Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 19-07-2010.Contd. 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Planning Applications Sub-Committee

Date:
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Present:   Councillors:

B.J.

Fleet

(Chairman)

N.D

Scales

(Vice-Chairman)

Miss
L.

Barlow







P.R.

Barlow

(arrived 7.07pm)
S.E.

Hicks

(arrived 7.02pm)
M.C.M

Lager




Mrs
P.M.

Lee



W.S.

Tearle
Also in attendance 


Cllr Dr
R.L. 

Evans

Braintree District Council 

The Chairman welcomed Mr Derek Farr, the new Deputy Town Clerk, to the Meeting.

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Mrs P.A. Brunton, N. Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow, J.C. Goodman, P.A. Heath, Mrs J.M. Money and Councillors P.R. Barlow and S.E. Hicks who would be late.
34.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 5th July 2010 were received.
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 5th July 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
35.
INTERESTS
(a) Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council confirmed that, whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Each Councillor confirmed that he/she will not be held by opinions given or comments made at meetings of Witham Town Council, but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, he/she will consider any additional information and/or representations that may be received prior to the meeting of the District Council and form a judgement on that occasion.

RESOLVED That no interests be noted.
(b)
There were no declarations of interest, but later in the Meeting at Application No 10/00921/FUL – Land at Perry Road, Witham, Councillors M.C.M. Lager and Miss L. Barlow declared personal interests as Members of Braintree District Council that owns the land.
36.
QUESTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC
Councillor Dr R.L. Evans referred to the District Council’s letter regarding the Certificate of Lawfulness for the development at 16 Yew Close, Witham.  He stressed that in his opinion the significant structure was never lawful and he was concerned that neighbouring residents had to live with this building.  He was also concerned that the District Council had failed to respond to residents’ comments and consequently 35 local residents would be making a formal complaint.  He said that if the application for a Certificate of Lawfulness was not clear then it should be refused, he added that he had asked the Assistant Chief Executive at Braintree District Council that the decision should be made by Members and not officers.  He referred to the Enforcement Notice and suggested that it should not be varied.
Mr Cardy Alder Walk, thanked Members of the Town Council for their support.  He gave the assurance that this was not discrimination but an attempt to get the building demolished.

Allan Waight, Barwell Way spoke on behalf of himself and the Grove Residents Association in relation to Application No 10/00922/FUL – Wheaton Court Commercial Centre.  Mr Waight explained that he had no objections to the mezzanine floor but his concerns relate to the external doors.  He detailed his objections contained in his letter and said that the noise assessment is flawed as it does not reflect typical noise activities on site.  He said that HGVs manoeuvring with their reversing “beeps” are particularly irritating and stressful.  He wanted the District Council to require soundproofing measures before this application is considered and that in view of the noise generated there should be no vehicular movements before 7.00am Monday to Friday.
The Chairman thanked everyone for their comments.

37.
PLANS
(a) LIST NO 27
10/00883/FUL

40 EPPING WAY, WITHAM

Erection of single storey front extension and single storey rear extension.

Members expressed concern about the front extension but noted that it did not protrude beyond the neighbouring property.

NO OBJECTION
Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived whilst this application was being discussed.

10/00153/TPO
LAND AT NICHOLAS COURT, COLLINGWOOD ROAD, WITHAM

Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order 18/76 – G1 – T1

Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.
Councillor B.J. Fleet had made a site visit and expressed concern about the pollarding of the Walnut tree and suggested that 15% reduction would be acceptable.
NO OBJECTION subject to a maximum 15% only crown reduction of the Walnut tree and the advice of the Tree Officer.

Councillor P.R. Barlow arrived at the Meeting.

10/00431/OUT
SUNDAY MARKET SITE, MALDON ROAD, WITHAM

Hybrid application for detailed planning permission for 32no dwellings (social units) access from Carraways and outline planning permission for 73no dwellings (private units) accessed from Constance Close.

Two emails from Mrs Wan and Mrs Skinner were tabled.  Members had no objection to this minor amendment but original concerns had not been addressed.  Members had substantive objection to the piecemeal development of the site.
NO OBJECTION to the minor amendment.
But

RECOMMEND REFUSAL of the original application on the grounds

·    of loss of neighbouring amenity
· unacceptable levels of traffic

· overdevelopment of the site

· insufficient infrastructure to support this development.


LIST NO 28
10/00827/ADV
FRANCIS HOUSE UNIT 44, 

FREEBOURNES ROAD, WITHAM


Erection of flagpole and fascia signs.



RECOMMEND APPROVAL
10/00858/FUL
4 SCARLETTS CLOSE, WITHAM


Proposed demolition of existing conservatory at rear of existing house and replacement with new garden room extension of similar size.



RECOMMEND APPROVAL
10/00921/FUL
LAND AT PERRY ROAD, WITHAM


Erection of six commercial units (Class B2 and B8 with ancillary office space and a small element of trade counter use) with associated car parking and landscaping.

Councillors M.C.M. Lager and Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in this application as Members of Braintree District Council.


Members asked why it was considered necessary to build new units whilst others on the estate stood empty.  Members where concerned about over development of the site and lack of information regarding hours of operation.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of over development of the site and lack of information regarding hours of operation.
10/00922/FUL
WHEATON COURT COMMERCIAL CENTRE, WHEATON ROAD, WITHAM


Proposed mezzanine floor to Unit 4 and new additional external doors to Units 5 and 6.

Representations from Allan Waight and the Grove Residents Association were tabled.

Members remembered that they had recommended that the original application be refused on the grounds of detrimental effect on neighbouring amenity.  Members were concerned about the need to mitigate the environmental impact on neighbouring residents and the hours of operation.
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of detrimental effect on the neighbouring amenity of property owners in the Grove by virtue of excessive noise and lack of adequate sound insulation particularly in view of the early and late hours of operation.
It was agreed that in view of the time only the correspondence in relation to 16 Yew Close, Witham should be taken.
38.
CORRESPONDENCE

(a)
10/00648/PLD – 16 YEW CLOSE, WITHAM


A letter from Braintree District Council was received.
The Town Clerk advised that this application for a Certificate of Lawfulness must be refused as it flawed.

The District Council should not seek further information or negotiate.  It is understood that the Planning Manager proposes to make a recommendation to the Head of Planning but at present these recommendations are unknown.  It was suggested that the Town Council makes a request under the Freedom of Information Act to obtain these recommendations.
RESOLVED That the letter be received and a Freedom of Information application made to obtain the details of the recommendation.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.39pm.
Councillor W.S. Tearle announced with regret that he would be moving away from Witham, to live in Oxfordshire.
Members commented on the contribution that he had made and his enthusiasm in representing his constituents.

Councillor B.J. Fleet
Chairman  
AH/GK/DH/20-07-10
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