Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 26th May 2009. Continued.
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Witham Town Council

Town Hall,

Newland Street,
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CM8 2FE.

Tel:
01376 520627

Fax:
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Email:
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Web:
www.witham.gov.co.uk
MINUTES
Meeting of:
Community Committee
Date:
Tuesday, 26th May 2009


Present:
Councillors:
Mrs
J.M.
Money

(Chairman)




Miss
L.
Barlow






Mrs
P.A.
Brunton






B.J.
Fleet







S.J.
Goodfellow






J.C.
Goodman







S.E.
Hicks





W.S.
Tearle


Also in attendance:
Cllr.

M.C.M.Lager

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, P.A. Heath 
and Mrs P.M. Lee.  Councillors Miss L. Barlow and W.S. Tearle indicated that they 
would need to leave early.
3.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings of the 




Community Committee held 31st March and 5th May 2009 




be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
4.
INTERESTS

Councillor J.C. Goodman declared a personal interest in Minute 6 – Police Liaison, 
as he is employed by Essex Police.


Councillor Mrs J.M. Money declared a personal interest in Minute 11 – Tourist 
Information as she runs a bed and breakfast business.


Councillors Miss L. Barlow, Mrs J.M. Money and the Town Clerk declared 
personal interests in Minute 10 – Town Clerk’s Report, as they are all members of 
the Twinning Association.

5.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

The member of the public present made no comment.

6.
POLICE LIAISON


Councillor J.C. Goodman had declared a personal interest.


The Chairman welcomed Inspector Neil Murray and Police Community Support Officer, Jackie Bardsley to the Meeting.
(a) Bramble Road Play Area  


Inspector Murray reported that the situation of Youth Nuisance at Bramble Road 
had quietened down but Nuisance Vehicles continued to be a problem.  Both issues 
are currently Hotspots and residents can now email directly there is a problem so 
that prompt action can be taken.  The Police Community Support Officers had 
received training on the use of speed guns so they could now undertake speed 
checks.
(b) Stevens Road Sports Ground  
Inspector Murray explained that the anti-social behaviour at that site relates mainly to the use of mini motos or quad bikes.  He said that the riders have been issued with Section 59 certificates of causing a nuisance and if caught again the vehicle being ridden will be seized.  He said that this is likewise a Hotspot and PCSOs undertake regular patrols.
(c) CCTV  
Inspector Murray said that he had spoken to the Town Clerk and agreed that the installation of a CCTV camera at the Skate Park should receive consideration but not at the expense of the Automated Number Plate Recognition cameras or the scheme at the station.

Members discussed the importance of the ANPR cameras in detecting vehicles used in crime.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow asked that the installation of a CCTV camera at the Skate Park be explored as this request had emanated from the Youth Council and that consideration be given for a budget bid for next year.  The Town Clerk advised that CCTV comes under the umbrella of the Environment Committee unless Members considered it appropriate to vire funds from playground equipment.

(d)
Under-age Drinking  

Inspector Murray explained that this can be a problem in any busy town but is mainly confined to off-licence premises.  Test Purchase Operations are undertaken and Fixed Penalty Notices issued for the sale of alcohol to under-age customers.  He said that infringements are detailed on the Innkeeper records to which the Licensing Officers at Braintree District Council have access.  


Members asked about educating young people not to drink and Inspector Murray explained that there is a Safer Schools Partnership as well as PCSOs giving input.  In answer to a question regarding identity card schemes, Inspector Murray advised that young people are proficient at downloading such cards from the internet.  

(e)
Rickstones Playground  

Inspector Murray was pleased to report that no further incidents had occurred at Rickstones Playground but this was still a Hotspot and PCSOs undertake regular patrols.

(f)
Site Security  

Inspector Murray said that there is a problem of burglary from such sites as fencing can be easily lifted to gain access and contractors would struggle to employ private security.  He said that at present there is no Crime Reduction Officer to give  advice.


(g)
Risk to Youth Projects  

Inspector Murray considered that the attempted break in at the Boys Brigade unit on the Industrial Estate was for a variety of reasons not related to the fact that it is a youth project.  Members were concerned at the effect that such crime would have on young people and how they could become disheartened.  Inspector Murray explained that it would be difficult for police to address problems at Whetmead.  The Town Clerk reported that foreign anglers at Whetmead were lighting fires to cook the fish they had caught and she was very concerned that in dry weather fires could get out of control.  She added that there are bye laws in place banning fires.  Inspector Murray advised that in some countries this is acceptable behaviour and that he would ask the Polish Liaison Officer to include advice in the next news sheet.
7.
POLICE COMMUNITY SUPPORT OFFICERS - MATCHED FUNDING


A letter was received from Essex Police concerning an increase in matched funding the Police Community Support Officers to £15,257 per annum, an increase of £1,250.  The Town Clerk said that this was the third year of part funding the original PCSO post and that this was the first increase.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.


Inspector Murray explained that after working two and a half years in Witham, he would be transferring on 1st July 2009.  The Chairman thanked Inspector Murray on behalf of the Town Council and wished him good luck in his new role.


The Chairman thanked Inspector Murray and PCSO Bardsley for attending the Meeting.


Councillor W.S. Tearle left the Meeting.
8.
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEE


PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY


The Chairman called for nominations for Members to serve on the Playground Working Party for the Civic Year 2009/10.  It was agreed to nominate just six Members at this time.





RESOLVED  That the following Members be appointed to 



serve on the Playground Working Party for the ensuing 




Civic Year –






Councillors
N.
Coughlan







B.J.
Fleet 
(ex-officio)








M.C.M.Lager








S.J.
Lambourne






Mrs
P.M.
Lee
(ex-officio)







Mrs 
J.M.
Money
 







(4 + 2 ex-officio).

The Town Clerk explained that a letter of acknowledgement had been received from HomeStart regarding Councillor Mrs K.E. Tearle’s nomination as the Town Council representative and also a letter from Inspector Murray explaining that he was unwilling to allow a second Town Council representative on the Joint Action Group.







RESOLVED  That the letters be received and noted.
9.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Playground Working Party held 8th April 2009 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received.
10.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


Councillors Miss L. Barlow, Mrs J.M. Money and the Town Clerk had all declared personal interests.


The Town Clerk’s report on matters arising was received.

Minute 95(c) – Witham Twinning Association/Witham Town Ladies Football Club

Councillor Miss L. Barlow explained that with the forthcoming Twinning visit there had been no opportunity to meet with representatives to consider fund raising events.






RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
11.
TOURIST INFORMATION CENTRE

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money had declared a personal interest.


Tourist Information figures for March and April 2009 were received.





RESOLVED  That the figures be received and noted.
12.
COMMUNITY WARDEN SERVICE


(a)
COMMUNITY WARDEN’S REPORT
The Community Warden’s Reports for January and February 2009 were received.




RESOLVED  That the reports be received and noted.
(b) CHANGES IN THE COMMUNITY WARDEN SERVICES

A letter was received from Braintree District Council explaining how the Community Wardens’ reports will be changing to put the figures into context to see how the situation has altered over the past six months.  
Members considered that whilst the graphs are helpful, it would still be useful to have an explanation of trends and to retain details of the total number of activities and how the issues were actioned.

The Town Clerk praised Les Davies, Witham’s Community Warden, who was extremely hard working and anxious to work in partnership with the Town Council.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and further 




information sought regarding the new reporting scheme.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow left the Meeting.

13.
TOWN CLOCK

A report was received concerning the need, in due course, for replacement parts to the Town Clock.

Members agreed the importance of ensuring that the clock was working correctly but decided that in view of the advice given by Smith of Derby, it would be prudent to wait until the next service for the parts to be replaced unless there is a breakdown in the meantime.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 





replacement of parts deferred until the next service, unless 




there is a breakdown in the meantime.
14.
SURE START CHILDREN’S CENTRES

A letter was received from 4Children seeking a representative to sit on the Advisory Group for the Harlequin and Roundabout Children’s Centres. 

The Town Clerk explained that Councillor N.D. Scales had offered to be the representative but some Members were unsure as to how the Town Council could assist now that the centres are running successfully.






RESOLVED  That the letter be received and Councillor 




N.D. Scales asked to attend the scheduled meetings if he is




available.
15.
PUPPET FESTIVAL

A report on this year’s Puppet Festival was received.

The Town Clerk advised that Essex and Suffolk Water had once again given a substantial donation towards the Puppet Festival.  Grants had also been received from Braintree District Council, the Grove and Newlands Shopping Centres and a reduced grant from the Chamber of Commerce.  She hoped to be able to carry forward funding towards next year’s festival.  She explained that twenty one acts had been booked but she was still seeking additional stewards.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
16.
SKATE PARK
Members were informed that the bowl at the skate park was completed on Friday and the official opening will be on Saturday, 6th June 2009 at 11.00 a.m.  Members explained that the skate park and new equipment was already being well used.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC




RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 


Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from 



the Meeting for the following items of Business on the 



grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 



interest.

17.
TOURIST INFORMATION

A verbal report was received from the Town Clerk.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

18. 
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that Minute 17 – Tourist Information, should remain in Private Session.





RESOLVED  That Minute 17 – Tourist Information, 




should remain in Private Session.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.40 p.m.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money


Chairman
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