Minutes of the Meeting of Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 11-05-10.Contd. 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Planning Applications Sub-Committee

Date:

Tuesday, 11th May 2010

Present: Councillors:
Mrs
P.M.       Lee

(Town Mayor in the Chair)


P.R.
Barlow
(arrived 7.10pm)

Mrs
P.A.
Brunton

B.J.
   Fleet 

S.E.    
   Hicks
(arrived 6.42pm)
M.C.M
.  Lager






N.D
   Scales

1.
ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN

The Town Mayor called for nominations for Chairman of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee for the Civic Year 2010/2011.
RESOLVED That Councillor B.J. Fleet be appointed to serve as Chairman of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee for the ensuing Civic Year.

The Town Mayor then vacated the Chair for Councillor B.J. Fleet.
2.
ELECTION OF VICE-CHAIRMAN
The Chairman called for nomination for Vice Chairman of the Planning Application Sub-Committee for the Civic Year 2010/2011.
RESOLVED That Councillor N.D. Scales be appointed to serve as Vice Chairman of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee for the ensuing year.
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. Coughlan, J.C. Goodman, Mrs J.M. Money and W.S. Tearle.
3.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 26th April 2010 were received.
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 26th April 2010 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
4.
INTERESTS
(a) Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council confirmed that, whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Each Councillor confirmed that he/she will not be held by opinions given or comments made at meetings of Witham Town Council, but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, he/she will consider any additional information and/or representations that may be received prior to the meeting of the District Council and form a judgement on that occasion.

RESOLVED That no interests be noted.
(b) Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 7(a) (i) and (ii) – Correspondence with Essex County Council, as he is a Member of that Council.
Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in 10/00093/TPO – 21 The Avenue, Witham, as he had advised the applicant that permission was required prior to work on the tree.
5.
QUESTIONS AND REPRESENTATIONS FROM MEMBERS OF THE 
PUBLIC
There was no comment made by the member of the public present.
6.
PLANS
LIST NO 17

10/00091/TPO 
WAR MEMORIAL GARDENS, NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM


Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area – Face back branch growth on 2 Silver Birch to provide 2m clearance.


Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.

The Chairman had made a site visit and recommended approval



RECOMMEND APPROVAL

10/00484/FUL
1 PERRY ROAD, WITHAM, 

Erection of temporary modular office for a period of up to 3 years and addition of a water-cooling tower and tank to be used in a sealed system.


Members expressed concern regarding the noise from the pump but considered the premises to be a distance from residential properties.

NO OBJECTION subject to appropriate conditions regarding noise and emissions.
10/00521/FUL
31 HOLLY WALK, WITHAM


Erection of single storey rear addition with ramped access.



RECOMMEND APPROVAL
Whilst this matter was being considered Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived at the Meeting.

10/00546/FUL
2 HAREBELL DRIVE, WITHAM


Erection of two-storey rear extension.



NO OBJECTION
LIST NO 18

10/00093/TPO
21 THE AVENUE, WITHAM


Notice of intent to carry out works to trees in a Conservation Area – Crown reduce 1 Eucalyptus tree.


Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest


Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.



RECOMMEND APPROVAL subject to the advice of the Tree Officer.
10/00495/FUL
70 NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM


Change of use from retail to part retail, part A3 to ground floor and two flats to first floor.


Members were concerned that the proposed new windows to the Guithavon Street elevation would be out of character with the building.  Members welcomed the proposed flats and restaurant.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of the new windows to the Guithavon Street elevations being out of character with the building in a Conservation Area.
10/00558/LBC
15 GUITHAVON STREET, WITHAM


Retrospective consent for various internal alterations undertaken when changing the use from commercial to residential.


NO OBJECTION
10/00562/FUL
ESSEX STRATEGIC HEALTH AUTHORITY, 8 COLLINGWOOD ROAD, WITHAM


Upgrade of car park lighting.


A letter of representation from Mr David Smith was tabled.

Members were concerned that the car park lighting had already been installed and the controls were obviously inadequate.


RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds that the new lighting is detrimental to neighbouring amenity, despite the apparent controls, and would appear to be unnecessary.

Whilst this matter was discussed, Councillor P.R. Barlow arrived at the Meeting.
(b)
Members agreed to consider making personal representations to the District Council’s Planning Committee on application 10/00495/FUL – 70 Newland Street, Witham and 10/00562/FUL – Essex Strategic Health Authority, 8 Collingwood Road, Witham.
7.
CORRESPONDENCE

(a)
TRAFFIC REGULATIONS
Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest in Minute 7(a) (i) and (ii).

(i)
Essex County Council (Temporary Suspension of Weight Restriction) Order 2010

Details of a temporary suspension of weight restriction for Saul’s Bridge, which came into effect on 29th April 2010, were received.
RESOLVED That the details be received and noted.
(ii) Essex County Council (Motts Lane Level Crossing Footway (Bridleway 122), Witham) (Temporary Prohibition of Use) Order 2010

Details of a temporary closure of Motts Lane from 30th May 2010 to facilitate level crossing maintenance works were received.
RESOLVED That the details be received and noted.
(b)
09/00511/PLD - UNIT 16-17 SWAN VALE INDUSTRIAL ESTATE, COLCHESTER ROAD, WITHAM - Proposed certificate of lawfulness for a proposed use or development - Use of the unit as unrestricted open retail use (Use Class A1)


A letter was received from Braintree District Council relating to the above appeal that will be determined by Local Inquiry on 25th May 2010. 

It was agreed not to send a representative to the Inquiry.
RESOLVED That the letter be received and no representative be sent to the Inquiry.

(c) 10/00431/OUT - SUNDAY MARKET SITE, MALDON ROAD, WITHAM - Hybrid application for detailed planning permission for 32no. dwellings (social units) access from Carraways and outline planning permission for 73no. dwellings (private units) accessed from Constance Close

Members were informed that the Air Quality Assessment report has been received from the applicant.
RESOLVED That the information be received and noted.
8.
DECISIONS

A list o
f decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham during the period 19th to 30th April 2010, was received.

RESOLVED That the decisions be noted.
9.
ENFORCEMENT CASE DETAILS
Enforcement case details pertaining to Witham during the period 1st January to 31st March 2010 were received.
RESOLVED That the details be noted.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.18pm.
Councillor B.J. Fleet
Chairman
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