Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 16th March 2009.  Cont … 
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 16th March 2009


Present:
Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)



Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow




B.J.
Fleet






J.C.
Goodman




M.C.M.
Lager


N.D.
Scales

APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P.A. Heath, Mrs J.M. Money, Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle.
108.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 



Environment Committee held 19th January 2009 be 




confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman. 
109.
INTERESTS

Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 115 – River Walk and Whetmead Working Group, as he is a Member of the Community Housing Investment Partnership Fund mentioned in the Minutes.
Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 113 - Planning Applications Sub-Committee, as he had made an application considered by the Sub-Committee.
Later in the Meeting at Minute 117 (c) – Memorial Trees, Councillor B.J. Fleet declared a personal interest as he had purchased a tree.

Later in the Meeting at Minute 120 – Braintree Local Planning Review – Draft Supplementary Planning Document Open Space, Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as she sits on the Local Development Framework Panel.

110.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

The Chairman invited questions and statements from the members of public and 
press present.


Mr Alan Pearce spoke on behalf of the Saul’s Bridge Area Residents’ 
Association.  He complained about the lack of support received from the Town 
Council regarding the revocation of the weight restriction at Saul’s Bridge and the 
number of people and schools that would like the restriction to remain.

Councillor M.C.M. Lager responded that the situation since the weight limit was 
imposed at Saul’s Bridge has changed and it is now proposed to take no action 
until an examination of the wider issues is considered.  He said that the matter 
would also be discussed at the Witham Traffic Management Liaison Meeting.  He 
spoke of the intention to take a strategic look at the traffic in and around the town, 
related signage and road safety issues.
Councillor P.R. Barlow remembered that the weight restriction was imposed following a structural survey of the bridge to prevent damage by large vehicles, despite it being the through route to Maldon.  He spoke of the protests in Maltings Lane when the spine road was constructed and designated as an alternative route and the traffic calming measures put in place to discourage all vehicles.  He said that this was the only effective alternative route and if the weight limit on the bridge is removed then other residents will be relieved.  He stressed that there is no easy solution but was pleased that a route survey would at last be undertaken and hoped it would result in improvements to the quality of life for all residents.
Councillor B.J. Fleet referred to the Meeting of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee when the revocation of the weight restriction was discussed and considered that the Town Council’s understanding was that residents in the town as a whole were anticipating this move and knew the weight restriction was temporary.

Mr Pearce considered communications by both District and Town Councils with residents to be poor and believed it would be beneficial if a Committee could investigate ways to make improvements.
Members expressed their wish to hear from residents.  Items could be requested to be included on the Agenda, giving members of the public an opportunity to comment and the forthcoming Annual Town Meeting was mentioned along with the quarterly Newsletter and regular Members’ Surgeries at the library.  

The Town Clerk advised that Public Notices are only received at the Town Council when published in the press.  Contact details for Councillors appear in the Newsletter and on the website but in an attempt to assist all roads will be listed on the website giving the appropriate Ward.  She explained that limited resources would preclude being able to agree to all the suggestions raised by Councillor P.A. Heath in his letter.
Mrs Linda French added her concerns regarding communications.  She was unaware until recently that Agendas and Minutes are available on the Town Council website but stressed that not everyone has a computer and suggested that more use should be made of notice boards.  The Town Clerk explained that all Agendas by law have to be displayed on the Town Council notice board which is adjacent to the flank wall of Fenn Wright Estate Agents.  Comment was made that some residents are unaware of the notice board and a suggestion was made that the Agendas and Minutes should be available for viewing in the Tourist Information Centre.  The Town Clerk undertook to make enquiries with regard to the Agendas and Minutes that are sent to the library but apparently are not on public display.  

The Chairman thanked Mr Pearce and Mrs French for their comments and suggested that the item on Saul’s Bridge Residents’ Association be considered next.
111.
SAUL’S BRIDGE AREA RESIDENTS’ ASSOCIATION


(a)
BLACKWATER RAIL TRAIL

A report concerning the Blackwater Rail Trail was received.

Members referred to the District Council Meeting with residents and the impact that the development of the Rail Trail would have on their amenity.  Members considered that the policy to develop the Blackwater Rail Trail was non-controversial and settled and could not remember any objections particularly during the two public consultations for the Town Plan.  Members were reminded that the Rail Trail is a public amenity and had the river crossing remained in place the subsequent housing would have been built accordingly.  It was understood that these concerns would be taken to the Witham Local Committee Meeting. 
A letter from Braintree District Council was tabled concerning the options available as to where the remaining Section 106 agreement money from Benton Hall should be spent. 
It was suggested that one or two Town Councillors should attend the Local Committee Meeting when this would be discussed to ensure an acceptable solution to all parties.  The members of the Saul’s Bridge Residents’ Association were informed that they would also have an opportunity to make their views known at that Meeting.  



RESOLVED  That the Town Council be supportive of 



issues raised, which will be taken into consideration to 



enhance the area for improvement.



RESOLVED  That the tabled letter be received and left on 



the table.

(b)
OTHER ISSUES

A report concerning Saul’s Bridge HGV limit, Maldon Road pedestrian crossing and the continuing problems relating to the sewerage works was received.

Members considered that the item on Saul’s Bridge had been dealt with earlier in the Meeting at Minute 110, so confined their discussions to the requested pedestrian crossing and the continuing problems at the sewerage works.  
Members were surprised by the high cost to install a crossing in Maldon Road and understood that a contribution towards these costs would be made from the redevelopment of River View.  It was suggested, as an interim measure, traffic calming and a central reservation could be installed adjacent to the junction with Constance Close.
Members were informed that Braintree District Council is monitoring the situation at the sewerage works and it would appear that unpleasant odours are produced when the tanks are cleaned.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and Essex 



County Council Highways asked to –
· Produce costings for the proposed crossing

· Obtain further funding so that the project may proceed

· Provide traffic calming measures and a central refuge in the interim

· Extend the 30 mph speed limit to borders of the town.
112.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT


The Town Clerk’s Report on matters arising was received.


Members were divided as to whether the peak hours traffic lights at Blue Mills Hill would assist but considered it important that the 30 mph speed limit be extended in Maldon Road.





RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk’s Report be received 



and noted.
113.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal and prejudicial interest.

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 19th January, 3rd and 16th February and 2nd March 2009 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
114.
MEMBERSHIP OF THE DISTRICT COUNCIL’S PLANNING COMMITTEE

A report was received concerning the membership of the Braintree District Council’s Planning Committee.

Members welcomed the news that the District Council’s decision making structure, to include the Planning Committee, is currently being reviewed.  It was hoped that Group Leaders when nominating Members would take geographical considerations into account.  It was noted that Ms Lowe’s advice regarding co-option arrangements is still awaited.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
115.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


The Minutes of the Meeting of the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group held 3rd March 2009 were received.  Councillors P.R. Barlow and S.E. Hicks gave their apologies for being unable to attend the Meeting.

Councillor B.J. Fleet expressed his concern that the long standing agreement with the Environment Agency to cut through the meander in the river to create a central island hence preventing undermining of the footpath, plus work on the Whetmead lagoon and the removal of the redundant building at the weir would appear to be in jeopardy through restructuring.  It was agreed that a formal letter be sent to the Environment Agency.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.





RESOLVED  That a formal letter be sent to the 




Environment Agency seeking a date for when the above 



mentioned work will be undertaken.


It was agreed to take the item raised by Councillor P.R. Barlow next.

116.
PEDESTRIAN FOOTBRIDGE AT RAILWAY STATION

An email was received from Councillor P.R. Barlow concerning the Section 106 Agreement funding for the pedestrian footbridge at the railway station.

Councillor P.R. Barlow expressed his concerns that it had been implied that there 
were no longer sufficient funds to provide the extension to the pedestrian 
footbridge at the railway station.  

Councillor M.C.M. Lager explained that he had undertaken enquiries and was bemused at the high cost to install the footbridge which would include a lift and facilities for cyclists.  He said that funding would be from a variety of sources to include Network Rail, Essex County Council and Section 106 money from Maltings Lane.  Work was proposed to start in February 2010 and take up to twelve months to complete.
Councillor P.R. Barlow was still concerned that if not all the Section 106 money would be used for the project where is the remainder?  He appreciated Councillor Lager’s enquiries but asked that the Town Council writes formally to Essex County Council seeking clarification.




RESOLVED  That the email be received and a formal 




letter sent to Essex County Council asking for a cost 




breakdown, details of funding and clarification regarding 




the Section 106 money from Maltings Lane.

Councillor P.R. Barlow then left the Meeting.
117.
TREE PLANTING
(a) CURRENT SCHEME

Members were informed that the planting in Spa Road and Maltings Lane has now been completed.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
(b) EBENEZER CLOSE

A report was received concerning proposals for a revised tree planting scheme at Ebenezer Close.
Members agreed that the proposal to plant nine native cherry trees in a ring five metres from the edge of the road, should be approved and that the trees be planted in the autumn.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and the scheme 



to plant nine cherry trees be agreed.
(c)
MEMORIAL TREES
Councillor B.J. Fleet had declared a personal interest.

A report was received concerning the planting of memorial trees.
The Town Clerk explained that the cheaper bare rooted trees were more likely to fail than the more expensive container grown trees.  She considered that it might be more cost effective to pay more initially for the trees rather than replace those that had died.  She added that the District Council could be asked to assist with funding.

Members were pleased that a tree had been planted in memory of Tony Tearle.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and in future 



container grown trees be purchased with the Town Council 



funding the difference in price.

Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting.

118.
A12 HATFIELD PEVEREL TO WITHAM IMPROVEMENTS

A report was received regarding the public convenience site adjacent to the A12.
Members were informed that there is evidence of bats in the terrace houses at Hatfield Peverel that will be demolished at the same time as the public conveniences.  A survey will need to be carried out in May/June to ascertain if bats are still present and if so the bats will be relocated prior to demolition in early October.
Members agreed that the site is an eyesore and it was suggested that a ‘Quirk’ transfer of the land to the Town Council be requested.  Members noted that there would be a timing issue regarding any transfer as the site would need to be cleared.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and an approach 



be made to the Highways Agency regarding a ‘Quirk’ 



transfer of the land to the Town Council.
119.
PUMP HOUSE

A report was received regarding the apparent unauthorised development at the 
Pump House, Cressing Road.
Members were informed that the Enforcement Officer at Braintree District 
Council is continuing to monitor the site.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
120.
BRAINTREE LOCAL PLANNING REVIEW – DRAFT 
SUPPLEMENTARY PLANNING DOCUMENT OPEN SPACE


Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as she is a Member of the 
District Council Local Development Framework Panel.

A report was received concerning the consultation on the Draft Supplementary Planning Guidance and the sustainability appraisal on Open Spaces.
Members’ attention was drawn to Appendix 3 – Open Spaces Deficiencies, and noted with interest the apparent lack of children’s play areas at Bramble Road/Honeysuckle Way where recently a major refurbishment of a substantial playground had taken place.



RESOLVED  That the report be received and the 




documents supported.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC




RESOLVED That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to 

Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from 


the Meeting for the following items of business on the 


grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public 


interest.

121.
CCTV   

A report was received from the Town Clerk who explained that Inspector Murray had been able to secure funding for the CCTV link to the Police Station.  She added that Newlands Precinct was installing its own CCTV system so that a camera earmarked for that location could be utilised elsewhere.  Members were informed that the Youth Council had suggested a CCTV camera at the skate park but the Town Clerk advised that cameras are only installed to detect and prevent crime and there had been no reports of incidences at the skate park.  It was agreed to await Inspector Murray’s advice regarding the siting of this camera.

Members considered that Spencer Clarke, Chelmsford Borough Council, should be asked to attend a Meeting in due course and provide feedback for the system.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and Inspector 



Murray’s advice be awaited.

Whilst the above matter was being discussed, Councillor Miss L. Barlow left the Meeting.
122.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

It was agreed that Minute 121 – CCTV, should be moved into the Public Domain.





RESOLVED  That Minute 121 – CCTV, should be moved 



into the Public Domain.

There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 9.06 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman
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