Minutes of the Meeting of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 6.8.2007.  Cont’d. 
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Mrs
P.A.

Brunton

P.A.

Heath

M.C.M

Lager
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Mrs.
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B.       Rose

W.S.

Tearle


APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. Coughlan, S.J. Goodfellow, S.E. Hicks, Mrs P.M. Lee, N.D. Scales and Mrs K.E. Tearle.
33.
MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meeting held 23rd July 2007, were received.
RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting held 23rd July 2007, be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
34.
INTERESTS
(a)
Members of this Council who are also Members of Braintree District Council’s Planning Committee confirmed that, whilst considering planning applications at the Town Council, any opinion that may be given will be based on the information that is known to date.  Each Councillor confirmed that he/she will not be held by opinions given or comments made at meetings of Witham Town Council, but will approach further meetings with an open mind and furthermore, he/she will consider any further information and/or representations that may be received prior to the meeting of the District Council and form a judgement on that occasion.  

RESOLVED  That the interests of Councillors S.J. Lambourne and Mrs J.M. Money be noted.
(b) There were no declarations of interest.     

ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment from the members of press and public present.
Mr J Goold of Collingwood Road, Witham spoke on application 07/01578/OUT – 21A Collingwood Road, Witham.  He considered that the new plan, whilst being more acceptable still contained a number of anomalies.  He asked how the bins would be moved from the bin store to the kerb side and that whilst new parking spaces were welcomed, with the six proposed flats and the existing house being converted into two further flats, four spaces would clearly be inadequate and were also a distance from the new flats.  He also considered that the pedestrian access to the proposed development was long and tortuous.
The Chairman thanked Mr Goold for his comments and reconvened the Meeting.
35.
PLANS

It was agreed to take 07/01578/OUT first.


LIST NO. 30

07/01578/OUT
CEDAR HOUSE, 21A COLLINGWOOD ROAD, WITHAM

Erection of two storey detached block of 6no flats fronting Lockram Lane, lay out associated amenity area and erect and replace walls and fences, formation of new pedestrian access onto Lockram Lane, alter vehicular access onto Collingwood Road and convert 21A Collingwood Road into 2 no. flats with re-built single storey side extension.

Members considered that this new application did not address the original issues to recommend refusal.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL on the grounds of overdevelopment of site, backland development, no vehicular access, the impact on neighbouring properties, loss of amenity space and detrimental to the street scene.
Members also asked that enquiries be made in regard to Tree Preservation Orders on trees at the site.

LIST NO. 29

07/01456/FUL

3 LARKSPUR CLOSE, WITHAM

Erection of conservatory.


NO OBJECTION
07/01464/FUL

1 CHELMER ROAD, WITHAM

Erection of rear extension and alterations.


NO OBJECTION
07/01466/FUL

2 MAIDMENT CRESCENT, WITHAM



Erection of single storey side extension.




RECOMMEND APPROVAL
Councillor P.R. Barlow arrived whilst the above planning application was being discussed.
07/01499/FUL
WHITE HART, NEWLAND STREET, WITHAM


Erection of free standing shelter.


Members were anxious that the Listed Buildings Officer should be content with the proposed materials and likewise the Environmental Officer with regards to smoke entering the kitchen and premises.

Members were unhappy that the Town Council had written twice to Braintree District Council seeking guidance with regard to ‘smoking shelters’ with no response.
RECOMMEND APPROVAL  subject to the Listed Buildings Officer being content with the proposed materials and the Environmental Officer satisfied that the proposed site of the shelter would not adversely affect the kitchen and premises.

RESOLVED  That a further letter be sent to Braintree District Council seeking a response with regard to guidance relating to ‘smoking shelters’.
07/01519/FUL
4 MAGNOLIA CLOSE, WITHAM


Erection of single storey rear extension.






RECOMMEND APPROVAL

LIST NO. 30 (continued)

07/01525/FUL

26A AVENUE ROAD, WITHAM

Erection of single storey flat roof rear extension, dwarf wall to front of property and internal alterations to convert existing bedroom 4 to an en-suite for bedroom 1.

Members considered this application to be poorly designed, however the street scene would not be affected.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL
07/01536/COU
10 LABURNUM WAY, WITHAM


Change of use from A1 (shop) to A4 (drinking establishments).


Members strongly opposed this application which was contrary to Policy BD35.

RECOMMEND REFUSAL  on the grounds of potential anti-social behaviour and contrary to Policy BD 35.

Members were informed that a licence had been granted for these premises that had been trading since 1st May 2007.  It was agreed that the matter should be referred to the Enforcement Officer.
07/01547/TPO
SYCAMORE COTTAGE, 7 MILL LANE, WITHAM


Notice of intent to carry out works to trees protected by Tree Preservation Order No 10/96 T2 – Thin 1 Sycamore.

Members were informed that Ward Members and the Tree Warden had been circulated with details of this application.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL  subject to the advice of the Tree Officer.
07/01576/FUL
SECO ALUMINIUM LTD, CRITTALL ROAD, WITHAM


Refurbishment of industrial warehouse, including demolition of redundant structure and re-cladding of building.

RECOMMEND APPROVAL  subject to no increase in lorry movements.
36.
DECISIONS
A list of decisions on planning applications pertaining to Witham during the period 27th June to 10th July 2007 was received.



RESOLVED That the decisions be received and noted.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 7.35 p.m.
Councillor B.J. Fleet
Chairman.
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�  Enquiries have revealed that Tree Preservation Orders have been placed on both the walnut and silver birch trees.  An objection has been made with regard to the silver birch that will be considered by Braintree District Council as part of this planning application.






