Minutes of the Annual General Meeting held 4th May 2010.  Cont’d.
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MINUTES
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

Date:

Tuesday, 4th May 2010


Present:
Councillors:
B.J.
Fleet
(Retiring Town Mayor in the Chair)



Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow



Mrs
P.A.
Brunton




S.J.

Goodfellow





P.A.
Heath



M.C.M.     Lager


S.J.

Lambourne

Mrs
P.M.
Lee

Mrs
J.M.
Money

Mrs
K.E.
Tearle

1.
ELECTION OF TOWN MAYOR 


The retiring Town Mayor invited nominations for the Office of Town Mayor for 
the Civic Year 2010/2011.


Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee was nominated as Town Mayor.





RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee be elected to 




serve as the Town Mayor for the ensuing Civic Year.


Councillor B.J. Fleet explained that he had enjoyed his year of Office and 
undertaken 67 engagements on behalf of the town.  He had raised £3,276 for the 
Town Mayor’s Charity.  


Councillor B.J. Fleet offered his congratulations and placed the Chain of Office 
around the new Town Mayor’s neck and then vacated the Chair.

2.
DECLARATION OF ACCEPTANCE OF OFFICE

The Town Mayor signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  

The Town Mayor thanked the Town Council for giving her this opportunity and undertook to carry out her duties to the best of her ability.  She announced that the Town Mayor’s Charity for 2010/2011 would be the Helen Rollason Heal Cancer Charity.
The Town Mayor paid tribute to Councillor B.J. Fleet and thanked him on behalf of the Town Council for his services last year.



RESOLVED  That the Declaration of Acceptance of 



Office be noted.
PRAYERS


The Town Mayor’s Chaplain was not present.

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, J.C. 
Goodman S.E. Hicks, N.D. Scales and W.S. Tearle.
3.
INTERESTS


No interests were declared at this time but later in the Meeting Councillor M.C.M. 
Lager declared personal interests in Minute 8 (b) – Joint Traffic Management 
Liaison and Minute 8 (k) – Witham Park Management Advisory Group, as he has 
been appointed as a Member of both groups by Essex County Council.
4.
ELECTION OF DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR

The Town Mayor then invited nominations for the Office of Deputy Town Mayor for the Civic Year 2010/2011.




RESOLVED  That Councillor J.C. Goodman be appointed 



to serve as Deputy Town Mayor for the ensuing Civic 



Year.
5.
PRESENTATIONS


The Town Mayor presented Councillor B.J. Fleet with his former Town Mayor’s 
Badge and re-iterated the Town Council’s appreciation for the excellent work he 
had undertaken.
6.
TOWN MAYOR’S ALLOWANCE


Members reviewed the Town Mayor’s Allowance and agreed that it should be 
confirmed as £2,500.



RESOLVED  That the Town Mayor’s Allowance for the 



Civic Year 2010/2011 be confirmed as £2,500.
7.
APPOINTMENT OF COMMITTEES
(a)
COMMUNITY COMMITTEE

The Town Mayor called for nominations to serve on the Community Committee for the Civic Year 2010/2011.  



RESOLVED  That the following Members be appointed to 


serve on the Community Committee for the ensuing Civic 



Year -




Councillors:
Miss
L.
Barlow



Mrs
P.A.
Brunton




N. 
Coughlan




B.J. 
Fleet



S.J.
Goodfellow




J.C.
Goodman 
(ex-officio)



P.A.
Heath


S.E.
Hicks


S.J.
Lambourne


Mrs
P.M.
Lee
(ex-officio)


Mrs
J.M.
Money


W.S.
Tearle









(10 + 2 ex-officio).

ADJOURNMENT


The Town Mayor adjourned the Meeting to enable Members of the Community 
Committee to appoint a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the Civic Year 
2010/2011.


The Town Mayor then reconvened the Meeting.


(b)
ENVIRONMENT COMMITTEE

The Town Mayor called for nominations to serve on the Environment Committee for the Civic Year 2010/2011.  




RESOLVED  That the following Members be appointed to 


serve on the Environment Committee for the ensuing Civic 



Year -




Councillors:
Miss
L.
Barlow




P.R.
Barlow




N. 
Coughlan




B.J. 
Fleet



J.C.
Goodman 
(ex-officio)



S.E.
Hicks


M.C.M.Lager



S.J.
Lambourne


Mrs
P.M.
Lee
(ex-officio)


N.D.
Scales


Mrs
K.E.
Tearle


W.S.
Tearle




(10 + 2 ex-officio).

ADJOURNMENT


The Town Mayor adjourned the Meeting to enable Members of the Environment 
Committee to appoint a Chairman and Vice-Chairman for the Civic Year 
2010/2011.


The Town Mayor then reconvened the Meeting.

(c)
RESOURCES COMMITTEE

The Town Mayor called for nominations to serve on the Resources Committee for the Civic Year 2010/2011.  

A proposal was made to increase the size of the Resources Committee by one place to eleven.  Members questioned whether such a decision could be taken as it had not been included on the Agenda.



RESOLVED  That the Resources Committee be increased 



to eleven places for this Civic Year.



RESOLVED  That the following Members be appointed to 


serve on the Resources Committee for the ensuing Civic 



Year -




Councillors:
Miss
L.
Barlow




P.R.
Barlow




S.J.
Goodfellow




J.C.
Goodman 
(ex-officio)



P.A.
Heath


S.E.
Hicks


M.C.M.Lager



Mrs
P.M.
Lee
(ex-officio)


Mrs
J.M.
Money



N.D.
Scales


Mrs
K.E.
Tearle



(9 + 2 ex-officio).

ADJOURNMENT


The Town Mayor adjourned the Meeting to enable Members of the Resources 
Committee to appoint a Chairman and Vice-Chairman; and to appoint Members 
to serve on the Staffing and Accommodation Sub-Committee for the Civic Year 
2010/2011.


The Town Mayor then reconvened the Meeting.

8.
REPRESENTATIVES ON OUTSIDE BODIES
Members were then asked to consider the appointment of representatives of the Town Council to outside bodies.

(a) Citizen’s Advice Bureau 



RESOLVED  That Councillor S.J. Lambourne be 




appointed to serve on the Citizen’s Advice Bureau’s 



Trustee Board for the ensuing Civic Year.
(b) Joint Traffic Management Liaison  


 


Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as he had been appointed as 
a Member of the Group by Essex County Council.





RESOLVED  That Councillor S.E. Hicks be appointed as 




the Joint Traffic Management Liaison representative for the 



ensuing Civic Year.


(c)
Witham Carnival Association









RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs J.M. Money be 




appointed as the Witham Carnival Association 




representative for the ensuing Civic Year.

(d)
Chamber of Commerce 



RESOLVED  That the Town Mayor, or one other agreed 



each month, be appointed as the Chamber of Commerce 



representative for the ensuing Civic Year.

(e) Witham in Bloom Conservation Group 



RESOLVED  That Councillors S.J. Lambourne and Mrs 



K.E. Tearle be appointed to serve as 
the Witham in Bloom 



representatives for the ensuing Civic 
Year.

(f)
Town Luncheon Club 


 





RESOLVED  That Councillor P.R. Barlow be appointed to 
serve as the Town Luncheon Club representative for the 
ensuing Civic Year.

(g)
Maltings Lane Forum 




RESOLVED  That Councillors P.A. Heath, Mrs P.M. Lee 


and Mrs J.M. Money be appointed to serve as the 



representatives on the Maltings Lane Forum for the 



ensuing Civic Year. 


(h)
Essex Association of Local Councils 






RESOLVED  That Councillor J.C. Goodman be appointed 
to serve as the 
Essex Association of Local Councils 
representative for the 
ensuing Civic Year.

(i)
Braintree Association of Local Councils – Executive Member.


There were no nominations so it was agreed to leave the post unfilled at this time.




RESOLVED  That the post of Town Council 



representative on the Executive of the Braintree 



Association of Local Councils remain unfilled at this time.

(j)
Strategy Group 




RESOLVED  That the Town Mayor be appointed as the 




Town Council representative on the Strategy Group, with 




substitutes nominated to attend as necessary.


(k)
Witham Park Management Advisory Group




Councillor M.C. Lager declared a personal interest as he had been appointed as a Member of the Group by Essex County Council.




RESOLVED  That Councillor S.E. Hicks be appointed as 


the Town Council representative on the Witham Park 


Advisory Group.


(l)
Christmas Lights Group 








RESOLVED  That Councillor J.C. Goodman be appointed 


as the Town Council representative on the Christmas Lights 

Group for the ensuing Civic Year.


(m)
HomeStart











RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs K.E. Tearle be 



appointed as the Town Council representative for 



HomeStart for the ensuing Civic Year.

(n)
Joint Tasking Group




RESOLVED  That Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee be appointed 



as the Town Council representative on the Joint Tasking 



Group for the ensuing Civic Year.
9.
SIGNATORIES
It was agreed to continue with the five signatories on bank accounts.



RESOLVED  That Councillors P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath, 



S.E. Hicks, Mrs J.M. Money and Mrs K.E. Tearle be 



confirmed as signatories.
10.
TOWN MAYOR’S APPEAL 2009/2010

Members moved authorisation to dispose of £3,276.00, the proceeds of the Town 
Mayor’s Appeal for 2009/2010, to be divided equally between the Boys’ Brigade 
and Witham in Bloom Conservation Group.




RESOLVED  That authority be give to dispose of the 




proceeds of the Town Mayor’s Appeal for 2009/2010, to 




the sum of £3,276.00, and to be equally divided  between 




the two beneficiaries.
11.
INTERESTS

The Town Clerk reported that all Members have been asked to review their 
interests and if there are any alterations, new forms will be required to be 
completed.





RESOLVED That the information be received and noted.
12.
ANNUAL RETURN 

(i)
The Annual Return for the Year Ended 31st March 2010 was received.




RESOLVED  That the Annual Return for the Year Ended 




31st March 2010 be received, approved and signed by the 




Town Mayor.

(ii)
The Annual Accounts for 2009/2010 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Annual Accounts for 2009/2010 be 




received, approved and signed by the Town Mayor.
13.
ANNUAL TOWN MEETING
The Minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held 6th April 2010 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

There being no further business the Town Mayor closed the Meeting at 8.13 p.m.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee

Town Mayor

AH/GK/5.5..2010 
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