Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 8th July 2008.  Cont … 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Tuesday, 8th July 2008




Present:
Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)



Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow




B.J.
Fleet




P.A.
Heath



Mrs
J.M.
Money



W.S.
Tearle
Also in attendance:
Cllrs.
S.J.

Goodfellow



B.

Rose

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors M.C.M. Lager, Mrs P.M. Lee, N.D. Scales and Mrs K.E. Tearle.
23.

MINUTES

RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting held 19th May 2008 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
24.
INTERESTS

Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath and S.E. Hicks declared personal interests in Minute 37 – Witham and Countryside - Proposals to obtain Listed Building Status, as they are all members of that organisation.

ADJOURNMENT

As no member of the press or public was present an adjournment was unnecessary.  
25.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.

RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received and noted.
26.
PARKING ON HUMBER ROAD ESTATE


Councillor Miss L. Barlow said that she had made a preliminary inspection of the estate but had not yet had time to identifying areas that could be developed for parking.  It was agreed to defer this matter to the next Meeting of the Environment Committee.

RESOLVED  That this matter be deferred to the next Meeting of the Environment Committee.
27.
TREE PLANTING


A report was received from the Town Clerk concerning the advice sought from the Rural Community Council, regarding funding available, and the proposals for tree planting.  She explained that the Tree Officer, at Braintree District Council, had said that he should be in a position by the end of July to report on the Town Council’s proposals for tree planting.  She said that sixty replacement trees are required at James Cooke Wood following last year’s fire and a commemorative tree in memory of a former Town Mayor has died.  She added that Essex County Council would be providing trees not funding.  

Members agreed that the Town Clerk should proceed with this matter and, if the procedure becomes protracted, arrange to replace the commemorative tree.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and funding sought.
28.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Application Sub-Committee held 19th May and 3rd, 16th and 30th June 2008 were received.


Councillor P.A. Heath referred to Minute 16(b) and Councillor Lager’s report on the District Council’s Planning Committee Meeting, particularly the Chairman’s casting vote.  Members agreed that the Environment Committee should look at the District Council’s Planning Committee and its procedures.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.


RESOLVED  That the District Council’s Planning Committee and its procedures be an Agenda item on the next Meeting of the Environment Committee.
29.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP


The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Party held 14th May 2008 were received and a letter from Braintree District Council tabled.


The Town Clerk explained that she had approached the District Council offering for the Town Council to maintain the area under the railway viaduct towards Nettos and the area of grass to the right of the River Walk towards Saul’s Bridge.  She advised that the latter area was already being cut by the Town Council in return for the District Council emptying the dog bins free-of-charge.  She said that the District Council’s view that all grounds maintenance should be included is unacceptable as a long hedge, costly to maintain, would be involved.


Members suggested that information concerning the legal requirements for litter to be removed in the area adjacent to the viaduct should be sought as this was the main reason for complaint.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

RESOLVED  That the letter be received and the issue of maintaining additional areas on behalf of the District Council should not be pursued but the legal requirements for litter picking the area adjacent to the viaduct be ascertained.
30.
EMERGENCY PLAN


The revised Emergency Plan that was circulated to all Members on 20th May 2008 was received.

RESOLVED  That the Emergency Plan be received and noted.
31.
CARBON FOOTPRINT GROUP


A report was received.
Councillor Miss L. Barlow detailed the findings of the Carbon Footprint Group and the need to provide a simple yet flexible system so that Members could choose to receive Agenda attachments by email but be able to request paper copies as necessary.
  

Members were reminded that it might prove greener to use paper from sustainable sources rather than recycled paper that had a tendency to cause photocopiers to break down.  Members recognised that paper recycling was possible but would be expensive to collect.  It was agreed that the District Council should be asked to provide a recycling service for businesses.


RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town Clerk asked to make proposals.

RESOLVED  That the District Council be asked to provide a recycling scheme for businesses.
32.
ENTRANCES TO THE TOWN


A report was received.

Councillor Mrs J.M. Money said that she had been given a contact’s name at Essex County Council regarding the A12 slip road and Members were informed that the request for funding improvements to the entrances would be considered by the Local Committee.  

RESOLVED  That the report be received and further information awaited.
33.
PLANNING FOR GYPSY AND TRAVELLER ACCOMMODATION IN THE EAST OF ENGLAND


A report was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
34.
A12 INQUIRY


A report was received.

Members voiced their concerns that the promised A12 improvements between Hatfield Peverel and Witham could be delayed whilst a scheme for further improvements is developed.  





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

35.
PROJECTS’ UPDATE


The Projects’ Update was received.

RESOLVED  That the Projects’ Update be received and noted.
36.
DISTRICT COUNCIL’S VISION


A report was received.

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow voiced his concerns regarding the District Council’s Vision for Witham which apparently is indicative yet consultants had been employed to provide a detailed scheme to improve access, increase retail units and to build flats at the Newlands Shopping Centre.  He was anxious that the Town Council should have the opportunity to influence such an important scheme at an early stage.  He suggested that any scheme should accommodate market stalls, play area and cycle parking.  


Members agreed with the comments made and asked whether the District Council had been in meaningful consultation with the owners.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and that the Head of Development Control be asked to make a presentation to the Town Council in which the current status of the proposals are identified and details of consultees made know.
37.
WITHAM AND COUNTRYSIDE - PROPOSALS TO OBTAIN LISTED BUILDING STATUS

Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, P.A. Heath and S.E. Hicks had declared personal interests.

A report was received regarding the proposals for the Witham and Countryside Society to seek Listed Building status for Chipping Hill School and the Railway Station.

Members supported the request for Chipping Hill School to be listed but some questioned whether the station merited such status.
RESOLVED  That the report be received and the request from Witham and Countryside Society to have Chipping Hill School and Witham Railway Station be awarded Grade II listing be supported.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.47 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman
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� There are 21 Members of the District Council’s Planning Committee, 14 of which are Conservative, 1 Independent, 3 Labour, 2 Halstead Residents and 1 Green.  The Witham area has 18 out of 60 Councillors but with just four representatives on the Planning Committee, the Witham area is under represented.  


� The Town Clerk has sent Members a memorandum asking if they wish to opt for Agenda attachments via email.


� Paper for recycling is now being taken to Perry Road.
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