Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 14th July 2008.  Continued
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Also in attendance:
Councillor

P.R.
Barlow






M.C.M.Lager






R.
Ramage   Braintree District Council

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs P.A. Brunton, N. Coughlan, Mrs P.M. Lee and W.S. Tearle.  
Councillors Miss L. Barlow and S.E. Hicks indicated that they would need to leave the Meeting early.
21.
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 3rd June 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

22.
INTERESTS

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 23 – Secondary Education in Witham as she is a governor at The Rickstones School.

Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 23 – Secondary Education in Witham as he is a governor at The Rickstones School.

Councillor P.A. Heath declared a personal interest in Minute 25 – Town Luncheon Club as both cooks are friends.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 23 – Secondary Education in Witham as his wife is employed at The Rickstones School.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest in Minute 23 – Secondary Education in Witham as he teaches driving skills to the pupils at both secondary schools.

Councillor B. Rose declared a personal interest in Minute 30 – Putting People First, as he is employed in the Social Care Sector.


ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for comment from the members of press and public present, but as none was made, reconvened immediately.
23.
SECONDARY EDUCATION IN WITHAM

Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, S.J. Goodfellow and S.E. Hicks had declared personal interests.

The Chairman welcomed Mr David Triggs, CEO of the Academies Enterprise Trust and his colleague Mr Steve Leverett, Consultant to the Trust, to the Meeting to talk about the proposals for the new academies in Witham.

Mr Triggs thanked Members for the invitation to attend the Meeting and explained the background to setting up the Academies Enterprise Trust and his work in schools at Hockley, Middlesborough and North London, as well as at Bramston.  He explained the Government’s concept of a federation of schools working together to raise standards with high performing schools working with those in special measures.  He had been asked in June 2007 to support Bramston School but, fearing the effect on The Rickstones School, it had been decided to include that school as well in the Academy scheme.  He assured Members that, whilst in the past contracts to assist failing schools were for two years, this would be a long term project working effectively to make sustained and continuing improvements.  He hoped that the Funding Agreement would be signed this coming week and that new school buildings for both schools would be completed by August 2011.  He added that 100% of the funding will be used for the benefit of the pupils.
Mr Triggs then spoke about The Vision and ethos of the Academies that every child deserves the opportunity to have a good quality life in a safe environment.  He spoke of the importance of getting every child to read and the need to work with primary schools to realise this goal.  He said that if a child encounters difficulties in reading then more resources will be allocated to teach them.  He explained that not all children want or are capable to study for A levels which is why vocational courses such as hairdressing, catering and construction are also offered.  
Mr Triggs explained that whilst each school would have its own Governing Body, there would be a Management Board to consider policies, budgets and allocation of funds.  

Mr Steve Leverett then spoke of the need to achieve a balance, to enable each academy to have autonomy but in a clearly defined framework.  He said that he would be working with all levels of the local authority and would be engaging with the local community as well.  Essex Police had been contacted with a view to building relationships with the PCSOs.  Mr Triggs said both schools would have sports halls which would benefit the whole town and it would be a golden opportunity to improve facilities.  
Mr Triggs and Mr Leverett were of the opinion that rather than two separate academies they were thinking of one school district with two campuses in the town that would be properly IT networked.  

Mr Triggs then spoke of the five aims for pupils to be healthy, stay safe, enjoy and achieve, make a positive contribution and to achieve economic well-being.  He stressed the importance of pupils wanting to come to school hence improving attitude and behaviour.  He spoke of the desire to retain teachers and the problems that supply teaching causes.  He said that the academies would not be selective by aptitude or ability and he hoped that Bramston School like Rickstones would become oversubscribed as young people would want to be taught in the town rather than travel elsewhere.  He finished by explaining that the schools would close on 31st August and open on 1st September as Academies and would transfer into new premises in 2011.  He said that he was excited and passionate about the proposals.
Members spoke of the positive attitude in the schools and by parents, particularly in relation to the free provision of part of the new uniform.  Mr Leverett spoke of the need for each pupil to fulfil their potential and contribute to the community.  He said that he wished to work with the Town Council and would make contact with the Town Clerk.  Members agreed that partnerships should be developed and joint projects undertaken.
In answer to a Member’s question, Mr Triggs explained that the academies would have specialisms but that the messages that these give can be confusing.  He stressed that there would be high quality teaching regardless of specialisms

.  
Mr Triggs re-iterated the need to work alongside the police and to develop a good framework of partnerships that had already begun with sports clubs.  He stressed that focus would be on good behaviour and achievement, and to employ ‘discipline with dignity’.

It was agreed that Mr Triggs and Mr Leverett should be invited back to give a progress report in six months time.

RESOLVED  That Mr David Triggs and Mr Steve Leverett be invited to attend a Meeting of the Community Committee in six months time to give a progress report concerning Secondary Education in Witham.
The Chairman and Members thanked Mr Triggs and Mr Leverett for their informative talk and their desire for the Academies Project to succeed.

Councillors Miss L. Barlow and S.E. Hicks left the Meeting at this point.

24.
POLICE LIAISON


The Chairman welcomed Police Sergeant Mark Wilson and Police Community Support Officers Dan Seymour and Craig Bernard to the Meeting.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow spoke of the continuing and increasing problem of residents parking on the pavement in Rickstones Road.  He said that it was usual to see two or three vehicles parked on the pavement which made it difficult to walk past with a buggy or mobility scooter.

PS Wilson said that this was the criteria for police to take action and he has raised the matter with both the Neighbourhood Police Officer and Traffic Division.  He stressed that tickets will be issued and complainants should contact the Neighbourhood Police Officer whose details are available on the Essex Police Web Site.


The Chairman asked if the promised information regarding PCSOs’ monthly targeting addresses is available.  PCSO Bernard produced the required data but explained that the issues raised by residents are confidential.

PS Wilson explained that William Gladwell, the second joint funded PCSO, would be taking up his duties in Witham from 21st July 2008.  He said that PCSO Gladwell would be working the opposite shift to Jackie Bardsley.  The Chairman hoped that PCSO Gladwell would be able to attend a future Meeting of the Community Committee and meet Members.


Members congratulated the PCSOs on their proactive approach to meeting residents and responding to their problems.


Members thanked the Police for their valuable assistance at the recent Witham Carnival and asked whether they would be able to assist regarding recent reports on drinking in the park and if this should become a designated no drinking area.  PS Wilson knew of the culprits but explained that their powers are restricted and they could only act if a Public Order Offence had been committed.  
The Chairman thanked PS Wilson and PCSOs Seymore and Bernard for attending the Meeting.
25.
TOWN LUNCHEON CLUB

A request was received from the Town Luncheon Club to have free use of the Function Room and kitchen for the second day for the remainder of the year.
Members recognised the financial difficulties that the Luncheon Club is suffering now that grant aid from the Care Trust had ceased.  It was appreciated that the Club was looking for ways to increase funds and the suggestion was made that it should approach local organisations such as the Carnival Association to see if assistance could be given.
RESOLVED  That the Town Luncheon Club be given free use of the Function Room and Kitchen for the second day from 1st July to 31st March 2009.
26.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s report be received and noted.
27.
ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS


A report was received concerning the meeting held on 23rd June 2008 to discuss the problem of abandoned shopping trolleys.

Members were informed that another meeting is being arranged with representatives from The Grove and Tesco to discuss the possible installation of a Radlock system.
  Braintree District Council is currently considering adopting Schedule 4 of the Environment Protection Act which should encourage Tesco to implement a scheme as other Councils charge £200 per trolley for collection.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and developments awaited.
28.
BUS SERVICES – DISABILITY DISCRIMINATION ACT

A report was received and a letter from the Department of Transport was tabled.
Members understood that double deck buses cannot be modified and suggested that the situation should be monitored and First asked to do its utmost to remedy the situation.  Members’ attention was drawn to the Department of Transport’s letter concerning local authorities accelerating transition through partnerships with bus operators, and it was agreed to ask Essex County Council what had been achieved through these partnerships.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and First informed that the Town Council will be monitoring the situation and ask that it does its utmost to remedy the situation.
RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Essex County Council asked whether PSVAR compliancy transition had been accelerated through its partnerships with bus operators.
29.
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT


The Community Warden’s Report was received.

Members were disappointed to note the high level of selfish acts of littering and fly-tipping.  In response to concerns regarding the sale of vehicles on the public highway it was pointed out that some councils take action for trading without a street traders licence.  

RESOLVED  That the Community Warden’s Report be received and noted.


RESOLVED  That Braintree District Council be asked its policy in relation to unlawful trading on the highway.
30.
PUTTING PEOPLE FIRST


Councillor B. Rose had declared a personal interest.


A report was received concerning changes in self directed support and personal care budgets.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
31.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

(a) TOURIST FIGURES

Tourist Information figures for May and June 2008 were received.
RESOLVED  That the Tourist Information figures be received and noted.
(b) CARNIVAL AND PUPPET FESTIVAL DAY

Members were informed that it was not possible to open the Tourist Information Centre on Carnival Day, Saturday 12th July, but arrangements are in hand to do so for the Puppet Festival on Saturday 20th September 2008.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
32.
DISABLED ACCESS


A report was received concerning Mrs Warby’s letter regarding disabled access to shops in Witham.

Members recognised the difficulties and appreciated the efforts made by staff to assist the disabled, however it was considered that banks should be able to offer an alternative entrance so that those who were unable to climb steps into buildings would not feel degraded or vulnerable to be served in the street.  It was acknowledged that some shop premises are too small to even accommodate a mobility scooter. It was pointed out that grants could be available through the Witham Area Partnership Scheme (formerly known as HERS).  It was agreed that the matter should be raised with Braintree District Council, the Listed Buildings Officer and the Chamber of Commerce.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and contact made with Braintree District Council, the Listed Buildings Officer and the Chamber of Commerce regarding this problem.
33.
PROJECTS’ UPDATE


The Projects’ Update was received.

RESOLVED  That the Projects’ Update be received and noted.

34.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS WORKING GROUP

The Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd July 2008 were received and it was noted that all Members have resigned and the group is now disbanded.
The Town Clerk explained that this year a new contractor needed to be appointed and consequently details of costings were not released to the Group as they are commercially sensitive.  The Chairman of the Group, District Councillor Mrs Sandra Howell had been informed of the relevant figures and an explanation given as to why the Group would not know the costs before the contractor was appointed.  
Members were anxious that the Group should be reformed as their expertise, time spent on gauging public opinion and engaging with retailers was much appreciated.  It was agreed that a letter of explanation should be sent to each member of the Group asking them to reconsider their decision and that Councillors Mrs J.M. Money and B. Rose should meet with them.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
RESOLVED  That a letter of explanation be sent to each member asking them to reconsider their decision.

RESOLVED  That Councillors Mrs J.M. Money and B. Rose meet with members of the Group.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC


RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

35.
TOURIST INFORMATION AND HERITAGE CENTRE


A report was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

Whilst the above matter was being discussed Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Meeting.
36.
PUBLIC DOMAIN


It was agreed that the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved into the Public Domain.


RESOLVED  That the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved into the Public Domain.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.58 pm.

Councillor B. Rose

Chairman
AH/GK17.7.2008
�








� The meeting will be held on Wednesday, 13th August 2008 at 11.30 am in the Council Chamber.





[image: image1.jpg]

[image: image2.png]


