Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 02.01.07.Contd. 
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APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors S.J. Bennison, C.F. Coughlan, D.W. Ezra, R.A. Horrell, and Mrs J.S.M. Martin.

100.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 12th December 2006, were received.

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting held 12th December 2006 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
101.
INTERESTS
(a) Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council confirmed that whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Councillors confirmed that they will not be held by opinions given or comments made at this Meeting but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, they will consider any further information and/or representations that may be 
received prior to the meeting of the District Council, and form a judgement on that occasion.

RESOLVED That the interests of Councillors P.R. Barlow, K.D. Boylan, Dr R.L. Evans, P.A. Heath, M.C.M. Lager and Mrs K.E. Tearle be noted.
(b)  Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest in applications 06/02289/FUL and 06/02290/FUL, land adjacent Spring Lodge Community Centre, as he is a Braintree District Council representative on the Witham Community Association.
Councillor W.S. Tearle declared a personal interest in applications 06/02289/FUL and 06/02290/FUL, land adjacent Spring Lodge Community Centre as he is a member of the Witham Community Association.
Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest in application 06/02481/FUL – 8 Malyon Road, Witham as he is a neighbour to the applicant. 

ADJOURNMENT

As no member of the press or public was present an adjournment was unnecessary.
102.
PROPOSED H3G BASE STATION – WITHAM TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB, SPA ROAD, WITHAM

Members were informed that no further information was available.
RESOLVED That the matter be deferred but appear as an Agenda item until it can be discussed.
103.
PLANS
LIST NO 49

06/02289/FUL
LAND ADJACENT SPRING LODGE COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHIPPING HILL, WITHAM

Erection of new St John Ambulance building with associated site access, boundary treatments, open space, parking and hard surfacing.

Councillors P.R. Barlow and W.S. Tearle had declared an interest in this application.

Members were concerned that adequate steps should be taken to minimize impact on the users of Spring Lodge 
whose parking could be curtailed and that a time limit of midnight should be placed on the premises.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to car parking provision being maintained and hours of use limited to midnight.
06/02290/FUL
LAND ADJACENT SPRING LODGE COMMUNITY CENTRE, CHIPPING HILL, WITHAM
Erection of new 3rd Witham Scout and Guide Headquarters with associated site access, boundary treatments, open space, car park and hard surfacing.

Councillors P.R. Barlow and W.S. Tearle had declared an interest in this application.

Members were anxious that landscaping should be provided to soften the impact of the fencing and that hours of use of the hall not be detrimental to neighbouring properties.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to landscaping to soften the impact of the fencing and the hours of use of the hall not being detrimental to neighbouring properties.

06/02435/FUL
185 CRESSING ROAD, WITHAM




Erection of single storey front conservatory extension.





NO OBJECTION

06/02442/FUL
51 EPPING WAY, WITHAM





Erection of two-storey side extension.






NO OBJECTION 
06/02446/FUL
2 BRITTEN CRESCENT, WITHAM





Erection of 1.8 metre close panel fencing.

It was understood that the District Council had received letters of representation on this application.
Members were concerned that in addition to the loss of neighbourhood amenity, sight lines would be affected.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of loss of neighbourhood amenity and sight lines being adversely affected.

LIST NO 50


06/02394/FUL
23 BAKER WAY, WITHAM

Erection of railings around the front and side perimeters of the property.






RECOMMEND APPROVAL

06/02481/FUL
8 MALYON ROAD, WITHAM




Erection of rear conservatory.

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this application and left the Council Chamber.






RECOMMEND APPROVAL

Councillor S.E. Hicks returned to the Council Chamber.

REVISED PLANS/ADDITIONAL INFORMATION


06/02173/FUL
123 POWERS HALL END, WITHAM





Erection of single storey rear extension and loft conversion.
Members were reminded that the application for the loft conversion had originally been recommended for refusal on the grounds of it being detrimental to neighbouring properties.





RECOMMEND APPROVAL
104.
CORRESPONDENCE

(a)
Tree Preservation Orders and Conservation Area Applications

A letter was received from Braintree District Council concerning the introduction of a new system of consultation.

Members expressed concern that those Members without the facility to view the application on-line would be disadvantaged and that further information regarding the actual mechanism for receiving this information should be obtained.


It was agreed that an assurance should be sought that the same level of information would be available.

RESOLVED that the letter be received and an assurance sought that the same level of information currently available would be capable of being downloaded.
(b)
06/01143/OUT – Maltings Lane, Witham

Proposed Band Stand


A copy letter was received from Mr Roy Belsham.

Members discussed the proposal and agreed that whilst a bandstand would be of more use than a piece of art, consultation would be required.

RESOLVED That the letter be received and Mr Belsham thanked for his proposal.
105.
DECISIONS
A list of decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham during the period 15th – 28th November 2006, was received.


RESOLVED That the decisions be received and noted.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.31pm
Councillor P.A. Heath

Chairman.
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