Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee be held 3rd November 2008.  Cont … 
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APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Miss L. Barlow.
63.

MINUTES




RESOLVED That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 



Environment Committee held 2nd September 2008 be 



confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.

64.
INTERESTS


There were no declarations of interests.
65.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC
There were no questions or statements from the member of the public present.
It was agreed to take the item on Neighbourhood Shops – Church Street, next.

66.
NEIGHBOURHOOD SHOPS – CHURCH STREET


A report was received regarding amenity land in Church Street.

The Town Clerk advised that the Witham and Countryside Society had complained that the shrubs and garden at the shopping area in Church Street have been removed and replaced with concrete.  The Society is concerned as it is within a conservation area and without planning permission.  Braintree District Council was contacted regarding possible covenants on the land as the original owner, and whether action could be taken to require the flower beds to be reinstated but negative responses were received.

Members were very concerned and considered a number of issues to be pertinent, namely the health and safety issues regarding the poor fencing, the untidy nature of the site and that the District Council should exercise greater care when disposing of property in Conservation Areas.  

After much discussion it was agreed to write to Braintree District Council.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and a letter sent 



to Braintree District Council complaining of the health and 



safety issue regarding the poor fencing, the untidy nature of 


the site and that in future greater care should be taken when 


disposing of property in a Conservation Area to ensure that 



similar problems do not arise.

Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Council Chamber at this point.

67.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


The Town Clerk explained that a detailed report, following the Allotment Holders’ meeting, had been received and she has sought permission to circulate to Members.





RESOLVED  That the Report be received and noted.
68.
TREE PLANTING


A report was received regarding the progress on the proposed tree planting scheme and difficulties encountered by Councillor M.C.M. Lager in pursuing the need for larger trees rather than whips to be provided by Essex County Council.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
69.
BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL DEVELOPMENT CONTROL DEVELOPMENT PLAN DOCUMENT (DPD)


A report was received concerning the issues to be referred to Braintree District Council for inclusion in its Local Development Framework.

Members agreed that the recommendations should be submitted to the District Council with the following additions –

· Shop fronts in a Conservation Area – to include illumination and compatible design.
· 20 mph residential zones – to define the zones as being on residential estates.

· Litter – to request that fast food outlets are required to provide litter clearance within a specified radius of their premises.

· Major Developments – to include the making up of roads and the provision of street lighting once residents have moved in.  

· Transfer of land from public to private sector – to ensure that the community is not adversely affected, protection should be afforded by appropriate covenants.

· Proper Section 106 agreements to ensure that conditions are in place that must be complied with by the developer.


The Town Clerk asked that Members email specific points for inclusion.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and 




recommendations, with additions, be forwarded to the 



District Council for inclusion in its Local Development 



Framework.

Whilst this item was being discussed Councillor P.R. Barlow returned to the Council Chamber.
70.
RESIDENTS’ PARKING IN GUITHAVON STREET


Members were informed that Essex County Council considers that the extended Residents’ Parking scheme in Guithavon Street has not been operational long enough to gauge fully whether it is working correctly and will therefore continue to monitor.  




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
71
ZEBRA CROSSING – MALDON ROAD


Members were informed that Essex County Council considers a zebra crossing in Maldon Road could cost as much as £30,000 depending on the electrical work required and that a contribution towards these costs could be made from the development of River View.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
72
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 8th and 22nd September, and 7th and 21st October 2008 were received.

Members asked it be noted that a judgement can only be taken on information received from the applicant.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
73
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING PARTY


The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Party held 23rd September 2008 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

74
SIGNAGE


A report was received regarding the poor signage on the entrances to the town.

Members welcomed the proposals and the suggestion was made that Witham in Bloom be asked to consider adding floral displays as in other towns.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and proposals 



welcomed.
75
REPLACEMENT LIGHTS AT SPRING LODGE


A report was received concerning the replacement street lights at Spring Lodge.

Members agreed that the Town Council policy to replace, where possible, street lights with LED lanterns was still valid and the recommendation should therefore be accepted.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council only accepts 




responsibility for the lights provided that they are either 



replaced with LED lanterns or that the lights as proposed 



by Braintree District Council are fitted with time switches 



from dusk to midnight and, in winter, 6.00 a.m. till sunrise, 



in order to reduce the Town Council’s footprint.
76.
A12 – BRIEFING REPORT


The Essex Association of Local Councils Briefing Report was received.

Members agreed that the A12 should be reclassified as a road of national significance and EU funding sought for improvements.  Members hoped that the promised improvements between Hatfield Peverel and Witham would not be delayed.





RESOLVED  That the Briefing Report be received and 



noted.
77.
TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT LIAISON PANELS


A report was received concerning representation on the Traffic Management Liaison Panels.

Members agreed that the Chairman of the Environment Committee should be the Town Council representative on the Traffic Management Liaison Panels but asked that if he is unable to attend he seeks a reserve from North Ward, which is currently not represented.





RESOLVED  That the Chairman of the Environment 



Committee, Councillor S.E. Hicks be nominated as the 



Town Council representative but in the event of him being 



unable to attend he chooses, if possible, a reserve from 



North Ward.
78.
FOOTWAY – BENTON CLOSE


A report was received regarding the request for Town Council support for a footway to be provided at the corner of Benton Close.

Members agreed that this request should be supported.





RESOLVED  That the request for a footway to be 




provided at the corner of Benton Close be supported.
79.
DEVOLUTION OF DUTIES

(a) Members were informed that Essex County Council proposes introducing “Rangers” who will concentrate on work identified by Parish/Town Councils in its move towards localism.  The system should be introduced by March 2009.


Members were disappointed that Essex County Council had not responded 
positively to the Town Council’s request for partnership working which would 
have been a more effective and efficient use of funds.  




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
(b) Members were informed that the proposed pump-priming budget of £8,000 will be reabsorbed into Town Council funds.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
80.
NATIONAL CYCLE SIGNAGE



A report was received concerning the request to affix temporary signs on the 
River Walk to indicate the National Cycle Network.


Whilst Members wished to encourage cycling, concern was expressed about the 
number of signs proposed and the colour.  It was agreed to refer the matter to the 
River Walk and Whetmead Working Group.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the matter 




referred to the River Walk and Whetmead Working Group 




for comment before considering the matter further.


Councillor Mrs K.E. Tearle left the Meeting.

81.
FOOTWAY LIGHTING – RICKSTONES ROAD

A report was received concerning Greenfields’ request for lighting to be installed to the rear of Rickstones Road and Redwood Close.

Members agreed that as both Greenfields Community Housing and Braintree District Council had more responsibility for the area and more funds available it should be their responsibility to provide the lighting.





RESOLVED  That the report be received, the request for 



the Town Council to provide lighting be refused and the 



suggestion made that an approach should be made to the 



District Council.
82.
BUDGET 2009/10
A report was received concerning the Environment Budget for 2009/2010.
A report by the Chairman on the successful progress made on possible projects for the Environment Committee was tabled and the Chairman thanked staff and Members for their support and assistance in the achievements to date.
Councillor M.C.M. Lager proposed the budget.  He said that funds would be available to provide extra street signs and £10,000 for the link between the River Walk and Whetmead.

Councillor B.J. Fleet pointed out that a decision with regard to the dredging of the pond on the River Walk and appropriate funding might need to be addressed.



RESOLVED  That the following budget bids should be 



presented to the Estimates Sub-Committee for 




consideration –



Pensions



-
£11,500




Equipment



-
£10,000




Lighting of footpaths


-
 £6,000




Period Garden



-
 £4,000




Closed Churchyard


-
 £8,000




Trees




-
 £2,500




James Cooke Wood


-
 £8,000




Environmental Improvements + WAPS -
£40,000




Highway matters – street signage
-
 £4,000




CCTV




-
£22,500




River Walk



-
£45,000




Whetmead



-
£17,000




Total




-
£178,500
Whilst the above matter was being discussed Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting and Councillor P.R. Barlow left the Meeting after the vote.

EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC




RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from 


the Meeting for the following items of business on the 


grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 


interest.

83.
BRAINTREE ROAD CAR PARK


A report was received.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 



Clerk authorised to take appropriate action.
84.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved into the Public Domain.




RESOLVED  That the item discussed in Private Session 



should not be moved into the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.08 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman


AH/GK5.11.2008
�








� Essex County Council is seeking immediate resolution regarding the un-sheeted lorries leaving the quarry.





[image: image1.jpg]

[image: image2.png]


