Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 19th May 2008.  Cont … 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 19th May 2008 


Present:
Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)



Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow




B.J.
Fleet




M.C.M.
Lager

(arrived 7.42 p.m.)

N.D.
Scales

Also in attendance:
Cllrs
S.J.

Goodfellow



B.

Rose

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P.A. Heath, Mrs P.M. Lee, Mrs J.M. Money, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle and Councillor M.C.M. Lager who would be late.
4.

MINUTES

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meetings of the Environment Committee held 17th and 26th March, and 6th May 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

5.
INTERESTS

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 8 – Parking Issues, as he lives in Rickstones Road and is affected by commuter parking.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest in Minute 12 – Local Development Framework as she sits on the Braintree District Council Local Framework Panel.

Councillors Miss L. Barlow and B. Rose declared personal interests in Minute 14 – Parking on Humber Road Estate as they are both local residents.

Later in the Meeting at Minute 8 – Parking Issues, Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest as he lives close to the area and regularly uses the junction of Maidment Crescent and Howbridge Road. 

Later in the Meeting at Minute 12 – Local Development Framework, Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as he sits on the District Council Local Framework Panel.


ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman here adjourned the Meeting for comment by members of the press and public present but as none was made reconvened immediately.
6.
PARTNERSHIP WORKING WITH ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL

The Chairman welcomed Mr Wiltshire and Mr Jamieson of Essex County Council to the Meeting to discuss possible partnerships.


Members explained that several years ago they had seen a good example of partnership working at Burgess Hill Town Council with its District and County Councils.  It was explained that with a simple service level agreement and appropriate funding the town handyman was able to carryout tasks on behalf of the District and County Councils.  Members said that with trust and flexibility the scheme worked well and there was scope for efficiency and savings.  An example of similar working in Witham would be to cut back the suckers at the bottom of trees in Newland Street and Collingwood Road.  

Mr Wiltshire understood the principles and explained that whilst personally in favour of such a scheme it would be taking work away from current contractors and therefore it would be necessary to give the matter further consideration.  Whilst understanding that Town Council staff have been trained, Mr Wiltshire explained that they would need to be accredited before working on the highway.

In answer to a question concerning weed spraying, Mr Wiltshire explained that for safety reasons it was necessary to use such a weak solution of contact only weed killer that it is not always effective.


Mr Wiltshire then explained the concept of ‘Localism’ that is currently being introduced across the county.  District Councils will be given a budget to spend on schemes that they want.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

Whilst the above matter was being discussed Councillor M.C.M. Lager arrived at the Meeting.

7.
NEWLANDS DRIVE


A report was received concerning the problems with the poor road surface in Newlands Drive.

The Town Clerk explained that as no one had admitted ownership of the section of Newlands Drive adjacent to Guithavon Street, she had made an application to The Land Registry and ascertained that the land was not registered.


Mr Wiltshire believed that this section of the road is privately owned but would make further enquiries and report back within a month.  He added that Essex County Council has a budget to bring such roads up to standard but no finances would be available until the next financial year.


RESOLVED  That the information be received and the results of Mr Wiltshire’s enquiries awaited.
8.
PARKING ISSUES

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal interest in this matter.  Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest as he lives in the vicinity of Maidment Crescent.  


Mr Wiltshire and Mr Jamieson were asked for an update with regard to steps being taken to resolve the commuter parking problems in Rickstones Road and the dangerous parking in Maidment Crescent junction with Howbridge Road.  

Mr Wiltshire explained that these roads had been included in the next round for consultation.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
9.
ESSEX COUNTY COUNCIL – RE-STRUCTURE OF HIGHWAYS AND TRANSPORTATION


Details of the latest staff structure of the Highways and Transportation section were received.

Members thanked Mr Wiltshire for all his work in the past and looked forward to working with Mr Jamieson again.




RESOLVED  That the details be received and noted.
10.
CONGESTION RELIEF SCHEMES


A letter was received from Essex County Council concerning the installation of a mini roundabout at the junction of Maldon Road with Maltings Lane and part time traffic signals at the Maldon Road junction with Blue Mills Hill.


Councillor W.S. Tearle had asked that his comments in welcoming the above schemes be tabled.


Members welcomed the schemes and looked forward to their implementation.


RESOLVED  That the letter be received and information welcomed.

The Chairman thanked Mr Wiltshire and Mr Jamieson for attending the Meeting.
11.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

Members debated the action to be taken with regard to matters outstanding with the District Council and finally agreed to establish the timescales and procedures in place for replies to enquiries.

It was explained that in the event of a problem, the Chief Executive of Braintree District Council had said that the Town Clerk should contact him.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and the District Council asked to detail the timescales and procedures  regarding its the failure to reply to enquiries.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow left the Meeting at this point.
12.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK 

Councillor Miss L. Barlow had declared a personal interest.  Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in this item as he sits on the District Council Local Framework Panel.
(a)
Minutes

A report was received and Members asked to formulate a formal response to the District Council’s proposals as outlined in the Minutes of the Meeting held 26th March 2008.
After an initial discussion it was agreed to work through the list of potential sites for development and vote on each one separately.
Witham Glebe (land adjacent to the Old Vicarage) – Members considered this as part of the River Walk and consequently considered this not a site suitable for residential development.
Land at Gimsons, Kings Chase – Members likewise considered this land inappropriate to be included particularly in view of the need for a wildlife survey to be undertaken.
Bellfields – Members recognised that as well as the land being contaminated with heavy metals, it also acted as a ‘green lung’ in an urban area and therefore should not be included as an area suitable for development.
Land at Shelleys, Blackwater Lane – Members would like to see this land used as a continuation of the River Walk to connect with Whetmead Nature Reserve so it should not be included on the list for development.
Land to rear of 24 – 40c Church Street – Members recognised the problems of access to this site which is owned by the United Charities, but considered that if Chipping Hill School closed, the land could be used for development.
Land adjacent to Conrad Road  - Members considered that this land had always been earmarked for residential development in the past and should therefore be included.  It was recognised that the agricultural reservoir would now act as a natural barrier to any ‘ribbon’ development along Cressing Road.
Allotments in Conrad Road – Members were particularly anxious that this site should not be included for redevelopment as they wished it to return to its original use as allotments.
Garden of Ullswater, Maldon Road – Members considered that as several schemes had been submitted for this site and always refused as it was considered to be back-land development, this site should not be included on the list.
Sunday market site, Constance Close – Members thought that this land was already included as a pre-application consultation had taken place with the developers.
Land off Carraways – Members likewise considered that this land had been earmarked for development.
Land at Barley Fields, Maltings Lane – Members queried the address, as it was considered that Barley Fields was adjacent to Green Fields and should therefore be included in the list for development.
Land at Olivers Farm, Maldon Road – Whilst appreciating that the list was part of a long term plan, Members considered that this land was too far out of the existing envelope and should therefore not be included for development.

Lodge Farm – Members agreed that there is potential to develop this land and should therefore be included.
Land at Blunts Hall Road – Members likewise agreed that there is a potential for development and this land should therefore be included.
In addition Members were anxious that the land running behind Lloyds Bank to the Co-operative Store should also be included on the list for redevelopment.  

Members also recognised the opportunity for regeneration of the Town Centre and were anxious to promote residential dwellings above retail outlets in any redevelopment of Newlands Precinct.
RESOLVED  That the report be received and the above comments incorporated into the Town Council’s formal response.
(b) Braintree Green Spaces Strategy 

A report was received concerning the Braintree Green Spaces Strategy.
Members recognised the considerable work undertaken by the Committee Clerk in producing the report and asked that their thanks be recorded.

Members agreed that the Period Garden should be included as a formal garden and that the Closed Churchyard should be recognised as an area for natural habitat.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and the District Council asked to include the Period Garden and the Closed Churchyard in the Green Spaces Strategy.
13.
MALTINGS LANE

Members were informed that the details of the Section 106 Agreement had not been referred to the District Council’s Planning Committee Meeting on 13th May 2008 as there was dissatisfaction over the parking provision at the Community Centre and Place of Worship.
Members were anxious that the Town Council should be given the opportunity for comment prior to agreement by the District Council and it was agreed to seek information about proposed timetables from the Head of Development Control.

Members were reminded that originally it had been agreed that as the Town Council was in a better position to decide on art work it should receive the financial contribution.  They also considered that it was a weak comment to make only ‘reasonable endeavours’ to secure a bus service. 

RESOLVED  That the Head of Development Control be asked to produce a timetable regarding the submission of the Section 106 Agreement to allow the Town Council to make comment.
RESOLVED  That the District Council be asked to amend the Section 106 Agreement to include the Town Council’s involvement in deciding on appropriate art work and that a more forceful comment should be agreed regarding the provision of a bus service.
14.
PARKING ON HUMBER ROAD ESTATE

Councillors Miss L. Barlow and B. Rose had declared personal interests in this matter.

A report was received concerning the problems encountered trying to resolve the parking difficulties on the Humber Road estate.
Members were disappointed with the response and whilst agreeing that the Town Council’s action would be limited, considered that there would be merit in identifying areas on the Humber Road estate that could be developed for parking.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and a map obtained from Braintree District Council in order that Councillor Miss L. Barlow could identify areas on the Humber Road estate that could be developed for parking.
15.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 17th and 31st March; 15th and 28th April; and 6th May 2008 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
16.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING PARTY

(a) Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Party held 13th March 2008 were received.

Councillor B.J. Fleet, Chairman of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group, explained that a further Meeting had been held last week but the Minutes were not yet available to be received at this Meeting.  He said that Members were keen to gain a clearer idea of species and habitats and through the Essex Wildlife Trust had approached the Essex Ecology Survey who could undertake a survey at a cost of £700.  The best time of the year to carry out the survey would be in the summer months.  The Town Clerk explained that Members would be unable to resolve that the survey be carried out as due notice had not been given on the Agenda, however, she could use her delegated powers.  Members were happy that the Town Clerk, in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-Chairman of the Environment Committee, use her delegated powers to authorise a survey of the River Walk. 



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
(b)
Commemorative Trees
Members were informed that letters of thanks have been received from those involved in the tree planting.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
17.
TREE PLANTING

Members were asked to consider applying to Essex County Council, which has £1.5 million available, for a grant to complete the tree planting scheme in partnership with Braintree District Council.

Members were reminded of the need to water trees when newly planted and the difficulty in staff being able to do so.  Members referred to the Report on the Extension of the Conservation Area that had recommended that trees could be planted in containers in Newland Street that had been much greener before all the infilling.  
It was agreed to seek advice and devise a scheme in conjunction with the Tree Officer at Braintree District Council.

RESOLVED  That advice regarding the funding be sought from Essex County Council and a proposed scheme of planting be organised with the Tree Officer at Braintree District Council.
18.
PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY

The Chairman asked Members to consider asking the Public Rights of Way Department to include the River Walk and Whetmead in its public rights of way/footpaths’ plan and then pursue funding for sign posting.

Members were happy to support the suggestion.

RESOLVED  That the request for the River Walk and Whetmead to be included as public rights of way be supported in order that funding for sign posting can be pursued.
19.
WITHAM AREA PARTNERSHIP SCHEME

A report was received concerning the newly named Witham Area Partnership Scheme, formerly known as the Heritage Economic Regeneration Scheme.
The Town Clerk explained that letters had been sent to the occupants of all eligible buildings and progress reports will be made to the Town Council every three to six months.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
20.
CROSS PARTY INQUIRY INTO CHILDHOOD LEUKAEMIA AND POWER LINES

A letter relating to the Cross Party Inquiry was received.



RESOLVED  That the letter be received and noted.
21.
FUTURE PROGRAMME

A list of proposed areas of work for consideration in the future programme of the Environment Committee was received.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager was eager for the Environment Committee to take a pro-active approach to its programme and to set challenges for the year.  He suggested that Members might like to take particular projects forward rather than incur additional work load in the office.

It was agreed that a framework could be produced but Members acknowledged that work would be dependent on the work load in the Town Hall Office.




RESOLVED  That a progress report be prepared.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.37 p.m.
Councillor S.E. Hicks
Chairman

AH/GK/21.5.2008
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