Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 15.01.07.Contd. 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Planning Applications Sub-Committee

Date:

Monday, 15th January 2007

Councillors:
W.S.

Tearle

(Vice Chairman in the Chair)
P.R.

Barlow

(arrived 6.41pm)




K.D.

Boylan





B.J.

Fleet

(arrived 6.58pm)




S.E.

Hicks 

(arrived 6.37pm)
APOLOGIES
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors C.F.
Coughlan, D.B. Darney, Dr. R.L. Evans, D.W. Ezra, S.J. Goodfellow, P.A. Heath, R.A. Horrell, M.C.M.Lager Mrs. K.E. Tearle and Councillor B.J. Fleet who would be late.

106.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 2nd January 2007, were received.

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting held 2nd January 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
107.
INTERESTS
(a) Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council confirmed that whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Each Councillor confirmed that he will not be held by opinions given or comments made at this Meeting but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, he will consider any further information and/or representations that may be received prior to the meeting of the District Council, and form a judgement on that occasion.
RESOLVED That the interest of Councillor K.D. Boylan be noted.


When Councillor P.R. Barlow arrived at the Meeting, he made his 



declaration of interest.

(b) Councillor W.S. Tearle declared a personal and prejudicial interest in applications 06/02526/TPOCON – Newland Court and Wetherspoons and 06/02527/TOP– Wetherspoons, as he is an employee at Wetherspoons. 
ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment from the member of press present, but as none was made, reconvened immediately.
108.
PROPOSED H3G BASE STATION – WITHAM TOWN FOOTBALL CLUB, SPA ROAD, WITHAM

Members were informed that no further information was available.
RESOLVED That the matter be deferred but appear as an Agenda item until it can be discussed.
109.
PLANS
LIST NO 51

TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 (AS AMENDED)
ESS/62/06/BTE
FAULKBOURNE FARM RESERVOIR, CRESSING ROAD, WITHAM

Continuation of removal of minerals in the course of construction of an agricultural reservoir (planning permission ESS/20/05/BTE) without complying with condition 1 (accordance with approved plans) to allow the retention of an additional portacabin and revised layouts of bunds 1 and 2.
Members were informed that this application has now been withdrawn.
RESOLVED That the withdrawn application be received and noted.

Councillor P.R. Barlow arrived at this point in the Meeting.
06/02473/FUL
BRIDGE HOSPITAL, HATFIELD ROAD, WITHAM
Amendment to approval 04/02388/FUL – Change of use from administrative building to occupancy restricted residential unit and minor works.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL
06/02474/LBC
BRIDGE HOSPITAL, HATFIELD ROAD, WITHAM
Amendment to approval 04/02388/FUL – Change of use from administrative building to occupancy restricted residential unit and minor works.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to the advice of the Historic Buildings Officer.
06/02510/FUL
UNIT 4, CROMWELL CENTRE, STEPFIELD, WITHAM
Change pedestrian door for vehicle door and install mezzanine floor.






RECOMMEND APPROVAL

06/02513/FUL

79 BLUNTS HALL ROAD, WITHAM





Erection of front extension.







RECOMMEND APPROVAL
06/02526/TPOCON
NEWLAND COURT AND WETHERSPOONS, NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM
Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by The Conservation Area – Fell 1 Cherry and 1 Leyland Cypress, also shorten limbs on 1 Gledista.
Councillor W.S. Tearle had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this and the following application so vacated the Chair and left the Councillor Chamber.





Councillor P.R. Barlow assumed the Chair.
Members were informed that the Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.

Members were informed that Councillor B.J. Fleet had made a site visit.  Unfortunately, he had been unable to view the Cherry and Leyland Cypress but considered that it would be excessive to shorten the limbs on the Gledista by two metres as suggested.
Members considered that it would be a loss of amenity to fell the Cherry and Leyland Cypress and agreed that the Gledista should be cut back by just one metre.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL to fell the Cherry and Leyland Cypress on the grounds of loss of amenity.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL to shorten the limbs of the Gledista by just one metre subject to the advice of the Tree Officer.  
Councillor B.J. Fleet arrived whilst the above application was being discussed.

06/0527/TPO
WETHERSPOONS, THE BATSFORD COURT 100 – 102 NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM
Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order 4/96 – Shorten limbs on 1 Sycamore Tree.
Councillor W.S. Tearle had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this application so Councillor P.R. Barlow retained the Chair.
Members were informed that Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.
Councillor B.J. Fleet had made a site visit and had agreed that the sycamore should be reduced by two metres.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to the advice of the Tree Officer.

Councillor W.S. Tearle returned to the Council Chamber and resumed the Chair.
LIST NO 52

06/02546/FUL
FORMER BRIDGE HOSPITAL, HATFIELD  ROAD, WITHAM





Erection of 2no satellite dishes and 2no TV aerials.

Members considered that the application was out of keeping with the character of a Listed Building and that other options would be available.
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds that the application was out of keeping with the character of a Listed Building.
06/02547/LBC
FORMER BRIDGE HOSPITAL, HATFIELD ROAD, WITHAM






Erection of 2no satellite dishes and 2no TV aerials.

Members considered that this application was out of keeping with the character of a Listed Building.
RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds that the application was out of keeping with the character of a Listed Building.

LIST NO 1


APPLICATION INVOLVING A MAJOR DEVELOPMENT
06/02194/OUT
LAND AT SWAN VALE, INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, COLCHESTER ROAD, WITHAM
Demolition of existing buildings and the redevelopment of the site for B1, B2 and B8 employment uses together with associated parking and landscaping and the erection of a class A1 DIY retail store and garden centre, together with car parking, landscaping and associated works.  Improvement to the junction with Newland Street.
Members welcomed the proposal but expressed concern regarding vehicle movements and that HGVs should be required to turn right from the site and onto the A12 away from the Town Centre.
Members stressed the importance of retaining the hedge line to the southwest of the site and suggested that a Section 106 agreement should be negotiated to make improvements to the Rail Trail.


NO OBJECTION

06/02195/FUL
LAND AT SWAN VALE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, COLCHESTER ROAD, WITHAM
Demolition of existing buildings and the erection of a class A1 DIY retail store and garden centre, together with car parking, landscaping and associated works.  Alterations to the existing access from Newland Street.
Members welcomed the proposal but expressed concern regarding vehicle movements and that HGVs should be required to turn right from the site and onto the A12 away from the Town Centre.

Members stressed the importance of retaining the hedge line to the southwest of the site and suggested that a Section 106 agreement should be negotiated to make improvements to the Rail Trail.


NO OBJECTION

06/02566/FUL

9 LIFCHILD CLOSE, WITHAM
Erection of single, storey front side and rear extensions.
Members expressed concern that the builders should ensure access to other properties whilst the work is completed.






NO OBJECTION
In view of the time, the Chairman announced that the remaining items would be considered at an additional Meeting of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee to be held 24th January 2007 at 6.30pm and then closed the Meeting at 7.25pm.
Councillor W.S. Tearle
Chairman
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