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MINUTES
Meeting:  
Community Committee

Date:

Monday, 26th November 2007


Present:
Councillors:
B.

Rose 

(Vice Chairman in the Chair)


Mrs
P.A.
Brunton




B.J.
Fleet





S.J.

Goodfellow



P.A.
Heath

S.E.
Hicks


Mrs
P.M.
Lee

Also present: 
Councillors:
P.R.
Barlow



M.C.M.
Lager

(arrived 7.35 p.m.)
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Miss L. Barlow, N. Coughlan, S.J. Lambourne, Mrs J.M. Money and W.S. Tearle.
55.
MINUTES

RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the Community Committee held 1st October 2007 be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
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56.
DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS

Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest in Minute 68 – Witham in Bloom, as he is a member of that organisation and a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 70 – Relocation, Enlargement and Change in the Upper Age Limit of Chipping Hill School as he is a governor at that school.  He indicated that he wished to speak during the adjournment.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow declared a personal interest in Minute 70 - Relocation, Enlargement and Change in the Upper Age Limit of Chipping Hill School as he is a governor at Templars Junior School that could be affected by any change.

Later in the Meeting at Minute 70 - Relocation, Enlargement and Change in the Upper Age Limit of Chipping Hill School, Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest as he is a governor at Templars Nursery, Infant and Junior Schools that had both commented or are likely to comment on this proposal, Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal interest as he is a governor at Powers Hall Infant School that may be affected by any proposal and Councillor P.R. Barlow declared a personal interest as he is a governor at The Rickstones School that could be affected by any change.
During the above item, Councillor M.C.M. Lager arrived at the Meeting.


ADJOURNMENT

The Chairman adjourned the Meeting for comment from Councillor B.J. Fleet and the members of press and public present.

Councillor B.J. Fleet spoke about the proposal to relocate, enlarge and change the upper age limit at Chipping Hill School.  He regretted that the school, which is one of the few stand alone Infants’ Schools, had not emphasised in the circulated booklet that it is a Centre of Excellence, with consistently above average SATS results and outstanding Ofsted reports.  He said that out of the 600 schools teaching under 11’s, only twelve have outstanding Ofsted reports, putting Chipping Hill School in the top 2% of the county.  He considered that the proposal to relocate across town and change the school into a Primary School would assist the County Council in the mismatch of admissions but he expressed concern that the ethos of this Centre of Excellence could be affected by the relocation particularly if all the staff do not transfer.

The Chairman thanked Councillor Fleet for his comments and then reconvened the Meeting.
57.
POLICE LIAISON

The Chairman welcomed Inspector Murray and PCSO Jackie Bardsley to the Meeting.

(i)
Incidents at Ben Sainty Court


Inspector Murray was asked for an assurance that appropriate action is being taken with regard to incidents at Ben Sainty Court.

Inspector Murray replied that the police are actively dealing with this situation in partnership with other agencies.


(ii)
Parking in Rickstones Road

Inspector Murray explained that parking enforcement is now the responsibility of the Local Authority.  Unnecessary and unlawful obstruction would be considered on its individual merits, for example if a drive way was blocked or large vehicles were unable to pass parked cars.  In the case of commuter parking in Rickstones Road, he urged that the Local Authority be contacted as an obstruction was unlikely.  

Members also raised the issue that these vehicles will often be parked on the footpath obstructing wheelchairs and buggies.  Inspector Murray appreciated the problem but regretted that there was no easy solution as it again depended on circumstances.  He said that he would however raise the matter with the PCSOs and ask that they advise local residents of the problems caused if they park on the footpath.


(iii)
Unacceptable Level of Crime

Inspector Murray explained that he was disappointed that Mrs Threadgold had expressed concerns in her letter regarding crime levels in Witham as they were the lowest for a long time.  He said that Witham police had been successful in reaching their target of a 5% reduction in reported crime.  He was unaware of graffiti problems but accepted that criminal damage was a sporadic problem across the town.  He said that there were no incidents recently that had warranted the use of the police helicopter but recognised that it is often used over the A12 particularly following accidents.

Members considered that Mrs Threadgold had raised several useful points in her letter but she did not detail specific incidents only generalities.  
It was agreed that in response to her complaints, a letter would be written to the estate agents that have “for Sale” or “To Let” signs above shops in Newland Street.

Inspector Murray considered that Mrs Threadgold should bring her concerns to the Neighboourhood Action Panel and it was agreed to forward her full letter to him.


Members asked Inspector Murray for his views concerning the usefulness of PCSOs in the town.  He said that he would encourage further use of PCSOs, who 

are the eyes and ears of the town and that an additional PCSO for the town centre would not only double the hours but provide flexibility.

The Chairman thanked Inspector Murray and PCSO Bardsley for attending the Meeting.
58.
COMMUNITY WARDEN


The Community Warden’s Parish Reports for August and September 2007 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Reports be received and noted.
59.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


The Town Mayor reported that he and the Deputy Town Mayor would be attending a celebratory lunch with the Dorothy L. Sayers Society and that he had emailed the Secretary with regard the proposal that the Town Council could be involved in the celebrations.


Members were concerned that nothing further had been received regarding the Town Council’s positive response to Braintree District Council’s enquiry concerning an additional PCSO for the town.  


Members were informed that the vehicles that had been for sale on land adjacent to the Bridge Hospital site had now been cleared.


RESOLVED  That a further letter be sent to Braintree District Council urging that the positive response for a PCSO be acted upon.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
60.
GRANT FUNDING


A report was received concerning possible grant funding.

Members agreed that the advice to seek details of funding be approved.

RESOLVED  That the report be received and details of funding be sought.
61.
SKATE PARK


A report was received and Members asked that a realistic figure be put in to the budget so that the skate park could be improved.

The Town Clerk explained that it would be necessary to go out to tender for this item of equipment but Members were reminded that the skate park is owned by the District Council and a letter should therefore be sent to the Local Committee in the first instance.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
62.
RICKSTONES PAVILION 

A report concerning play equipment was received.

Members urged that the District Council should clarify its position regarding its proposal, four years’ ago, to replace the pavilion particularly as plans to redevelop the shopping area in Laburnum Way would reduce existing facilities.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager said that the District Council proposed to spend £1.215 million on a new community centre and changing facilities to replace Rickstones Pavilion in the next two or three years.  He reiterated the need to approach Greenfields Housing Association to seek funding for play equipment.

Members were concerned that the redevelopment at Rickstones Pavilion would therefore be delayed for at least six years but were likewise concerned that no facilities had yet been installed on the Maltings Lane Development.


Concern was also expressed that the Town Council had lost the opportunity to access Section 106 Agreement funding from the Little Elms development.  The Town Clerk advised that this matter should have been discussed at the Environment Committee Meeting but had to be deferred through lack of time to the Resources Committee Meeting to be held 10th December 2007.  She advised that it was imperative to get Section 106 Agreement funding correct from the start and she was therefore requesting that legal advice be sought in the first instance.


Members spoke of the importance of matched funding and the success through partnerships at the Templars Doorstep Green project.  It was also noted that the predecessor to the Witham Local Committee had requested that once the Section 106 Agreement funding at Maltings Lane had been finalised it would be referred back for final endorsement.  Members agreed to ask for sight of the final agreement.

RESOLVED  That the Environment Committee considers the lack of community facilities at Maltings Lane.


RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the Witham Local Committee requesting details concerning the redevelopment at Rickstones Pavilion.


RESOLVED  That the Planning Department at Braintree District Council be asked to provide details of the additional Section 106 Agreement resulting from the increased residential development at Maltings Lane.
63.
PLAYGROUND WORKING PARTY


The Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd October 2007 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
64.
ABANDONED SHOPPING TROLLEYS


A report was received.

Members failed to see why Tesco had not implemented coin-in-the-slot trolleys in Witham, which were acceptable in other towns, and why the Radlock system should be a Health and Safety issue.  The suggestion was made that enquiries be made as to whether a third party could be employed to collect the abandoned trolleys on the Town Council’s behalf.  In addition, Members recalled that Chelmsford Tesco was taken to court by the Environment Agency and wondered if Witham Tesco could likewise be summoned.

RESOLVED  That legal advice be sought with regard the collection of abandoned trolleys.


RESOLVED  That other stores be canvassed as to whether begging is a problem as suggested by the manager at Witham Tesco.
65.
CHRISTMAS DECORATIONS GROUP


The Minutes of the Meetings of the Christmas Decorations Committee held 3rd October and 5th November 2007 were received.

Members recognised the value of the Christmas Decorations Group particularly as community representatives are involved.  Members suggested that the Group should be asked to consider an ‘official switch on’ for next year.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.


RESOLVED  That tenders be sought for Christmas lights and the Decorations Group be asked to investigate the possibility of an ‘official switch on’ for next year.
66.
WITHAM TOWN LUNCHEON CLUB


A letter was received concerning the continued free use of the Function Room and kitchen by the Luncheon Club on a Monday.

Members agreed that the Luncheon Club should continue to receive free use of the Function Room and kitchen this coming year but were concerned that the high turn over of cooks resulted in a considerable amount of administration for Town Hall staff.


RESOLVED  That the Luncheon Club be given free use of the Function Room and kitchen on a Monday.

RESOLVED  That a letter be sent to the Luncheon Club Treasurer explaining the Town Council’s difficulties resulting from the high turn over of cooks.
67.
STREET MARKET


A report was received.

Members agreed that the Saturday Market appeared to be running down and that a small group of interested parties should meet to discuss possible solutions.


RESOLVED  That a Working Group to include Councillors P.R. Barlow, B.J. Fleet, P.A. Heath, Mrs P. M. Lee and Mrs J.M. Money; Simon Taylor of Braintree District Council, and representatives of The Grove and Newlands Shopping Precincts, Chamber of Commerce and the Strategy Group be set up to explore possible improvements to the Saturday Market.

Councillors P.A. Heath and Mrs P.M. Lee left the Meeting at this point.

68.
WITHAM IN BLOOM


Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest in this matter.


A grant aid request from Witham in Bloom was received.

Members recognised the value of Witham in Bloom but agreed that an increase in its grant of approximately 18% could not be justified.  Members commented that the Group felt let down by Braintree District Council, who they considered could become more involved.


RESOLVED  That the Town Council using its power under Section 144 of the Local Government Act 1972, should give Witham in Bloom a grant of £10,000 for 2008/2009.
69.
TOURIST INFORMATION 


Visitor Information Statistics for September and October 2007 were received.

Members asked if it would be possible to obtain a commentary of anything of significance that would affect these figures.


RESOLVED  That the statistics be received and a commentary of anything of significance be obtained in the future.
70.
RELOCATION, ENLARGEMENT AND CHANGE IN THE UPPER AGE LIMIT OF CHIPPING HILL SCHOOL

Councillor B.J. Fleet left the Council Chamber as he had declared a personal and prejudicial interest in this matter.
Councillor S.J. Goodfellow had declared a personal interest in this item.

Councillors P.R. Barlow, S.E. Hicks and M.C.M. Lager declared personal interests in this matter.

A Community Consultation on the possible relocation, enlargement and change in the upper age limit of Chipping Hill School was received.

Members recognised that Chipping Hill School is a Centre of Excellence and were concerned that this and the small village school character could be affected by any change.  Members realised the logic behind the proposal and the obvious benefits of moving from out-dated buildings and children being able to continue their education at the same school when they move from Infants to Juniors.  Members were worried that staff might leave the school if it moved across town and the effect that a school in new premises would have on other schools in Witham.  It was pointed out that the expensive brochure lacked information as to where children attending Chipping Hill School live, what effect the proposal would have on the area and difficulties that could be encountered with dropping off and collecting children.
After much discussion Members agreed that the Town Council would respond to the consultation and welcome the opportunity to improve accommodation, that an assurance as to how the high standards of education could be maintained was required and that concern should be expressed regarding the impact that such a relocation would have on other schools in the town.
RESOLVED  That the Consultation Paper be received and that Essex County Council be informed that
· the Town Council welcomes the opportunity to improve the accommodation at Chipping Hill School
· the Town Council needs to be assured as to how the current high standard of education at Chipping Hill will be maintained in the new premises
· how the Education Authority will manage the undoubted impact that the proposed re-location of Chipping Hill School, if implemented, will have  on other schools in Witham.
It was pointed out that Members could also make their own personal response to the Consultation.

Councillor B.J. Fleet then returned to the Council Chamber. 
71.
PUPPET FESTIVAL


(a)
YANGZHOU PUPPET COMPANY

Members welcomed the information that the Yangzhou Puppet Company has agreed to perform at the Puppet Festival in 2008.  The Town Clerk informed Members that a fee of £550 was required.


RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
(b) SERVICE LEVEL AGREEMENT

A proposed Service Level Agreement from Braintree District Council was received.
The Town Clerk explained that if a Management Agency is used to organise the festival a fee of £5,000 would be required, which would not then be available to spend on puppet acts.  She explained that the staff had looked through the information folder and considered that the festival could be organised in-house.  However, Members should be aware that this would have to take priority over any new or further projects that the Council may plan.
RESOLVED  That the 2008 Puppet Festival be organised by the Town Council staff.
Members considered that there was scope to explore with Braintree District Council the possibility of devolving an Arts Development post and funding to the Town Council.

RESOLVED  That Braintree District Council be asked to consider devolving an Arts Advisor post and funding to develop arts in Witham and the surrounding area.
72.
BUDGET 2008/2009


A proposed budget for the Community Committee was received.

Members were concerned that the Christmas Lights budget should be increased by £1,000 and that the effectiveness and value of the existing part-funded PCSO should be explored before another one is funded.


RESOLVED  That the following budget bids should be presented to the Estimates Sub-Committee for consideration -




Town Clock



-
     £400





Bus Shelters/seats

          
-
  £2,000





Parks and Open Spaces

-
£20,000




Litter bins



-
  £2,000





Entertainment, Arts and Tourism
-
£34,000





Christmas Decorations

-
  £8,000





Public Rooms, tourism/heritage
-
£30,000





Community Support


-
£15,000





Police Community Support

-
£29,000





Central Services


-
£69,720





Total




- 
£210,120

In addition the following items are in Earmarked Reserves





Parks and Open Spaces

-
£29,000





Christmas Decorations

-
 £1,997





Public rooms tourism/heritage
-
 £8,000





Total Committee Expenditure  
 -
£249,117


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.56 p.m.

Councillor B.Rose

Chairman







AH/GK/GK 28.11.2007
�








� A paper relating to Witham Town Council collecting abandoned trolleys is attached to these Minutes.





