will open in September 2008.

In answer to a question Mr Ranby explained that if a new academy failed, a new sponsor would be found.


Members spoke of the enthusiasm of Mr Triggs but were concerned as to what would happen in the event of the funding agreement changing.  Mr Ranby said that Mr Triggs believed that nothing could be taken away from what had already been achieved.

Members asked about teachers’ salaries and the school buildings.  Mr Ranby answered that under the Building Schools for the Future scheme, money would be made immediately available to either rebuild or remodel the schools with enhanced use of IT.  He said that whilst there is a national pay scale for teachers there is also enhancement where there is difficulty in recruiting or retention.  He said that at Greensward initiatives were already in place to retain better teachers providing greater stability for the students.


Members expressed concerns relating to the transitional period and the need to maintain standards at the schools.  Mr Ranby said that funding was available as it is recognised that staff would be affected by these proposals and stability must be maintained.

In answer to a question Mr Ranby assured Members that Rickstones would retain its performing arts specialism.





RESOLVED  That the presentation be received and noted.

The Chairman thanked Mr Ranby for attending the Meeting and enlightening Members.

(b)
A press release regarding the proposals was received. 





RESOLVED  That the press release be received and noted.
101.
ABANDONED TROLLEYS 

A report and Notes of a Meeting held 18th February 2008 were received.
Members considered the Meeting to be very positive and were disappointed that the District Council had declined to proceed with the scheme.  It was agreed that 
the Working Group would meet again to consider how other towns manage this problem effectively.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and a meeting of the Working Group be arranged to consider how other towns have resolved the problem of abandoned trolleys.
102.
TOURIST INFORMATION

Tourist Information statistics for January and February 2008 were received.




RESOLVED  That the statistics be received and noted.
103.
BUS SHELTERS
A report was received concerning Essex County Council replacing two of the Town Council bus shelters in Howbridge Road and one adjacent to Morrisons.  A new bus shelter has also been installed in Laurence Avenue.
Members expressed their disappointment that the County Council had failed to liaise with the Town Council.  




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
104.
GRANT AID 

(a)
CHILDREN’S CENTRE

Members were informed that Ms Helen Russell-Grant the Witham Children’s Centre Co-ordinator had been unable to attend to attend the Meeting.

Whilst the above matter was being discussed, Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee was absent from the Council Chamber.


(b)
HOME-START

A grant aid application was received from Home-Start.

Members were informed that the Children’s Centre Co-ordinator responsible for the units at Powers Hall Infants and Templars Infants Schools and employed by the charity ‘4 Children’ had been invited to the Meeting to talk about the service offered by the centres.  It was suggested that it might prove useful to obtain the co-ordinator’s views first before deciding on the application from Home-Start.

RESOLVED  That the grant aid application from Home-Start be considered at a later Meeting.

Councillor S.E. Hicks when realising that Ms Helen Russell-Grant is the Co-ordinator of the Children’s Centre at Powers Hall, left the Meeting whilst this issue was discussed as he has a personal and prejudicial interest.

105. 
PLANNING FOR GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION IN THE EAST OF ENGLAND
A report concerning the RSS Single Issue Review was received.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
106.
ABOLITION OF PATIENT AND PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT FORUMS

A letter was received concerning the abolition of the Patient and Public Involvement Forums.




RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
107.
24/7 HEALTH IN MID ESSEX – LAUNCH OF DISCUSSION DOCUMENT

A report was received concerning proposals by the Mid Essex NHS, Primary Care Trust to provide a 24/7 health care centre in north Chelmsford which would be supported by two further centres in Braintree and Maldon.

Members were very disappointed with this proposal as once again Witham has been ignored and still has no out of hours medical provision, whilst the areas chosen have good facilities already in place.


Members were also concerned that the current GP services in the town are being stretched and additional facilities are urgently required.


The Town Clerk highlighted that the report detailed that whilst the areas of Braintree and Chelmsford have a high rate of population growth, “Maldon will have no significant growth in population in the next five years and existing GP services and other planned developments have capacity to manage these growing demands.”  In addition residents have good access to St Peter’s hospital and the town is not central which seems to indicate that the new centre should not be in Maldon.

Members agreed to object most strongly to these proposals.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town Council make strong objections to the proposals.

108.
PUPPET FESTIVAL

Notes of a Meeting held 6th March 2008 were received.

The Town Clerk was pleased to report that Braintree District Council had honoured its agreement and would be giving £8,000 towards the Puppet Festival this and for the next two years.  She said that two further acts would be required.  A draft contract had been prepared by legal services which had been forwarded to the Chairmen of Community and Resources Committees.  

The Town Clerk explained that a Dutch act had been booked that only has public liability cover of 1.25 million euros, this would give a combined cover of just six million pounds rather than ten.  In the past this has been acceptable to Braintree District Council and Members were asked whether they too were content with the reduced cover.  


Members agreed that the cover was sufficient.


The Town Clerk invited Members to the next Puppet Festival Meeting which would be held on 15th April 2008 at 2.30 p.m.  She was pleased to report that the Tourist Information Officer had entered a National Express Competition and won £100 that would be put towards the Puppet Festival.

Members thanked the Town Clerk and her staff for all the hard work involved in organising, what they were convinced would be a successful Puppet Festival.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and information noted.
109.
HALL HIRE CHARGES

Members were asked to authorise an increase in the Hall Hire charges by approximately 5%.
RESOLVED  That the increased Hall Hire charges be approved and implemented from 1st April 2008.
110.
CHRISTMAS LIGHTS

(a)
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Christmas Lights Working Group held 13th March 2008 were received.
Members valued the work of the Christmas Lights Working Group and congratulated them on their successful choice of lights.  It was agreed that the Group’s terms of reference should be reviewed.
RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and a letter of appreciation be sent to the Working Group for the valuable work it is undertaking.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.


(b)
TENDERS

Tenders to hire and install Christmas Lights for the next three years were received.



RESOLVED  That the report be received.

111.
PUBLIC DOMAIN


Members agreed that the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved into the Public Domain.

RESOLVED  That Minute 110(b) should remain in Private Session.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.24 p.m.


Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman
AH/GK2.4.2008 

�








� Members are reminded that a presentation by the Health Trust will be made to the Witham Local Committee on Wednesday 23rd April 2008 and Members may make individual comment regarding the proposals.






