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MINUTES
Meeting:
Community Committee

Date:

Tuesday, 5th February 2008




Present:
Councillors:
Ms
J.M.
Money

(Chairman)



Miss
L.
Barlow



Mrs
P.A.
Brunton





B.J.
Fleet

S.J.
Lambourne



Mrs
P.M.
Lee




W.S.
Tearle


Also in attendance:

Cllr
M.C.M. Lager

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow, P.A. Heath, S.E. Hicks and B.Rose.
73.

MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community  Committee held 26th November 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
74.
INTERESTS

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 82 – Relocation, Enlargement and Change in the Upper Age Limit of Chipping Hill School as he is a governor at that school.
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Later in the Meeting, at Minute 83 – School Organisation Plan 2007-2012, Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as she is a governor at The Rickstones School.


ADJOURNMENT


The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment by the members of press and public present, but as none was made, reconvened immediately.
75.
POLICE LIAISON


The Chairman welcomed Inspector Murray to the Meeting and detailed the points raised by Councillor S.J. Lambourne.

Inspector Murray spoke of the measures taken to counteract ‘youth trouble spots’ in Witham.  He explained that these problem areas are identified at weekly meetings and measures taken to resolve the problems by high visibility policing, covert patrols and the use of mobile CCTV cameras.  If necessary other organisations, including the District Council, are involved to prevent the problems escalating.  He believed that engaging with young people in the Safer Schools Partnership and the prevention of under-age drinking all assisted in preventing problems occurring.  He stressed that the Police wished to resolve problems rather than move them to other areas.  Inspector Murray explained that problems had occurred in Samphire Close and on the Courts Estate, but now they were centred around the Bridge Hospital area and Allectus Way.

Inspector Murray considered that the Community Wardens already border on ‘activity’ wardens as they are so involved in the community.  He stressed that Witham was suffering from the national trend in the theft of metals and that action had been taken with regard to youths gathering at the Netto Store.  He said that the Community Warden would not be involved in speed camera operations.

76.
PCSOs


A report and letter from the Assistant Chief Constable were received.

The Town Clerk stressed the value of Jackie Bardsley, the joint funded PCSO for the Town Centre, who was readily available not only to the Town Council but to residents. She said that crime figures were now available that would show the cost effectiveness of this post.


Members agreed that this issue should be referred to Town Council.



RESOLVED  That the report and letter be received and the matter referred to the Town Council Meeting to be held 4th March 2008.

The Chairman thanked Inspector Murray for his attendance at the Meeting.

77.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received.
78.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT
The Community Warden’s Parish Reports for October and November 2007 were received. 
Members were concerned at the level of fly tipping in the town and the Town Clerk gave the assurance that the District Council would take action when there is supporting evidence. Members spoke of the unhelpful attitude of staff at the civic amenity site who would not help disabled users and comment was made that the site had recently been closed on two occasions.  It was agreed that a letter would be sent to Essex County Council.


RESOLVED  That the Reports be received and noted.
79.
ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS


A report was received.  

Members were informed that the meeting with Braintree District Council staff had to be cancelled and would be rescheduled in due course.  Members considered that the problem with abandoned trolleys was escalating and that action should be taken to ensure that Tesco resolves the matter.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and a new date organised for the meeting.
80.
RICKSTONES PAVILION 


A report and letter were received.
Members were informed that whilst those groups operating from the Rickstones Pavilion had now been found alternative accommodation it was not a satisfactory solution.  Braintree District Council had proposed to re-develop the Pavilion in 2011/12 but it had to be closed immediately due to new Fire Regulations. Consideration is being given to update Forest Road Community Centre and to provide new changing facilities on the playing field at Rickstones.  
Members supported the decision of the Environment Committee to ask that the Maltings Lane Forum should meet to discuss the lack of facilities on the new estate.


RESOLVED  That the report and letter be received and noted.
81.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS GROUP


A report and Minutes of the Meetings held 5th December 2007 and 9th January 2008 were received.

Members congratulated the Group and Town Council staff on the Christmas Decorations that had been a credit to them.



RESOLVED  That the report and Minutes be received and noted.
82.
RELOCATION, ENLARGEMENT AND CHANGE IN THE UPPER AGE LIMIT OF CHIPPING HILL SCHOOL

Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest in this matter.

Members welcomed the response to the consultation and agreed to monitor the situation.

RESOLVED  That the response be received and noted.

Councillor Mrs P.A. Brunton left the Meeting at this point.

83.
ESSEX SCHOOL ORGANISATION PLAN 2007 - 2012


A report was received relating to the Essex School Organisation Plan 2007-2012.

Members recognised the decline in children’s numbers but expressed concern that an increasing number of children now have English as a second language.  Comment was made that special educational needs for those children who are talented, autistic or speak no English, can not be fully provided by the schools as funds are not available.

Members understood residents’ concerns relating to secondary education and it was agreed that both the Cabinet Member and Officer at Essex County Council should be approached to seek an informal meeting to discuss concerns.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and a meeting arranged with the Essex County Council Cabinet Member and Officer responsible for education.
84. 
TOURIST INFORMATION

Tourist Information Statistics for November and December 2007 were received.

RESOLVED  That the statistics be received and noted.
85.
TOURIST OFFICE SALES


A report was received relating to the sale of items for organisations outside Witham on a non-earning basis.

Members agreed that as the sale of these items took up both officer time and space in the Heritage Centre, and would not benefit the Town Council or Witham, they should not be sold.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and in future the sale, on a non-earning basis of items to benefit those organisations outside Witham, be declined.
86.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY

A memorandum regarding play equipment in Spa Road and Bramble Road Play Area was received.


RESOLVED  That the memorandum be received and noted.
87.
ANNUAL GRANT – CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

A grant application form from the CAB was received.

Members agreed that as the audited accounts were not yet available this matter should be deferred.


RESOLVED  That the grant application form be received and the matter deferred until the audited accounts are available.
88.
APPLICATION FOR A NEW PHARMACY CONTRACT


A letter was received concerning an application from Mr Borno to provide a wholly mail order/internet based pharmacy service.

Whilst some Members welcomed the proposed service, others were concerned that other chemists could suffer.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
89.
CHRISTMAS LUNCHES


A report was received and Members were asked to nominate a Christmas Lunches’ Working Group.


It was agreed that a meeting would be set up to include Councillors B.J. Fleet and P.A. Heath, and nominees from both the Conservative and Green Parties to discuss the future of the Christmas Lunches and a recommendation would be made to the Town Council on 4th March 2008.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and a meeting set up to discuss the Christmas Lunches and a recommendation made to Town Council.
90.
PUPPET FESTIVAL

A report and notes of the meetings held 4th December 2007 and 23rd January 2008 were received.
The Town Clerk explained that four acts had been booked and suggested that a contract be drawn up by the legal advisors so that the Town Council’s position is safeguarded.
RESOLVED  That the report be received and that the legal advisors be commissioned to draw up a contract that the Town Clerk may sign on behalf of the Town Council.
91.
REQUEST BY THE TOWN COUNCIL FOR DEVOLUTION OF ARTS DEVELOPMENT

A reply was received from the Chief Executive of Braintree District Council, concerning the Town Council’s request for devolution of Arts Development.


Members were asked to consider whether to proceed in this regard and provide a detailed business case, development proposals and clarity of purpose.  Councillors S.J. Lambourne and Mrs P.M. Lee were anxious that this proposal should be pursued but in view of the complications it was agreed that the matter should be referred to Town Council.

RESOLVED  That the reply be received and the matter further discussed at the Town Council Meeting to be held 4th March 2008.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

92.
RETIREMENT

A report and letter were received.
RESOLVED  That the report and letter be received and noted.
93.
PUBLIC DOMAIN


Members agreed that Minute 92 – Retirement should remain in Private Session.

RESOLVED  That Minute 92 – Retirement, remain in Private Session.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.15 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money

Chairman





AH/GK7.2.2008 

�








� These figures have been enclosed with the Minutes for Members of the Town Council.






