Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 18-01-2010 Continued.
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MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 18th January 2010



Present:  
Councillors:
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)


Miss
L.

Barlow




P.R.
Barlow



B.J.
Fleet




J.C.
Goodman

Mrs
K.E.
Tearle

APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors N. Coughlan, M.C.M. Lager, 
Mrs P.M. Lee, N.D. Scales and W.S. Tearle.
71.
MINUTES




RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meeting of the 




Environment Committee held 9th November 2009 be 




confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chairman.
72.
INTERESTS
The Town Clerk declared a personal interest in Minute 83 – Nuclear Power Station Consultation, as her husband receives a pension from being a nuclear engineer.
Councillor S.E. Hicks declared a personal and prejudicial interest in Minute 75 – Planning Applications Sub-Committee, as the application to consider an extension to his property was discussed at the Meeting on 8th December 2009.
Later in the Meeting at Minute 77(b) – Local Development Framework, Rivenhall Parish Council, Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as a Member of the District Council’s Local Committee that has discussed the Site Allocation Document.

73.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There was no member of the press or public present.
74.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report on matters arising was received.

Members asked if Councillor M.C.M. Lager, as a Member of Essex County Council, could be asked to press for a response to the Town Council’s enquiries for the results of the promised traffic review.





RESOLVED  That the Report be received and Councillor 



M.C.M. Lager asked to hasten a reply from Essex County 



Council with regard to the results of the traffic review.

75.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

(a) Minutes

Councillor S.E. Hicks had declared a personal and prejudicial interest and left the Council Chamber.

Councillor B.J. Fleet assumed the Chair.

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Application Sub-Committee held 9th and 23rd November; 8th and 21st December 2009 and 4th January 2010 were received.




RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

Councillor S.E. Hicks returned to the Council Chamber and resumed the Chair.
(b) Planning Application: Cerine 105 Braintree Road, Witham

A report and letter from Braintree District Council were received regarding the above planning application.
Members were disappointed with the District Council’s response as it was considered that the adverse impact on residents of Templars Close had not been taken into account.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and information 




noted.
76.
RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP
(a) Minutes
Members were informed that the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group Meeting to be held on 6th January 2010 was cancelled and will now be held on 20th January 2010.




RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
(b) River Walk Management Plan
A letter was received from Essex Ecology Services Ltd detailing the proposed timetable for the management plan.

Members recognised that a detailed survey by experts would be an essential tool for the management of the River Walk.




RESOLVED  That the letter be received and information 




noted.
77.
LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FRAMEWORK SUB-COMMITTEE

(a)
Minutes


The Minutes and Recommendations of the Meeting of the Local Development Framework Sub-Committee held 1st December 2009 were received.

Councillor P.R. Barlow regretted that he had been unable to attend the Meeting as he had been delayed on the train.






RESOLVED  That the Recommendations be endorsed.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.

(b)
Rivenhall Parish Council


A report was received regarding the request from Rivenhall Parish Council that the Town Council should distribute leaflets to those residents who would be affected by any large housing development off Forest Road.

Members agreed that the proposal to include land off Forest Road in the Site Allocation Document should be strongly opposed as it is against the Town Council’s policy to retain a green wedge between Witham and Rivenhall.  It was agreed that local residents should be informed of the proposal and it was suggested that a copy of Rivenhall’s leaflet should be obtained but, as a village perspective would be different from an urban view, the Town Clerk would draft a letter in consultation with the Chairman and North Ward Members.

Members then discussed how the letter would be circulated and agreed that both Town and District Ward Members should be approached to see whether they would be willing to distribute.  It was agreed that in addition to a press release, an article would appear in the next Newsletter and information included on the Town Council’s website.

Councillor Miss L. Barlow declared a personal interest as a Member of the District Council’s Local Committee that had discussed this matter previously.





RESOLVED  That the Town Council strongly opposes any 



proposal to develop land off Forest Road as it is against its 




policy to retain a green wedge between Witham and 




Rivenhall.






RESOLVED  That the Town Council supports Rivenhall 




Parish Council, and will likewise inform local residents




that would be affected by any development off Forest 




Road.





RESOLVED  That the Town Clerk would draft a letter, in 




conjunction with the Chairman and North Ward Members, 




and both Town and District Ward Members asked if they 




would be willing to distribute to their constituents.






RESOLVED  That a Press Release be prepared in due 




course, and an article appear in the next Newsletter and on 




the Town Council website.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.

78.
FOREST ROAD POND


A report was received concerning the future maintenance of Forest Road pond.  

Members noted that Greenfields Community Housing had asked the District Council to report on options and it was agreed that volunteers should be sought to assist through an article in the Newsletter.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and an article 




seeking volunteers to assist be published in the Newsletter.

79.
SECTION 106 AGREEMENTS


A report was received regarding Section 106 Agreements.

Members were disappointed that it had taken so long to obtain the limited information and asked whether an application could have been made under the Freedom of Information Act.  The Town Clerk advised that the Town Council would be unable to use the Act but a personal application could have been made by a Member.

Members noted that funds from the 1990’s were still available for The Avenue and Avenue Road and it was suggested that Essex County Council be asked to consider that the money be spent on a scheme to improve drainage at the junction of Avenue Road and Newland Street as it is subject to flooding.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and Essex 




County Council asked to spend the outstanding money for 




Avenue Road on a project, for example a scheme to 





alleviate the flooding at the junction with Newland Street, 




that would benefit residents.
80.
PARKING
(a) Lifchild Close


Members noted that residents were so divided when asked if they would support the 
installation of junction protection markings to ease egress onto Pondholton Drive.  
Members agreed that the matter should be referred back to the next Joint Traffic 
Liaison Meeting to seek a solution to the difficulties.





RESOLVED That the matter be referred back to the Joint 





Traffic Liaison Group to seek a solution.
(b) Laurence Avenue


Members considered that parking at school closing times was particularly 
dangerous and in addition to the matter being referred to the Joint Traffic Liaison 
Group, the Police should be asked to target the area and drivers advised not to park 
in that location.





RESOLVED  That a formal letter be sent to the police 





asking that they attend Laurence Avenue at appropriate 





times, i.e. 8.30 to 9.15 a.m. and 2.30 to 3.30 p.m., to advise 





drivers not to park in this dangerous location and the matter 




referred to the Joint Traffic Management Liaison Group.
81.
LOCALISM RANGERS


Members noted that Braintree District Council now operates a Localism Ranger Scheme for reporting defects, clearing of fly tipping and cleaning of street signs, etc.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and noted.
82.
CYCLE ROUTES

Proposals were received from Steve Rowley, SUSTRANS’ Volunteer, regarding a series of circular cycle routes in Witham.


Members considered that Mr Rowley should be encouraged to proceed.






RESOLVED  That the proposals be received and Mr 




Rowley encouraged to proceed with his proposals.
83.
NUCLEAR POWER STATION CONSULTATION


The Town Clerk had declared a personal interest.


A report was received from the Town Clerk who attended an exhibition on the 11th December concerning the proposals for a new nuclear power station at Bradwell.


Members recognised the need to generate energy from other sources but considered the major impact that nuclear power could have on the environment particularly in terms of the carbon footprint to build the facility and the transportation of waste products.  


After much discussion a proposal was seconded and it was agreed to take a recorded vote.  Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, J.C. Goodman and Mrs K.E. Tearle voted for the following resolution.  Councillor B.J. Fleet opposed and Councillor S.E. Hicks abstained.






RESOLVED  That whilst the Town Council would prefer 




totally renewable power sources, however in the absence of 



that option, nuclear power would be preferable over the 




continued burning of fossil fuels or waste products.

The Town Clerk highlighted issues with regard to the shallow water at Bradwell that might not be sufficiently cool for the purpose of running a nuclear power station.  Members considered there was potential to dredge and to create a balancing pond to alleviate flooding.  They were of the opinion that there is less opposition to a new facility on an existing site and that it would be a political rather than a technical decision.

A proposal was seconded and Councillors Miss L. Barlow, P.R. Barlow, J.C. Goodman and Mrs K.E. Tearle voted for the following resolution.  Councillors B.J. Fleet and S.E. Hicks abstained.






RESOLVED  That the Town Council considers that the 




site at Bradwell is currently unsuitable for a new nuclear 




facility unless technical improvements are made to increase 



the depth of water and alleviate flooding.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
84.
TREES
(a) Health and Safety Report

A report on the health and safety of Town Council trees was received.
The Town Clerk explained that there was no need to obtain quotations in this case as the company is the Town Council contractor.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Council using its powers under Section 14 of the Open 




Spaces Act 1906 approves the recommended work to the 




trees at a cost of £1,980.
(b) Ebenezer Close
A quotation for tree planting in Ebenezer Close was received.
The Town Clerk advised that Braintree District Council had likewise gone out to tender to appoint this company as a contractor.





RESOLVED  That the quotation be received and the Town 



Council using its powers under Section 10 of the Open 




Spaces Act 1906 approves the cost of £917.00 to supply 




and plant nine trees for the agreed scheme in Ebenezer 




Close.
There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.51 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks


Chairman 
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�  A letter has been received from Essex County Council explaining that a decision is still awaited from Councillor Hume and once he has assessed the situation, the relevant details will be forwarded.








