Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 19th January 2009.  Cont … 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 19th January 2009


Present: 
Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks
(Chairman)
(arrived 7.35 p.m.)



B.J.
Fleet
(Vice Chairman)



Miss
L.

Barlow




J.C.
Goodman




S.J.

Lambourne


Mrs
J.M.
Money


Also in attendance:
Cllr.
S.J.

Goodfellow
In the absence of the Chairman, Councillor B.J. Fleet took the Chair.

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath, M.C.M. Lager, N.D. Scales and Mrs K.E. Tearle, and Councillor S.E. Hicks who had been delayed.
88.

MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings of the 



Environment Committee held 3rd November 2008 and 5th 



January 2009 be confirmed as a true record and signed by 



the Chairman.
89.
INTERESTS


Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 104 – National 
Cycle Signage on the River Walk, as he is a member of the Cycle Training Club 
and later in the Meeting, at Minute 101 – Speed Management Strategy, he 
declared a personal interest as a Governor at Templars School, as he would wish 
to see speed reduction measures outside the school.
90.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

Mr John Palombi, Witham and Countryside Society, referred to the item on Street 
Lighting, (Minute 105 refers), that would be considered in Private Session.  He 
was concerned that this might relate to lights in the Conservation Area of 
Chipping Hill, as the Society 
would wish to see energy efficient Heritage 
Lighting installed.

The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council is considering replacing existing lighting with LED lights, in line with its policy.  She suggested that the Witham and Countryside Society puts its request in writing.
Mr Palombi also referred to the item on Parking Review, within the Witham Traffic Management Liaison Meeting Minutes, (Minute 95 refers).  He commented that consideration for those residents with no off-street parking facilities must be taken into account when introducing parking restrictions.
Councillor S.E. Hicks arrived at the Meeting and took the Chair.

Mr Alan Pearce, representing the Sauls Bridge Area Residents Association referred to the item on the Blackwater Rail Trail, (Minute 91 refers).  He explained that the Association had been set up to address concerns that residents are not consulted.  He said that residents had not been consulted regarding the proposed cycleway on the Rail Trail behind their properties nor the strengthening of Saul’s Bridge to allow HGVs to resume using it.  Residents were really concerned about the overlooking from the cycleway and were appalled that no one had spoken to residents before the work commenced.
Mrs Linda French, Saul’s Bridge Close, Witham explained that she had received a letter from Braintree District Council concerning proposals to adopt the footway, from the cycleway to Maldon Road, that runs beside her property with the intention of making it part of the Rail Trail. She said that enquiries of the Land Registry revealed that no one owns the footway and the District Council was pulled up short by her information.  She said that the Rail Trail was a haven for wildlife but was now a roadway.  The embankment is so high that users of the cycleway virtually look into bedroom windows and overlook gardens.  She hoped that Witham Town Council would take on residents’ concerns.
Mr Pearce, spoke of the perceived lack of communication between Councils in regard to the apparent designation of the Rail Trail as a Country Park.  

The Town Clerk advised that the Rail Trail is managed by Essex County Council, Country Park Division.  She explained that it is Town Council’s policy as well as Government’s, to promote walking and cycling.  She said that she would check the records regarding cycleway consultations as the Town Council had been consulted in the past regarding the extension of the cycleway network.  She added that such consultations are not in the remit of the Town Council but the extension of the cycleway network in Witham was included as an aspiration in the Town Plan.
  She understood residents’ concerns regarding barriers being erected but this was to prevent quad bikes being used on the cycleway.
The Chairman thanked the members of the public for their contribution to the Meeting.

It was agreed to bring forward the item on the Blackwater Rail Trail.
91.
BLACKWATER RAIL TRAIL


A report regarding residents’ concerns in relation to improvements to the Blackwater Rail Trail was received.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
92.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.




RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received 



and noted.
93.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 3rd and 17th November; 2nd and 17th December 2008; and 5th January 2009 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
94.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING PARTY

(a) MINUTES

The Minutes of the Meetings of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 13th November 2008 and 7th January 2009 were received.



RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
(b)
GREENLIGHT TRUST


A report was received.

Members were informed that the Greenlight Trust had made a presentation to the Working Party regarding projects involving the local community.  The site of the disused play area behind Ebenezer Close and adjacent to the River Walk had been identified as an appropriate site for such a project.


Concern was expressed that the proposed project would cost £12,000 yet this secluded site is owned by the District Council and furthermore it is unknown whether the community would wish to become involved.  Members were reluctant to dismiss the idea completely and discussed the best way to proceed.  




RESOLVED  That the report be received and Braintree 



District Council contacted regarding the project and to 



gauge possible interest.
95.
WITHAM TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT LIAISON MEETING


The Minutes of the Witham Traffic Management Liaison Meeting held 7th October 2008 were received and Members noted that the next Meeting will be held on 10th February 2009.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
96.
TREE PLANTING SCHEME
(a) CURRENT TREE PLANTING SCHEME


A report was received.

The Town Clerk explained that it was proposed to proceed with tree planting in Spa Road and Maltings Lane.  A quotation had been received for £2,769 to provide trees, guards and mulch matting and to plant the trees.  She would contact the Open Spaces Operatives to see if they would be able to plant the trees making a saving on these costs.  She added that £600 had been quoted to maintain the trees for the first year, but this would be done by the Open Spaces Operatives.

Members then turned their attention to the proposed tree planting at Ebenezer Close and objections received from residents.  It was agreed that the proposed tree planting scheme was too big for the green and only the outer ring of trees should be planted at a distance of 15 to 20 metres apart.  The trees should be native species and not too dominant.
 The Town Clerk advised that it was too late to proceed with the revised scheme in this planting season.







RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 10 of the Open Spaces Act 1906, 




approves a sum of up to £2,769 for tree planting in Spa 



Road and Maltings Lane.





RESOLVED  That the Landscape Officer at Braintree 



District Council be informed that a reduced planting 



scheme on the green at Ebenezer Close has now been 



agreed, with only the outer ring of native species trees 



being planted at a distance of 15 to 20 metres apart.

(b)
ORCHARD/ALLOTMENT AT CONRAD ROAD


A report was received regarding Braintree District Council’s request that a contribution be made towards the purchasing of fruit trees for the orchard.
Members welcomed the news that the site would be brought back into community use and would be an excellent facility particularly for the nearby schools.  The Town Clerk explained that there would be £537 left in the tree budget after the tree planting schemes at Spa Road and Maltings Lane.  Members agreed that a contribution of up to £500 should be made.




RESOLVED  That the report be received.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under Section 10 of the Open Spaces Act 1906 should incur 


the following expenditure by a contribution of up to £500 



towards the planting of fruit trees at the orchard.
97.
LIGHTS AT SPRING LODGE


A report was received concerning the replacement lights at Spring Lodge.  The Town Clerk explained that the District Council had now agreed to install timer switches on the lights.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and information 



noted.
98.
MALDON ROAD JUNCTIONS IMPROVEMENTS

(a)  
MALTINGS LANE

Members were informed that EDF has promised to undertake the electrical work on 26th January 2009 and soon after that the main work will be completed to the lining so the junction can operate as a mini roundabout.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.

(b)  
BLUE MILLS HILL

Members were informed that Essex County Council’s signal design and installation consultants are looking to programme the installation of the new traffic signal in March 2009, winter weather permitting.





RESOLVED   That the information be received and noted.
99.
ALLOTMENTS


The notes of the Committee Meeting of the Witham Allotment and Leisure Gardens Association were received and Members noted that the Town Council will meet with WALGA once the District Council’s budget for 2009/2010 is approved on 16th February 2009.

Members congratulated the allotment holders on their achievement and considered that they deserved the Town Council’s support.




RESOLVED  That the notes be received and information 



noted.
100.
A12 – HATFIELD PEVEREL TO WITHAM IMPROVEMENTS

Members were informed that it is planned to demolish the disused public conveniences and the terrace of cottages adjacent to the A12 slip road at Hatfield Peverel in the New Year.  The demolition has been delayed due to the evidence of bats using the building as a roost.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
101.
SPEED MANAGEMENT STRATEGY


Whilst this item was discussed Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest.


A report on the draft Speed Management Strategy was received.

Members considered the strategy in line with the Town Council’s policy to promote a 20 mph limit in the town particularly near schools.  It was noted that B Class roads could not be made subject to a 20 mph limit which results in schools like Templars being unable to benefit from such a restriction.  It was considered that there is a basic premiss in the strategy that speed cannot be reduced as it would prevent free flowing traffic but Members argued that a variable speed limit of 20 mph outside Templars School would not adversely affect the traffic flow.  The suggestion was therefore made that an objection should be raised against the in-built bias of faster traffic on County Routes/B Roads rather than giving priority to children.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and a letter of 



representation made in regard to the above points.
102.
MINERALS DEVELOPMENT PLAN


A report was received regarding the Minerals Development Document.

Members commented on the suggested site at Appleford and Coleman’s Farm and said that if developed, lorries should not be allowed to go through Witham, there should be an environmental impact assessment and an assurance regarding after-use.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and 




representations made regarding Members’ concerns in 



relation to traffic movements, no HGVs allowed to enter 



Witham, an environmental impact assessment, lorries being 


properly sheeted and an assurance as to what would happen 


to the site.
103.
ENTRANCES TO THE TOWN

Members were asked to confirm agreement of the proposed ‘Welcome to Witham’ road signs at the entrances to the town.





RESOLVED  That the Town  Council agrees the proposed 



‘Welcome to Witham’ road signs at the entrances to the 



town.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC




RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from 


the Meeting for the following items of business on the 


grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 


interest.

104.
NATIONAL CYCLE SIGNAGE ON THE RIVER WALK

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal interest.


A report was received.

The Town Clerk explained that she had consulted SUSTRAN who is content with the proposed signage.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 



Council using its powers under Section 19(a) of the Local 



Government (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act 1976, 




authorises the purchase of signage at a cost of  £1,300.
105.
STREET LIGHTING


Quotations were received from City and Southern Lighting Ltd for replacement lights in Faulkbourne Road and on the River Walk.  


The Town Clerk explained that if Members approved the proposal for an LED energy efficient light in Faulkbourne Road she would need to seek authority for its use from Essex County Council Highways.  She said that City and Southern is prepared to offer a discount if the two adjoining lights on the River Walk are replaced at the same time and no authority for LED lanterns would be required.




RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under the Parish Councils’ Act 1957 Sections 3(1) and 7, 



authorises the replacement of light WTC 31 in Faulkbourne 


Road at a cost of £659.80, subject to agreement from Essex 


County Council.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its powers 



under the Parish Councils’ Act 1957 Sections 3(1) and 7,  



authorises the replacement of three lights, WTC 76, 77 and 



78, on the River Walk, at a cost of £1,620.40.
106.
CRITTALL BRIDGE BOWLS’CLUB
A report was received.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
107 .
PUBLIC DOMAIN
Members considered that Minutes 104 – National Cycle Signage on the River Walk and 105 – Street Lighting, discussed in Private Session, could be moved into the Public Domain.





RESOLVED  That Minutes 104 – National Cycle Signage 



on the River Walk and 105 – Street Lighting, be moved 



into the Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.49 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman 


AH/GK/21.1.2009

�








� Archive records of consultation together with the relevant Town Plan Action are enclosed with these Minutes.
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