Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held 6th April 2010.  Cont’d.
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MINUTES

Meeting of:
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING

Date:

Tuesday, 6th April 2010

Present:
Councillors 
B.J.
Fleet 
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Mrs
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S.E.
Hicks
(arrived 7.40 p.m.)





M.C.M.Lager




Mrs 
P.M.
Lee




Mrs 
J.M.
Money



and 27 members of the parished area


The Town Mayor welcomed everyone to the Meeting.  He said that it was a 
privilege and an honour to be the Town Mayor and he had enjoyed meeting so 
many people during his term of office.


APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. 
Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow, J.C. Goodman, P.A. Heath, and N.D. Scales; and 
from Mrs A. Northfield, Witham in 
Bloom and Mr Ellis from the Twinning 
Association.

1.
INTERESTS

No interests were declared at the time but later in the Meeting at Minute 5, 
Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared personal interests as a Member of the District 
Council’s Local Development Framework Panel and as a Member of Essex 
County Council.

 2.
MINUTES





RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Annual Town 




Meeting held on 21st April 20009 be confirmed as a true 




record and signed by the Town Mayor.

3.
REPORTS

The Town Mayor referred to his role as Chairman of the Town Council and his 
support for Witham.

COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money gave a report of the work of her Committee.  She 
spoke of the installation of the new skateboard bowl which was much enjoyed by 
the youth of the town and the investigation into a proposed Youth Café.  She 
explained that the Town Council jointly funds two Police Community Support 
Officers’ posts and recently agreed to continue funding the Town Centre post.  
She said that with the demise of tourism as a key function of Braintree District 
Council, the tourist officer post was transferred to the Town Council in 
November.  In addition, the Heritage Centre has been transformed with an 
interactive ‘walk through Witham’ being installed with a kiosk soon to be fitted to 
complete the project.  She thanked staff at Essex County Council and Mr Palombi 
of the Witham and Countryside Society for their help with the project.  She spoke 
of the continuing grant aid given to clubs and organisations in the town and the 
success of the Puppet Festival.

ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

In the absence of Councillor S.E. Hicks, the Town Clerk gave the report of the 
Environment Committee.


She explained the importance of the Committee in trying to seek the best solution 
to proposed housing developments for the town that will be included in the 
District Council’s Local Development Framework.  She said that whilst an 
alternative site would be available for the Forest Road development, no such site 
could be identified for Lodge Farm.  She detailed the lack of infrastructure with 
regard to the existing Maltings Lane development which has caused a strain on 
doctors’ surgeries. She said that work continued to improve the River Walk and 
Whetmead and the Memorial Tree scheme is going well.  She referred to the sad 
incident during the winter and the subsequent call to improve safety on the River 
Walk but gave the reminder that this linear park is delightful during the day but 
not necessarily the best route after dark.  Finally she referred to the replacement 
of the CCTV equipment with a state of the art system that is monitored 24/7, with 
three new cameras being installed in locations around the railway station and the 
possibility of installing Automated Number Plate Recognition cameras in the 
town if police consider this to be worthwhile and value for money.


Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived at the Meeting.


RESOURCES COMMITTEE

Councillor M.C.M. Lager, Chairman of the Resources Committee, detailed the 
Committee system of the Town Council and the aspiration to improve the well 
being of Witham’s residents whilst improving the fabric of the town.  He 
explained that the Town Council lobbies other organisations, for example the 
Health Authority, to improve facilities.  Voluntary groups such as the Citizens 
Advice Bureau, HomeStart and the Boys’ Brigade are supported financially.  The 
increase in the precept had been kept to 2.5% in line with the District Council’s 
increase and he explained that the accounts are scrutinised by the auditors.  A 
Member’s Allowance, capped at £200, had been introduced recently.  He 
explained that senior staff would be retiring and future staffing needs, taking into 
account the possibility of functions being devolved by the District Council, was 
being considered.  He was pleased to report that the Town Council was one of the 
first councils in Essex to receive training so as to be able to use the Power of Well 
Being which gave a more flexible approach to financial assistance.  He said that 
regular surgeries are held with the MP and Members of Essex County, Braintree 
District and Witham Town Councils.  He thanked those Members who had given 
their time and assistance.  He reported on the quarterly Newsletter and that the 
public are always welcome to attend Council Meetings.  He said that the website 
would be improved and that this Meeting was being webcast.  He said that the 
Youth Council had been reconstituted under the auspices of the two Academies 
but arrangements to cover primary age children are still awaited.  He spoke of the 
improvements to the Heritage Centre and the transfer of employment of the 
Tourist Officer to the Town Council.  He said that arrangements had been made to 
transfer the small residential car park in Braintree Road to the District Council 
under a lease arrangement to allow for better policing.  The duck pond on the 
River Walk had been dredged and consideration would be given to replacing 
bridges when funds allowed.  He said that some Members of the Town Council 
are also Members of the District Council.  A Liaison Meeting with the Chief 
Executive and Leader of the District Council is held once or twice a year to 
discuss areas of mutual concern for example the replacement of Bramston 
swimming pool.   He said that Braintree District Council would be devolving 
more facilities not only community halls, but the Public Hall, the public 
conveniences, soon to be built in the park, and war memorial.  

CITIZENS ADVICE BUREAU

Mr Paul Hart, District Manager of Braintree, Halstead and Witham CAB, gave a 
report.  He was thankful to the Town Council for its continued support to both the 
Money Advice Service and the Telephone Advice Service.  He explained that the 
Money Advice Service continues to be fully utilised and reported on outcomes 
during the year of avoidance of homes being repossessed, negotiation of 
affordable debt repayment schemes, release from unmanageable debt through debt 
relief orders and petitioning for bankruptcy.  He explained that capacity had been 
lost through the departure of a paid adviser but capacity gained through the 
provision of specialist advice from a Legal Aid contracting bureau.  Additional 
alternative sources of funding have been sought but with little success.

Mr Hart then reported on the introduction of a pilot scheme funded and instigated 
by the Town Council to employ additional telephone advisers.  This additional 
cover has enabled over 750 calls to be answered and has transformed the 
performance of the CAB.  

Mr Hart was delighted to learn that the Town Council has recently approved 
grants of £10,000 for the Money Advice Service and £5,000 for the Telephone 
Advice Service for 2010/11 and reiterated his thanks.


The Town Mayor thanked Mr Hart for his report.


WITHAM CARNIVAL ASSOCIATION

Mr Tony Stote, Chairman of the Witham Carnival Association, gave a report.  He 
said that the 2009 carnival was blessed with sunny weather, a record entry into the 
procession and a fantastic response from the public both viewing the procession 
and at the park.  Mr Stote thanked the Town Council for its continuing support 
and also the support given by traders in and around the town.


WITHAM AND DISTRICT LIONS CLUB

Mr Tony Stote, also gave a report on behalf of the Witham and District Lions 
Club.  He explained that although the Club is small in number it provides help to
those in need in the community, nationally and internationally.  He detailed the 
provision of electric wheelchairs and nebulisers; donations to Brainwave and the 
Essex Air Ambulance, Witham Junior Hockey Club, HomeStart and Witham 
Guides.  Nationally donations were made to flood victims in the UK and 
internationally to those who had suffered in the disasters in Haiti and Chile.  At 
Christmas food parcels were donated to HomeStart.  An important role of the 
Lions Club is the diabetes screening which identified at least ten people at each 
session requiring further investigation.

The Town Mayor thanked Mr Stote for his reports.


WITHAM AND DISTRICT LIONESS CLUB

Mrs Sandra Howell, gave a report on the Witham and District Lionesses Club.  
She explained that whilst only a small group of active members, they give their 
time for visiting the sick and elderly, taking people to hospital, doctors, clubs, etc.  
and manpower to other organisation such as Cards for Good Causes at Christmas.  
She said that they organise the refreshments at the carnival and take fund raising 
stalls to events.  Tombolas, raffles, book and plant stalls are regularly held in the 
Grove Centre and local pubs kindly offer rooms for rummage and bric-a-brac 
sales.  They also hold coffee mornings and tea parties.  She listed those 
organisations benefiting from their fundraising as HomeStart, Helen Rollason 
Heal Cancer Care, the Stroke Association, Essex Air Ambulance, Little Haven 
Children’s Hospice and Canine Partners.  She was delighted to report that the 
Lioness team won the Chelmsford Boys’ Club Jailbreak by travelling the furthest 
to Daenstdat in Germany.  She thanked the Town Council for allowing free use of 
the Function Room for the Macmillan Coffee Morning which raised £300.

CHRISTMAS LIGHTS GROUP

Mrs Sandra Howell, also gave a report on the Christmas Lights Group.  She said 
that it had been the second year of the contract with the current suppliers.  They 
had once again organised the Shop Window competition with Mellons winning 
who produced a fantastic display of the Twelve Days of Christmas.


The Town Mayor thanked Mrs Howell for her reports.


THE BOY’S BRIGADE

Mr John Boon, from the Boys’ Brigade, gave a report.  He thanked the Town 
Council for its financial support that was greatly needed as the Boys’ Brigade is 
presently running at a deficit.  He said that with a membership of 160, it is one of 
the four largest brigades in England.  He explained that new activity programmes 
were now in place, there was a five year conservation project being undertaken in 
its own woodland, power boating, woodturning, car maintenance and a new 
film making project.  He reiterated his thanks to the Town Council for funding 
towards the youth worker and a new scheme was being put in place this year for 
an apprentice/youth worker.  Mr Boon spoke also of fundraising activities for the 
Little Haven Hospice, Water Aid and a Macmillan Coffee Evening.

The Town Mayor thanked Mr Boon for his report.


WITHAM TWINNING ASSOCIATION

In the absence of Mr George Ellis, acting Chairman of the Twinning Association, 
the Town Clerk read from his report.


The Town Clerk detailed fundraising events throughout the year highlighting the 
Quiz Night and Annual Dinner.  Concerns were raised as to the future of the 
Association and a Special General Meeting was called to discuss ways of 
increasing funds and attracting people.  Last year the Twinning Association 
launched its own website.  Trips to the Christmas Market and the annual visit to 
Germany in August; and the annual visit from Germany in May were mentioned 
along with the Ladies Football Tournament with teams from Germany and 
Poland, to be held on 29th May 2010.  Councillor P.R. Barlow added that the 
Witham Football Club would be hosting the event and encouraged everyone to 
attend.

TOWN LUNCHEON CLUB

Councillor P.R. Barlow gave a report on the Town Luncheon Club that had been 
supported since its inception by the Town Council.  He spoke of the sterling work 
to provide an excellent hot meal and company to the elderly and lonely.

WITHAM IN BLOOM CONSERVATION GROUP

The Town Mayor gave the report, in the absence of Mrs Annie Northfield.  He 
thanked the Town Council for its continuing support to Witham in Bloom both in 
its activities and generous grant.  A high level of sponsorship from the business, 
retail and commercial sectors continued despite the recession and fundraising 
events were held to augment finances further.  Floral displays enhance the town 
most particularly during the summer months not only on the lamp columns but in 
the car parks.  Activities including litter picking, the Open Gardens scheme and 
the annual gardening competitions were detailed.

4.
ACCOUNTS

The Town Clerk gave a presentation detailing the accounts and how the Town 
Council spent residents’ taxes.  She detailed receipts highlighting the precept, 
grant received for the skateboard park and heritage sales.  She then reported on
figures for administration, with a decrease in staffing costs as some staff 
members’ hours had been reduced.  There was an increase in Members’ training 
as they had been on the Power of Well Being course.  She then highlighted 
figures for the three Committees, referring to the installation of both skateboard 
bowl and CCTV system; and improvements to the Heritage Centre.  Finally she 
referred to the balances, the decrease in fixed interest and the funds 
earmarked for the CCTV system that had now been spent.
5.
MATTERS RAISED BY MEMBERS OF THE PUBLIC

A member of the public asked about the incinerator that would be built on the 
Rivenhall airfield.  The Town Mayor explained that this was outside the town’s 
boundaries but residents could raise their concerns if they wished.

Another member of the public spoke of the proposal to include Lodge Farm in the 
Local Development Framework, as an area for housing development.  He noted 
that the Town Council was prepared to oppose the Forest Road site but not Lodge 
Farm.  He was very concerned about the lack of infrastructure and wanted an 
assurance that facilities would be put in place before building work commenced.  
He referred to the Maltings Lane Development and the increased number of 
houses being built following higher density being agreed.

The Town Mayor explained that the District Council was responding to Central 
Government’s requirement that housing be built.  Forest Road and Lodge Farm 
had been identified by the District Council as suitable sites.  The dilemma for the 
Town Council is that if one site is opposed an alternative site has to be identified.  
In the case of Forest Road, the alternative site off Conrad Road could be mooted.  
With such a large site, no alternative could be found for Lodge Farm.  He shared 
the public’s concern that infrastructure and facilities should be in place prior to 
commencement of building.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as a Member of the District 
Council’s Local Development Framework Panel.  He explained that the Local 
Development Framework was replacing the Local Plan.  He understood residents’ 
concerns but the allocation of housing development is imposed by Central 
Government.  The District Council is then required to identify suitable sites.  The 
infrastructure such as health facilities etc. can be obtained through Section 106 
agreements with the developers.  He spoke of the importance of having a balanced 
community with local shopping, schools and health care and promised that the 
Town Council would fight for these facilities.  He spoke of the difficulties with 
the Maltings Lane development, the increased housing numbers and roads 
congested because of the lack of parking.

Mr Tony Stote, asked about the HGV ban and the need to prosecute those who 
used Bridge Street as a short cut.  Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal 
interest as a Member of Essex County Council.  He explained the need to look at 
traffic routing in the town.  He spoke of the strengthening of Saul’s Bridge to take 
heavier lorries in line with E.U. legislation, but said that the Cabinet Member was 
disinclined to remove the weight limit.  He explained that traffic routing is a 
complicated technology.

Councillor P.R. Barlow understood the concerns of residents with regard to Lodge 
Farm being identified for the purpose of development especially since the 
developers of Maltings Lane could not be persuaded to build the business park 
before the houses, hence securing local employment for the residents.  He said 
that the Town 
Council would insist that infrastructure was put in place first.  
Councillor M.C.M. Lager explained that this had been difficult in the past but new 
planning legislation was now in place which would make it easier to provide for 
infrastructure prior to house building.


A member of the public complained about litter in the outlying areas of the town 
and explained that she had raised the problem with Greenfields Community 
Housing.  She 
stressed that the Clean Team was good at clearing hotspots but she 
was concerned about litter on the railway line and the A12.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager agreed that the Clean Team should be contacted but 
obviously they are unable to get on the railway track.  He reported that the District 
Council is putting £200,000 into keeping the district clean and tidy.  Councillor 
Mrs S. Howell, Braintree District Council, said that litter adjacent to Tesco should 
be reported to the Grove Centre Manager whilst litter on the railway line should 
be reported to District Councillor R. Ramage who has a contact within Rail Track.


The Town Mayor expressed the need to deal with litter promptly and that it is 
very frustrating to take part in litter picks only to find that the rubbish returns 
within a week or two.

As there were no more questions, the Town Mayor concluded with his thanks to 
everyone for attending and closed the Meeting at 8.59 p.m.


Councillor B.J. Fleet


Town Mayor


AH/GK/13.4.2010
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