Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 25.06.07.Contd. 
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APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath, S.J. Lambourne, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle.
18.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 11th June 2007, were received.

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting held 11th June 2007, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
19.
INTERESTS

(a) Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council’s Planning Committee confirmed that whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Each Councillor confirmed that he/she will not be held by opinions given or comments made at this Meeting but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, he/she will consider any further information and/or representations that may be received prior to the meeting of the District Council, and form a judgement on that occasion.

RESOLVED That the confirmation of interests of Councillor Mrs J.M. Money be noted.
(b)
Councillor Mrs P.A. Brunton declared a personal interest in Minute 21 – 06/01923/FUL, Land at Cullen Mill, as her husband’s business is located near to the site.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee declared a personal interest in 07/01220/FUL, 2 Speedwell Close, Witham as it is close to her daughter’s house.

Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest in 07/01209/COU, Land adjacent 24 Malyon Road, Witham as he is a resident in that road.


Later in the Meeting, both Councillors S.E. Hicks and M.C.M. Lager declared an interest in Minute 21(b) Temporary Road Closure, Eastways Junction, as both are Members of the Project Board overseeing major road works at that location.
ADJOURNMENT

As no member of the press or public was present, an adjournment was unnecessary.
20.
PLANS

LIST NO 23
ESS/23/07/BTE
FAULKBOURNE FARM, LAND ADJACENT TO AGRICULTURAL RESERVOIR, CRESSING ROAD, WITHAM
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (as amended)
Retrospective application for the extraction of sand and gravel to construct an extended silt pond.
Members expressed concern regarding security and safety of the site and that these associated works have nothing to do with a farm reservoir  
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of lack of information regarding security and safety of the site, landscaping and that these associated works are not related to the agricultural reservoir.
ESS/24/07/BTE
FAULKBOURNE FARM, LAND ADJACENT TO AGRICULTURAL RESERVOIR, CRESSING ROAD, WITHAM
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (as amended)

Continuation of use as processing plant site (planning permission ESS/06/06/BTE) without complying with condition 2 (accordance with approved plans) to allow a revised layout including additional sub soil store, fuel tank and refuelling area, revised internal haul road layout, addition of hard core adjacent to the haul road and erection of a building to house electrical switch gear.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to  implementation of a time limit clause, re-instatement of the site and advice being sought from the Water Company with regard to the pumping of water.
ESS/26/07/BTE 
FAULKBOURNE FARM, LAND ADJACENT TO AGRICULTURAL RESERVOIR, CRESSING ROAD, WITHAM
TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (as amended)

Continuation of removal of minerals in the course of constructing an agricultural reservoir (planning permission ESS/20/05/BTE) without complying with condition 1 (accordance with approved plans) to allow the temporary retention of a water pond, provision of a mineral stockpiling area and bunded car park, shortening of screening bunds, erection of a single storey office and reinstatement of works. 
RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to a time limit clause, re-instatement of the site and adequate security and safety conditions.
07/01136/FUL
FORMER BRIDGE HOSPITAL, HATFIELD ROAD, WITHAM






Erection of 2no satellite dishes and 2no TV aerials.
Comment was made that it might be possible to install the aerials in the roof space.






NO OBJECTION
07/01137/LBC
FORMER BRIDGE HOSPITAL, HATFIELD ROAD, WITHAM






Erection of 2no satellite dishes and 2no TV aerials.
NO OBJECTION subject to the advice of the Listed Buildings Officer.
07/01139/FUL
LAND ADJACENT SPRING LODGE COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHIPPING HILL, WITHAM

Erection of new St John Ambulance building with associated site access, boundary treatments, open space, parking and hard surfacing – Amendment to previously approved planning permission 06/02289/FUL.
Members were concerned that the proposed building would be “unbalanced” and that the right hand gable height should likewise be raised.
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of the proposed garage being out of keeping with the rest of the building.





07/01153/FUL
LAND TO REAR OF CROFT HOUSE, 10 BRIDGE STREET, WITHAM





Erection of bungalow.

Members expressed concern about the increased use of the access onto Bridge Street, particularly during construction, and the loss of trees.  Concern was also expressed regarding access to the site by emergency and refuse vehicles.
NO OBJECTION subject to
(i) the advice of Essex County Council regarding vehicular movements onto Bridge Street;

(ii) the replacement of removed trees.

Councillor Mrs P.M. Lee left the Meeting at this point.


07/01164/OUT

CERINE, 105 BRAINTREE ROAD, WITHAM
Demolition of existing bungalow and erection of a block of 6no flats, with associated parking and amenity areas.
Concern was expressed regarding the limited parking and vehicular access to the site.
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of
(i) over development of site;

(ii) inadequate parking provision which does not meet Braintree District Council’s requirement;

(iii) the proposal is detrimental to neighbouring amenities;

(iv) inadequate vehicular access.

07/01182/FUL

21 MULBERRY GARDENS, WITHAM





Erection of two-storey rear extension.







RECOMMEND APPROVAL

LIST NO 24
07/01209/COU 
LAND ADJACENT, 24 MALYON ROAD, WITHAM


Change of use of land for garden purposes.


Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal interest in this matter.

Concern was expressed that sight lines would be compromised by this application.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of 
(i) sight lines being compromised;

(ii) the proposal being detrimental to amenity of residents and out of keeping with the area.

07/01220/FUL
2 SPEEDWELL CLOSE, WITHAM


Proposed single storey front extension.



RECOMMEND APPROVAL
07/01222/FUL
28 ST NICHOLAS ROAD, WITH AM


Demolition of existing garage and erection of single storey side extension.

Concern was expressed about the loss of parking provision.
NO OBJECTION subject to Braintree District Council being satisfied that there will be sufficient off-street parking provision.



07/01231/TPOCON
6 CHURCH STREET, WITHAM


Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by the Conservation Area – fell trees in rear garden.
Members were informed that Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.
Councillor Fleet had made a site visit.  Concern was expressed about the number of trees being lost in the town and the suggestion made that Braintree District Council should endeavour to make replacements at suitable locations.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to the proviso that at least two new trees be planted on the site.
21.
CORRESPONDENCE
(a)
LAND AT CULLEN MILL, UNIT 8 POOL CLUB, 49 BRAINTREE ROAD, WITHAM – Application No. 06/01923/FUL
Proposed extension and conversion of existing building to 14 residential flats and Application No. 07/00327/FUL Proposed extension and conversion of existing building to 12 residential flats. 
Councillor Mrs P.A. Brunton had declared a personal interest in this matter.

Details of an Appeal which had been lodged with the Planning Inspectorate following Braintree District Council’s refusal of the above planning applications were received.
RESOLVED That the details be received and a letter sent to the Planning Inspectorate re-enforcing the District Council’s decision to refuse the application.  A decision will be taken at a later date regarding whether a Member should attend the Hearing.
(b)
APPLICATION FOR TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURE – EASTWAYS JUNCTION IMPROVEMENTS
Two letters were received from Essex County Council concerning the temporary road closure for re-surfacing.
Councillors S.E. Hicks and M.C.M. Lager declared personal interests in this matter.

Members were advised that the road closure would take place between Monday 2nd July to Saturday 7th July 2007.

RESOLVED That the letters and information be received and noted.

22.
DECISIONS
A list of decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham during the period 16th to 29th May 2007 was received.


RESOLVED That the decisions be received and noted.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.14pm.
Councillor B.J. Fleet

Chairman
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