Minutes of the Meeting of the Environment Committee held 17.5.2010 Continued.
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Witham Town Council

Town Hall,

Newland Street,

Witham, 

CM8 2FE.

Tel:
01376 520627

Fax:
01376 501358

Email:
townclerk@witham.gov.uk
Web:
www.witham.gov.co.uk
MINUTES
Meeting of:
Environment Committee
Date:

Monday, 17th May 2010



Present:  
Councillors: 
S.E.
Hicks

(Chairman)




Miss
L.

Barlow




B.J.
Fleet




J.C.
Goodman




M.C.M.     Lager




N.D.
Scales

(arrived at 7.35 p.m.)
Also in attendance:
Cllr.
S.J.

Goodfellow
APOLOGIES


Apologies for absence were received from Councillors P.R. Barlow, Mrs P.M. Lee, 
Mrs K.E. Tearle and W.S. Tearle; and Councillor N.D. Scales who would be late.
3.
MINUTES

Councillor S.J. Goodfellow asked that Winter Weather Arrangements be placed on 
the next Agenda of the Environment Committee so that the issue could be discussed 
well in time to allow an approach to be made to Essex County Council.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes of the Meetings of the 




Environment Committee held 15th March and 4th May 2010 



be confirmed as true records and signed by the Chairman.
4.
INTERESTS
Councillor M.C.M. Lager declared a personal interest in Minute 10 – Publication of Braintree District Council Core Strategy Submission Draft, as he is a Member of the District Council’s Local Development Framework Panel, Minute 12 – Witham Traffic Management Liaison Meeting, as he is a Member appointed by Essex County Council, Minute 14 – Proposed Parking Restrictions – Guithavon Street, Witham, as he is a Member of Essex County Council promoting the parking regulations and Minute 20 – Retail Study Update, as he is a Member of the District Council’s Local Development Framework Panel that commissioned the study.
5.
QUESTIONS AND STATEMENTS FROM THE PUBLIC

There were no questions or statements from the members of the public present at 
the Meeting.

Councillor N.D. Scales arrived at the Meeting.
6.
TREE PLANTING – FLORA ROAD 
The Chairman welcomed Mr Tesh Vora to the Meeting to present his proposals for tree planting at Flora Road.
A report and email from the Landscape Officer at Braintree District Council was received.

Mr Vora expressed his desire to improve the open space area of Flora Road by tree planting.  He listed the benefits of the scheme and his willingness to assist.
Members congratulated Mr Vora on his proposals and welcomed improvements to the area.  The Town Clerk suggested that she contact the Landscape Officer at Braintree District Council to ascertain his proposals to improve the whole site, including significant planting, and to consider how it could be funded.  She undertook to keep Mr Vora informed of progress.  
It was noted that there are problems in the area regarding vandalism and it was suggested that Mr Vora might wish to attend the next Neighbourhood Action Panel.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the Town 




Clerk contact the Landscape Officer to establish his 





proposals for a more ambitious scheme of planting and a 




further report made to the Environment Committee on 19th 




July 2010.
The Chairman thanked Mr Vora for his presentation and the work involved with this project.
7.
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT

The Town Clerk’s report on matters arising was received.

The Town Clerk suggested that police be asked at the next Community Committee Meeting whether patrols have been increased on the River Walk.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
8.
APPOINTMENTS TO COMMITTEES

(a) RIVER WALK AND WHETMEAD MANAGEMENT WORKING GROUP
The Chairman called for nominations for Members to serve on the River Walk and Whetmead Management Working Group for the Civic Year 2010/11. It was agreed to nominate just five Members at this time. 




RESOLVED  That the following Members be elected to 




serve on the River Walk and Whetmead Management 




Working Group for the ensuing Civic Year:


Councillors:
B.J.
Fleet




J.C.
Goodman
(ex-officio)




S.E. 
Hicks



Mrs 
P.M. 
Lee

(ex-officio)



Mrs 
K.E.
 Tearle







(3 + 2 ex-officio + 1 vacancy). 

(b)

TREE WARDENS

The Chairman called for nominations for Members to serve as Tree Wardens.





RESOLVED  That the following Members be elected to 





serve as Tree Wardens:






Councillors:
B.J.
Fleet 
(Chipping Hill & Central)








S.E.
Hicks
(West Ward)








N.D. 
Scales
(North Ward)


(c)

CLOSED CHURCHYARD


Confirmation was sought for Councillors P.R. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and S.E. Hicks to 
continue their involvement with the Closed Churchyard.






RESOLVED  That Councillor P.R. Barlow, B.J. Fleet and 





S.E. Hicks continue their involvement with the Closed 





Churchyard.
9.
PLANNING APPLICATIONS SUB-COMMITTEE

The Minutes of the Meetings of the Planning Applications Sub-Committee held 15th and 30th March, 13th and 26th April; and 11th May 2010 were received.





RESOLVED  That the Minutes be received and noted.
10.
PUBLICATION OF BRAINTREE DISTRICT COUNCIL CORE STRATEGY SUBMISSION DRAFT

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A letter was received from Braintree District Council and Members were informed that the Core Strategy Submission Draft may be viewed either on line or a CD is available in the Town Hall Office.  Members were also reminded that a Special Meeting of the Environment Committee, to discuss the Planning Consultant’s recommendations with regard to land off Forest Road being designated for housing development, will be held on Tuesday 1st June 2010 at 7.00 a.m.

The Town Clerk explained that Members will need to decide at the Meeting whether they are happy to accept the guidance of the Planning Consultant.  She advised that leaflets produced by Braintree District Council relating to the future planning proposals have been delivered to the Town Hall and were awaiting distribution.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and information 




noted.
11.
MILL LANE
A report was received concerning improved signage to prevent HGVs using Mill Lane and that agreed HGV routes for the town are still awaited.
Members commented that agreed HGV routes had been promised for a number of years and it was suggested that a possible solution would be to refer the matter to the next meeting of the Witham Traffic Management Liaison which would be held on 8th June 2010.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the issue of 




the promised HGV routes be referred to the next meeting of 



the Witham Traffic Management Liaison Group.
12.
WITHAM TRAFFIC MANAGEMENT LIAISON MEETING
Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.

A report and letter from Essex County Council were received.
The Chairman considered that problems with parking in Laurence Avenue should be pursued as the situation is dangerous particularly in the morning when children are arriving at school.  After discussing options it was agreed that a letter should be sent to the police asking that Police Community Support Officers attend the area in the morning, to take necessary action to prevent dangerous parking.




RESOLVED  That the report be received and 





a letter sent to police asking that the area be visited to 




prevent dangerous parking.
13.
PARISH PATHS PARTNERSHIP (P3) SCHEME

A report was received regarding Parish Paths Representatives and the inspection of footpaths.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
14.
PROPOSED PARKING RESTRICTIONS – GUITHAVON STREET, WITHAM

Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A report and letter from Essex County Council concerning the clearway marking in Guithavon Street were received.

Members could not understand why the Town Council had been asked to withdraw its objections to the clearway marking.  It was agreed that the no parking restriction with double yellow lines, failed to be effective because it was not enforced and that the myriad of different restrictions in Guithavon Street exacerbated the situation.






RESOLVED  That the report and letter be received, that 




objections to the clearway marking be maintained and the 




matter referred to the Witham Traffic Management Liaison 




Group.
15.
OVERVIEW AND SCRUTINY STUDY

Councillor P.R. Barlow had given his apologies for being unable to attend the Meeting and asked that he give a report on the Scrutiny Study, that he had attended, at the Special Environment Committee Meeting to be held 1st June 2010.  Members considered that this matter would best be considered at the next scheduled Meeting of this Committee.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and 




Councillor P.R. Barlow be asked to submit a written report 




for the Meeting of the Environment Committee scheduled 




for 19th July 2010.
16.
FOREST ROAD POND

A report on the meeting organised by Greenfields Community Housing and attended by Councillor N.D. Scales was received.

Councillor Scales explained that Greenfields maintain that the Association does not have finances available to dredge the pond and that whilst it is full they would be unable to do so in any event.  


The Town Clerk advised that the duck pond on the River Walk had been successfully dredged whilst full of water and that Greenfields had financed environment projects elsewhere as it is the ethos of Community Housing to improve the environment.  It was agreed that pressure on Greenfields to maintain the pond should continue.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and a letter sent 




to Greenfields Community Housing urging it properly to




maintain the pond.
17.
HUMBER ROAD ESTATE - FOOTPATH NAMING


A report on the request of Humber Road Community Initiative to name the walk from Tamar Avenue to the top of Humber Road was received.

Members suggested that the Community Initiative should suggest a name for the walk and approach Braintree District Council as the land owner.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and Humber 




Road Community Initiative be informed that it should 




submit a name to Braintree District Council for 





consideration as the land owner.
18.
RIVER WALK


(a)
COMMENDATION


A letter was received from Katie Humphris and Paul Leach commending Mr Normand Robertse, Open Spaces Assistant, for his positive attitude and friendly diligence.  Members agreed that it would be appropriate to add this Committee’s thanks.





RESOLVED  That the letter be received and this 





Committee’s thanks be added to the commendation to Mr 




Robertse.

(b)
FOOTPATH

Members were informed that paving slabs have been removed and broken by vandals on the footpath between Guithavon Road and Armond Road.  Advice has been sought from the engineer at Braintree District Council and the repairs will be in the region of £2,000.


Members were saddened to hear of this vandalism and agreed that the repairs should be carried out.


The Town Clerk advised that there were also Health and Safety problems on the bridge between Maldon Road and River View and consequently it had been cordoned off to prevent use.  The safety railings would be extended and fresh tarmac, with a better gripping surface, applied.  

The Town Clerk also advised on the work at the Duck Pond.  She said that there was far more silt than originally envisaged and that so large was the task, the Town Council staff would be unable to deal with such enormous bulk.  The plan is to leave the silt to dry through the summer and then to bring in heavy machinery to level and seed with appropriate grasses.


Authorisation in the sum of £15,000 had been given to the Clerk however the additional work combined with the laying of stones to be extended, thus allowing ducks to exit the pond without causing mud to fall back into the water, would result in  the proposed work adding a further £1,100 to that already authorised.






RESOLVED  That the information be received and 




the Town Council using its power under Section 77 of the 




Local Government and Public Involvement in Health Act 




2007, the Power of Well Being, will authorise the further 




expenditure of an additional £1,100 on the duck pond 




project.
19.
CONSERVATION AREA SURVEY


A report and an email from the Policy Officer at Braintree District Council were received regarding Witham Town Centre Conservation Area being included for the second year on the English Heritage at risk register.

Members agreed to await contact from the consultant.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and contact from 



the consultant awaited.
20.
RETAIL STUDY UPDATE


Councillor M.C.M. Lager had declared a personal interest.


A report on the Retail Study Update commissioned as part of the Core Strategy was received.

Members agreed that the information gleaned from the study reinforced the Town Council’s views that major stores would be attracted to Colchester and Chelmsford; and that the Market Town character of Witham should be retained by focusing on smaller units and niche businesses.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and noted.
21.
BRAINTREE DISTRICT LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP ANNUAL ASSEMBLY 2010

An invitation was received from Braintree District Council for a representative to attend the Local Strategic Partnership Annual Assembly for 2010 to be held on Wednesday, 30th June 2010. 


No Member wished to attend the Assembly.






RESOLVED  That the invitation be received and noted.
22.
CYCLING FRAMEWORK FOR ESSEX 2010 TO 2015

The Cycling Framework for Essex 2010 to 2015 was received from Essex County Council.

Members agreed that Essex County Council cannot achieve its aims without support of other authorities and that the Town Council has a policy to support and promote cycling.  Members were advised of initiatives undertaken by the SUSTRAN’s representative but were disappointed that primary schools were reluctant to organise ‘bikeability’ schemes.  The suggestion was made that in addition to encouraging those Members who are school governors to promote ‘bikeability’ that secure parking was necessary and that both Newlands and the Grove Shopping Centres should provide cycle parking.  





RESOLVED  That the Framework be received and that the 



Town Council gives supports to help achieve the aims.






RESOLVED  That secure cycle parking be explored with 




both the Newlands and Grove Shopping Centres; and that




primary schools be encouraged through the Town Council 




school governors to take part in the bikeability’ scheme.

Councillor N.D. Scales left the Meeting.

23.
WITHAM AREA PARTNERSHIP SCHEME

A report on the breakdown of actual and anticipated projects and costings was received.

Members considered it ironic that English Heritage had listed the Town Centre Conservation Area at risk yet a scheme is in place to assist property owners with renovation.


It was agreed to consider making a further contribution to this scheme when budgets are discussed in the autumn.






RESOLVED  That the report be received and a further 




contribution to the scheme considered in the autumn when 




budgets are discussed.
24.
CYCLEWAY NEAR MOAT FARM CHASE

Members were informed that that the cycleway in the above location is being partially lifted by tree roots.

Members were reminded of the dispute with Braintree District Council regarding the maintenance of cycleways.  It was agreed that such a mature tree should not be felled but a small detour be incorporated into the cycleway.  The Town Clerk explained that this would be costly but it is a Health and Safety issue that needs to be addressed urgently prior to the resolution of maintenance responsibilities.  She added that Members may take individual complaints to the Ombudsman regarding the District Council’s failure to maintain the cycleways it installed.





RESOLVED  That the information be received and the 




work undertaken, without prejudice.
EXCLUSION OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC

RESOLVED  That under the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meeting) Act 1960, the public and press be excluded from the Meeting for the following items of Business on the grounds that publicity would be prejudicial to the public interest.

25.
CCTV

A report was received.





RESOLVED  That the report be received and the proposed 




work undertaken.
26.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

Members agreed that the item discussed in Private Session should not be moved 
into the Public Domain.






RESOLVED  That the item discussed in Private Session 





should not be moved into the Public Domain.


There being no further business the Chairman closed the Meeting at 8.57 p.m.

Councillor S.E. Hicks

Chairman


AH/GK/19.5.2010
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